]

= =
. e

1]

<

_—
r

N

FRESHWATER

1)

=

e

)
B
Na)

Coarse F




swimbooker

Less Hassle. More Fishing.

If you're a fishery that's ever considered taking
bookings online, we're currently working in and
around Kent and would love to pop in for a chat! We've swimbooker
processed over 20,000 online bookings in the last 12 Fishary Mancigament Dashbocrd
months and had almost 1,000,000 web visits! Android + Apple Mobile Apps

Powerful Membership Management

Feature List

o

If you're already taking bookings online - GREAT! b e g
Would you be interested in increasing the number of o i
bookings you get? Or, switching to a custom-built plat- ks e
form that anglers enjoy, and can use with ease? We're i i
the preferred technology partner of fisheries that want a
system that just works.

Unlimited System User Accounts

Colour Coded Availability Calendar

(I R R R R R R R

Customisable Ticket Types

We're even scrapping the first year’s fishery software fee
for readers of the Freshwater Informer - call Alfie on 07713 099 838 to setup a meeting.

DIGITAL LAKE MAPS
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the SWimt)OOKGrTM diarieS o Oli Davies with a fish known as

i F the ‘Pit 4 Fully' from The Woolpack
Our very own YouTube series shining _ B ishery - soon available on #B!

the spotlight on UK fisheries! A

swimbooker

V\ C mng]n. play

= www.swimbooker.com | info@swimbooker.com [~ s
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Hello and welcome to the April edition of the Freshwater Informer

iver anglers have packed away their rods and tackle boxes as the traditional season ended on 15th March.

Many more anglers will be preparing in readiness for Easter weekend which, in more recent times, has marked
the start of a new fishing year on lakes and ponds across the southeast. The relative merits of the ‘traditional’ close
season (15th March - 15th June) that still applies to rivers is always hotly contested by people on both sides of the
argument. Many will say that it is an outmoded and unnecessary enforced break, no longer relevant and not fit for
purpose. Others that it still has a place and is an important rest for both fish and riverbank flora and fauna.

I stand conflicted. On the one hand there is no doubt that our rivers and fish stocks are
under more pressure than ever. Whether from pollution, predation, or illegal fishing and
that legitimate anglers are very much the guardians of such waterways and should be
allowed year round access. Especially when other river users face no such restrictions
and arguably have a far bigger and more detrimental impact than the fishing fraternity.

On the other, to abandon tradition is to loose much of the ethos of angling. The S
planning, preparation and anticipation of a new season that ultimately comes to fruition | .

on June 16th. Maybe, in years to come, there will be some comprise found where, much i S ee
like responsible clubs, syndicates and day ticket fisheries, rivers could be shut for a

shorter, but more appropriate time around spawning. Its unlikely, but we live in hope...

The last month has seen some spectacular catches, whether it's anglers bagging a last

gasp pike or chub from a river or dedicated carp anglers getting the jump on
S the more ‘fair weather’ fishers (of which I'm one!) by braving the cold

conditions and taking advantage of early feeding spells as fisheries splutter into
life. Many of their results are reproduced in this months issue along with
contributions from our regular writers. Bob Rolph looks back at the origins of
winter carp fishing. Warren White and Fishing For Schools write of the
importance of their work with youngsters. Andy Lush sets himself a challenge
that brings his ability down to that of us mere mortals and Bob Morris climbs
on his political soapbox with some very important and timely observations.

Hopefully, by next month the miserable winter that we have all had to endure
will be no more than a dim and distant memory and spring will well and truly
have sprung! Tight lines, Alex Coutts and Lee Nicoll

The Freshwater Informer
12 Marigold Avenue, Horebeech Lane, Horam TN21 9DF f

email: thefreshwaterinformer@gmail.com

Advertising - Lee 0787 3203998 Catch reports - Alex 07484 699437

COPY DEADL'NE for MAY 2023 The Freshwater Informer cannot accept responsibility for the quality of

goods or services advertised in this publication. All views expressed are

A those of the contributors concerned. All images received are accepted
MONDAY 17th Aprll 2023 at 5pm as being true and accurate and as described.
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J ;,, Aoy | We opened our doors atthe end of 2016 n Sparrows Green,
: \ Wadhurst, Bowie s a very experienced professional barber,
C/‘ / ‘ whetherit's atraditional scissor cut or a modern fade, we cater

: ‘ toallstyles and ages. Toddlers can enjoy a haircut in ourvintage
0 ES \ il fire engine while adults can enjoy the refreshments and free
REERSHOPs

BSg o MENSCUT £14
|+ CLPPERCUT £10
|+ BOYSCUT(AGE 12-16) £12
8+ KIDSCUT(UPTO AGE 12) £10
O£ |
(*| o BEARDTRIM (FREE WITH HAIRCUT) £4
o PAYMENT BY CASH ONLY

WiFi, We have parking right outside and plenty more on the
street, no appointment needed just come in and take a seat!

{ ( For opening times please see vebsite Bowies Barber Shop
] H A ) Davies Place, Sparrows Green
{ ( 01892783 130 » www.bowiesharbershop.com Wadhurst TNS 6TE

TACKLE HIRE AND TUITION AVAILABLE f



Fishery Reports

Success in the snow for Graham

Of all the various angling disciplines, carp fishing is perhaps the most target driven. Whether

chasing your first double, twenty or thirty pounder. A surface caught best or a carp from a river,

there is a seemingly endless list of challenges. One target that relatively few anglers ever get to

achieve is that of a snow caught carp. As you can see from the photographs, that number was

added to directly when Tricklebrook Fishery bailiff Graham Beadle caught this immaculate upper

double mirror carp whilst the fishery was cloaked in an unseasonably late blanket of snow.
@\. 4

Is that a snowman rig...

Sub zero temperatures and a decided
lack of fish made for an uncomfortable
and chilly start to Graham’s session but
all of that was instantly forgotten when
his manilla wafter hookbait, fished on a
spinner rig, with a tutti frutti topper
(does that make it a snowman rig...??)
was picked up by the fish.

After a steady fight, Graham was able to
net the mirror. His first snow caught
carp in 50 years of angling and a
fantastic addition to his photo album.

T I Ve, 3 s s G e FLL e W ]
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New PB For Jason

Night time temperatures of -2 degrees and reports of
slow fishing didn't deter Jason Boorer when he visited
Prairie Lake at Elphicks.

Staying vigilant, despite the freezing temperatures, he
noticed some bubbles fizzing up away from his baited
spot. Casting a single Hulk boilie, from Sussex Bait
Developments, topped with white corn towards the
disturbance soon resulted in a take from this superb
36lbs 80zs ghost carp.

After a fraught battle, which included the fish wiping
out Jason’s other rods and requiring the help of a mate
to free the lines, he was able to net the monstrous
ghostie which smashed his PB by over 5Ibs.



NEW LAKE NOW OPEN

ALL LAKES DISABLED FRIENDLY!

n.ll-

TRICKLEBROOK FISHERY

This fantastic coarse fishery consists of two very well stocked lakes.
A 4 acre specimen lake stocked with big Catfish up to 50lbs, huge Carp
up to 40lbs, big Perch up to 6lbs and beautiful Roach over 3lbs. And a 1 acre
match fishing lake teaming with a variety of species weighing up to 28lbs.

find us on facebook and instagram
'FACEBOOK.COM/TRICKLEBROOKFISHERY
Open from 7am 365 days a year!

AUK CARP TOP 100 FISHERY - BOOK NOW!
tricklebrookfishery.co-uk

TEL 07743 955812 | 01892 835453 | EMAIL info@tricklebrookfishery.co.uk
Tricklebrook Fishery | Colts Hill | Five Oak Green | TN12 6SH

Telephone bookings are to be paid in advance and are non-refundable ¢ Credit and Debit cards now accepted

LAKE RULES

ATICKET MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FISHING NO FIXED LEAD RIGS. ALL LEADS MUST PASS FREELY OVER LEADER

ALL NETS, UNHOOKING MATS AND WEIGH SLINGS MUST BE DRY BEFORE KNOTS. RIG CHECKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT
DIPPING IN THE DISINFECTANT BATHS 12. RECREATIONAL DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED - IMMEDIATE BAN

NO NUTS OR PARTICLE FOLLOWS
BOILIE AND PELLET ONLY FOR SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE - ALL BAIT 13. PLEASE INFORM FISHERY MANAGEMENT OF ANY SNAGGED TACKLE

WILL BE INSPECTED OR FISH

ALL FISH MUST BE RETURNED TO THE WATER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 14 ANY FISH OVER 28L.B MUST BE REPORTED TO BAILIFF
FOLLOWING CAPTURE. NO STANDING. FISH MUST BE HELD LOW OVERA  15. NO DOGS ALLOWED

MAT/CRADLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS 16. BARBECUES ALLOWED IF OFF THE GROUND
MINIMUM 15LB LINE AND NO BRAIDED MAIN LINE 17. NO BAIT BOATS

NO SACKING OR RETAINING OF FISH IS PERMITTED. THE REMOVAL OF 18. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN BEING
FISH FROM THIS VENUE WILL BE VIEWED AS A CRIMINAL ACT ASKED TO LEAVE AND/OR BANS WHERE APPROPRIATE AND NO REFUND
EACH ANGLER MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 42 INCH LANDING NET AND A WILL BE OFFERED

LARGE PADDED UNHOOKING MAT/CRADLE REGARDLESS OF TARGET . TRICKLEBROOK IS NOW OPERATING A ZERO-TOLERANGE

SPECIES ON SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE POLICY TO ANY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OR ABUSE
BARBLESS HOOKS ONLY TOWARDS ITS BAILIFFS AND STAFF

10. NO LEAD CORE, NO FUSED LEADERS OF ANY KIND INCLUDING SAFEZONE . ALL RUBBISH TO BE TAKEN HOME
CCih\/ OPERANMION
OVERNWWHOREESIHE SUMMER 7AM - 7PM  WINTER 7AM TO DUSK
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Cover Story...

Charlie Clark banks the
biggest brace of the year

Like many heavily pressured carp venues, Pullens Lake on the Elphicks
Fishery Complex has a reputation for being a tough nut to crack.
However, with some thought and careful application, the results can be
nothing short of spectacular when you get it right. This month’s cover
star Charlie Clark had one such session, landing two carp for a combined
weight of over 100lbs. Charlie takes up the story of what is the largest
brace of carp landed this year and one of the biggest of all time...

"A group of five of us had booked the lake for 60hrs.
Along with myself was my uncle, Paul Clark, as well as
venue regulars Tim and Paul Carter and Glen Wood, all of
whom have had some tremendous results at Elphicks over
the years.

After a chat with the bailiff,who informed us that it was
fishing very slow with only two fish caught in the previous
week, we had a draw to determine swim choice. The first
three decided to set up on the roadside bank, I came out
fourth and opted to fish on the far side of the lake in an area
that we refer to as the bay. Although a relatively small
water, the fish can be very quick to move away from angling
pressure and stack up in any undisturbed areas. My thinking
was that the three anglers on the road bank would push any
fish in front of them in my direction and give me a chance of
a quick bite. Glen was last out the bag and took it one step
further, setting up at the far end.

My swim had two obvious spots, a reed lined margin and the
inside edge of a kidney shaped island. These can be
somewhat of a double edged sword. On the one hand,
because they stand out, most anglers will bait these spots
and the carp are used to finding food there. On the other,
the carp are well aware that they are being fished for and will avoid them at the slightest hint of a rig being present. Because of
this I dropped my third rod just a couple of rod lengths off the margin in a fairly nondescript area of water. The thinking is that
anglers will often take multiple casts to get a bait ‘just right’ leaving the contents a number of pva bags dotted around the around
the swim, away from the obvious spots. Replicating this but leaving the hookbait in situ, can be a great way of fooling even the
most wary of carp.

What a way to end the session!

I baited very lightly on all three spots. Half a
handful of cell boilie crumb and sweetcorn
over the margin and near range spit and a
small pva bag on the island rod. All three
rods were set up with ronnie rigs and baited
with small northern special pop-ups.
Keeping everything pinned down is an
absolute must on these types of water and
for that reason I use a fluorocarbon mainline
and fish it slack enough that it droops
between the rod eyes, with the bobbin on
the floor.

The daylight hours passed without
interruption and a heavy frost came in with
the darkness. Hardly the best conditions for
a bite! Yet at 2:30am my alarm screamed
into life as a fish made a rapid exit from the
short range spot. Any thoughts of the cold
night air were soon forgotten as an unseen,
and unstoppable force, surged out into open
water. Your senses tend to be amplified at
night but even so, I had no doubt that I was
attached to a sizeable fish.

45Ibs 20zs - Charlie’s first PB of the trip
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Slowly I turned the tide in my favour and eventually drew my prize over the waiting
net. My Uncle, who had seen my headtorch from his swim, came around to help with
the weighing and photos and we were both gobsmacked when the needle spun around
to 45Ibs 20zs. A new PB by 5Ibs. We did the pictures and returned the fish and then
after much back slapping and numerous mugs of tea, Paul returned to his swim and left
me with my thoughts. Nothing else happened and as dawn broke it was clear that the
fish had moved to the road bank as throughout the day, one by one the alarms sounded
on that side of the lake.

Still on cloud nine, I didn’t mind the lack of action and was quite content to soak up the
atmosphere. As the evening drew in I redid my rods hoping for a repeat performance of
the first night. Unfortunately the hours of darkness passed without interruption but at
first light the island rod was away. Another heavy, ponderous fight told me that this
was another big fish but just as everything seemed to be under control the hook pulled
barely two rod lengths from the net. Gutted! I trudged around to my Uncles swim to
bemoan my luck and having seen events unfold from his vantage point, he already had
the kettle on by the time I got there.

Tim and Paul Carter, as well as Glen, who between them had accounted for a thirty and three forties to 47Ibs 20zs, had to leave
early and said there goodbyes as I sat drinking tea in my Uncles swim. Unbelievably just as they left, Uncle Paul was into a fish
and landed an immaculate 34lbs 20zs mirror soon after. His third fish of the session, the others weighing 33Ibs 40zs and 41Ibs
60zs. Clearly the fish had followed the same route as the previous day and were now gathering along the road bank.

This is where I am indebted to my Uncle Paul. With the others leaving and the road bank to himself, he could have been in for a
grandstand finish but knowing that 1'd lost a fish and was unlikely to get another chance from my swim he insisted that I bring my
rods round and fish where the fish clearly were.

With renewed enthusiasm I soon had my bivvy packed away and set up next to Paul with just my rods, net and mat. The odd swirl
and patch of bubbles gave away the presence of more fish as they moved into the area. I repeated the approach of the close in
rod from my previous swim. Half a handful of boilie crumb and sweetcorn just off the marginal shelf. The only difference was that
I tied up a German rig, incorporating a 20/b blend omc hooklink and a size 8 korda kamagura hook. Bait wise I opted for a Sticky
Baits wafter, trimmed down to be as inconspicuous as possible. This was then lowered onto the spot with a 40z lead on a clip, with
the mainline left as slack as possible. My rods were only a few metres from my Uncles swim and we were sat in his bivvy to shelter
from the biting wind when my alarm went into overdrive.

In seconds I was on the rod and bent into what I can only describe as an unmovable weight. It was as if someone had hooked a
sack of cement onto my line. A sack of cement that was clinging to the lakebed and was now powering off on an unstoppable run.
I prefer to fish off of the reel rather than the clutch when playing big fish and time and time again I was forced to backwind as the
fish made its bid for freedom.

The minutes ticked by and the anticipation rose, as we still hadn't seen this monster of the depths. No amount of pressure could
persuade the fish to come up in the water. Eventually, after
about 20 minutes, a massive vortex swirled at the front of the
swim, as the fish chugged around under the rod tip, followed by
the top lobe of huge tail breaking the surface. With one last
effort I was able to bring the fish to the surface for Paul to net.

It was clearly one of the lakes true giants so to avoid any
confusion we called Phil the bailiff to assist with the weighing.
Even with both of us lifting the pole through the scales, it still
took a considerable amount of effort to raise the fish off the
mat and when Phil Read out a weight of 571bs 8ozs you could of
knocked me over with a feather!

Two PB fish for a combined weight of 102Ibs 100zs and to be
able to share it with my Uncle Paul who has been a constant in
my angling career, right back to tiddler bashing on farm ponds, Elphicks has been designed and built with the modern angler in mind.
was the best feeling of all.” We have 7 lakes available for day ticket and session fishing. Each
lake has it's own parking within easy reach of the swims and all
swims are ‘all weather’ - either built of Astroturf, stone or bark.
Please contact the fishery for further information on any of our lakes.

Elphicks Fisheries Spelmonden Road
Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8EL

Te: 01580 212512

email: info@elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

e —

www.elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

f

,/l
Charlie’s Uncle Paul with a 34lbs 20zs mirror




SET IN THE HEART OF 1066 COUNTRY
POWDERMILL LANE, BATTLE, EAST SUSSEX, TN33 0SU
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FARM

CALL FOR

Steve - Rosie’s Lake, Wylands Farm

Fishery Reports

Cold water common for Carl

The weather has been far from kind of late. A continual cycle of
cold spells, bitter winds, snow and rain has kept many an angler
sheltering indoors. But the weather wasn’t bad enough to deter

Carl Milton from venturing to Wylands Fishery for a day session

on the complexes New Specimen Lake.

Location is key in cold water conditions and after a thorough
look around the lake, Carl spotted some subtle signs of fish
activity.

A well placed cast saw Carl bend into a fish less than 30
minutes later as this 28lbs 120zs dark coloured common found
his Steamies TNT pop-up too good to resist. Carl fished a
spinner rig, constructed from OMC tackle, to land the scale
perfect carp after a dour fight.

FIELD

Plant Hire Ltd

UV STABLE RESIN BOUND

This is a fantastic option for creating a stylish outdoor
surface, ideal for driveways, patios and paths.
Non Fade - Slip Resistant . Permeable

Large variety of colours « 15 Year Guarantee

For more information contact Field Plant Hire on:
ant@fieldplanthire.co.uk
07715980981 / 01435 812930



AeBe(C (Anything But Carp)

There is no getting away from the fact that carp fishing dominates today’s
stlllwater angling, and as good as that is, it’s not for everyone. In fact there is a

. : growing interest amongst
| many anglers to actively
avoid carp and instead
go in search of specimen
fish of other species that
inhabit our lakes and
ponds. One such venue
where this is possible is
Furnace Brook, nr
LU R RRERY = Cowbeech, where,

LEEW ® | although carp are

= | present, thereis a

= plethora of other species

| to provide any angler
~ =5 with true mixed fishing
experience.

a5 e o 1
A stunning deep-bodied roach | Oneangler that has been
maklng the most of this style of
angling is Garry Willis. On a
recent visit, Garry enjoyed
tremendous sport. Fishing 6lb
line, a simple 10z running leger,
a pva bag of maggots and
alternating between worm,
maggot and prawn on a size 12
hook, he managed to catch a
variety of species including some
real specimens, consisting of
tench, bream, roach, perch and
| of course, just to keep things
Another lovely redfin | interesting, the occasional carp.

Batsford Pollow of . ¢ 8
. o8 .85
Furnace Brook “Aeiece of it $ 88 g
Q> R Ii " B group overnight stays ¢ 2 e A
< nad-v\rodlv‘ inspiring 00’\9 ing eaven g oal
Facilities: - ‘ \
River-fed 5acre lake with a range - 8 secluded & spacious ¢ '\ /\ “; i
of specimen fish including: swims y 7 A W@(‘
- Bespoke overnight shelters o oY |
Tench (5lbs +) . P % i
- Catering facilities g N Y
Perch (3lbs +) . Showers . ‘*_
Roach & Rudd (2lbs +) a0 L\
Bream Main Lake ‘?‘ if ! :
Barbel Day & overnight tickets ¢ 5
Carp (up to 25lbs) Facilities: 1. )
, . ; HAY
Furnace Brook CIC is a Certified o W 4  smomsmoseccicon - 16 easy access, spacious & same’
>/, ECOSYSTEM 2
NS Ceneration pesoration. " RESTORATION secluded swims egend
. AN Recommedation TN $hawices
, - Parking close to lake e ra e
furnacebrook.co.uk/fishing i g%‘ :“‘“' S ) e
01435 830 835 enquiries@furnacebrook.co.uk PCisiligiclies H M.ru;. o a.:.::.(., un
Trolliloes Lane, Trolliloes, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 4QR * Showers
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Another angler who is celebrating is Kenny Johnson, who
bought a whole new meaning to the term ‘Catching a River
Twenty’ during his latest pike fishing trip to the River Cray.
) The fantastic specimen was hooked on a korum squirm and

Readers will remember that we featured Freddy Beaney in last was definitely his catch of the day!

month’s edition with a fantastic new personal best Pike of

14lbs 120zs.

The ink barely had time to dry before Freddy was in touch to

report not only had he broken his PB again but had also landed

his first twenty pounder. A memorable milestone in any pike

anglers journey, even more so when they are caught from a

river and as well marked as this impressive 20lbs 8ozs fish.

An early morning start proved to be the key to Freddy’s success

and in his own words it “was well worth the effort”. We certainly

agree.

FRESHWATER Find us on:
facebook.

Eastbourne Road (A22), e
Newchapel, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6F = i
Tel: 01342 324006 i

Mobile: 07710 656041

-_

Facebook
Instagram: @beaverfishery

We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds.
Open 7am - 7pm Summer time and 7am - 6pm Winter time. Day ticket, overnight and long stays welcome.

Facilities include: _ — :.. : Concessionary Tickets for
'- Y Junior, Disabled and OAPs

On Site Tackle Shop
o 3 - - No pre-bookings taken
12 Car Parks including - BB - ) A o | for swims

Disabled Friendly Parking Win a FREE SESSION with

Shower/Wetroom RN, ZdN i | our Fish of the Month

: : : Competition
Disabled Friendly Toilets
Automatic Security Gates

Seasonal Snack Bar =2 | b Ol = =“'1  that close at 7pm (Summer)
with Hot and Cold Food : e N e ' 6pm (Winter)

2 huts available for hire | R : : 24-hour CCTV
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Absolute T ackle

B#dgh‘ _bjf = =1

{r\f“\

.absblutetuckle.co.uk

All the top brands for the coarse, carp,
predafor and sea angler

rozen baits always in s’roc
"‘"‘I"i —'FF?‘———“ # N .

gii‘{g_"o :*ﬂ Ieads ik

Plenty of FREE parking right outside the door
Monday to Saturday 9am - S5pm / Sunday 9am -1pm

12 Wealden Forest Park, Herne Common CT6 7LA

Between Canterbury & Herne Bay on A291 - just 10 minutes from either!
Email: badders22000@hotmail.com

BAIT AVAILABILITY DEPENDENT ON TIDE AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
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Beaver Fishery Lingfield, Surrey

To fish Snipe Lake, Westlake or Daughters Lake there are certain tackle
requirements in force. See website for details. As from Spring 2023 all anglers
on Westlake will be required to have a dedicated Catfish mat. Well, we have
had to batton down the hatches and told on tight as we have suffered again
from Mother Nature. This time she decided to treat us with winds of over
50mph so we have had to spend a week picking up the pieces. By pieces I
mean thousands of branches blown into the lakes, car parks and roads and we
have had to deal with some large trees that were downed too. As of writing
this report we have had to shut one bank on Snipe Lake due to a big tree down
whilst we deal with it. Sadly it has knocked our winter maintenance back yet
again but by the time you are reading this we should be back to some sort of
normality. The lakes and ponds are finally showing signs that spring is here
with fish being banked, insects starting to show themselves and we've even
seen the first bumblebee of the year this week.

has been slow but there have been a few banked, George Gibbs

banked an 18lbs mirror, Steve Gladwin had 2 commons at 20lbs and 23lbs,

Ian York managed to bank a small common and a mirror of 23Ibs 80zs while

Gavin Bryant banked 2 of the new stockies at 16lbs 100zs and 18Ib and

Phil Clegg put an end to a tough run by banking a 26lbs 120zs common and a

22lbs common and Al Randall banked his first fish of the year which was a

241bs common. [TIEZELEY has not seen too many anglers out as yet but

there have been a few cats banked so its looking like the cats are waking up.

Josh Bashford had a decent 24 hours when he banked 2 catfish at 49Ibs and

55lbs while Russell Scrace banked what we believe to be the big one but sadly his scales only went to 65lbs and the

cat bottomed them out but from comparing the pics of the lake record and Russell’s catch it does look like the same

fish. Russell learnt a valuable lesson which is if you are fishing for cats over 80Ibs then ensure the scales are up to it.

b E1ICN has been producing some of the new carp we recently stocked as well as bream and silvers.

DENT ISR ETICY has woken up fully yet but Henry Simmonds banked a 15Ibs common, Peter Clarke had a 16lbs

mirror and Chris Pinnell had a new PB when he banked a 16lbs common. has seen the tench start to

react to the longer daylight and slightly warmer water and have been caught well with Callum Hutchins banking 19 =

tench, 4 bream, 3 commons and 4 perch to 2Ibs and Matt White banking 9 tench to 3lbs 120zs, 4 perch and one F1. |

| EFRIETICE has been quiet for day anglers but the ones that have fished it have banked bream, F1's and silvers.

W EVIEHETIGEY has seen the most action of late with a mix of carp, bream and pike banked. Dan Gregory banked a —

small common, 2 mirrors at 10lbs and 15Ibs, his first ever pike at 9lbs and then another pike at 19Ibs 130zs, e

Billy Snape end a bad run when he banked a ghostie and a common which were both low doubles, Paul and Claire Snipe La

Owen had a carp each on a day session, Norman Epps banked a 12lbs 8ozs pike, Nick Boyt had a low double

common and 2 bream, Tom Fedczuk had a 9lbs 80zs mirror and a 4lb tench while his buddy Toby Collister banked an 11lbs common and a 17Ibs
ghostie, George Roberts and Kieran Jeffreys had a take at the same time which resulted in a 16lbs ghostie and an 11lbs mirror, Terry Edwards had 2
decent bream, a 9lbs 120zs mirror and 2 commons of 14lbs 100zs and 15lbs 20zs and Colin Humm had a mirror of 18Ibs 100zs while Nick Bevis banked

! __-,ui!l’;- .
e el LR
o T

v /L

George Roberts 16lbs / Kieran Jefferys 111bs - Majors
- T :

B NS MR ) SRS
Henry Symmonds - 15lbs Daughters Peter Clarke - 16lbs Daughters Tom Fedczuk - 9lbs 8ozs Majors

Russell Scrace
65lbs+ PB
Bottomed out
Scales

W

Finley -.Jeff’s Lake New étéckie Karl Wallis - Jeff's Lake New Stockie Josh Bashford - 55Ibs Westlake
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s MFC

Outdoor Stores

Here at MFC Outdoor Stores we have a huge range of fishing
Supplies. From Fox to Middy we have a wide range of
different brands for you to choose from. We also have a large
range of Air Rifles and Workwear for those who are
interested.

MFC DUTDOOR STORE .~ se

GARDNER OMIB*BV 79 I_(DDE_X 0kuma S

bl ”L”Tr = *mainline = Wm€—m<r & bl b

WWW. MFCOUTDOORSTORES.COM

Phone: 01323 846883
Email; info@mfcoutdoorstores.co.uk
9 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 2BE
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Korum backed angling coach Kevin Durham spends a lot of his
time working with young anglers at Coombewood Fishery as
part of the Fishing For Schools initiative, which prides itself on
encouraging and supporting youngsters from all backgrounds
into the sport.

Occasionally though, he finds the time to fish for himself and
when he does his ability is clear to see as these two twenty
pound pike from a North Kent gravel pit show

Both fish were taken at long range using legered deadbait
tactics, using a combination of whole Herring and mini Mackerel

Beachborough Brace

Pablo from Bankbeasts and member Louise with a brace of
twenties a 25Ibs common and a 24lbs 8ozs mirror caught within
half hour of each other. The lakes at Beachborough provided the
duo with two of its older residents, caught on a chod and a
Ronnie rig over a bed of Active Bait Solutions mc nut, with pop
ups being the hookbait of choice.

Fishery Reports

COOMBEWOOD FISHERY
High Halden  Kent  TN26 3JH

Call: 07895 679569 ) stagun

email: alex@coombewoodfishery.com

Located in our peaceful private ancient woodland in the heart of the
Kent countryside, we have 2 family friendly, well stocked main lakes.
Fully accessible to disabled anglers including the toilet fascilities.
Front Pleasure / Match Lake - Mixed Species with Carp to 20lb+
Back Specimen Lake - Cats to 40lb+, Carp to 30lb (average 15Ib)

We also have for hire, a Private Woodland Lake and a secluded Camping
Area with private float only pond, BBQ, shower & parking space.
GROUP / CLUB / MATCH BOOKINGS WELCOME (Front Lake Only)
Professional Angling Trust accredited Coaching available for all ages.
Day tickets from £8.00 available on the bank. Pre-booked night sessions

www.coombewoodfishery.com

Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH

Mlxed tourse flshery with carp to mid 20s
Perfecl Ior fumllles and experienced anglers

“Day mbe; ﬁihl“g .._gmém;l)_usk - Only £5 per rod!
: g TN e o)

.24 hour fishing

by prior arrangement
Non-members £20
__Mem‘begs_El 0

Annual Day Ticket membership 1rod - £80/ 2 rods - £120
Buy a whip, bait + Day Ticket for just £15!

f Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB
01323 840889 / 07707 759364

www.horammanorfishery.com
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Ned: el www.jackfrosttackle.co.uk
01293 521186

Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7THB

Jack Frost Tackle Crawley. Crawley's
Premier fishing tackle shop for carp
fishing, match fishing and sea fishing.

Over 400 rods on display

Surrey and Sussex Trakker
& Nash Super Centres

One of Sussex’'s biggest
Superstores with two floors
and 3,500 square feet

Parking QUAUITY
SECONDHAND
TACKLE - CALL FOR
DETAlLS

7))/\\‘/‘//\ @'.Eﬁfﬁl S

NEW GLOTHING SHOWROOM NOW OPEN!
The South’s LARGEST selection of clothing and footwear. Please see our Facehook page.
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Greenacres Farm Fishery Biddenden, Kent

[EXXZEN Fishing is steady going now its getting, water levels are on the rise
with fish showing over small baited areas using your chosen choice of hook
bait. Preferred hookbaits seem to be sticky krill or mainline cell boilie.

B2 Robin red halibut pellets and luncheon meat seem to be the best
baits at the minute for
catfish which are
mainly getting caught
late afternoons and
through the night to
early mornings. Carp
can be caught on
small baited areas
close to the islands or
margins or with solid
pva bags casting to
showing fish.

EET still fishing
really well on float or
quiver tactics for a
mixed bag of fish.
Preferred hookbaits
seem to be maggots
and luncheon meat
over a bed of pellet or
groundbait.

This is a brilliant lake if you are starting up fishing for the first
time as it is full of fish and keeps you busy all day. This lake can also be
booked out for matches if you give us a call on : 07933 934942

A very unique lake tucked out the way, this lake holds some

lovely tench to 6Ib and carp to 10Ib and is very peaceful. A large bag of fish

can be caught from this lake at certain times of the year so be prepared.

RULES

Dip all nets, slings, unhooking mats and cradles before entering any lakes or you will be asked to leave. No takeaways after 6pm.

No Bins on site so take all rubbish home including your fag butts. Please read all the rules for each lake www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk
No keepnets unless authorised by a member of staff. Single hooks when pike fishing ‘No Trebles".

Ag Shirkoak [

- : ¥ s, AR .| fishery is situated
o Flsher da v/ on the outskirts of
; ﬁ y g0 R w0 o Wc:od;h:rc.t:anllage,
'>—- S S—— - | stocked with car
$? S’ and B&B o O P s to 30bstand

Pike to 20Ibs+.

Night fishing is permitted
by prior arrangement
only. We can also offer
food delivered to your
swim, our full English
breakfast is proving
extremely popular!

WHY NOT TRY A POD? Fishing prices start at £12

) - ] A for 2 rods for 12 hours.
Sleeps two people - included is shower, toilet, wash hand basin, kettle, toaster,
double gas ring, sink, microwave, bedlinen, towels, cutlery, crockery & BBQ.

Minimum stay is 48 hours at £120 per day for two people including fishing.

OAP TUESDAY

£10 incl. bacon roll!
Pre-hookings only

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ

Follow us on Facebook h . k k f For more Bf;'g‘;ﬁ:;n 4?49835;‘33"
‘Shirkoak Fishery’ - . Hugh on
for regular updartyes WWW.Shirkoakiarm.com or 01233 860279
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‘Sissinghurst Road | Biddenden | Kent | TN27 8EH

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality lakes for all. There is one specimen
lake for carp up to 30lbs+, one specimen predator lake for carp to 27lbs+, catfish to 60lbs+ and pike,
one match lake with twenty-two purpose built swims, one coarse lake and finally a tench/family pond.

Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower, wet room and kitchen facilities.

This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!

Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes, £15 for the specimen lakes
rising to £25 for a 24 hour ticket (£5 extra for a third rod).
Gates open at 7am and close at 7pm

SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £5 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

To book, please call or text us on 07933 934942

or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk
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Claygate Lakes Claygate, Marden, Kent

o AR . £ Sty
Well the weather has started to warm up, and the fish have woken up.

|E1IEWL)A Regulars

Matt and Brad along

with his dad Edd, have
“ .| had a few out on

.| maggot ring, also yellow §
| pop ups. Whilst writing

a few carp have been

taken off the top. Don't E& -

forget to try your margin at n|ght a

on as we limit anglers at the weekends.

=] Red punch along with corn working even some meat is worth a try.
| LELGRELLIEN Fish coming out down the middle to maggot and chopped

y o come in close. Remember to book

Please have the correct money for your payment, you can also pay via bank
transfer.

New Claygate Lakes €52

s DAY & NIGHT FISHING - TN12 9PL y?
Romney Angling For all match and pleasure bookings and enquiries

59 High Street I . please ring Dave 07770 513448
New Romney | 1 ﬁ% NIGHT F|SH|NG ON ALL LAKES
TN28 8AH FREE DELIVERY

01797 362889 § * " on purchases over £30 <

ithin 10 mile radius
Open: -f

Mon to Fri
8.30am to 6pm

Sat 8am to 6pm
Sun 7am-12noon M-

INIEW FAMILY RUN SH@P OPE

— Fresh maggots,
Catering for coarse, worms, lug and D e S ‘ R
carp, sea and match casters to order, frozen LAKE EVA match/pleasure - Carp 27Ib+ Tench 11lb+ Chub Slb+

sea haits | Barbel élb+ Perch 5lb+ Bream and other silvers

LAKE OPHIE match/pleasure - Cdrp -6lb+ Tench 8lo+
Chub Slb+ Barbel 4lb+ Perch 3lb+ Bream 11lb+ Roach 2lb+
Skimmer Bream and other silvers

www.newclaygatelakes.co.uk
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VICH LAKE

Coarse Fishery 4

Sandwich Lakes is a delightful day ticket fishery in East Kent
situated near to the Royal Cinque Port town of Sandwich.
Set in a beautiful countryside location, the venue caters for all

anglers from the specialist carp angler to beginners.

Our unrivalled facilities include:

A waterside cafe serving hot and cold food and drinks
Ladies and gents toilets ® Plenty of free parking
On site tackle shop for bait and tackle ® Rod hire

We can offer our visitors six coarse fishing lakes containing a variety [
of fish from silver fish to specimen carp. Matches and fishing lessons (&5
can be arranged by contacting our Fishery Manager Kevin Killeen.

The lakes: iyl

VICTORY LAKE a specimen water of two acres with interesting '
island features and lily pads in the margins. Stocked with commons
and mirrors to 35lbs along with ghost carp, tench, roach, rudd and

specimen perch. Night fishing by prior booking available.

KINGFISHER LAKE this pond is 0.6 acres in size and is heavily stocked W|th commons and mirrors to
12lbs and is ideal for bagging up! All eight swims are wheelchair friendly with excellent access direct
from the car park. A bridge from Kingfisher allows easy access to Victory Lake.

MATCH LAKES - DAMSON AND VICTORIA one acre in size, each of these lakes are designed for the match angler
having shallow margins with reeds for summer fishing and a deep drop off for light feeder work and winter fishing.

il They are stocked with a great variety of fish including carp to 16lbs and we believe these are the most uniquely designed
match lakes in Kent!

MEADOW LAKE one acre in size with eight marked pegs and traditional grass bank fishing, Meadow is stocked with
Y scaley mirrors and commons to 14 Ibs. This lake also holds large perch and roach so you will be sure to catch!

4 BERRY LAKE is one acre in size and stocked with 3000 F1s, commons, mirrors, roach, rudd, perch and some large bream.
SLELOVIELCH Float and pellet tactics work well on this lake. IN the summer months, surface sport with mixers produces huge bags of fish.

Day Ticket Prices:
1rod-£8 2rods-£10 Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) - £25  Under 16s - £6  Sundowner (3pm to 7pm) - £6
Rod hire (includes seat hire & landing net) - £5 Night fishing 24 hours (by prior arrangement) - £20

Holidays at Sandwich Lakes
30 touring pitches with 16 amp EHU, new toilet
All bookings and shower block with disabled wetroom.
&9::» Caravans & trailer tents £15 per night
5 ‘ﬁ Large motorhomes £18 per night Mg#géﬁ%&‘erg&a
e\TCHUp Pitch fees include EHU We also have a CL site
on Sandwich Lakes and showers! for Caravan & Motorhome Club members

www.sandwichlakes.co.uk
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The important thing is to match the
rod and reel to the size of carp you are targeting and then
in turn that will dictate the size of feeder you are able to
use. A general quiver tip rod is perfect for smgle figure to
mid-double sized carp, whereas o

if targeting larger fish or
fishing at distance a
specialist style rod
with a test curve &£
of 1.75lb+ will 4
be required.

The use of Method Feeders first
came to prominence on the UK
match fishing circuit during
the 1980's. The concept is
simplicity itself. A flat or open
framed in-line feeder wrapped
in groundbait with a hookbait
presented on a very short
hooklink.

The Method works on the
principle that as fish compete for
the groundbait it is almost
inevitable that they will pick up
the hookbait and the short
hooklink creates a very efficient
self hooking rig.

Method Feeders are available i many
shapes, sizes and weights. The main ones are vaned, grip
lead and flatbed. The first two are probably best suited to
the new or occasional method fisheries as they are easy to
use and you can mould the method mix around the whole
feeder/lead with your hands. Flatbed Feeders are the
preferred feeder for match anglers but are more prone to the
method mix flying off during the cast.

The best advice is to start small and get the hang of casting
before moving to bigger and heavier Feeders. It is always
advisable to use a length of rig tubing above your feeder to
help both pin the line down and protect fish during the fight.
-l
< JJ
M -

Since their original inception,
Method Feeders have become
highly specialised pieces of tackle
with different designs aimed at
match, specialist and even
specimen carp fishing but in their
most basic form they are very
effective way of targeting day
ticket carp lakes. In this months
article we look at what you need
to get started.

A SR le pie] ) On day ticket fisheries,

the method is ideally suited to open water
fishing. The great benefit is that wherever
you cast your hookbait will be presented
as part of the food parcel which means .
wherever it lands, it will be fishing -
effectively. When casting, start by
using a gentle overhead ‘lob’ to get
used to the extra weight. Trying to
‘punch’ the rig out will result in
showering yourself in method mix as
the force causes the groundbait to part
ways with the feeder!




April 2023 21

VN T s (o o] (M C-\\ D [o]o] €] Even a small Method Feeder will weigh a

surprising amount when loaded with groundbait. Therefore it is important to erron |
the side of caution when choosing a mainline to avoid ‘crack-offs’ when casting. I [ .
A line of no less than 10Ib breaking strain is a good starting point. [:' ALLATRAX

There are lots of shop bought options when it comes to method | ( - :
hooklinks but if you are tying your own then aim to make P ' )‘ \“ Z
them around 10cm long using monofilament in either s Il '

6 or 8Ib breaking strain. Hooks should be matched to 4 Vl\ N\ Size 10/ Quantity: 19
the size of bait and for general carp fishing you / \ ‘i

should have a selection between sizes 10 and 14.

W DRI A method mix is

simply a sticky ground bait that

9\ idea to start with one of the many
i shop bought mixes. Follow the
2§ | mixing instructions carefully to

. more confident you can add 2
' 4 small amounts of free offerings 5
44 to the mix or bulk it out using &§

EIYy
8
1]

" ’-"°!i!;
AL

t i b ..
. | | 1 {f [ [ ] e A - .
N TY) J‘l-'{*'fif!iiﬁlnlnslll‘n i]h[1li[l|t{ ot (LS B\, ~ is a self hooking rig that works on the
] N 11 ! . . o
LUy Y 1 -‘i!',T.!.lLTI'\T_I"{JQJ(:{:',‘“, BN e principle that once a fish has taken the

@i

|
A
S

—-= itself. Alarms and bobbins can be used but

1‘;: will drive you to distraction with constant

i : ~ lifts and drops as the fish compete over
e i b .,Qy R e R A, f\;{": the method feeder, pushing it around the
As with all things fishing there are a huge variety of & 1 - lakebed in the process. Far better to use
dedicated hook baits for method fishing but as a starting point $<' a quiver tip or leave your reel in the
I sweetcorn and trout pellet are both very effective. There is no g v~ free-spool position. There is no confusing

need to use a hair rig as sweetcorn can be fished straight FEEEEE <. a bite on the method in warm water
on the hook and pellets can be attached via a pellet conditions as your rod will hoop over as an
band, allowing you to change between baits without angry carp exits your swim at a great rate
having to change rigs. One thing that I've found is of knots!

_\ that ‘less is more’ when it comes to hookbaits.
A small bait is more likely to get hoovered up
without hesitation by a hungry carp whereas a
larger bait may arouse suspicion and be avoided. The Method will work on any water but below is a

. . lecti hereiti ticularl ited:
Vary your presentation by moulding your selection where it is particularly suite

hookbait onto the groundbait or leaving fishing free Greenacres Farm Fishery / Coombewood Fishery

to see which gets bit icker.
Ch gets Dites quicke Hawkhurst, Quarry Lake / Chart Hill Lakes
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PINIONS 2

FISHING BAITS

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Saturday 9am until 5pm
Sunday 10am until 4pm

01622 718580

431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB
(only 5 minutes from M20 Junction 5) Ample FREE parking

22

DELIVERY
SERVICE
AVAILABLE

WhatsApp us on

07808 645806

LUAVALE

These lovely family owned lakes just south of
Maidstone are open all year for you to enjoy!
CLUB AND MATCH BOOKINGS WELCOME

COARSE LAKE totals 5.5 acres SPECIMEN LAKE covers 1.4 acres

07398 571337

OPEN DAILY 7am to 7pm (walk-ins welcome)
Night fishing available 7pm to 7am

charthilllakes @\

Chart Hill Road Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ
www.charthilllakes.co.uk

f Chart Hill Lakes

Fishery Reports

Graham Dann had a great result fishing a few hours during a
slight lift in temperatures with these two great conditioned fish.
Both fell to a zig fished 2ft below the surface. Black foam
topped with yellow tempted them and they were the only fish
out during his visit with all bottom rods motionless. As Graham
mentioned to FWI “It goes to show how searching the layers
this time of year can pay off. It's not a tactic I've used often but
certainly more confident now!”

Fine common for Dave

An immaculate 18lbs 10z common carp was the best of a multi
fish haul for Dave Purcell who spent 36hrs at the popular
Orchard Place Farm Fishery. Dave endured freezing overnight
conditions but was able to benefit from relatively *high” daytime
temperatures of 6 degrees with a succession of fish falling to
single hookbaits fished in conjunction with pva bags of pellet.




l[den Wood
Fishery

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown

01797 280180
Mobile:

07906 232225

5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of
woodland, containing
Carpto 30Ibs, Tench to 5lbs,
Bream to 9Ib plus Roach,
Rudd and Chub

Vehicle access/night fishing
allowed / match bookings taken

Spring Lodge | Iden Wood Fishery
| Coldharbour Lane | Iden | Rye |
East Sussex | TN317UT

aprii 2023 [ 23

Cuckfield Road
BURGESS HILL RH15 8RE

Opening times:
Mon-Fri: 8.00am to 5.30pm
Sat: 8.00am to 12.30pm
Sunday: Closed  Bank Holiday: Closed

@ check out our Facebook and Instagram
for the latest news and competitions!
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Catch Reports

; &= . N N ¢ oS
Mark Cramp - 3lbs 150zs common - North Lake, Elphicks Lucy Gruber - 23Ibs - Pear Tree Lake, Hartleylands

5 lakes and Advanced booking
1.25 miles available

of the GABRIELS Day & night
River Eden FISHERY session fishing

Toilets and Camping &
shower facilities Caravanning facilities

SWALLOW LAKE
& HARE LAKE
great for beginners

Specimen Lake -
ADMIRAL LAKE
fish to 41lbs

OAK LAKE
carp to 30lbs
&

SILVER
 Match Lake -

L

Gabriels Fishery | Marsh Green Road | Edenbrldge TN8 5PP

Bait and Tackle Shop: 01732 865355
Email: info@gabriels-fishery.co.uk

www.gabriels-fishery.co.uk

Dave Mason - Sturgeon - Edenbrooks Fisher§ Andy Heslop - 2|bs 3ozs Rainbow Trou Alder Lake

Hawkhurst Fish Farm

Hastings Road, Hawkhurst, Kent, TN18 4RT
T: 01580 753813 E mfo@hawkhurstf‘shfarm co.uk

One of the most beautiful fisheries in Kent and
Sussex; we have lakes suitable for all anglers -
from Jumors and Nowces to Specnmen Hunters!

hawkhurtﬁshfa co uk



April 2023 W 25

Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6NY
01892 838576 or 07860 608218 g

At Orchard Place Farm you can surround yourself in the
natural heauty of the Kent countryside, located just outside of the picturesque town of Paddock Wood, and only
8 miles from Maidstone. The fishery hoasts 13 lakes - 10 carp and catfish lakes and 3 match/pleasure lakes.

FULLY FUNCTIONING LAKE 13 - CARP & CATFISH WATER
SPECIMEN

LAKES Many swims have disabled access  All-weather pathways leading all PLNl'EAATsCuHéE

DAY TICKETS around the lakes and up to each individual swim e Purpose-built toilets LAKES

ILABLE : . : DAY Tick
gXﬁR £30 located in the main car park (with hot shower) » Between Lake 3 and Lake 4 RODS . §1TOS

48R - £55 (toilet and sink block only) ¢ Block constructed by Lake 7 also contains a

(additional charge

CONCEssIoNs

for 3rd rod) microwave, fridge and washing up facilities. TROD-£8
FOOD IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FROM MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER

www.orchardpIacefarmflshmg co.uk

Tackle/bait/shop situated in the main car park,
stocking all top bait brands including
worms maggots etc. Everything you need at
VERY competitive prices.

NEwW TO ORCHARD PLACE FARM'
HORSMONDEN FISHING LAKES

"~ Two beautiful lakes set in mature,
peaceful Kent countryside in an Area
-— ofOut§tanding Natural Beauty (aons)

- | - R ——— - = _w-——
Carp ' Catfish to 85Ibs - ~ Top Lake has five swims, Bottom Lake
to 38Ibs i <5 has six and both can be fished on a

Bottom Lake N day ticket or lake exclusive booking
Catflsh to 75lbs

Anglers’ mess on site with fresh
running water, wash-basin and toilet

Hnrsmonden Flshmg Lakes, Grnvehurst Road Horsmonden TN12 8B(
All enquiries and hookings to Orchard Place Farm Fishery on 01892 838576
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Anglers have been enjoying fantastic
sport at Lovelace Fishery over the last
month. Some of the highlights include
Michael Fellows with a new PB in the
shape of ‘The Corporal’ at a weight of
25Ibs 8ozs, Gordon Fellows with numerous
fish to 22Ibs. Mark Boxall has also been
getting in on the action with multiple
catches to 22lbs. Last but not least,
Nathan Newick had a very prolific session,
landing 11 fish in 48hrs, weighing
between 16-22Ibs.

Michael Fellows
The Corporal 25Ibs 8ozs

N b3 2ib T:01622-814296
hos Mﬁzﬁﬁaﬂgf@ M: 07941-085011 ~

Our folio of delightful waters include:
River Wantsum CT7 0QN / a section of the River Stour CT31JB
Marshside Fishery: Homersham Lake & Scroggins Lake CT3 4EB

Day Tickets available at all venues:

RIVERS: Adult £5 (Juniors to 16 years FOC)

~ nior g b0y )25 TRADE-IN-TACKLE

Night Fishing 5pm to 7am: Adult £15 with loyalty card £12 Carp, Coarse and Vintage Angling Specialist
Night Fishing 24 hours: . .
Adult £25 with loyalty card £20 / Junior as for Day Tickets ' - Good quality, pre-loved tackle purchased and sold
. — . LUAANLAL By Stockist of Korda, Nash, Gardner, Middy, Wychwood, Leeda
Night fishing:

Mainline and many more quality manufacturers.

igstamene Only by prior booking.

_ Come and visit us at:

Contact Wantsum Angling Association on 01227 67306 ‘ ! Maidstong Roadj Waterihgbury ME18 5EH
or visibus\at . (opposite the railway station on the B2015)

‘ www.wantsumaa.co.uk 01622 814296 or 07941 085011

. : _ A warm welcome and a great deal awaits you!
We can also be contacted viathe ~ =& -
Contact Us message service on the website IF SELLING, PLEASE PHONE BEFORE VISITING

Fresh maggots and worms always in stock along with frozen
Note: Juniors up to 13 years deadbaits and a massive range of boilies and groundbaits.

to be with an adult FOC




Angling Societies
Tonbridge & District Angling & FP Society

The river was a bit coloured and running for the last couple of weeks of
the season but there were some worthy catches reported.

Larry Howard had a nice afternoon Chub fishing using his trusty bread
tactics on the feeder.

The last two matches on the river would decide this year’s Match
Championship and it was a very close affair between the top three.

The Winter Peg Down fished at Swanmead was a tough one with only a
few small roach and the odd chublet being caught. Austin Battell took
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241b 0oz @
the honours with 4lbs of small chub while John Cooper worked hard to catch 3Ibs 90zs of small roach to take second spot. In third was MICk
Smith with 3lbs 40zs of small roach and a skimmer.

The last match of the season was the pairs and last year's winners Peter Hole and Austin Battell were drawn together again and manager to take
the win with a combined weight of 9lbs 70zs. In second spot with 9lbs 20zs was Larry Howard and Paul Mitchell and 3rd spot with 7Ibs 50zs
was Sean Pope and Steve Twort. Sean landed a surprise tench over 3lb, while Steve landed a nice 1lb roach. Larry Howard's best fish was a
cracking 3lbs 7o0zs chub. These results did not change the Match Championship, so this year's Champion is Steve Parker, congratulations Steve.

The Society continued work on reinstating the platforms at JaENVEELNELEY plus some new stock of carp to nearly 25Ibs were |ntroduced into

CETGELNIETICEE BGER[REEET H1d continues to fish well with plenty of 20lbs+ carp being caught.
UL ETA R is fishing better with the tench starting to show and roach and rudd being caught to over

1Ib. Plenty of small carp to around 3lbs also comlng out.

Hastings Bexhill & District Freshwater Angling Association

Season runs from 1st April to 31st March.

Established in 1895 the association provides its 14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing:

members and day ticket anglers with various
lakes and rivers to fish throughout Hastings,
Bexhill and the surrounding area.

We currently have seven waters that provide

a mixture of species at specimen weights to
suit all anglers' preferences. As well as the =
lakes run by the association we also offer |

Carp to 52lb 40z, Tench to 12Ib 8oz, Bream to 191b+,
Barbel to 15Ib 20z, Chub to 5Ib+, Perch to 3lb 60z,
Pike to 31lb 60z, Crucians to 4lb 60z and
Grass Carp to 291b 60z.

Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.

members the ability to fish various ®
stretches of river in the surrounding area. Wishing Tree Reservoir

MEMBERSHIP FEE 2022/23 SEASON

Senior Membership - £70 + £10 Joining fee
Ladies Membership - £30 + £10 Joining fee

The association provides waters to suit all
ages, abilities and interests so there’s
something for everyone. OAP 65 years - £35 + £10 Joining fee

Junior Members £10 + NO JOINING FEE
Family Ticket (parents + children u16) - £100 + £10 Joining fee
Flood Barrier Night Ticket - £175 + £10 Joining fee
Student 16-18 years - £35 + £10 Joining fee

To apply to become a member please download and
print the application form from our website.

Complete and return to the Membership officer on the
application, alternatively it is possible to purchase
your membership from any of the tackle shops listed
on our website.

River Rother

View the waters on the web
www.tonbridge-angling.co.uk

For further information please contact:
Chris Pagan 07429 655237  Steve Potter 07935 268174
Postal enquiries: S Corke, 2 The Siding, Bexhill-on-Sea TN40 1RF

hastingsandbexhillangling.co.uk

PO Box 131, Tonbridge TN11 8WB
Contact Martyn on 07802 248861

The Linton Angling Society - Membership Vacancies

We are a small but friendly club with beautiful lake, 2 ponds, 5 reservoirs and over 8 miles of fishing on the River Medway and Beult.
Our waters contain Carp to 32Ib, Pike 30lb+, Tench 8Ib+, Chub 7Ib, Perch 41b and Roach to 3Ib, including some good Bream and Eels. All year fishing, member's guest permits, night fishing allowed.
We run over 30 matches a year and have a large junior section. Concessionary rates available for 0APs, Disabled and Juniors.
For further details contact: JAS0N Tuckey on 07983 569220 c-mail: lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

www.lintonangling.co.uk
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4 _ P L Harry Metcalfe
Ellamay Shaw Y IRG T fishes at every
joined her Dad Asa o, RN chance he gets.
on Wylands Bt On a recent family
Middle Lake for i 4 trip he still managed
this fine looking ' ] to sneak in some
mirror carp. i float fishing for
j ) roach.

Amelia Fuller
fished a small
stretch of her local
river Darenth.
She used
liquidised bread in
an open ended
feeder with a
cheese paste
hookbait for this
lovely chub.

Charlie Siggs
caught this
fantastically
marked Despite facing many challenges,
9lbs 8ozs pike Mollie Gunn
on a soft lure, can't wait for the weather to improve
adding another so she can join her dad on the bank,
of 6lbs. chasing an even bigger PB!

TACKLE HIRE AND TUITION AVAILABLE
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s
Fishing
With spring here and the weather for Schools
improving, there are plenty of things to

look forward to for the coming year

Fishing for schools have had their new intake of schools for this year, this
involves a application for funding that all schools in England and Wales get an
opportunity to take part in and the schools are chosen from the strongest
applications. As well as 7 local Kent schools that were successful , we also have
4 mental health and disability groups we will working with in the summer school
holidays. Year on year our fishing courses get more popular, this year with we
have taken on a new school Longfield academy and from our mental health

| groups we have a new group, Choice support, Peppercorns, Dartford. Never
before has fishing been so popular.

For our work to go ahead we are fortunate enough to have some cracking
sponsors, this month I am looking at one of our sponsors, The Tackle box,
Dartford, who fund a local school, Stone Lodge to do a fishing course. For us, it is
great to have such a power house of the fishing industry on board, one that is
my local tackle shop and has recently celebrated its 40 year anniversary. It
makes common sense that in order for our young people to take up fishing as a
hobby they need a local tackle shop, where they can get their fishing gear, advise
and importantly their maggots. In order for more young people to come into our
sport, it has to be the coaches, tackle shops, clubs and fisheries that play their part in promoting juniors into angling and once there,
supporting them on their way. I know for a fact, what the Tackle box gives back, in order to get young people into fishing.

Winter Coaching

I work all through the school’s
term time. Twice a week at
Rowhill SEN school, Longfield on
a fishing and educational course,
which is an all year course. The
winter months can be tricky, the
main challenge is finding places
to fish that you have got a
chance of a bite, but they are out
there. Rivers normally come into
their own in winter months, it is
just a case of keeping your eye
on the weather forecast and
planning around that. We have
had occasions when the local
lakes are frozen, but the river
being flowing can be your savior
for a fishing session.

| b7 i Lips .' F I ‘ .ﬂ.e-' A : A r ]
R Kyle Roach fishing 13.3.23 Fish where the fish are Reggie with a Hadlow mirror car
Tales from the River Bank . 2 - -

A couple of recent sessions with the Rowhill school students. On the first, we visited Grove Farm fishery, Hadlow with a cold easterly wind
blowing and heavy rain we decided to start in the lodge and look at ground bait. This was the subject of an AQA fishing course we were
working on. The lads learnt how to mix ground bait correctly, looking also at different types of ground bait, colours and flavours that could
be added and the importance of a riddle that can turn poor lumpy ground bait into good textured ground bait.

The boys then went onto the lake to have a fish, at this time of the year the fishing is really hard, especially the silver fish, in some cases
you have more chance of catching a carp than a silver fish. On this session the boys were all fishing whips in the hope of a silver fish, but
the group found the going tough, especially in torrential rain. Getting near to the end of the session, one of our lads saw his float sail
away and proceeded to play a nice fully scaled mirror, which he done well to get in, especially as he was using the humble whip more
associated with catching smaller fish. The prize for catching the fish, on such a beast of a day, was a chocolate, kit cat.

The second session was going to be a challenge, the weather forecast was for gale force winds, just what you don’t want when you are
coaching young people and they are your responsibility, but you know that at some point in the session the lads are going to want to have
a fish. The venue was Shorne Country park, Gravesend a great place to take a youngster to catch fish, but like all fisheries can be difficult
in the Winter. The idea was to start in the Cafe, do a bit of paperwork towards the boys’ fishing course and hopefully then have a fish, as
long as the wind didn't blow us over, which is how it panned out. We found a bit of shelter at the end of the lake, they call the Steps lake,
after an hour of fishing, whips, with light line and small hooks, feeding little and often we had nothing to show for it. We decided for the
last 30 minutes of the session to up sticks and move onto the other lake at the venue The long lake. I made the suggestion, and there
was a lot of stares from the students, as if to say you must be mad, but we did move, only a short walk. The swim we normally fish was
occupied, it was hard to believe that there was another angler out in such windy conditions. Anyway we found a suitable swim, quickly
plumbed up, fed a few maggots the float went in and a few seconds later it went under and we were into our first roach. After that,
feeding little and often the swim was solid, we were catching one fish after the other, it seemed like a miracle. A steep learning curve for
the boys today, it doesn’t matter what your fishing for, whether it be Carp or roach, sometimes to catch, you have to move.
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The Golden Yearsof Coarse’ Flshlng
b_. ‘Bob Ro1ph

Peterborough Electricity Cut

It all started quite by accident when a local angler called Don Barnes
caught a mirror carp of 20Ibs 6ozs from the warm waters of the cut
below the power station outfall in the centre of town

This catch caused quite a stir in the Angling Times of Friday January 9th 1959, as not only had it been caught in the middle of winter, but
also on a float and only 4 Ib breaking strain line!

Angling Times was based in Peterborough in those days, and stories like this were a God given gift for their front page ,as a local reporter
could be on the spot with a camera within the hour. The power station, built before the war, discharged warm water at regular intervals
into this purpose built ‘cut’ after it had been used to cool the turbines within the brick walls of this coal fired station. This warm water did
not generally flow at night, but did so only when this very small generating station was operational, usually between 7am to 11pm, and
the water could reach 85 degrees f.

The Leney strain carp loved it, and thrived in and out of the River Nene for nearly 20 years, until carp anglers discover it! It wasn't pretty
fishing up there, with the constant sweet smell from the sugar beet factory on the other side of the river, which ran adjacent to the ‘cut’,
and the smoke from the coal fired power station blowing all over town. This was no ‘BB’ or Mr Crabtree water, right in the middle of
industrial Peterborough. There was however a good cafe out side the gates, and this proved invaluable when the fishing or the cold
became too much! News of large carp captures spread like wildfire among the young local anglers of Peterborough, to the extent that
schoolboys with no carp fishing experience began to flock to the muddy banks of the cut during all months of the year, and began to catch
20lbs carp in 1961 and 1962, and the local newspaper loved it. Initially during those first 3 years ,at least one large carp was caught
each month during the summer,and then in 1963 during the Autumn and Winter months. A 29lbs fish was taken by a Mr Mike Smith, later
to be recaptured in October by Stan Hill and Peter Harvey when it had reached the weight of 33Ibs 120zs. These were huge fish for the
time, the 10th largest ever caught, and Angling Times was there to record and report on it all.

Needless to say, these events took the carp fishing world by storm, and carp anglers from all over the country converged on Peterborough
to try and get a piece of the action. I, misguidedly, was one of them in 1965. A 19 year old boy with very little carp fishing experience,
but with a van and keen to try my hand! I should have stayed in Kent! The ‘Cut’ was dug in 1954 from the power station and flowed
directly into the River Nene, via a shallow sluice from where the fish could come and go as they pleased.

Of course they chose the warm water, especially in winter! Power stations all over the country have warm water outfalls of one sort or
another when they are sited on rivers or on the coast. The most famous of all is of course Dungeness in Kent where the cod used to
congregate in the shadow of the outfall, and large catches were once made. I even visited here with Dennis Darkin and George Brown on
a few occasions and had some memorable bags of fish, long distance casting with lug, rag worm or peeler crab. It was handy to have two
world class tournament casters with me at the time to show me the ropes!

Much has been written in the carp fishing history books by Chris Ball and Kevin Clifford about the ‘cut’ so I will not dwell too long on it's
history. I will however tell of my limited experiences up there in the long cold winters of 65 and 66 when several members of my newly
formed Kent Specimen group joined the experts from Northampton, Grantham and Leicester to try our hand on this exciting but
uninviting stretch of water.

Ea L . T 4 d o i v
Arriving for another session Bob’s home for another mght trlp
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My very first visit up there was in October 1965, the week end after a
successful first trip to the Royalty Fishery at Christchurch fishing for Barbel. We
thought nothing of travelling hundreds of miles in those days for our fishing,as
petrol was cheap and driving was a novelty for me having only just passed my
test the year before.

Our vans, A35 or Viva vans, were fitted out with racks and shelves to take our
tackle, so a quick get away was possible after work on a Friday evening. When
I think now of what we went through on the chance of catching a big fish, but
everyone was doing it, and we suffered for our hobby. When I say, everybody,
of course I mean all the members of the 18 or so specimen groups that had
sprung up around the country at that time. My old mate Jim Gibbinson was the
one for burning the candle at both ends! He thought nothing of fishing 12
consecutive nights till 1 in the morning, then off to work the next day, and he
was a teacher!! In correspondence from him in the mid 1960s he describes how
an average week end consisted of all night sessions carp fishing to Billing, The
Cut and the main River Nene, in 1965!

Three of us had vans, so we paired NI AEN XA P S X5, XV
up and loaded all the necessary Dave Goodrum with a 'Cut’ 23lbs common
equipment for a double winter

night session. I took Grahame Igglesden from Blackheath who had not yet passed his driving
test, and on arrival at the Cut we found Ron Blackmore and Dave Cruickshank already there,
set up in swims halfway up the cut on the river side , Jim was there as well, fishing with Fred
Wagstaff from Leicester. They favoured the swims near the entrance to the cut from the main
river. I had previously been corresponding with 3 lads from Grantham who were members of
the Denton Carp Catchers Club. They fished for carp and pike at Denton Reservoir in
Lincolnshire and were seasoned experts on the cut as well. Stan Hill, Dave Goodrum and
Bernard Jessop had been fishing this water since October 1964 and Stan had caught a fine
Mirror of 33lbs on potato, a fish which cropped up several times over the next few years.

I had arranged to meet them all on the banks that first week end of ours and they had agreed
to show us the ropes! The most important piece of kit you need up hereis a thermometer
said Dave. The water temperature 5 5 e
can vary between 61 degrees and
78 degrees, and steam rises off
the surface of the water depending
when they decide to pump! Well,
we had come with no such gear, so Dave took soundings and put us in the
warmest spot, which was sometimes at the infall and sometimes at the outfall,
round the bend near the river entrance. The carp, he said, always congregated
in the hottest piece of water, and can move up and down the cut all night
according to their fancy!

This was in October, so it was just getting dark when I was positioned in a
pitch at the top end of the cut, near to some galvanised railings where the
swim was about 6 feet deep, with a shallow shelf on both sides. By the time
darkness fell all 8 of us were well spread out along the whole length of the cut,
so some one must be near some fish we thought. Jim reckoned that each carp
caught that season was the result of over 2200 man hours of fishing, so they
didn't exactly give themselves up. Only about 75 carp were ever caught from
the cut in 10 years of fishing, one third commons and two thirds mirrors, and
only 7 were over 30lbs, but most were in their 20's. You never seemed to get
one under 10 Ibs in weight. Several people had 4-6 fish and Dave Goodrum
and Elliot Smith were the most successful. This was 60 years ago, carp were
not as prolific as they are today, nor of course so large.

The ‘cut’ was famous for its rats, and bats, and you dare not leave out spare bread near your swim. You could hear them scampering
between our swims ,in the snow in the dead of night. We fished in some atrocious weather some January nights, we must have been
mad. This was all before the advent of the 'Bivvy’, which we hurriedly invented soon afterwards in double short time. The Bivvy would
have been no good up there anyway with the sloping banks at 45 degrees, we just used large 45 inch Effgeeco fishing umbrellas set up at
an angle with canvas sides draped over, and laid on a bed chair with our ex-army tank suits, jumpers and woolly hats. Some mornings we
were covered in thick snow as the mist rose off the water, we could have died, all in the pursuit of a 20lbs carp, I never did catch one!!!

I saw and netted lots of carp whilst I was up there, for Stan Smith a 22lbs common, Dave Goodrum a 25Ibs mirror, Grahame Igglesden a
fine 20lbs common, and to Fred and Jim fish of 24lbs. I lost a few at the net in the dead of night, but made friendships up there that
lasted a lifetime. I wouldn't have missed it for the world, when we got back to Kent we started our winter carp fishing campaigns at
Sutton, Kirby and Brooklands,

We caught far more, but smaller carp, proving that they could indeed be caught in the depths of winter, proving Dick Walker correct in his
theories, and anglers like Mike Winter, Gerry Savage, Steve Edwards, Fred Wilton and all the Dartford crowd including our own Bob Morris,
were catching them in numbers right through the winter months.

This all started big discussions in the pages of ‘Fishing” magazine, (our bible) where Jim Gibbinson, joined in to prove that carp did feed in
winter and carp fishermen need not hang up their rods in October, like the early writers had told us. Today of course it's all history, but
started 60 years ago on the freezing banks of a bleak canal in the midlands by dedicated specialist carp anglers looking for their first
20lbs carp. I was there, but not regarded as one of them, I turned to trout instead!

Bob Rolph

Mike Smith - 19Ibs 120zs & 29Ibs 8ozs

Stan Hill's 31Ibs 120zs mirror



TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS
Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road

Tenterden, Kent TN30 6XA

We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport
in beautiful Wealden Countryside.
Day Permit £42 = 4 best fish

Half Day Permit £28 = 2 best fish
Catch & Release &

Junior Permits available.
Regular stocking of top quality
Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 12lbs
TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
TUITION BY APPOINTMENT
A TROUTMASTERS WATER

RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER
FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH ISLES

Contact (01580) 763201

www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

We would like to wish all our Anglers and
Fishery Friends a very Happy Easter!

I| i
M ||| The Trout Fishing Season has got off to a great
e . start at Tenterden with quality Rainbows being

; ~ _. . -_._ = caught in 3 fully stocked lakes comprising 5
PW \ ' ' I s acres of water. Trout are putting up a good
fight for our Anglers which all adds to the fun of
fishing here in an Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty in Tenterden, Kent where nature
surrounds you.

We take pride in stocking hard fighting Rainbows, Blues and Browns ranging from 3lbs-14lbs. We do request that our Brownies are returned to the
water. Popular patterns: Bloodworm, Hoppers, Blue Flash Damsel, Montanas. You have the choice of catch/keep or catch/return permits - Full Day
and Half Day.

The Fishery Lodge is open for you to enjoy providing tea/coffee with our compliments. We have great facilities with kitchen/dining/sofa, toilet and
lakeside balcony where you can relax. All this adds to a good fishing experience for friends and family at Tenterden. Booking Please call 01580
763201 or email gaynor@coombe-farm.com to book your fishing. We limit our numbers to 12 so there is plenty of space for our Anglers to fish.

Fishing Report - visit our website www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk and click on News/Fishing Report. Please follow us on Instagram and Facebook
and visit our Gallery.

Stay & Fish Our Shepherds Hut accommodation is open all year round for both Anglers who wish to stay and fish and for other guests who just
welcome a short break away in Kent. We have had some very positive
reviews. We offer 20% off our permit prices if you stay in our Ghillies
Hut. To discover more visit our ‘Shepherds Hut" heading on our website
and click on Availability and Bookings which directs you to our Airbnb
listing.

Fishing Tuition is available. Discover more on the Tuition Page on our
website. £50 for 1hr 30 mins. Please enquire/book with Richard Stokes,
our Instructor, direct email: richard@coombe-farm.com if you are
interested in learning a new skill set this year.

Gift Vouchers - Fishing Permits, Tuition and Shepherds Hut staycations
can be purchased by bank transfer, cheque or cash. We can email/send
them out for you.

Our friendly, family run Fishery was established in 1975. We are in the
Top 50 Stillwater Trout Fisheries in the British Isles and a Trout Master
Water. Our Farm/Fishery is also a unique Wedding Venue in July, August
& early September when we are closed for Summer. Discover more at
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk/wedding-venue

We look forward to welcoming you for some great fishing at our Kent
Fishery set in picturesque surroundings.

Tight Lines - Gaynor, Richard & Audrey
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As the temperatures are warming we are beginning to see rises and even small buzzer
hatches so hopefully Spring is on its way! Fishing is good this time of year as generally it's
not too bright and the wind is manageable too. As always, you can't go wrong with a Blue
Flash Damsel or a Montana, but we are continuing to see a real range of flies catching well

- the beauty of having 4 lakes all offering something a bit different to the last is that there
is generally something to suit everyone - if you like buzzer fishing, or pulling a self-tied lure,
the lakes are stocked evenly so there are generally fish biting somewhere.

We love seeing youngsters getting into fly fishing - recently Matthew Telford took advantage
of the guardian ticket whereby an angler can share a 4 fish ticket with an under 16 year old
and had a ‘cracking day’. Matthew said "My lad (pictured right) really enjoyed it when we
eventually found some fish that wanted what we were offering. We filled our ticket and lost
a handful along the way too. And the jammy sod caught a Spartic, something I've not
managed to do.” Well done young man!

Pete and Sara had a lesson with Phil, both catching a fish during their lesson weighing 3lbs
30zs and 2lbs 70zs - they went home to prepare the fish for their dinner for some friends

which is what it's all about. Pete visited us a week later to purchase a #6 Snowbee Classic
kit for Sara’s birthday so they are both well and truly hooked and raring to go!

Brick Farm is proud to be the home venue for local angling club Eastbourne & District Fly

Fishers Club - a friendly group of anglers who get together regularly to
Brick Farm Lakes

fish at not only our waters but also other local fly fisheries, and in the
They run small friendly competitions for various trophies, awards and < " F h
*

Summer months they even organise ‘Carp on the Fly’ events.

vouchers - the most recent of which was on Saturday 18 March when

eight members visited us on a soggy morning for their annual Pairs

Competition. Fished on a 3 fish ticket everybody caught, with the

majority of the pairings all catching their limit. The decider was

therefore down to combined weight - the winning pair was Ray Burt

and John Harratt with a combined 6 fish bag of 17Ibs 150zs.

During match hours, a total of 21 fish were landed for a total weight of ) chér T & taCKIovire .

56lbs 50zs - not a bad average! . Corporate & group bookings welcome
with food options available

Pete and Sara

Set within the stunning East Sussex countryside, Brick
Farm Lakes is.a friendly family run Trout fishery
comprising 4 lakes stpcked with Rainbow, Blue, Golden
and Brown trout, from 2Ib upwards, including some
double-figure sizes to challenge our anglers Set back

The Fishing Lodge
- Brick Farm
Herstmonceux

Tell: 01323 832615/07730277118 East Sussex
www. brickfarmlakes.co.uk BN27 4RS

s 01892 826041 / 07951 304515 |4 www.springhilltroutwaters.co.uk .2

Trout waters Trout waters
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makes it all worthwhile. As the years have passed these 'mlm
challenges have added a little spice to my fishing. '

Age is something that affects us all and forty odd years of fly and lure fishing have taken their toll on my body. My right arm and shoulder have taken a
lot of punishment and I'm now experiencing continual pain that is so strong, I stop fishing! For me this is serious, fishing isn't just a hobby it's a
lifestyle. I am now awaiting a steroid injection to ease the pain. What to do in the meantime? Obviously, casting is a repetitive action that is the cause.
So, I have decided that rather than just relying on medication, or stopping fishing, I am going to try to become a left-handed angler. I think this could
be my biggest challenge so far!

I chose a small water for my ﬂrst attempt at left-handed fly fishing. Chequertree [TN26 3JR] is a small lake so distance casting wouldn't be necessary.
Being quite sheltered would also make casting easier. I really hadn’t given it much thought before going, if I had I might have gone off the idea. At
first, I wafted my 10ft rod around without making much impression. The line just went forwards and backwards without loading the rod, at no time
could I feel anything. After a frustrating first hour I started to feel I was making progress, although my casts were barely going 10 - 12 yards
[10-12m]. Fortunately, the fish were likely to be in the margins at this time of year, so it was enough to give me a chance of catching.

I had chosen to use an ‘adjustable indicator’ which suspends the flies at set depths below the surface. In this case at two, four and six feet

[60, 120 & 180cm]. I felt this was a good option, as I knew from previous experience that this method is highly effective in winter. It allowed me to
fish very slowly without my flies dropping below the trout’s field of vision. Importantly I wouldn’t have to cast too often, so I was now fishing in a
fashion. I had not realised how difficult retrieving with my right hand would be! I'm naturally right-handed, so thought it would be easy to retrieve with
this hand but found it even more awkward than casting. Stripped or pull retrieves were OK but the ‘figure eight’ which I use almost exclusively was
neigh on impossible!

Once I'd cast the indicator out it was just a matter of straightening the fly line and watching intently for any signs of a take. My point fly was a gold
headed Apps Bloodworm; this would function as an anchor holding the leader vertical, this would ensure each fly was fishing at its set depth. After
waiting for the flies to settle I slowly inched my line back towards the margin, expecting a take at any moment. I didn’t have to wait too long before
the indicator buried, I fumbled with the rod trying to strike and missed my first chance, doh! I now had to ‘think’ how I was going to hold the rod and
how I was going to set the hook? What had seemed a simple exercise of changing hands was far more complicated than I had first thought.

As the day wore on, I gradually worked my way through these difficulties until I felt capable of hooking a fish if I got another chance. My casting was
improving, I was still struggling but occasionally I felt the line compress the rod enough to shoot a couple of extra yards as I delivered the cast. Finally
the day came to a close, I'd managed to land six fish, but had also lost another two when I had failed to keep the line tight enough to stop my barbless
flies from falling out! Add to this a few missed takes and I considered it had been a quite successful first trip!

I returned to Chequertree later that week. This time I opted for
two shorter 9ft rods, the shorter rods would generate greater line
speed, and would give me extra distance. I had struggled with my
longer 10ft rods on the previous visit. The longer rods slow down
the line, which in turn opens the casting loop, this is an advantage
when fishing teams of flies, when boat fishing. Today there was a
breeze running the length of the pool which made casting difficult.
This reminded me of my early attempts at fly fishing many years
ago, when casting was more challenging than catching fish!

It was a very slow start, I moved around the pool, eventually
ending up where I should have started, casting into the wind.
Although I couldn't cast very far, it wasn't necessary as the fish
were tight to the margin. As my indicator drifted towards me it
bobbed under, a quick strike set the hook and I was playing my
first fish, I sighed with relief. A couple of fish followed shortly
afterwards, I had found the fish and wasn't in any hurry to move
on. The fish were not all deep, one took my Diawl Bach set at 4ft
[120cm] while the others took the Apps at 6ft [180cm].

Eventually, when the takes dried up I moved pegs hoping to find
fish elsewhere. I made a complete circuit, returning to the hot

Apps Bloodworms are irresistible
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pegs again, fishless. I was surprised when the indicator failed here too. It was time to switch methods, a cast
and retrieve approach might trigger a response, as the subtle drifting tactic was no longer working. I chose a
mid-glass intermediate line, this sinks at one inch per second, it would allow me to mix up retrieve speeds while
maintaining a constant depth and a horizontal path. I had a short twelve-foot [365cm] leader with a single
dropper set at five feet [150cm] from the point. My flies were a white FM Humungus on the point and a black
marabou FM Diawl Back on a dropper. Casting across the wind would make my flies more visible to any fish that
were facing the current, created by the surface drift. This tactic paid off immediately, but surprisingly all the fish
took the Diawl Bach, not the Humungus. What a way to finish another successful day.

I have copied James Gardner’s adjustable depth indicator set up. I'll explain how I tie my leader and what
materials I use.

From my fly line I tie 4-5 feet [120-150cm] of co-polymer nylon, I use co-poly as it's more buoyant than
fluorocarbon, so it doesn't sink the fly lines tip. I slide a pair of Drennan ‘Grip Stops’ with a 2mm leader ring
sandwiched in between, helicopter style. To this leader ring I attach a short dropper of co-poly and attach a
‘Fulling Mill" Bung. Finally, I attach another leader ring to the end of the nylon, to this I attach my top dropper and
fly. Next, I add a further two flies at 2ft [60cm] intervals. All my flies are attached to 9.5Ib ‘Seaguar - Grand Max’
fluorocarbon in 3x diameter. I know this sounds complicated, but it is very simple really. The advantage of using
grip stops is it allows for quick depth changes. I use leader rings as they allow me to change flies frequently, when
the dropper gets too short it's just a matter of removing the old material and adding another length. Keeping the
flies bunched up at two-foot intervals is very important, as I'm trying to isolate the precise feeding depth the trout
are searching for food.

I decided my next trip should be somewhere else. I wanted to see if I could catch fish from another water,
another little test. So the following week I arrived at Brick Farm, Herstmonceux [BN27 4RS] on a bitterly cold
morning. After a warming drink and a chat with Phil Axell, I left the lodge and headed to Well Lake.

I decided to fish with the strong breeze off my back, to make casting easier. I was again using the mid-glass
intermediate, casting along the margins in the crystal-clear water. The first two pegs produced nothing, so I knew
I was in the wrong place. I reluctantly moved downwind towards a corner the wind was pushing into. I had
noticed a couple of fish breach in the ripple here, just off some overhanging trees. I couldn’t cast along the bank
as there were too many obstacles behind me. I could however cast up-wind with an indicator and let it drift back into the margins. First cast and the
indicator buried as it approached the near shelf. It had taken the black Diawl Bach set at 4ft, the Apps at 6ft I think was dragging along the bottom
which was effectively slowing the drift down. I had intended to try and catch a fish from each of the four lakes, but I had to try another cast just to see
if this was a lucky capture or whether the fish were concentrated at
the bottom of the wind? A couple of casts later and another savage
take and my rod is bent double. Slowly I gained line, after several
powerful runs a plump 4lb rainbow surfaced with my Diawl Bach
clearly visible in the corner of its mouth, time to move on.

GUIDED LURE &

FLY FISHING DAYS
witH ANDY LUSH

The adjustable indicator
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for those who want to learn - B
A bright bar of silver!

more about ‘Lure Fishing’
and ‘Fly Fishing’

Next stop, Stag Lake. I picked a peg that put me at the bottom of the wind,
as by now it was obvious this was where the fish were. This was the shallow
end, so the indicator was again my method of choice. After a few casts I
managed to get the angles right which avoided the line dragging across the
wind and lifting my flies up. When I got it right it was just a matter of taking
up the slack, ‘dead drift’ just keeping in touch. That’s all I needed to do and
on cue, as the line approached the near shelf the indicator dragged under
and stayed under, fish on!

LURE FISHING Fish a variety of reservoirs for Pike, Perch and
Zander. These days are suitable for beginners and improvers who
wish to ‘fast track’ their way to success. Learn more about lure
fishing, the use of boats and fish finders, or just have a FUN day with
an experienced Predator angler.

FLY FISHING One of Andy's favourite methods, Trout, Carp or Pike
can be targeted.

TROUT Reservoirs or smaller stillwaters in the South East. These days
are suitable for beginners or improvers who wish to learn *how fo
catch more fish', or just have a FUN day with an experienced fly
fisherman.

I was about to move on when Nate Green found me. Nate is fairly new to fly
fishing so I spent some time discussing tactics and flies with him. To
demonstrate how close the fish where to the margins I cast my indicator out
and talked him through the set up and how it worked. A rod length from the
bank and it shot under, as another fish fell to the method. Confidence is a

CARP & PIKE More anglers are looking to find exciting ways of
catching their favourite fish. Carp off the top during the summer

takes a lot of beating. Pike in the spring and autumn, whatever
their size they are a lot of FUN on the fly!

TO BOOK A DAY email: info@thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk with your
contact phone number and Andy will call you back and discuss
details.

vital element in fishing and my confidence was sky high by now. So off I
went and bought another two fish ticket. I was enjoying the fishing so much;
I had no intention of leaving as it wasn't even lunch time!

Having given Nate an indicator and some small flies I was keen to see how
he was doing? I found him on Spring Lake where he was struggling with the
indicator, but after a depth change I saw his rod hoop over into his first fish.
I wandered off now and finally managed to catch my last two fish, one each
from Spring Lake and Brick Lake.

Tight Lines, Andy Lush
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- Bob Morris

“Oh, to be in England now that Abril’s here”

" Jell, 1 am here an ‘seems that
there is no prospect of being anywhere
else. This is fine with me, as | have a
plan on the piscatorial activity front, and
| am already really enjoying my time out
- at the bankside amongst the
emerging flora and fguna.

Although I don’t know whether Robert Browning ever cast a line or even wielded a pair of binoculars, I’ m sure we probably have much in
common that we could compare notes on.

Unfortunately, my time machine is in for a service now, and I do currently
have a few rod orders to finish off. I have started my spring fishing with a
few sessions using the float and feeder as usual with tench as the prime
target again. Interesting results so far, with the tench being elusive but
roach and small bream being quite active. As mentioned in the last
episode, the Pike have been difficult this last winter and I finished the
season with just a couple more takes out of four days. Several pike
anglers that I spoke to on the phone told me that they had also found it
hard going this year. I have decided that I won't bash my head against
any waters that are proving too difficult this spring/summer, which
probably means that I will not be catching many monsters but sometimes
you just need to see a bit of action for your time on the bank and I will,
as usual, keep my opportunists hat on ready to take advantage of any
situation that presents itself. This is a strategy that has often worked well
for me in the past and it is surprising how many decent captures have
occurred while out fishing for a different species. Carp, in particular are
very prone to putting in an appearance during a session when you are
after tench, bream or whatever, and I will make sure that I am equipped
for the challenge - even when using my float tactics.

Although I am enjoying being out on the bankside and as usual, observing
the wonderful seasonal changes that occur as spring progresses, I am
also concerned about the general state of our countryside, wildlife, and

in particular, the riverside environment - which is certainly under threat
from various directions - especially sewage discharge and agricultural
run-offs.

It really is more important than ever that we keep vigilant while out
on the bankside and give our support to organisations such as the
‘Angling Trust and Fish Legal’ We can all help to fight the polluters.

Always a chance of a bonus roach

Best Fishes ¢ Observations
A swim invader! BOb MOH"[S
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You may have seen Paul Whitehouse's recent TV programs, ‘Our Troubled Waters’, about the struggle to pursue the perpetrators of ongoing
pollution on our rivers and coastal waters. If you have not seen it, then I thoroughly recommend that you do. The campaign to ‘seriously’ get
something done, urgently, is picking up momentum. It is something that I strongly believe should be at the top of the agenda for all angling
clubs/water sports/organisations that rely on clean ‘danger-free water’ to safely conduct their activities. I am extremely pleased to see that the
Angling Trust's Water Quality Monitoring Scheme is being taken up by many angling clubs around the South East and elsewhere. Did you also see
the BBC News SE clip on Friday 10th March - plus subsequent broadcasts relating to this issue (on the upper Medway and it's tributary, the Grom)
featuring our Royal Tunbridge Wells club officials?

It is a crazy situation to have developed/improved fisheries in the way that this club has over the last decade or more, only to have the whole

success story threatened by potential pollution events - normally caused by agricultural run off, excessive sewage discharge and the like .

Obviously the first step with this type of operation is to identify these threats and where possible the source of the problem. Water quality testing
on a regular basis is the foundation of these efforts and to this end we have been taking part in the WQM scheme/campaign which was instigated by the Angling Trust, and is
now rapidly gaining momentum. I would also like to strongly suggest that anglers should be far more careful about cleaning their hands after handling fish and coming into
contact with river water. Quite apart from the, already known, risk of contracting Wiels Disease (lepto spirosis) it also now appears that levels of various bacteria, including
E -coli, are extremely high at times on the Medway and should ‘urgently’ be further investigated.

Fish Legal’s recent newsletter raised this Nationally Important Issue.

Public’s ‘right to know’ about water company pollution under threat - Fish Legal needs YOU!

Sewage pollution has become a national scandal. In 2015, Fish Legal won a landmark legal case that secured a right for the public to access environmental information
directly from privatised water companies in England and Wales. It took a 6-year battle through the Courts against United Utilities, Yorkshire Water, the Government and its
information watchdog. The right has been critical in exposing water company abuses. But it is under threat.

What is happening?

The Environmental Information Regulations 2004 are on a list of legislation that DEFRA is considering scrapping as part of a Government Bill currently progressing through
Parliament. If the regulations and the case law disappear, privatised water companies can go back to polluting under a veil of secrecy. We are not going to let that happen
without a fight. How can YOU help? We need to show how many anglers want to stop the right being taken away.

Please ADD YOUR NAME to the growing call to protect the right to know what damage water companies are doing to our rivers, lakes and coastal waters.

And if you can spare £5 or more, please SUPPORT FISH LEGAL in this campaign. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE ACT NOW!
It is not about what we have to gain, but what we have to lose. Thank you for your help - Penny
Penelope Gane, Head of Practice, Fish Legal

Penny was actually involved in a previously successful pollution prosecution by RTWAS against Southern Water during the mid 2000's - when Fish Legal was still operating
under the ACA banner - which gives you some idea of how long these problems have been on the go - I can even recall similar events on the Upper Medway well before this.

I will be reporting further on this issue in future episodes of MM/PP. We can all help...Bob M

Unit 2, Goopers Lane, Wincheap, Canterbury GT1 3ZD
www.canterburyboilerspares.co.uk  Find uson |1
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Beaver Farm Fishery Eastbourne Road
Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL

Charlies Lakes

Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH

Chart Hill Lakes

Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ
Chequertree Trout and Coarse Fishery
Bethersden, Near Ashford TN26 3JR

Coombewood Fishery

Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH
Elphicks Fisheries

Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL

Eureka Fishery

Nicholas Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4AG
Furnace Brook Fishery and Fish Farm

Trolliloes, Cowbeech, near Hailsham BN27 4QR
Gabriels Fishery

Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP
Greenacres Farm Fishery
Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH
Hawkhurst Fish Farm

Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT
Horam Manor Fishery

Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB
Horsmonden Lakes

Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ
Iden Wood Fishery

01342 324006 / 07710 656041

07857 539785

07398 571337

01233 820078

07895 679569

01580 212512

07597 879621

01435 830835

07730 066088

07933 934942

01580 753813

01323 840889 / 07707 759364

01892 838576

Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT 01797 280180 / 07906 232225

Knightingales Fishery

Stone-In-Oxney, Near Tenterden TN30 7HA
Mousehole Lakes Maidstone Road

Nettlestead, Near Paddock Wood ME18 5HR
Orchard Place Farm Fishery

Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY
Pittlands Lakes

Churn Lane, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood TN12 8HL
Sandwich Lakes Coarse Fishery

Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA
Shirkoak Fishery

Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ
The Lakes at Beachborough Beachborough Park
Newington, Near Folkestone CT18 8BW
Tricklebrook Fishery

Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH

Willows Angling Centre

Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham ME9 9BU
Wylands Farm

Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU

Trout Fisheries

07941 176205

07725 783405

01892 838576

07716 065900

07936 409912

07973 410973

07469 809877

07743 955812

01795 520887

01424 893394

Brick Farm Lakes Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS 01323 832615

Cinder Hill Fly Fishing Membership available from:
Email: r.nathan@btinternet.com

Coltsford Mill Trout Fishery & Fly Tackle Shop
Mill Lane, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG
Spring Hill Trout Waters
Albans Farm, Romford Road, Pembury TN2 4BB

01892 770903

01883 715666 / 07798 605867

07951 304515

Tenterden Trout Waters Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden

TN30 6XA  www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

Tackle & Bait Supplies

Absolute Tackle 12 Wealden Forest Park
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ

01580 763201

01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Directory

Anglers Den

6 North Road, Pevensey Bay BN24 6AY

Angling Specialist (ASH)

29 Queen Street, Horsham RH13 5AA

A.R. Tackle

8 Castle Street, Hastings TN34 3DY

Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse Unit T

Rich Industrial Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU

Best Buddies

28 Martello Drive, Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6PH
Bodle Angling

Cuckfield Road, Burgess Hill RH15 8RE

Camos Carp Cabin

11 Turner Street, Ramsgate CT11 8NJ

Chris Brown Products

email: chrisofoaks@gmail.com

Dens Tackle

73 Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6JN
Eastbourne Aquarium & Reptile Centre
19-21 Seaside, Eastbourne BN21 3PP

Gabriels Fishery Tackle Shop

Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP
Henfold Bait & Tackle Henfold Lakes
Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW
Jack Frost

Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7HB
Kent Angling Centre

44, Seal Road, Sevenoaks TN14 5AR

Medway Tackle Supplies

11 Twydall Green, Gillingham ME8 6JY

MFC Outdoor Store

9 Station Road, Hailsham BN27 2BE

NJ Tackle

150 Milton Road, Gravesend DA12 2RG
Orchard Tackle

58 High Brooms Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9DB

Pinions Baits
431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB

Polegate Angling Centre

Unit 7, Birch Industrial Estate, Eastbourne BN23 6PH
Romney Angling

59, High Street, New Romney TN28 8AH

Sheppey Angling, Unit 5, Regis Business Park

New Road, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1HA

South London Angling Centre

286 Lee High Road, London SE13 5P]

Sussex Bait Developments

Falkenvil Fishery, Saltmarsh Lane, Hailsham BN27 2R]

The Tackle Box
251 Watling Street, Dartford DA2 6EG

Trade In Tackle Maidstone Road
Wateringbury ME18 5EH

Angling Clubs & Societies

01323 460441

01403 264644

01424 422094

01273 933050

01303 487144

01444 247757

01843 581784
01892 723670

www.cbproducts.co.uk

01303 267053

01323 730635

07730 066088

07956 043922

01293 521186

01732905088

01634 475260

01323 846883

01474 353998

07494 670328

01622 718580

01323 486379

01797 362889

01795 661089

0208 852 4451

07971 303949

01322 292400

01622 814296 / 07941 085011

Bromley (Kent) & District AS PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND
Email: bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk

Cinder Hill Fly Fishing

01892 770903

Membership available from email: r.nathan@btinternet.com

Hastings Bexhill & District

Postal enquiries to S.Corke, 2, The Sidings, Bexhill On Sea TN40 1RF
Chris Pagan 07429 655237 / Steve Potter 07935 268174

Linton Angling Society

Jason Tuckey on 07983 569220

or email lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

Tonbridge & District A & FPS
PO Box 131, Tonbridge TN11 8WB
Wantsum Angling Association

Martyn 07802 248861

01227 678063

or contact via website www.wantsumaa.co.uk



BAILIFF ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
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SWIFT LAKE (Match/ Pleasure) up to 2 Rods
Day Ticket: £10

KESTREL LAKE up to 3 Rods

Day Ticket: £25 60 hours : £85
24 hours : £40 72 hours: £100
36 hours: £55 84 hours: £115
48 hours: £70 96 hours: £130

5days:£145 6days:£160 7days:£175
Exclusive Hire up to 6 anglers for 48 hours : £450

KINGFISHER LAKE up to 3 Rods

Day Ticket: £20 60 hours : £80
24 hours: £35 72 hours: £95
36 hours: £50 84 hours: £110
48 hours : £65 96 hours: £125

5days:£140 6days:£155 T7days:£170
Exclusive Hire up to 15 anglers for 48 hours : £1,000

Mousehole
Bait & Tackle

is open 7 days a week for all
your needs. Contact Joanne

on 07725 783405 for any
bait and tackle enquiries.

TOILET &
Maidstone Road | Nettlestead | Maidstone | Kent | ME18 5HR SHOWER BLOCK WITH

07725 783405 DISABLED FACILITIES

FREE shower for overnight

www.mouseholelakes.co.uk & o ssons
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FRANT LAKES TUNBRIDGE WELLS

Eight lake day ticket fishing complex

Carp to 40lb, Perch to 4lb+, Bream, Roach, Tench and more!
Purpose built complex with cafe, bait shop, toilets
and shower suite for overnight guests. -
Two Specimen Lakes (open 24hr+ 7 dayﬁ_j a week)
Six Main Lakes (open Friday to Sund__g'y';"‘f:],‘pf dé_&-ﬁcke.tS).. -
Al s_\ﬁin—sﬁp“r—@mﬁb”m}éftroﬁdin"‘g; i

Easvtd b‘pok your lake & -swim-,_onl'l“ _i_n_ﬂ__gdvaiin;ce."
Book & Pay Online (Mobile Friendly) A
www.frantlakes.com. Tel: 01892 616424 By

Hawkenbury Road, Bells Yew Green. Tunbridge Wells TN3 9AP





