
Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA

Tel: 07936 409912
email: enquiries@sandwichlakes.co.uk

www.sandwichlakes.co.uk
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TEL 07743 955812 | 01892 835453 | EMAIL info@tricklebrookfishery.co.uk 

Tricklebrook Fishery | Colts Hill | Five Oak Green | TN12 6SH
Telephone bookings are to be paid in advance and are non-refundable • Credit and Debit cards now accepted

This fantastic coarse fishery consists of two very well stocked lakes. 
A 4 acre specimen lake stocked with big Catfish up to 50lbs, huge Carp 

up to 40lbs, big Perch up to 6lbs and beautiful Roach over 3lbs. And a 1 acre 
match fishing lake teaming with a variety of species weighing up to 28lbs.

LAKE RULES
1. A TICKET MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FISHING 

2. ALL NETS, UNHOOKING MATS AND WEIGH SLINGS MUST BE DRY BEFORE 
DIPPING IN THE DISINFECTANT BATHS 

3. NO NUTS OR PARTICLE 

4. BOILIE AND PELLET ONLY FOR SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE - ALL BAIT 
WILL BE INSPECTED 

5. ALL FISH MUST BE RETURNED TO THE WATER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
FOLLOWING CAPTURE. NO STANDING. FISH MUST BE HELD LOW OVER A 
MAT/CRADLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS 

6. MINIMUM 15LB LINE AND NO BRAIDED MAIN LINE 

7. NO SACKING OR RETAINING OF FISH IS PERMITTED. THE REMOVAL OF 
FISH FROM THIS VENUE WILL BE VIEWED AS A CRIMINAL ACT 

8. EACH ANGLER MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 42 INCH LANDING NET AND A 
LARGE PADDED UNHOOKING MAT/CRADLE REGARDLESS OF TARGET 
SPECIES ON SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE 

9. BARBLESS HOOKS ONLY 

10. NO LEAD CORE, NO FUSED LEADERS OF ANY KIND INCLUDING SAFEZONE

11. NO FIXED LEAD RIGS. ALL LEADS MUST PASS FREELY OVER LEADER 
KNOTS. RIG CHECKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT 

12. RECREATIONAL DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED - IMMEDIATE BAN 
FOLLOWS 

13. PLEASE INFORM FISHERY MANAGEMENT OF ANY SNAGGED TACKLE 
OR FISH 

14. ANY FISH OVER 28LB MUST BE REPORTED TO BAILIFF 

15. NO DOGS ALLOWED 

16. BARBECUES ALLOWED IF OFF THE GROUND 

17. NO BAIT BOATS 

18. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN BEING 
ASKED TO LEAVE AND/OR BANS WHERE APPROPRIATE AND NO REFUND 
WILL BE OFFERED 

19. TRICKLEBROOK IS NOW OPERATING A ZERO-TOLERANCE 
POLICY TO ANY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OR ABUSE 
TOWARDS ITS BAILIFFS AND STAFF 

20. ALL RUBBISH TO BE TAKEN HOME 

OPENING TIMES
SUMMER 7AM - 7PM    WINTER 7AM TO DUSK

find us on facebook and instagram
.

2 August 2023       
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The Freshwater Informer 
12 Marigold Avenue,  Horebeech Lane,  Horam TN21 9DF

email: thefreshwaterinformer@gmail.com

Advertising – Lee  0787 3203998 Catch reports – Alex  07484 699437

COPY DEADLINE for SEPTEMBER 2023 

MONDAY 21st August 2023 at 5pm

The Freshwater Informer cannot accept responsibility for the quality of
goods or services advertised in this publication. All views expressed are

those of the contributors concerned. All images received are accepted
as being true and accurate and as described. 

HENFOLD BAIT & TACKLE Henfold Lakes, Henfold Lane, Newdigate RH5 4RW

TACKLE HIRE AND TUITION AVAILABLE 07956 043922 

Hello and welcome to the August edition of the Freshwater Informer

The school summer holidays will be well underway by the time this issue hits the shelves. Hopefully the
weather will hold and young anglers all over the region will be able to make the most of their break and

get plenty of time on the bank. 

Although judging by the catch reports, many of the juniors have been putting their elders to shame by
landing plenty of personal bests in the past month. For those that haven’t faired quite so well or are
looking to get involved in angling there are a good number of organisations, fisheries and angling clubs
running open days or taster sessions  to help point you in the right direction and teach you the basics.
Keep an eye on our Facebook page as we share as many as we can. 
Lots of fishing events have taken place over the last month, with Lee representing F.W.I. at the Bodle
Angling Open Day at the beginning of the month.  I know that everyone at Bodle put a huge amount
of effort into the event and they should be justifiably proud as it was a huge success. 
Whilst Lee’s presence didn’t cause quite the same level of excitement as that of Carl Smith or Alan
Blair, he did get to meet with plenty of readers and it was great to get their feedback on our plans for
the magazine. He also bumped into long time F.W.I. columnist and specimen hunter Russ Evans, who kindly agreed to write a guest article, covering his
chub fishing, for this issue. 
Whilst I couldn’t make the open day, I did manage to grab a few short hours at   a H.B.D.F.A.A. water, the results of which are detailed within these
pages. It also gave us the opportunity to launch our YouTube channel and you can view the session in glorious technicolour by scanning the QR code or
following the link.
Also in this months issue, Andy Lush has found out that when the going gets tough, the tough get going.  Warren White bids farewell to one group of

young anglers but opens the door to the next generation. Bob Rolph explains what it takes
to maintain his ornamental ponds and fish, whilst Bob Morris has an update on the ongoing
and sorry saga of Southern Waters inability to keep pollutants out of our waterways.
Barbel are covered in this months Simple Approach section. One of the more difficult
targets to achieve locally but the rewards are there for those willing to put in the effort. 
Speaking of effort, huge congratulations must go to Charles Jardine and Peter Cockwill who
completed the marathon task of fly casting the length of a Marathon to raise funds for the
Fishing for Schools project.  Fishing For Schools is looking to expand their scheme and
details can be found in this months Junior Informer.
Add to that a plethora of fishery reports, match results, shore reports and, of course, your
catches and you have the August edition of the Freshwater Informer.
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Tight Lines, Alex Coutts & Lee Nicoll
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Elphicks has been designed and built with the modern angler in mind.
We have 7 lakes available for day ticket and session fishing. Each 
lake has it’s own parking within easy reach of the swims and all 
swims are ‘all weather’ - either built of Astroturf, stone or bark. 
Please contact the fishery for further information on any of our lakes.

Elphicks Fisheries Spelmonden Road
Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8EL

Tel: 01580 212512
email: info@elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

www.elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

Well stocked bait & tackle shop 
open from 7am every day. 

24/7 vending machine stocking 
maggots and worms 

Gabriels Fishery | Marsh Green Road | Edenbridge TN8 5PP 
Bait and Tackle Shop: 01732 865355

Email: info@gabriels-fishery.co.uk

www.gabriels-fishery.co.uk

GABRIELS
FISHERY

5 lakes and 
1.25 miles 
of the  
River Eden

Advanced booking 
available 

Toilets and 
shower facilities

Day & night 
session fishing

Camping &  
Caravanning facilities

SILVER  
Match Lake

OAK LAKE 
carp to 30lbs 

Specimen Lake 
ADMIRAL LAKE 

fish to 41lbs

SWALLOW LAKE 
& HARE LAKE 

great for beginners 

One banana, two banana...    

Ellie Neal had a great session at Tricklebrook Fishery,
landing this fantastic brace consisting of a mirror and a
common carp. Neither could resist the temptation of a yellow
banana pop-up, the bigger of the two scaling 27lbs 3ozs. 

Ellie Neal With Her Tricklebrook Mirror 

... and this 27lbs 3ozs Common Carp 

Dylan - 26lbs 12ozs Grass Carp - Main Lake Daniel Neil - Common Carp - Horam Manor Fishery 

Coghurst Hall - 1lb 8ozs - Perch Nick Gordon - 30lbs PB Common Carp
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FWI’s

August Cover
Star!    

Steve Mack had this to
say about his impressive
capture.

“Arriving at Mousehole
Lakes after work Friday
evening, we set up in
swim 2&3 on Kestrel
Lake. A double swim,
with me opting to fish
the right hand side
which gave access to
the island.

Seeing lots of activity to
my right I deployed two
solid bags and then my
third rod went right to
the corner of the island,
again with my favoured solid bag approach with 25lb supernatural to a size 6 kamakura wide gap finished
off with a 12mm pink wafter. Around 9.30pm the left hand rod tight to the island gave off a couple of
beeps and then went into meltdown. Lifting into the fish i didn’t think it felt that big but how wrong was I?!! 
After an epic 20 minute battle I rolled the net cord under what turned out to be a 41lbs common and a new
UK PB, buzzing is an understatement.”

Fishery Reports

Steve Mack With His New PB From Mousehole Lakes 
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I have to admit that since I finished my match fishing career a few
years ago to concentrate on targeting certain species, my Summer
fishing days took a back seat as I much prefer to fish Autumn through
to the Spring months. I think I suffered too many days in the Sun with
no shade in past matches and finally enough was enough on those
piping hots days. However with all that said I do like my Summer days
fishing to be on small wild looking rivers where I can tuck myself
away under the shade of a big tree and flick a piece of bread flake,
cheese paste or two glued together 8mm or 10mm halibut pellets
next to an overhanging tree on the far bank or margin cover and
tempt a nice greedy Chub away from its hiding hole.

THE TACTICS AND BAITS
Depending on the swim and flow determines what tactics I use on
the day of a session, if the river is on the low side but flowing slightly
I prefer link leger tactics with a piece of bread of paste and let it
slowly position itself into place by keeping the rod up and mending
the line before dropping the rod and letting the swan shots and bait
drop to the bottom and then tightening up when the rod is on the
rest. Quite often if a Chub is about and more importantly hungry then
a pull round of the tip is not that far away with the thumping of the
rod vibrating down to the reel butt section with the Chub trying to
make a quick exit to the first snag he can find, exciting stuff. Knowing where the snags are in the first place is a big plus but if the water is
coloured and you are trying the swim for the first time it is very much trial and error as to where the snags are so I tend to make sure my
mainline and terminal tackle is up to the task as I like to keep control of the fish from the off and the only way is to be beefed up especially
on small and narrow rivers like the River Eden and Upper stretches of the Medway where I am fishing today. 

THE TACKLE AND SET UP
I always opt for 10lbs mainline with Drennan Supplex
being my choice of brand as it is extremely strong and
never lets me down, my link leger of 2 swan shots is
fixed to the mainline via a quick change swivel
positioned in place by a float stop either side and can
be easily slide up and down if you want a longer tail to
the hookbait, a very simple but effective way to fish
and some anglers prefer the same set up but hold the
rod in position and feel for bites which again is a very
exciting way to fish for the Chub. If I find conditions
more demanding in the way of a rising river with plenty
of flow I use a gripper lead system with the Korum
Camo Bolt/Run rig set ups doing the job with size of
weight depending on the depth of water especially if
fishing on big rivers like the Thames or Hampshire
Avon. If I find the Chub to be in a feeding mood and I
suspect there to be a few fish in the swim I do also like
to fish with a cage feeder set up stuffed with liquidized
bread in conjunction with a big piece of bread flake on
the hook. Talking of hooks, I am a big fan like many

RUSS EVANS

Medway Chub - 4lbs 8ozs
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specialist anglers out there of the Drennan Super Specialist
Wide Gape pattern in either a size 6 to 10 depending on
what bait I am using as I do also like to carry a few
lobworms along with me as well and I have not found many
hungry fish willing to let a juicy worm go begging. I was very
much a 5 turn water knot angler for the majority of my hook
tying and it is still a great knot to use but I have found
myself more and more using the knotless knot style
especially if I want to leave a hair or big loop on the end for
my baits. I always secure my hooks these days with the
Drennan Supplex Fluorocarbon which is superb and super
strong plus gives invisible qualities to your terminal tackle
and let’s face it if the fish can’t see the line then you are half
way there to fooling them. Now for the rod and reel which I
believe determines if you stop the Chub running into a snag
or not with hopefully the not being the important option.
My rods for this type of fishing are the Greys Twin Specialist
12ft 1.25 to 1.75 test curve models with either the 2oz or
3oz tips, if I fish big and wider rivers like the Thames then I use something like the Korum Big Water 12ft rods with the Avon style tips, they
come in various test curves and in 13ft blanks but I fish with the 2.25 test curves which do for me. As for the reel well I look no further than
Shimano for the majority of my reel choices and connected to my rod is my Shimano 4000 twin power XTR with its 14 ball bearings, what a
reel despite it now being at least 12/13 years old.

ARE THE CHUB FEEDING?
I arrive at my swim along the Upper Medway in Kent at first light just after 4am to get the best part of the day on my side as the forecast is
for bright sunshine around mid­morning and bright sunshine makes Chub fishing very hard on my club section as I have found in the past.
My target today is to catch a Chub of 5lbs which is a decent fish on any river but a very good one for the section I am fishing plus there is
also a chance of a big barbel. I have about four favourite swims along this wild looking section of the Medway to try and for most the river
is unfishable with its steep high banks and dense vegetation and stinging nettles and as I lower my way down to the first swim I try to be
as quiet as I am as I am just a small chuck away from where I want to cast my large piece of flake and small bread filled cage feeder. The
middle of the river is pushing through despite the river suffering from lack of rainfall so I raise the angle of rod up slightly to keep the line
from being pulled and hence moving my feeder out of position. The first cast results in no signs of life and after 10 minutes I retrieve refill
the cage and place another big piece of flake on and cast right tight to a small cut back in the far bank next to a very bushy tree. I lower my
rod on the rest and almost instantly the tip pulls right round and I lift into a hard fighting thumping fish that moves out into the flow and
powers off to my right towards some snags, I pull back hard as my trusty old Shimano reel clutch clicks away keeping the fish under
control. It all happened so quickly that I did not at first appreciate what size Chub was sitting in my net pan until I lifted it up and thought
this feels a lump. The scales settled at just a fraction under 5lbs 2ozs, my target was reached on just my second cast of the session, if only
fishing was always that easy, sadly not as well all only know too well.

After that champagne and cigar moment I settled down
and made a couple more casts before deciding to move
further upstream to the next swim where I caught two
more chub on similar tactics, not as big but just
fantastic all the same. As forecast the bright conditions
materialised around 10am and the action melted away
just as other anglers decided to turn up. I walked back
to the car park very pleased with my mornings work as
the photos show.
If you enjoy watch relaxing fishing videos then you
might be interested to take a look at my You Tube
channel called Fishing Tail Films it has some of my old
videos from my Bury Hill Fishery days to my recent trips
where I target a variety of species from various venues
in Surrey, Kent, Norfolk, Suffolk, Wales and the
Cotswolds.

If you enjoy them please give a 
Like and Subscribe.

Thank you and Tight Lines, Russ EvansRuss - 5-1-8 Chub - target achieved 

A Medway Chub 
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Call: 07895 679569
email: alex@coombewoodfishery.com

Professional Angling Trust accredited Coaching available for all ages.

Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH
www.coombewoodfishery.com

Day tickets from £8.00 available on the bank. Pre-booked night sessions

Located in our peaceful private ancient woodland in the heart of the 
Kent countryside, we have 2 family friendly, well stocked main lakes.    

Fully accessible to disabled anglers including the toilet fascilities.
Front Pleasure / Match Lake - Mixed Species with Carp to 20lb+
Back Specimen Lake - Cats to 40lb+, Carp to 30lb (average 15lb)

We also have for hire, a Private Woodland Lake and a secluded Camping 
Area with private float only pond, BBQ, shower & parking space.
GROUP / CLUB / MATCH BOOKINGS WELCOME (Front Lake Only)

A brace of PB's for Adrian    

Hawkhurst Fish Farm bailiff, Adrian Stone has enjoyed a
very successful month at the Kent venue. Starting on
Dove Lake he landed 4 fish, including a 28lbs common
and this leathery looking mirror at a new personal best
weight of 30lbs, before turning his attention to the
Specimen Lake, where during a series of short sessions
he managed 8 fish topped by this dark looking Common,
and second PB, of 38lbs 1oz. 

Adrian Stone - 30lbs PB - Hawkhurst Mirror

Adrian Stone - 38lbs 1oz PB - Hawkhurst Common

Hawkhurst 
Four

Trees Lake    
A big well done to
Lee Todd who
landed 3 catfish
during a day
session on Four
Trees Lake,
including a new
lake record of
48lbs 6ozs! And
also a big thank
you to his son
Alfie who helped
out so brilliantly
with holding the
catfish for the
photos! 
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Shirkoak 
Fishery 
and B&B

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

www.shirkoakfarm.com
Follow us on Facebook 
‘Shirkoak Fishery’ 
for regular updates

For more information please call 
Hugh on 07973 410973 

or 01233 860279

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

This beautiful tranquil 
fishery is situated 
on the outskirts of 

Woodchurch village, 
stocked with carp 

to 30lbs+ and 
Pike to 20lbs+. 

Fishing prices start at £12 
for 2 rods for 12 hours.

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

WHY NOT TRY A POD?
Sleeps two people - included is shower, toilet, wash hand basin, kettle, toaster, 

double gas ring, sink, microwave, bedlinen, towels, cutlery, crockery & BBQ.  
Minimum stay is 48 hours at £120 per day for two people including fishing.

Night fishing is permitted by 
prior arrangement only. 
We can also offer food 
delivered to your swim, 

our full English breakfast is 
proving extremely popular!

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

OAP TUESDAY 

£10 incl. bacon roll!  
Pre-bookings only

Stephen Moulder - 14lbs Grass Carp - Sandwich Lakes Ralph Saunders - PB Tench

Brian - Dove Lake Becca - Quarry Lake

Mark Elliot - 20lbs Mirror Carp Matthew Smith - 26lbs 8ozs Mirror PB 

Fishery Reports
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At Orchard Place Farm you can surround yourself in the 
natural beauty of the Kent countryside, located just outside of the picturesque town of Paddock Wood, and only 

8 miles from Maidstone. The fishery boasts 13 lakes - 10 carp and catfish lakes and 3 match/pleasure lakes. 
FULLY FUNCTIONING LAKE 13 - CARP & CATFISH WATER

Carp to 49lb+

www.orchardplacefarmfishing.co.uk
Tackle/bait/shop situated in the main car park, 

stocking all top bait brands including 
worms maggots etc. Everything you need at 

VERY competitive prices.

MATCH/
PLEASURE 

LAKES 
DAY TICKETS 
2 RODS - £10

CONCESSIONS 1 ROD - £8

SPECIMEN 

LAKES

DAY TICKETS 

AVAILABLE

24HR - £30
48HR - £55

(additional charge

for 3rd rod)

Many swims have disabled access • All-weather pathways leading all 
around the lakes and up to each individual swim • Purpose-built toilets 

located in the main car park (with hot shower) • Between Lake 3 and Lake 4 
(toilet and sink block only) • Block constructed by Lake 7 also contains a 

microwave, fridge and washing up facilities.

FOOD IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FROM MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER

Orchard Place Farm Fishing
13 FISHING LAKES in the KENT COUNTRYSIDE 

Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6NY 

01892 838576 or 07860 608218 Catfish to 112lb+

 Top Lake has five swims, Bottom Lake 
has six and both can be fished on a 
day ticket or lake exclusive booking 

Anglers’ mess on site with fresh 
running water, wash basin and toilet 

New to Orchard Place Farm! 
Horsmonden Fishing Lakes

Carp 
to 38lbs

Top Lake 
Catfish to 85lbs

Bottom Lake 
Catfish to 75lbs

Two beautiful lakes set in mature, 
peaceful Kent countryside in an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

Horsmonden Fishing Lakes, Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 
All enquiries and bookings to Orchard Place Farm Fishery on 01892 838576 

fwi 314 August 2023 - 48pp.qxp_Layout 1  21/07/2023  10:36  Page 10



11 August 2023       

Jack Frost Tackle Crawley. Crawley’s 
Premier fishing tackle shop for carp 
fishing, match fishing and sea fishing.

• Over 400 rods on display 

• Surrey and Sussex Trakker 
& Nash Super Centres 

• One of Sussex’s biggest 
Superstores with two floors 
and 3,500 square feet 

• Free 
Parking

NEW CLOTHING SHOWROOM NOW OPEN! 
The South’s LARGEST selection of clothing and footwear. Please see our Facebook page.

and 3,500 square feet 

WE BUY GOOD
QUALITY

SECONDHAND
TACKLE - CALL FOR

DETAILS
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5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of

woodland, containing
Carp to 30lbs, Tench to 5lbs,

Bream to 9lb plus Roach,
Rudd and Chub

Spring Lodge | Iden Wood Fishery
| Coldharbour Lane | Iden |  Rye |

East Sussex |  TN31 7UT

Vehicle access/night fishing
allowed / match bookings taken

Iden Wood
Fishery

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown 
01797 280180
Mobile:                                              
07906 232225

Carp, Coarse and Vintage Angling Specialist 
Good quality, pre-loved tackle purchased and sold 

Stockist of Korda, Nash, Gardner, Middy, Wychwood, Leeda 
Mainline and many more quality manufacturers. 

Fresh maggots and worms always in stock along with frozen 
deadbaits and a massive range of boilies and groundbaits. 

Come and visit us at: 
Maidstone Road, Wateringbury ME18 5EH 

(opposite the railway station on the B2015)

01622 814296 or 07941 085011
A warm welcome and a great deal awaits you! 

IF SELLING, PLEASE PHONE BEFORE VISITING

TRADE-IN-TACKLE

Worth a soaking     
This ancient looking warrior of a mirror carp nearly had
the last laugh when it found sanctuary in some marginal
snags as angler Henry Lindsay was about to net it from
the Old Lake at Tricklebrook Fishery.  Not willing to give
up that easily, Henry took the water with net in hand and
managed to scoop up his prize before it made good its
escape. At 20lbs and a timeless look, the fish was well
worth getting his trousers wet for. 

Henry Lindsay - 20lbs Mirror Carp - Tricklebrook 

Barry Philips - Bronze Bream Ben Taylor - 4lbs 2ozs Tench - Pevensey Marsh

Jack Holden - 23lbs Mirror - Cotton Farm Kelv Allan - Ghost Carp - Sandwich Lakes 
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LAKE AMY - Carp to over 40lbs

LAKE EVA - Match/Pleasure. Carp 30lb+  Tench 11lb+ 
Chub 5lb+  Barbel 6lb+  Perch 5lb+  Bream and other silvers

DAY & NIGHT FISHING - TN12 9PL

ON-SITEFOODUNIT

For all match and pleasure bookings and enquiries 
please ring Dave 07770 513448

NIGHT FISHING ON ALL LAKES

SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE AT WYLANDS….

SET IN THE HEART OF 1066 COUNTRY

POWDERMILL LANE, BATTLE, EAST SUSSEX, TN33 0SU

. 9 FANTASTIC LAKES BOOKING ESSENTIAL VISIT: WWW.WYLANDS.CO.UK

. COARSE FISHING, CATFISH AND CARP LAKES

. WE HAVE LAKES TO SUIT ALL FROM BEGINNERS TO ADVANCE ANGLERS

. LARGE VARIETY OF FISHING TICKETS AVALIBLE

. PRIVATE LAKE HIRE AVALIBLE ON REQUEST 

. SENIOR DISCOUNT DAYS MON/TUE/WED JUST £6 ALL DAY 

. ON SITE TACKLE SHOP AND SNACK BAR

. INCLUSIVE FISHING AND ACCOMODATION PACKAGES AT GREAT PRICES

. LAKE SIDE POD HIRE

. TOURING AND CAMPING FIELDS TO INCLUDE ELECTRIC HOOK UP 

. TOILET AND SHOWER FACILITIES

. NEWLY OPENED FARM SHOP 

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 01424 893394 

Fishery Reports
Claygate Lakes Claygate, Marden, Kent
Lake Sophie  Tench are still showing up all over the lake at the
moment. Corn, worms and also prawns are all working well. 
Lake Eva  Off the top on the afternoon has been really working well
and is great fun. Well done Ronnie Carter aged 9 showing dad and
grandparents how it’s done.
Lake Amy  Fish have started to show more after finishing spawning.
Well done Sharni a young angler who we’ll be seeing a lot more of in
future fishing magazines.
Please note we are limiting anglers on this lake and closing certain
swims to prevent crossing lines. Weekends you will need to pre-book
with a deposit which can be bank transfer, call 07770 513448 to book. 
CLAygATE MEMbERSHip: We are a day/night ticket fishery,
but due to the current high cost of living we are offering 12 months
membership on all lakes. Why not pop down on a weekend to discuss
membership details and have a
look round. 
SNACk WAgoN:
Monday to Friday - hot and cold
drinks plus snacks.
SATURDAY and SUNDAY hot and
cold food served.
ToiLETS AND SHoWERS:
Separate gents and ladies open
all week.
FACEbook: 
Pop on to dave claygate for
latest catches
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Greenacres Farm Fishery Biddenden, Kent
Speci 1  Fishing has taken off with some fantastic catches being caught over a bed off bait or
using solid pva bags. Preferred choice of bait at the minute seems to be frozen 15mm krill boilies
from sticky baits, but like I say to everyone that turns up use what ever you feel comfortable
with and the fish should show. And don’t forget we have some lovely perch in here well over the
3lbs mark with the biggest so far being 5lbs 3ozs.
Speci 2  Catfish are showing up on whatever bait you put in the water at the minute now that
they have woken up. The catfish are coming out during the day, with the majority of them
showing at night. Carp are being caught on small baited areas from the margins rather then

open water as the catfish are picking up the baits before
the carp. Stick to fruity baits or imitation corn for the carp
as this seems to keep the catfish at bay for a longer
period of time.
Heron  This lake is fishing really well for a big bag of
mixed fish either on the quiver or float fishing (don’t
ignore the margins) if you want the bigger carp. Smaller
baits work best in here for all species of fish including the
carp rather then the 15mm boilies that tend to get used.
This lake can also be booked up for matches if you give us
a call on: 07933 934942
kingfisher  This is a very good lake if you are starting up
fishing for the first time as it is full of fish and keeps you
busy all day. Main baits to use on here is pellets, paste,
corn, maggots, luncheon meat or maggots/worms over a

bed of groundbait. This lake can also
be booked up for matches if you give
us a call on: 07933 934942
bluebell  A very unique lake tucked
out the way, this lake holds a good
head of lovely tench to 6lbs and carp
to 10lbs with a few other surprises.
This lake is very peaceful and can
produce a large bag of fish at certain
times of the year so be prepared.

Dip all nets, sling and cradles upon arrival before
going to any of the lakes or get a lifetime ban

(CCTV IN OPERATION). No takeaways after 6pm.
No bins on site so take all rubbish home

including fag butts/ rolly’s. No keepnets unless
authorised by member of staff. Single hooks

when pike fishing no trebles.
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15 August 2023       

Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes, £15 for the specimen lakes 
rising to £25 for a 24 hour ticket (£5 extra for a third rod). 

Gates open at 7am and close at 7pm
SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £5 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality lakes for all. There is one specimen 
lake for carp up to 30lbs+, one specimen predator lake for carp to 27lbs+, catfish to 60lbs+ and pike,  
one match lake with twenty-two purpose built swims, one coarse lake and finally a tench/family pond.  

Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower, wet room and kitchen facilities.  
This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!

To book, please call or text us on 07933 934942
or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk

Email : greenacresfarmfishery@gmail.com

GREENACRES FARM FISHERY

Sissinghurst Road | Biddenden | Kent | TN27 8EH
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17 August 2023       

Here at MFC Outdoor Stores we have a huge range of fishing
Supplies. From Fox to Middy we have a wide range of

different brands for you to choose from. We also have a large
range of Air Rifles and Workwear for those who are

interested.

......
W W W . M F C O U T D O O R S T O R E S . C O M

MFC
Outdoor Stores

..

Phone: 01323 846883
Email: info@mfcoutdoorstores.co.uk

9 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 2BE 
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18 August 2023       Fishery Reports
Beaver Fishery Lingfield, Surrey
Well, where has the time gone, it only seems like yesterday I was writing the last
report As per usual, we have had some great catch reports with lots of firsts and
personal bests. As usual we cannot list all catches as there has been quite a few.
Here are some:
Snipe Lake  brian Doran banked a common of 18lbs 8ozs, Rob Ellis banked the
small grassie at 19lbs 4ozs and a 24lbs 2ozs common, Michael bundy had a
23lbs 4ozs mirror, Jeff Firth had 2 commons at 24lb and 27lbs 3ozs, Josh Miles
caught his first Snipe carp in the shape of a 24lbs common,  Alfie Hawkins was
back and banked a mirror at 24lbs 2ozs, Liam Hall banked a 31lbs common and
buddy Matt Jones had a small mirror and a 21lbs 4ozs common, Luke pickett
banked a 18lbs 8ozs mirror, george Whitworth had a 31lbs 6ozs common,
Nick Driver banked his first Snipe carp which was a common of 24lbs 4ozs, Alan Tipping had a double take and banked a 17lbs
common and an 18lbs mirror, phil Clegg banked the big grassie at 33lbs 14ozs which was also a pb, paul Mitchell banked a 29lbs 6ozs
pb mirror, Charlie poulton banked his 1st carp from Snipe and a pb at 29lbs 2ozs, kenny kettle also banked his first Snipe carp in the
shape of a 19lbs common, Steven gallagher banked a mirror of 18lbs 8ozs while his friend Raymond box had a very good session
banking mirrors at 18lbs, 25lbs, a 31lbs 8ozs common and Hayley’s Mirror at 35lbs 6ozs.

Westlake  has seen lots of anglers catching multiple cats in a session just like last month, Steve
Deeley banked 9 cats to 32lbs 14ozs, phil parsons has banked several on his visits up to 32lbs while
his brother Dave has banked a few to 26lbs, Jordan Middle has banked numerous cats to a new pb of 38lbs, Dave osbourne has
banked well on each session he’s done this month up to 42lbs, becky Skinner banked cats to 35lbs while partner Ross McDaniel
banked four to 27lbs, Martin Smith has lots of cats this month including 2 60’s to 62lbs and friend Colin Stone has banked cats to
31lbs, Andy Watson banked 8 cats to 35lbs 8ozs, Brothers gary and Martin young had 9 cats to 60lbs, Dean Aldridge had 12 cats to
low 40’s on an overnighter, Will Smith banked 8 to 31lbs 8ozs, Alan Teakle kept his run going banking four to 47lbs 12ozs and Chris
bacon had one at 50lbs.
Jeff’s Lake  has seen lots of fish banked again, a few example are young Ellis Thorne who banked 16 F1’s in an afternoon, Jason Hills
and son grayson banked 10 F1’s in a few hours after school and Matt White banked 32 F1’s 1 mirror and 7 bream.
Daughters Lake  has done well for the grassies this month, Josh Attree banked two at 11lbs 8ozs and 23lbs 12ozs, kyle Elliott banked
2 grassies at 15lbs and 22lbs 12ozs, Robert billinghurst banked 2 grassies at 26lbs 8ozs and a pb 29lbs 5ozs, billy Snape banked
commons at 11lbs and 16lbs, mirrors at 13lbs, 16lbs and 20lbs 2ozs and grassies at 17lbs 3ozs, 22lbs 6ozs and a pb was 30lbs, Jeff
Neale had a 13lbs common, a 14lbs 8ozs mirror and a 20lbs grassie, Danny Neale banked 2 commons at 14lbs 3ozs and 15lbs 4ozs and
a 16lbs 4ozs mirror, Ryan Hitching banked 3 low double commons and a pb grassie of 22lbs 4ozs, Ricky b had a couple of carp to 13lbs
12ozs and a new pb grassie at 21lbs 10ozs, Chris Shepherd was back and banked a 9lbs 12ozs common, mirrors at 12lbs 8ozs and

14lbs 2ozs and grassies at 15lbs 7ozs and 15lbs 9ozs, Maggs burgess banked a 12lbs 8ozs
common, a 14lbs 2ozs mirror and grassies at 19lbs 8ozs and a pb of 29lbs 8ozs while
Trevor burgess banked his first English grassies up to 15lbs, Lottie Hammond caught her
first ever carp at 12lbs 8ozs, Young Louis Scholfield banked a mirror of 14lbs, Lewis
Strudwick banked his first Beaver carp in the form of a 15lbs common, Tom Fedczuk
banked 2 mirrors to 14lbs 2ozs and young Max Rodgers caught a pb mirror at 10lbs 3ozs.
Eden pond  has been quite productive again, venue regulars Martin and karen Davies
continuing their great form each time they visit. Over the 3 trips this month Martin has
banked 13 tench, 6 bream, a few F1’s and a mirror of 5lbs 5ozs while Karen has banked 7
tench to 4lb, F1’s and bream,John Howe banked 7 tench to 3lbs 4ozs.
Maze Lake  has seen lots of day anglers getting amongst the carp to 6lbs, F1’s and some
decent bream to 6lbs too.

Alan Tipping - 18lbs - Snipe Liam Hall - 31lbs - Snipe Mat Jones - Snipe

Martin Smith - 62lbs - Beaver PB

Phil Clegg - 33lbs 14ozs PB - Snipe

Paul Mitchell - 29lbs 6ozs PB - Snipe Raymond Box - 35lbs 6ozs - Snipe Alfie Hawkins - 24lbs 2ozs - Snipe

Colin Stone - 31lbs - Westlake
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19 August 2023       

Facilities include:

On Site Tackle Shop 

9 Car Parks including 
Disabled Friendly Parking 

Shower/Wetroom 

Disabled Friendly Toilets 

Seasonal Snack Bar 
with Hot and Cold Food 

1 hut available for hire

Concessionary Tickets for 
Junior, Disabled and OAPs 

No pre-bookings taken 
for swims 

Win a FREE SESSION with  
our Fish of the Month 

Competition 

Automatic Security Gates 
that close at 7pm (Summer)

6pm (Winter) 

24-hour CCTV

We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds. 
Open 7am - 7pm Summer time and 7am - 6pm Winter time. Day ticket, overnight and long stays welcome.

Eastbourne Road (A22), 
Newchapel, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6HL 
Tel: 01342 324006 
Mobile: 07710 656041 

We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds. 

Email: 
beaverfarmfishery@live.co.uk 

Facebook: beaverfishery

Mobile: 07710 656041 

Email: 

www.beaverfarmfishery.co.uk 

Fishery Reports

Majors Lake  has been great again this month with all species being banked. Matt Sayer had 6 carp
to 18lbs 8ozs, Dean Bennett had a PB mirror of 16lbs, Dennis Wheeler banked tench to over 4lbs,
bream to 5lbs, commons to 9lbs, a 10lbs mirror and a ghostie of 8lbs, over a couple of visits Paul
Owen and wife Claire have banked 13 bream to 7lbs, tench and 5 carp to low doubles, Paul Kelly
banked mirrors at 8lbs 8ozs, 9lbs 8ozs and 11lbs 12ozs, commons at 6lbs 8ozs, 9lbs 8ozs and 9lbs
12ozs, 9 tench to 3lbs 8ozs and a 12lbs ghostie, Billy Snape banked 4 carp to 15lbs 3ozs and his mum
had a 13lbs 5ozs fully scaled mirror, Phil Clegg banked 2 mirrors to 21lbs 14ozs and Dylan Foster
banked a common of 8lbs 8ozs and a mirror of 12lbs 8ozs, both PB’s, Sabi Kovacs banked a load of
bream and some nice carp, Stuart and Allison Porte banked bream to 5lbs, 1 tench and an 11lbs
mirror, Chris Campion banked bream, commons of 14lbs 8ozs and 15lbs and a 22lbs 4ozs mirror, John
Smith banked 1 tench, 2 low doubles, a 17lbs 4ozs common, a 17lbs ghostie and a mirror of 18lbs,
Simon Weir banked a 17lbs 3ozs common and Ben banked 3 bream to 7lbs 4ozs and a 16lbs 2ozs fully

scaled mirror on an overnighter and Terry Edwards continued to show how it’s done, over a few day
sessions he’s banked quite a few bream, tench, 5 small commons, mirrors at 8lbs, 11lbs 3ozs, 12lbs
2ozs, 14lbs 2ozs, 17lbs 3ozs and 19lbs 2ozs and ghost carp at 14lbs 6ozs, 14lbs 8ozs and 16lbs 7ozs.

Billy Snape - 20lbs 2ozs - Daughters Chris Shepherd - Daughters Danny Neale - 16lbs 4ozs - Daughters Josh Attree - 23lbs 12ozs - Daughters

Paul Kelly - 12lbs - Majors Phil Clegg - 21lbs 14ozs - Majors Terry Edwards - 19lbs 2ozs - Majors Billy Snape - 15lbs 3ozs - Majors

Jeff Neale - 20lbs - Daughters
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The Golden Years of Coarse Fishing
           by Bob Rolph

Pond cleaning - a labour of love

The time had come to address my very overgrown and weedy series of fish ponds, and I was nearing the end of this backbreaking
3 week long project. Our modern cottage lies on the site of an old Victorian wooden cottage next to the local chapel and the
garden goes back to 1864. When built, the Methodist chapel was in constant use next door and the vicar lived in on site where our
house now stands. In the huge garden are 3 large round brick-lined ‘wells’ or holding tanks where now over 4000 gallons of rain
water can be held ready to water the garden or top up the ponds. These were the original source of drinking water 150 years ago,
before mains water came to our village, and it is a godsend nowadays in these days of drought, expensive water and hosepipe
bans. Our mains water is now on a meter, so having 3 ponds of 6000 gallons and a hot tub, the wells get a lot of use, freely
pumped out with cool crystal clear chalk stream quality water, it’s drinkable as well!
So on June 14th I started this monumental job of clearing all 3 ponds in turn, and handled 175 fish, netted from my ponds, Koi,
goldfish, carp, tench and Orfe. The ponds were cleaned in turn so as to have fresh clean water available to house all these fish,
together with 3 large size 50 gallon holding tanks, air pumps were also there if needed.

In the March and April Editions in 2021 of the Freshwater Informer I related
all about my love of garden ponds and how I built them with a flowing
stream between, and even did ponds commercially for a while as Kent
Garden Pond Services.
The Yellow water Flag iris pseudacorus is prolific, and grows like wildfire,
their root system resembling a mangrove swamp if left for years without
dividing. The poor fish had very little space to swim and together with the
vast beds of elodea densa, oxygenating weed, milfoil and hornwort, the fish
gasped for breath in among the weed, looking for the little open water that
remained. I had already lost many of my prize Koi during the winter due to
lack of regular maintenance and the fact that I am away a lot for long
periods during the winter months. Ponds need constant attention and
weeding, and the fish
need space to swim as
well as cover, regular
feeding and oxygen.
Aquatic water plants
grow at such an
alarming rate during the
summer months, and
will totally take over a
pond if not maintained
well with net and rake.
On the rivers in June the
Ranunculus steamer
weed with the white

flower used to be cut by water bailiffs on a regular basis in the old days or the
river would just clog up. The Stour at Chartham near me is a case in point,
and the weed is a picture this time of year, but sadly the water quality is poor
and the river choked with weed. This former pure chalk stream with trout,
chub and barbel is now a shadow of its former self, as are all the rivers in this
country , with a constant brown sludge over the stone and gravel runs where
once the gravel beds sparkled in the sun. Agricultural runs off, chicken farms
and sewage now pollute the water, and phosphates and fertilisers are the main
problem. The river Wye is now practically devoid of fish in places, and I now
never see any fish at all when look of the parapet of the Stour at Shalmsford
bridge or Chilham.

Yellow flag iris roots are a challenge!

The top pond with original koi

20 August 2023       

The time had come to address my very overgrown and weedy series of fish ponds, and I was nearing the end of this backbreaking

Well, I  have now finally met Alex our Editor and was fittingly attired in waders as
he came up the garden path of our remote cottage in a small village on the outskirts
of Canterbury. As I don’t fish much these days ,this was quite a coincidence!
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Next month:-
The London Fishing Tackle Shops of the 1960s and their famous owner/Managers         Bob Rolph

21 August 2023       
My short piece of stream  at home with pebbles has
no such problems as the pumped water circulates
around my 3 small man made ponds, and sparkles in
the mid day sun!
One problem that had to be addressed a few years
ago was the family of Herons who live in the old dead
tree at Chartham Lake just down the road from me.
They had so many of my fish before I put up a 4 inch
mesh fruit cage and netted all my other ponds.
My main pond of 4000 gallons is now housed inside a
walk in cage of black netting 4 mtrs cube like a fruit
cage, and it has done the trick. Four inch mesh is not
too intrusive, and is quite fine, but not since I
carefully extricated Mr Heron from this netting 4 years
ago when he got stuck in it after forgetting that his
body was not the same size as his long slender neck! I
could have rung his neck there are then, but I did not
do so. I put him in a box and took him from whence
he came, he never ever came back to land in my
garden again. I do see him fly over some times and

looking down at my netted ponds , giving me 2 fingers with his long claws. I could have earned a fortune from his grey feathers,
highly prized by fly tiers at £2 per feather, but I don’t tie my own flies any more, they were great for nymph bodies. Herons are a
protected species, but that wasn’t why I didn’t kill him, he looked me in the eye as if to say, “sorry mate” I won’t try that again,
and he didn’t!
So my ponds are now pristine again and all the fish are
back in and happy. I’ve repotted all of the plants and
flag iris, water mint, oxygenating weed and introduced
some colourful water lilies, under which the fish love to
bask on hot sunny days. I feed them once a day in the
evenings and leave them in peace to bask among the
elodea breathing in the oxygen during the day. They are
a joy, just mongrels now, no expensive Japanese Koi
now which I would worry about when I am away during
the winter. I will introduce a small shoal of baby golden
orfe and watch them grow, but they do need running
water and plenty of oxygen, and beware the
thunderstorms which killed all my previous orfe before.
Very sensitive are the orfe family, - terrified of low
pressure storm systems like the one I sat through in a
boat at Bewl on October 15 th 1987, the eve of the
great storm, the trout went mad, but that’s another
story!
I finally dug out 100 buckets full of sludge, the pond
had never been cleaned out since I built  them 10 years
ago, lined with 1mm Firestone rubber liner from World of Water at Rolvenden it came up, like new. Koi Carp can poo for England so
I now have fish Guano for the garden by the bucket load! It was backbreaking work but well worth while poring it all into a one
tonne Jewsons bag, what great bags these are, but mine was not porous at all, I thought all the water would drain out just leaving
solids in the bag to shovel out onto the garden!    

The goldfish, mirror carp and koi love a newly
cleaned out pond, and explore every corner in
convoy. I wonder if they remember how it was?  I
won’t leave it so long next time. Ponds should be
cleared and cleaned every 3 years or so, whether I
will be up to it in 3 years time I don’t know, I will
be 80! I do feel fitter after all this, so it must be
good for you!
I love my fish, I’ve kept them since I was 7 years
old and have had 8 different ponds over the years ,
the most famous of course were the 20 Redmire
Leney mirrors that I brought back from Redmire as
fry in 1966. I raised them to 8 inches at my pond
in Hayes, and released them into Keston in 1968.
The legendary Leney strain of carp imported from
Holland in 1934 by fish farmer Donald Leney of
Haslemere, revolutionised carp fishing in this
country, read up all about it in the carp fishing
history books by legends like Chris Ball, Chris Yates
and Kevin Clifford. History is paramount, and my
series of articles about the old days of fishing keep
me going when I am not so able to get out on the
river bank so much as I used to.

The plant life was getting out of control 

Room to swim again! 

Great for the garden - if not the back
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Established in 1895, Hastings and Bexhill District Freshwater Angling
Association provides its members and day ticket anglers with seven lakes,

as well as rivers and a ticket exchange program, to fish throughout Hastings,
Bexhill and the surrounding area. The association provides waters to suit

all ages, abilities and interests so there’s something for everyone.

22 August 2023        

We are a small but friendly club with beautiful lake, 2 ponds, 5 reservoirs and over 8 miles of fishing on the River Medway and Beult. 
Our waters contain Carp to 32lb, Pike 30lb+, Tench 8lb+, Chub 7lb, Perch 4lb and Roach to 3lb, including some good Bream and Eels. All year fishing, member’s guest permits, night fishing allowed. 

We run over 30 matches a year and have a large junior section. Concessionary rates available for OAPs, Disabled and Juniors.
For further details contact: Jason Tuckey on 07983 569220 e-mail: lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

www.lintonangling.co.uk

The Linton Angling Society - Membership Vacancies

The rising sun broke free of its nocturnal shackles just as I reached the entrance to Broomham Ponds, casting shafts of light across
this hidden oasis, illuminating the early morning mist as it rose and twisted, as if pulled by hands unseen, from the dark, still waters.
Once inside the gate, I paused by the lower pond to take in the timeless scene. With only the occasional birdsong breaking the silence,
I looked on with quiet expectation and briefly pondered how many anglers had done the same over the lakes century long history.  
A heavy shouldered carp pulled my attention sharply back to the present, as it muscled its way through the large lily pad that
dominates the  middle of the horse pond, sending ripples in all directions. For the briefest of moments I was tempted to pursue it but
I reminded myself that it was the top pool that I had come to fish. Smaller and more intimate, the stock consists of mainly tench,
roach, rudd, perch and some elusive crucian carp and offered the perfect opportunity for me to use some of my less capable tackle
without being run ragged by king carp, which are confined to the lower lake.
My rod for this short session, was an early fibretube example from Dawsons of Bromley. My guess is that it was supposed to
incorporate the best elements of its highly thought of cane forerunners, namely the avocet and kennet perfection but ultimately it was
combined to create something not quite as good as either
of them. It’s one saving grace is that the blank has aged
to a lovely dark honey colour, which glowed warmly in the
early morning sun. Due to its somewhat erratic action I
refer to it as ‘Incapability Brown’.  I had paired it with an
old and crotchety Carter & Co 3.5 inch reel that grumbles
with every turn of the handle, but at around twice my
age, you can hardly blame it. Originally made as a fly
reel, it has a very deep spool that without backing line
gives a retrieve ratio of about a half inch of line for every
turn of the handle.  Of course, I’d had no backing to hand
when I’d wound on 50mtrs of new 3lb line the previous
evening...
Creeping into position on the top pool, I baited two spots
with a few handfuls of sweetcorn.  With a good depth in
the margins, and limitations of time and tackle, the plan
was to keep everything as close to the rod tip as possible,
concentrate on the water directly in front of me and act
as soon as I saw signs of feeding fish. Tench have a habit
of sending up sheets of tiny bubbles, giving away their
presence as they sift through the silt. 
Two exploratory drops of the float, to find the depth, resulted in two small rudd grabbing the hookbait in quick succession. On the
third drop the float had barely settled before it quivered and sunk below the surface. I idly flicked the rod tip but instead of the
expected splish splash of another rudd, the rod buckled and the reel let out a rusty chatter as something actually pulled back.
Incapability Brown bent like a piece of wet spaghetti as it took on its full fighting curve and I was led on a merry dance as an
enthusiastic tench took a tour of the pond. Eventually everything settled down and I was able to draw the fish to the net, the bright
morning sun lighting up the fish's  emerald flanks. I admired the fish for a moment before slipping her back from whence she came. 
Surprised that I’d had seen no evidence of bubbles from this first fish, I doubled down and paid much closer attention to where I’d
introduced the other corn. Sure enough there was the odd disturbance as tiny bubbles came up from the bottom but a thin film of
accumulated pollen, common on these woodland pools, prevented them from breaking the surface. Better prepared, I gently lowered
the float into position as the bubbles got ever closer. Finally the float twitched, lifted slightly then lazily slid out of sight. Again the rod
capitulated on the strike, the reel complained and with the spool spinning at a furious rate, an unseen adversary made a bid for
freedom.  An almost identical fight resulted in an almost identical sized tench laying in the bottom of my landing net. 
I rebaited the spots and stepped back to let the swim settle down. With the sun now above the trees, I was able to look down into the
clear shallows of the lake below. I flicked out a few grains of corn from my vantage point and it wasn’t long before three double figure
carp ghosted into the area and started feeding. Fishing for them would have been a fools errand as I would have had no chance of

A stunning Broomham Tench
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MEMBERSHIP FEE 2022/23 SEASON 
Senior Membership – £70  + £10 Joining fee 
Ladies Membership – £30 + £10 Joining fee 

OAP 65 years – £35 + £10 Joining fee 
Junior Members £10 + NO JOINING FEE

Family Ticket (parents + children u16) – £100 + £10 Joining fee  
Flood Barrier Night Ticket  – £175 + £10 Joining fee 

Student 16–18 years – £35 + £10 Joining fee 

View the waters on the web  
www.tonbridge­angling.co.uk

PO Box 131, Tonbridge TN11 8WB 
Contact Martyn on 07802 248861

14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing: 
Carp to 52lb 4oz, Tench to 12lb 8oz, Bream to 19lb+, 
Barbel to 15lb 2oz, Chub to 5lb+, Perch to 3lb 6oz, 

Pike to 31lb 6oz, Crucians to 4lb 6oz and 
Grass Carp to 29lb 6oz. 

Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.

Hastings Bexhill & District Freshwater Angling Association

Established in 1895 the association provides its
members and day ticket anglers with various
lakes and rivers to fish throughout Hastings,
Bexhill and the surrounding area.

We currently have seven waters that provide
a mixture of species at specimen weights to 
suit all anglers' preferences. As well as the
lakes run by the association we also offer
members the ability to fish various
stretches of river in the surrounding area.

The association provides waters to suit all
ages, abilities and interests so there’s
something for everyone.

To apply to become a member please download and
print the application form from our website. 
Complete and return to the Membership officer on the
application, alternatively it is possible to purchase
your membership from any of the tackle shops listed
on our website.

Season runs from 1st April to 31st March.

hastingsandbexhillangling.co.uk

For further information please contact:
Chris Pagan 07429 655237      Steve Potter 07935 268174

Postal enquiries: S Corke, 2 The Siding, Bexhill-on-Sea TN40 1RF 

Normanhurst Lake

Wishing Tree Reservoir

River Rother

Angling Societies
landing any one of them with my under gunned antique tackle
but it was fascinating to watch. Once they had cleared the
sweetcorn they drifted back to the main body of the lake and I
returned to my swim.
Now there were some very obvious bubbles and it was clear that
a number of fish had moved onto the spots. Even better, at the
edges of a reed line an occasional single pin prick bubble would
break the surface. I hoped that this meant that at least one
crucian was on the move as this is typical of these very timid
feeding, and often infuriating, fish.
Once again I tweaked the float into position and once again a bite
was forthcoming.  This time however, the insipid backbone of
Incapability Brown let me down and I failed to connect on the
strike, a great trail of bubbles and silt exploding to the surface as
the fish bolted out of the swim. 

A change of hookbait to maggots bought the attention of a swarm
of hungry perch that eagerly grabbed them as soon as the hit the
water. I’m very fond of perch of any size and the disappointment
of the missed fish soon faded as I bagged up on angry sergeants,
with their attitude and spikey, bristling fins. 
Unexpectedly, the float buried with purpose and my strike was met
with a heavy resistance.  This fish set off across the pool with
intent. Slow and unwavering, it was clear it was a much better
specimen. Unable to exert any real control, I elected to play the
fish on a long line in the hope it would tire. Back and forth it
trapezed the length of the pool. Slowly I began to gain back line
and as it surfaced in the middle of the pond I could indeed see
that it was a tench of significant proportions. Just as I thought
that I had swung the fight in my favour the fish found a new
lease of life and swum towards me at speed. The folly of not
bulking out the spool with backing came back to haunt me and
despite my best efforts I had no chance of keeping a tight line.

By the time I had wound up the slack the
fish was long gone, depositing the hook in
some reeds barely two feet in front of me
and I was left to wonder whether it was the
rod or me that was really the Incapable
one...
Scan the QR code to watch the video or
visit Freshwater Informer on YouTube

A swarm of angry perch moved in with menace

Incapability Brown in action 
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a simple
guide to
catching

barbel  
A long, muscular, torpedo shaped body,

underslung mouth adorned with four

barbules.  The Barbel is unmistakable.

A river fish, although occasionally found

in stillwaters, they are perfectly adapted

to living in fast flowing, well oxygenated

water.

Although the current British Record of

21lb 2oz was caught from a Sussex

River, the South East is rarely mentioned

in the same breath as the ‘historic‘

Barbel rivers such as the Trent, Wye,

Severn and Avon. not because they don’t

exist, nor grow big, but rather because

most of our rivers have a fairly sparse

population of the species. Prime

locations are closely guarded by those in

know and a passionate Barbel angler will

make even the most secretive Carper

appear loose-lipped. But they are out

there and they are catchable, to anyone

willing to put in the groundwork in

tracking them down.

Here is the F.W.I. Simple Approach To

Catching Barbel on the Pellet Feeder.

LOCATIOn, LOCATIOn, LOCATIOn  Finding a river that holds
is easy. Finding where Barbel hold in the river is the hard part!
Turbulent, well oxygenated Weir pools are a great
place to start. Barbel may be found anywhere
from tight to the sill to the tail end of pool as
the water shallows. narrow, undercut or
overhung stretches can also be a good
place to search out the species. It really
is a case of effort equals reward when it
comes to tracking down Barbel in the
South East.

EnD TACKLE  For the purpose of this
article we are focusing on Feeder fishing
with pellets. An open ended feeder set up on a
running rig is straight forward and tangle free. Take a
selection of feeders, both in capacity and weight, to
match the requirements of the swims you might fish.
nylon or braided hooklinks of around 18 inches, attached
to the mainline via a swivel with a simple hair rig
incorporating a strong carp style hook at the other is as
complicated as you need to get.

 For the purpose of this
article we are focusing on Feeder fishing
with pellets. An open ended feeder set up on a
running rig is straight forward and tangle free. Take a
selection of feeders, both in capacity and weight, to

place to start. Barbel may be found anywhere
from tight to the sill to the tail end of pool as

arrow, undercut or

place to search out the species. It really
is a case of effort equals reward when it

EnD TACKLE  For the purpose of this For the purpose of this
article we are focusing on Feeder fishing
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25 August 2023        holds Barbel
rt! TACKLE  Pound for pound, the Barbel is one of the UK’s hardest fighting fish. The large surface area

of their pectoral fins act in a similar way to a wing on a race car, creating downforce in the current
and helping them stay ‘pinned’ to the riverbed with the minimum of effort. A rod of no less than 1.5lb
t.c is a good starting point and rods of 1.75 – 2.25lb are common place. Reels should be equally up to
the task. For Feeder fishing, a mainline of 12lb b.s should be OK but be prepared to go heavier in
weedy or snaggy conditions.

LAnDIng THE FISH  There are so many variables
when fishing rivers that is almost impossible to predict
every scenario. Controlling the factors that you are able
to will give you the best chance of success. Before
fishing, make sure that there is an obvious and safe place
to land a fish should you hook one. A specimen pan net
with an extending handle is far more suitable than a 42”
triangular head on anything other than the flattest of banks.
Be sure of your footing. Barbel favour fast flowing water and
inappropriate footwear on steep or greasy banks may see you join them.
Stay calm and take your time and you will get your reward. 

THE BITE  Few anglers encounter Barbel and
come away thinking that they may have
had a bite. Be prepared for a series of
small knocks on the line followed by the
rod tip wrenching around as if
attached to a passing submarine.
Unless heavily pressured, Barbel are
not known for their subtlety. Stay
very close to your rod and use a high
sided rod rest, or snag ears if using an
alarm, making sure that your
banksticks are well planted. 

fishing, make sure that there is an obvious and safe place

with an extending handle is far more suitable than a 42”
triangular head on anything other than the flattest of banks.
Be sure of your footing. Barbel favour fast flowing water and
inappropriate footwear on steep or greasy banks may see you join them.

BAIT  A bag of pellets, some groundbait and a tub of boilie dumbell hookbaits are all you need to get
started. Thread one or two dumbells onto the hair. Use a small amount of stiff groundbait to plug one end
of the Feeder, then fill with pellets, before plugging the remaining end with more groundbait. After casting
out the groundbait will wash out of the Feeder, allowing the pellets to spill out and be deposited near the
hookbait. The dissolving groundbait puts a food signal into water, drawing the fish upstream and hopefully
towards your bait. On slower flowing swims a sharp tug with the rod will help knock the groundbait plug out

of the Feeder, whilst on fast or deep runs you may have to use more groundbait to keep the pellets in the
Feeder until it hits the bottom. Time between recasts is very much venue/population/conditions specific.

If you are confident that you are on fish then patience should be observed. 

BAIT
started. Thread one or two dumbells onto the hair. Use a small amount of stiff groundbait to plug one end
of the Feeder, then fill with pellets, before plugging the remaining end with more groundbait. After casting
out the groundbait will wash out of the Feeder, allowing the pellets to spill out and be deposited near the
hookbait. The dissolving groundbait puts a food signal into water, drawing the fish upstream and 
towards your bait. On slower flowing swims a sharp tug with the rod will help knock the groundbait

of the Feeder, whilst on fast or deep runs you may have to use more groundbait to keep the pellets in the
Feeder until it hits the bottom. Time between recasts is very much venue/population/conditions specific.

If you are confident that you are on fish then patience should be observed. 

 Few anglers encounter Barbel and
come away thinking that they may have
had a bite. Be prepared for a series of
small knocks on the line followed by the

FISH CARE  In keeping with all species, fish care is paramount. Use an unhooking mat, treat hookholds with
antiseptic and any other areas that need it and minimise the time the fish is out of the water. In the summer
months, in particular, support barbel in your landing net, facing upstream and give them plenty of time to
recover before releasing them.  

Good Luck!
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Tonbridge & District Angling & FP Society
All of our Stillwater’s have been fishing well recently with good sized Carp
coming out regularly. 
Barden Lake  some big bream and tench being caught. 
The new Lagoon  is producing the usual good mixed bags with some quality
roach and rudd to over 1lb.
The Old Ballast Pit  has produced some good fish even though the lake is
currently heavily covered with lilies.
The river  has been fishing very well for bags of roach and a few bream plus
the odd barbel.

CHAIRMAN AND COMMITTEE CUP
Six Arches 25/6/23
1st    Colin Fowler                7lbs 13ozs
2nd   Ditch Howard              5lbs 3ozs 
3rd    Pat Galpin                   2lbs 7ozs

FLOAT ONLY MATCH
Hartlake Up 9/7/23
1st   Tom Fowler                 22lbs 10ozs
2nd   Steve Parker               14lbs 4ozs
3rd    Pat Galpi                     12lbs 2ozs 

RESTOCKING CUP
Hartlake Down 16/7/23
1st    Steve Parker               9lbs
2nd   Colin Fowler                5lbs 15ozs 
3rd    Andrew Goldthorpe     5lbs 4ozs 
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Springbok Fishery 
& Campsite

Springbok Estate, Alfold, Surrey GU6 8EX – www.careashore.org – 01403 752 555

Quiet rural site, 5 miles from Cranleigh 

20 swims � check website for 
availability 

Mirrors and Common Carp up to 16lbs 

Roach and Rudd to 2lbs 

Tench to 4lbs 

Baili� on site 

DAY TICKETS £10.00 extra rod £5.00 

CONCESSIONS £5.00 OAP/under 16s 

SEASON TICKETS AVAILABLE 

FISHING DAWN TO DUSK 

On site facili�es – licensed bar, guest 
rooms, camping and caravan pitches 
with hook�up – call or check website 
for more informa�on.

Our folio of delightful waters include: 
River Wantsum CT7 0QN / a section of the River Stour CT3 1JB 

Marshside Fishery: Homersham Lake & Scroggins Lake CT3 4EB

Day Tickets available at all venues: 
RIVERS: Adult £5 (Juniors to 16 years FOC) 

LAKES: Adult £10 with loyalty card £7 
Junior (aged 14-16 years inc.) £5 

Night Fishing 5pm to 7am: Adult £15 with loyalty card £12 
Night Fishing 24 hours: 

Adult £25 with loyalty card £20 / Junior as for Day Tickets 
Night fishing:

Only by prior booking.
Note: Juniors up to 13 years 

to be with an adult - FOC

Contact Wantsum Angling Association on 01227 678063 
or visit us at  

www.wantsumaa.co.uk  
We can also be contacted via the 

Contact Us message service on the website

Fishery Reports

Mark Day - Common Carp - Sandwich Lakes Sam - Quarry Lake

Joe Harris - 23lbs 4ozs Catfish - Quarry Lake David - 48lbs 1oz Catfish - Four Trees Lake

Ben Goshawk - Mirror Carp - Tricklebrook Old Lake Guifa - Mirror Carp - Tricklebrook Old Lake
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Shore Prospects with Prime Angling 

Rough seas and seaweed could hamper
certain venues and beaches for a short while
so worth checking it out before you fish. 

One species which hasn’t seemed to mind the conditions were Smoothounds, with fish to 12lb caught locally. Worthing Pier
produced some reasonable fishing on the evening high tides with fish caught to crab, squid and king rag baits. Always worth
remembering to bring a net when fishing from Worthing Pier or Shoreham Harbour when targeting Hounds. Once the sea
state eases some beaches could offer some good Hound fishing with venues such as East Preston, Selsey, Bracklesham all
liable to produce a few fish dependant on weed conditions. 
Some good-sized Undulate Rays have been caught from Shoreham Harbour west arm and the odd fish from Worthing Pier
and they do not seem to mind the coloured water and rougher seas. Beaches at Lancing, Shoreham, and Hove, if fishable
should produce Undulates with Selsey also liable to produce a few fish. 
Coloured water and rough seas meant occasional Dogfish, Bull Huss, small Congers, Silver Eels, and odd Pouting featured in
catches. As we get into August it would not be surprising to see a Codling caught locally.
Mackerel appeared from most venues at the start of last week until the water coloured up and they should reappear once
the sea flattens off and the clarity improves. Brighton Marina, Shoreham Harbour, and Worthing Pier should see fish make
an appearance towards the end of the week. Anglers targeting Mackerel at dawn and dusk are also catching Scad and
occasional Shad. A few Garfish are present and caught to lures or float fishing small mackerel strips as bait.  
As usual with summer fishing, venues such as Brighton Marina and Shoreham Harbour do seem to offer greater variety in
terms of species on offer and the nearby beaches can also see some similar good fishing, usually when the water is clear
and calm. Brighton Marina tends to close in bad weather with strong winds whereas Shoreham Harbour and Worthing Pier
can still fish well but even these venues can be forced to close if it is considered too dangerous.
It shouldn’t be long till a return of the summer species featuring regularly again in local catches. Most will appear with
improved water clarity and calmer seas. Black Bream of varying sizes have been widespread through out the region with
some better sized fish from Brighton, Shoreham and Selsey both during the day and in darkness. Tub Gurnards and a few

28 August 2023        
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Red Mullet are also figuring in catches from the beaches whilst Wrasse and Pollock could show from the Marina. Mullet
catches are still poor with Kingston beach seeing a few Golden Greys caught and the fish can sometimes be seen in shallow
water both from the shore and local rivers. 
It has not been ideal conditions for flatfish, but some Plaice, Flounders and Sole have shown from Shoreham, Hove, and
Brighton lately. Some decent sized Sole could be caught from Marina east arm to worm baits when the water is coloured
during the day. Worm baits account for majority of the flatties caught locally from the shore. 
Again, sizable Bass are showing locally with numerous fish to 5lb with the occasional bigger fish landed. Low tide fishing in
the surf has and will see some good fish caught especially from Brighton and Hove beaches. Brighton Marina can produce
very good catches of Bass in all conditions as can the nearby reef and caught at various states of tides depending on
conditions. Expect Shoreham west arm to see some fish caught with it fishing well recently. Schoolies tend to be caught on

worm baits whereas sizable fish are usually to baits such
as crab, squid etc. Live baiting works well using Smelt,
Mackerel, Squid, Prawns etc and usually accounts for the
bigger fish. Lure fishing will be worthwhile when
conditions and clarity improves.

Joe Taylor with his Specimen Smoothhound

Big Sussex Smoothhound 
A mile and half walk to a secluded spot on the outskirts of
East Sussex paid off for Joe Taylor when he landed this
specimen smoothhound. Getting to the location on the first
low tide, he chose to just chill out and observe the water and
take in the beautiful surroundings. After 16 hours, whilst
recasting his right hand rod, his left hand rod absolutely
ripped off. After chasing the rod way down the beach Joe had
a 15 minute battle on his hands before beaching this
beautiful smoothhound weighing in at a very impressive
15.4lb. 
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FISHING BAITS
PINIONS

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Saturday 9am until 5pm 

Sunday 10am until 4pm 

01622 718580

www.pinionsfishingbaits.co.uk 

WhatsApp us on

07808 645806

Check out our Instagram page

#pinionsfishingbaits

DELIVERY 
SERVICE

AVAILABLE

431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB 
(only 5 minutes from M20 Junction 5)  Ample FREE parking

Chart Hill Road  Chart Sutton  ME17 3EZ

www.charthilllakes.co.uk 

charthilllakesChart Hill Lakes

OPEN DAILY 7am to 7pm  (walk-ins welcome)
Night fishing available 7pm to 7am

These lovely family owned lakes just south of 
Maidstone are open all year for you to enjoy!
CLUB AND MATCH BOOKINGS WELCOME      

07398 571337

COARSE LAKE totals 5.5 acres SPECIMEN LAKE covers 1.4 acres

...   naturally inspiring...   naturally inspiring
Furnace BrookFurnace Brook

River-fed 5acre lake with a range 

of specimen fish including:

Tench (5lbs +)

Perch (3lbs +)

Roach & Rudd (2lbs +)

Bream

Barbel

Carp (up to 25lbs)  

furnacebrook.co.uk/fishing
01435 830 835                          enquiries@furnacebrook.co.uk
Trolliloes Lane, Trolliloes, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 4QR

Batsford Hollow
For group overnight stays

Facilities:

• 8 secluded & spacious 

swims

• Bespoke overnight shelters

• Catering facilities

• Showers

Main Lake
Day & overnight tickets

Facilities:

• 16 easy access, spacious & 

secluded swims

• Parking close to lake

• Catering facilities

• Showers

“A piece of 
angling heaven”

Furnace Brook CIC is a Certified  
Gold Standard Member of the 
UN’s Generation Restoration

Furnace Brook CIC is a Certified  
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01892 826041 / 07951 30451501892 826041 / 07951 304515 www.springhilltroutwaters.co.ukwww.springhilltroutwaters.co.uk

HAZEL COPSE
TROUT FISHERY
OPEN AS USUAL

Cooks Hill
Rudgwick

West Sussex RH12 3AF

Contact julie on 07591 373959 or 07849 061824

Tenterden Trout Waters
Tenterden, Kent

Tenterden Trout Waters is open for carp fishing on the fly until the 13 August on Lake 3 only (No baiting).
This is popular with Anglers so we have decided to trial it here for a month on the back of it being
requested. Live carp caught need to be placed into the large retainer baskets on the lakes,
in turn this helps with the carp cull which is done every year on this Lake.  See below for booking details.
Full Day 9am to 6pm £20 - Half Day 9am-2pm or 2pm-6pm £10. Restricted to 12 permits per day. Fishing Tuition and Shepherds Hut stays are
available throughout the Summer – booking via our website – Visit Tuition & Shepherds Hut. 
The Fishery will re-open for Trout Fishing on the 25 August for the Bank Holiday weekend. 
The Fishery Lodge is available for you to enjoy a tea/coffee with our compliments. We have great facilities with kitchen/dining/sofa, toilet and
lakeside balcony where you can relax. All this adds to a good fishing experience for friends and family at Tenterden.  
Booking Please call 01580 763201 or email gaynor@coombe-farm.com to book your fishing. We limit our numbers to 12 so there is plenty of space
for our Anglers. Fishing Report - visit our website www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk and click on News/Fishing Report. Please follow us on Instagram
and Facebook and visit our Gallery. Stay & Fish Our Shepherds Hut accommodation is open all year round for both Anglers who wish to stay and
fish and for other guests who just welcome a short break away in Kent. We have had some very positive reviews. We offer 20% off our trout fishing
permit prices if you stay in our Ghillies Hut. To discover more visit our ‘Shepherds Hut’ heading on our website and click on Availability and Bookings
which directs you to our Airbnb listing. Fishing Tuition is available. Discover more on the Tuition Page on our website. £50 for 1hr 30 mins. Please
enquire/book with Richard Stokes, our Instructor, direct email: richard@coombe-farm.com if you are interested in learning a new skill set this year. 
gift Vouchers - Fishing Permits, Tuition and Shepherds Hut staycations can be purchased by bank transfer, cheque or cash. We can email/send
them out for you. Our friendly, family run Fishery was established in 1975. We are in the Top 50 Stillwater Trout Fisheries in the British Isles
and a Trout Master Water. Our Farm/Fishery is also a unique Wedding Venue in July, August & early September. Discover more at
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk/wedding-venue. Tenterden Trout Waters is set in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which you can see
in the banner photo, in the Weald of Kent. A warm welcome awaits you this Summer.     Tight Lines – Gaynor, Richard & Audrey

TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS
Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road 

Tenterden, Kent TN30 6XA
We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport 

in beautiful Wealden Countryside.
Day Permit £42 = 4 best fish 

Half Day Permit £28 = 2 best fish 
Catch & Release & 

Junior Permits available. 
Regular stocking of top quality 

Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 12lbs
TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE 
TUITION BY APPOINTMENT
A TROUTMASTERS WATER

RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER 
FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH ISLES

Contact (01580) 763201 
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk
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A cunning plan
I’ve been relatively successful on the club lake, but I’ve
noticed my “red letter days” have occurred when its less
busy. If I’ve been lucky enough to have the water to
myself, or shared it with another angler, I can catch more
than one fish. Obviously the fish know when they’re being
fished for. When there are less anglers about, there are
less lines in the water, less noise on the bank and less
baited areas. So I try to arrive when the day anglers are
going home, typically I’ll turn up late afternoon and fish
til’ kicking off time. If it’s busy, I can usually catch a fish
quite quickly, but then struggle to catch another. I’ve tried
changing flies, scaling down my tackle, reducing the size
of my floaters, moving swims, but none of these things
have worked! 
The lake was closed during May, re-opening on June 16th.
This allowed the fish time to spawn, unmolested by anglers. The new season opened on a Friday, so I planned to avoid the first few days until the
rush was over. That all changed when I saw the weather forecast! The predicted heavy rain was due to arrive around two o’clock on the Sunday
afternoon. I’ve noticed how reluctant anglers are to fish in the rain, despite what non-anglers may think! So my cunning plan was to arrive at two
o’clock. I wasn’t surprised to see the lake almost empty, two anglers were hastily packing up as I arrived. Leaving all my tackle in the car I
grabbed my baiting pouch, filled will floaters, and a catapult. I took a quick look to see which swims were occupied, if any. The lake was almost
empty by now, just one angler huddled under his umbrella opposite my chosen swim, result! 
Scanning the water I could see several carp on the surface, out in open water. My chosen swim allowed me to cast without too much difficulty. I
feed a few pouches of pellets, far more than my usual “softly softly” approach. I was confident the fish would be up for a feed without the “angling
pressure” and they were! Almost immediately I had two maybe three carp feeding on my freebies. I almost ran back to the car, I was so excited
at what I’d seen. By the time I returned, the swim was alive with carp. With the fish competing for the remaining pellets, I was confident I was
going to catch a fish or two. Furthermore they were within easy casting distance, “game on”! By now it had started
raining heavily, I was prepared for this and quickly changed into my waterproofs. I was now ready for the action to
begin. More pellets were added to the diminishing few. I had to calm myself down and avoid chasing the fish I could
see. Casting directly at fish is a sure fire way of spooking them. 
The flies
My first choice flies were Fulling Mill’s Bonio and Disco patterns, these have been very successful for me over the past

few seasons. It’s important to be able to see your flies,
especially in poor light. It’s worth mentioning that the deer hair
Bonio pattern sits up high on the surface, so it’s easy to spot
amongst the freebies. The Disco sits much lower in the water,
and is often more successful for this reason, but is harder to
see. I’ve found by super-glueing a small disc of coloured foam
on top, makes it more visible.
The first few fish took the Bonio without hesitation, but it didn’t
take long before they started avoiding it. I switched to a Disco
next, and a few more fish succumbed before again becoming
wary. I was now getting too many refusals, so another change
was necessary. I tried smaller foam pellet imitations, including
my Cluster pattern, but these all failed. A radical change was

Trout Informer32 August 2023

Andy Lush - The Friendly FishermanALure Fishing
A fishy tale

I fish to a small club lake where I target carp on the fly. Floater fishing is a popular method used
here by many of the regulars. As night fishing is not allowed the lake attracts mainly pleasure
anglers like myself. Although boilies are used, heavy baiting is not a tactic that’s often employed.
As a consequence I regard the club lake as a ‘hungry water’, where carp readily feed off the
surface. When the lake is busy the fish are very wary, keeping their heads down, if they stay in the
margins. However, they usually head out into open water, often staying near the surface.   

The club lake

Paul Canning’s X-rig

Modified, Fulling Mill
Discos & Bonio
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needed so I switched to Paul Canning’s ‘X-rig’, this proved decisive and
saw me converting the final few offers into fish in the net. In my short
session I’d hooked ten carp and landed seven, the best being a 23lb
common. I finished tried, but very, very happy and very, very wet, as my
waterproofs, weren’t!
Another visit to the club lake
Conditions couldn’t have been more different on my next trip, bright blue
skies and brilliant sunshine. Again I arrived at two o’clock and took a slow
walk around, scoping out the water while chatting with the other anglers.
Nothing much had been caught during the day, the high barometric
pressure had the effect of lifting the carp towards the surface. They could
be seen mooching around in their favourite open water area. The light
breeze made my swim choice easy, I elected to fish with the wind off my
back. This would see my loose feed drifting slowly out from the margins
and hopefully attract the carp towards me. And so the waiting game
began. I pulted a dozen floaters out and started assembling the tackle,
landing net first, then rod and line, before finally tying on a FM Disco fly.
I now got into the rhythm of feeding half a dozen floaters every few
minutes. I was trying to create a “chum line”, hoping the carp would home in on it and follow up-wind to where I was waiting. Two hours later
and I’d only seen a couple of fish briefly appear in my swim, before hastily departing. I wasn’t overly concerned at this point as no one was
catching on the assorted methods being used. I’ve learnt from experience that “patience” is vital if you’re going to succeed at surface fishing. 
As the afternoon drifted into evening and anglers started leaving, the lake took on a tranquil atmosphere. Carp could be seen radiating out from
their safe zone. I spotted fish fifty yards closer now. I was on “tenterhooks” expecting fish to arrive in my swim at any moment. It didn’t take long
but they didn’t hang around, they just mopped up a few freebies and departed. They were still unsettled, I topped up my feed more regularly
now. I wanted to stop and hold the carp in the swim before starting to fish. By now everyone had gone, finally the carp were staying longer and
each time I scattered a few more baits they instantly re-appeared. “Game on”. I cast out and fed a few pellets around my fly in an effort to draw
them to it. Casting towards the fish is rarely successful, drawing the carp to your fly is far more effective, but takes a lot of willpower! 
I now had a frustrating half an hour, fish were inspecting my fly but were stopping short of it, shying off in alarm at the last moment! I downsized
to a black foam pellet fly. Silver fish, rudd were dimpling all over the surface in the swim, after I’d feed some 8mm floaters. Sometimes they
would drown the pellets, and my fly, which made it difficult to keep track of its whereabouts. As I scanned the surface I suddenly felt my line
tighten, I resisted striking as I’d not seen a take. The line was slowly being taken out into open water. I suspected a carp had swum into my
leader. This can happen when several fish are circulating in the baited area. It’s not unusual for the leader to catch under one of their fins. If you
strike, it usually results in a foul hooked fish, which you don’t want.  So I just let the fish swim off before steadily increasing the pressure, hoping
the hook would pull out. Unfortunately it didn’t, so I applied as much side strain as possible to coax the fish away from my swim. I “gave it the
butt” and the fight continued. I then noticed that the fish was responding as if it was hooked properly in the mouth. Maybe it wasn’t foul hooked
after-all! As it approached the net I could clearly see my fly nicked in its lip. What the f---? I could only image my fly had been drowned by a rudd,
and before it could re-surface the carp had taken it, this would explain why I hadn’t seen the take. I peered into the net and decided it was worth

weighing, I couldn’t believe my luck as the needle hovered on twenty
pounds, what a nice surprise! 

It took another twenty minutes feeding before the fish began to re-visit
my swim. After a while I noticed every time I introduced more pellets, carp
would instantly re-appear. I suspected they were staying in the swim, but
holding just deep enough that I couldn’t see them. To see if this was in
fact happening, I made several casts without feeding, making my fly plop
on the surface. Suddenly, a plump mid-double figure mirror shot up and
snaffled my fly! The disturbance put an end to any further action, so I
reluctantly packed up, with a huge smile on my face.

33August 2023Trout Informer

Worth getting wet for this beauty

The chunky mirror wasn’t foul hooked after all

Til’ next month, tight lines, Andy Lush

GUIDED LURE & 
FLY FISHING DAYS
WITH ANDY LUSH

Andy offers a guiding service 
for those who want to learn 
more about ‘Lure Fishing’ 

and ‘Fly Fishing’

LURE FISHING  Fish a variety of reservoirs for Pike, Perch and 
Zander. These days are suitable for beginners and improvers who 
wish to ‘fast track’ their way to success.  Learn more about lure 
fishing, the use of boats and fish finders, or just have a FUN day with 
an experienced Predator angler.   

FLY FISHING  One of Andy’s favourite methods, Trout, Carp or Pike 
can be targeted.   

TROUT  Reservoirs or smaller stillwaters in the South East. These days 
are suitable for beginners or improvers who wish to learn ‘how to 
catch more fish’, or just have a FUN day with an experienced fly 
fisherman.  

CARP & PIKE  More anglers are looking to find exciting ways of 
catching their favourite fish. Carp off the top during the summer 
takes a lot of beating. Pike in the spring and autumn, whatever 
their size they are a lot of FUN on the fly! 

TO BOOK A DAY email: info@thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk with your 
contact phone number and Andy will call you back and discuss 
details.
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GLYN SWIFT CHARITY MATCH RESULT

Supporting Pilgrims Hospices
River Rother, Great Knelle

The 2023 Event was the 7th Glyn Swift Charity Open and
continues to be a nice opportunity for the Tenterden Club

to remember a popular Committee Member – much
appreciated for his contribution, including his regular

maintenance at Allington Lake. 

Opening times: 
Mon-Fri: 8.00am to 5.30pm 
Sat: 8.00am to 12.30pm 

Sunday: Closed    Bank Holiday: Closed
check out our Facebook and Instagram 
for the latest news and competitions! 

01444 247757

Cuckfield Road 
BURGESS HILL  RH15 8RE

Cuckfield Road 

Colin Sutton with a
good‐sized bream caught

on feeder tactics

Glyn Swift’s family pictured with Tenterden Angling
Committee Member Steve Pugh who has worked

hard to champion this event and raise over £2,000
so far for Pilgrims Hospices.

WINNER
Stephen Ryan
 11lbs 12ozs 

Also great that we’re able to support the very
worthy cause Pilgrims Hospices.

Thanks to Invicta Tackle, Wickes, Waitrose and
Tesco for adding to the Raffle Prizes.

Winner on the day ‐ Stephen Ryan with 11lbs 12ozs

John Ripley
with a bonus tench 
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Mick Battell Memorial Fishing Day
–  in aid of The Pickering Drop‐in Centre, Tunbridge Wells

SPONSORED BY
THE FRAMING CENTRE,

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
AND 

MEDWAY TACKLE,
TONBRIDGE

I’d like to take the opportunity to thank all that took part and all
those that supported us in our raffles with prizes and buying lots of

raffle tickets. Special thanks to the girls, Tracey, Dawn, Pam and
Sue for the lovely food. Thanks to Andy and Sue at the Royal Oak,
Shipbourne Road for the great evening afterwards and thanks to

Monk Lakes and the Cafe for the breakfast.

A very tough day with conditions challenging to say the least.
Lots of cracking fish caught and a very close contest in the end.

We raised over £1,100 for the 
PICKERING CANCER DROP‐IN‐CENTRE, Tunbridge Wells.

1st         Rod Craft/Chris Green                                     136 points          
2nd         Austin Battell/Graham Fisk                              134 points        
3rd         Jamie Theobald/Chris Stokes                          121 points           
4th         Dave Roberts/Kev Hickey                                114 points           
5th         Melissa Fordham/Martyn Hill                         111 points           
6th         Russell Battell/Tony Balcombe                        106 points           
7th         Jon Smith/Russell Scott                                    93 points           
8th         Gareth Stokes/Neal Rogers                             92 points           
9th         Duncan Battell/Nick Dann                               91 points           
10th       Andy Bungay/Roger Fermor                            76 points
11th       Jason Craven/Mark Roe                                   70 points

ell Memorial Fishing Day

Match Informer
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SECTION 1 Tony Balcombe 57 pts

SECTION 2 Dave Roberts     55 pts

SECTION 3 Martyn Hill         75 pts

SECTION 4 Russell Scott     63 pts

INDIVIDUAL POINTS WINNER

Austin Battell                           85 pts

INDIVIDUAL BULKWEIGHT WINNER

Austin Battell                          54lbs 10ozs

INDIVIDUAL SILVERS WINNER

Rod Craft                                 17lbs  8ozs

INDIVIDUAL CARP BULKWEIGHT

Gareth Stokes                         43lbs  8ozs

JOINT BULKWEIGHT WINNERS

Austin Battell                          89lbs

Graham Fisk

JOINT SILVERS WINNERS

Chris Green                             31lbs 12ozs

Rod Craft

BEST CARP Austin Battell  20lbs

BEST ROACH Russell Battell         6ozs

BEST BREAM Austin Battell   2lbs  4ozs

BEST TENCH Martyn Hill      1lb 10ozs

Andys Mob

1   Brian Rowden         150lbs

2   Gary Church            118lbs

3   Mark Brett               107lbs

4   Andy Webb             99lbs 8ozs

Puddle Truckers

1   Jamie Highland       94lbs 7ozs

2   Peter Norrington    83lbs 2ozs

3   Dennis Hatch          58lb 5ozs

Match Informer

HYTHE JUNIOR
OPEN MATCH

 The Junior Open
Competition recently took

place on the
Ladies Walk section of the

Hythe Canal, held
by Cinque Ports

Angling Club.

This competition is held
every year and all

competitors go home
with prizes. On a warm

windless day the ten
anglers all caught fish
and the winner was

Debbie Davis (pictured
left with her trophy) with

a tench and silvers for
3lbs 12ozs, second spot
was Ollie Kendall with

silvers for 3lbs 9ozs and
third spot was Alfie Jones

with 1lb 7ozs.

HAWKHURST FISH FARM Match Results:
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Warren White

07837 758923
www.coachingcoarsefishing.co.uk

020 7840 9212
www.countryside-alliance.org/the-foundation/fishingforschools/

07956 043922

Henfold 
Bait & Tackle

SCOTTIES Fishing Tackle
25 Southwick Square
Southwick BN42 4FP

01273 592903

u

Please like and follow us
on FB & Instagram

@thelittleshedofdesigns  

Beau Howell - 17lbs 4ozs Catfish - Darenth Complex Christian Davis - 18lbs 3ozs Common Carp - Mousehole Sid - 16lbs 2ozs Catfish - Darenth Complex

Daniel Easton - 20lbs Mirror Carp - Pittlands Lakes Alfie - 8lbs Common Carp - Gabriels Fishery Bruce Bolton - 16lbs Common Carp PB - Wylands

Alex - 20lbs Common Carp - Gabriels Fishery Tommy on OakTommy - 26lbs PB Common Carp - Gabriels Fishery

Albie Ryan with a brace of Mirror Carp Luca - 24lbs Common PB - Gabriels Fishery Charley Milton - 18lbs 9ozs Zip Linear - Hartleylands Harrington Blowers - 12lbs 10ozs PB - Orchard Lakes
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HENFOLD BAIT & TACKLE Henfold Lakes, Henfold Lane, Newdigate RH5 4RW

TACKLE HIRE AND TUITION AVAILABLE 07956 043922 

A message from Charles Jardine

Our initiative needs you...
Every now and again, as director of Fishing for Schools, I am in the happy
dilemma  of needing help. Especially help to maintain and increase our fabulous
success in Kent and beyond. In fact, the very initiative that has been championed
by this rather amazing journal and whose coaches in Kent embrace everything one
would wish for: Professionalism, knowledge, care – not just for the students, but the sport and the
surroundings; these wonderful people have driven the initiative with such enthusiasm, that it has been
humbling; ably aided by the amazing generosity and support of the Tackle Box; Kent – indeed the South
East has been our stand out star performer taking our brand of Angling education to places and people
that were once only in our imagination. 

But we need more... More coaches... So we are recruiting...
 And here we go… if you think you would like to join us and...

We are interested to hear from coaches from all aspects of angling and all geographical areas,
and are particularly interested  in Kent and the South East.  If you fall outside of these
geographical areas please do still get in touch.

So if… 
You are a level 2 licenced angling coach. Are you passionate about fishing as well as working
with and coaching youngsters?  We are looking to expand our coaching network. 

Key responsibilities:
Delivery of Fishing for Schools courses to a variety of schools and settings.
Attend preliminary visits with schools to work out a set of educational outcomes, based on a set of
criteria that meets the schools needs and work within a given and agreed timetable.
Agree deliverable aims and objectives in keeping with the students age and perceived ability.
Follow up with schools and settings to complete evaluations and feedback from school staff and
children/young people and submit in a timely manner to head office.

Person Specification:
Must hold a current Angling Trust Level 2 coaching accreditation.
A confident, warm and welcoming manner with natural authority. Alert and adaptable.
Passionate about fishing and the countryside as well as environmental issues.
Skilled at helping children of all backgrounds and abilities to succeed and able to manage difficult
situations with challenging young people.

Applications close on Friday 15th September 2023. To apply for this position,

please contact us with your details at fishing@ca‐foundation.org
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by instructor Warren White
 D.D.A.P.S Youth Fishing Day 
On the 9th of July at Horton Kirby lakes, D.D.A.P.S (Dartford and District Angling and Preservation society) had their annual Youth
fishing fun day.  This event is always popular with local families
and as normal had a massive turnout with over 300 juniors. I
was part of the coaching team who worked with the young
people. The main aim is teaching the basics, using a whip and
maggot, which is a good way to teach young people. The Whip
is a great way to start, a type of telescopic pole that cuts out
the tangles that you can get with rods and reels when you first
start fishing.  I normally also stick out a feeder rod along the
margins, for the more experienced youngsters, which is
normally quite successful.
When I arrived at my swim early in the morning I had a quick
fish with the whip and caught on the bottom and up in the
water, but this year, once the coaching got underway and as the
session went on, the whip fishing was not easy and I had not
had a touch on the feeder.  In the lunch break I spoke to

another coach who was
experiencing the same as
me.  Sometimes at these
big events with all the
people walking around the lakes, and the added
vibration on the ground, the fish can move away from
the bank. After the break I  decided to try something
different, the waggler came out of my holdall,
thinking that we would stand more chance of catching
further out in the lake, although it would mean using
a rod and reel which would be harder for the juniors
to use. We also went out further with the feeder rod
towards the edge of some Lily pads that I guessed
would be a good attraction for fish. The plan seemed
to work, because in the afternoon session the fishing
got better on the waggler with the juniors catching
some nice silver fish, and on the feeder the Carp were
now coming on a regular basis. Which brought a big
smile to the youngsters faces.
On the day it was nice to see so many families out
fishing and really enjoying themselves.

A big thanks to the D.D.A.P.S club for all their hard work for making the event
happen and to The tackle box, Dartford for their hard work and for sponsoring the
event, and also the support of the Kent Police.

 Ralph - carpm

 Violet - carpm

 Jim - carpm

 Jim - roachm

 Harley - carpm

fwi 314 August 2023 - 48pp.qxp_Layout 1  21/07/2023  10:37  Page 40



41 August 2023       Junior Informer

 Rowhill School 
I have been working at Rowhill school, Longfield, Special educational school for over 14 years, on Mondays and Thursdays throughout Term
time. We have two groups of students that do an angling qualification, this is a mixture of Fishing education and practical fishing. On the
course, fishing on lakes and rivers throughout the year, we have some interesting sessions.
Recently one of my students, Johnie who is a real keen angler, to the extent that I have given him the nickname of The Heron. As when he
fishes for carp, surface fishing, he will stand up in the same spot for up to 3 hours, in pursuit of a fish. A few weeks ago he was fishing his
normal swim at grove Farm, Hadlow college, and the fishing was tough, not only was the resident geese, playing up by eating all his free
offerings meant for the fish, but also he had a few hook pulls when eventually hooking a fish.
Its unusual to see him move from his normal spot, but in this instance it was time for him to try something different, he went to my car picked
up a light spinning rod, went into the next swim where a couple of my other students were whip fishing for silver fish. It wasn’t long before a
shout went up for, “fish on”, and a more excited shout then normal , as John realized it was a big perch on. Although you want to take your
time and play the fish, when you have a specimen on and you get a sight of it, there is always an extra haste to get the fish on the bank
because you don’t want to lose it. But today the luck was on John’s side because not only did he land the fish, which went 3lb 4 oz, on the
scales, but on the next cast he hooked and landed another good Perch that must of been getting on to three pounds (we never weighed this
one).  A special fishing achievement for John and one he wont forget.
It is getting to that time of the year with the school summer holidays approaching, where some of my fishing students at Rowhill school, have
finished their exams and will be leaving school. This is always a sad time for me because we have known these students over a number of
years, for most of them have come through the Fishing for schools programme which is where the students get to try fishing and get their
interest for fishing. Then as time goes on they get the option to do a two year Angling qualification, which is always very popular at the school.
On a positive note when our fishing students leave school we have a record number of new students who want to take their place on the
fishing course. We have students who come on our Fishing courses for different reasons, for some they want to become better anglers. We
have one lad who came on the course because he wants to be a gardener when he leaves school and the fishing course was the nearest thing
to gardening as we do plant control and planting at a fishery as part of the fishery course. We also get students that love Fishing and want to
work in the fishing industry when they leave school. It is handy that we have a strong link to Hadlow college, and get to use the college
fishery, Grove Farm. Then when the students leave school there is an opportunity for them to go onto the college to do a fisheries course. 
Terry has been with us for two years on the fishing course where he has gained angling qualifications in BTEC and AQA. He has finished his
exams and officially left school,  but has chosen to come back to the last few sessions of term because he really enjoys the fishing sessions.
As a leaving present we presented Terry with a pair of drum sticks as he is a keen musician, who plays the guitar and drums, and after the
summer break he is going on to college to study music. Terry is from Dartford, you never know we might have another future Mick Jagger.
Terry like all our other students leaving school, will be missed.
In whatever field our students go when they leave school we like to think that our fishing courses have been something of enjoyment and have
kept the students grounded throughout their schooling which will stand them in good stead for the future. Hopefully they will continue with
fishing as a hobby.

FiSHing FoR ScHoolS - MARATHon cASTing cHAllenge
Congratulations to Charles Jardine and Peter Cockwill who completed the Marathon casting challenge, casting the
equivalent distance of a London marathon.

 Words from charles Jardine 
Ten hours, 1989, 24c-26c, 26.2 …might not mean much to you.
To Pete Cockwill and I, the stark figures represent our exhausting
feat at Syon Park a few weeks ago; and of blisters, sunburn,
aching muscles, and vows of never doing anything so flippin’ daft
ever again… But we did it. Pete and I cast with fly rods the
equivalent distance of a London Marathon. 
Thanks to your phenomenal support, we raised a healthy £3.5K in
the process to assist in the delivery of our wonderful Fishing for
Schools programme. I still maintain it was Pete’s idea but both of
us have vowed never to do it again… ever!  Of course this will not
be the end of my fundraising bouts of madness; next year I plan
to finish on an absolute high. I think at the age of 71 I have
probably done my bit but there is sufficient fuel for one last push
and there will be an event at the end which you can actually share
with me… if you are VERY quick. Details on this to follow soon.
For now, I am going to rest my weary bones a little and celebrate
by going fishing. Which brings me to the depth of genius and
expertise we have in Fishing for Schools.

 Terry has many talents, including music...m

 John with a specimen perch m...as well as fishing - good luck Terry 

Charles Jardine (green vest top), Peter Cockwill (pale yellow shirt) and
their supporting Team.
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Chris Brown
Products

   
  
   

Technical Enquiries:
E: chrisofoaks@gmail.com
T: (01892) 723670  

  32” Tench
36” Carp Stalker

42” & 50” Carp Nets
  60“ & 72“ Cat Nets   

  Phil Andrews
Set Up  

Designed & manufactured 
in the UK...
Chris Brown manufactures
a wide range of specialist
big fish tackle 
Visit our online shop now!
www.cbproducts.co.uk

Many hands make
light work    

Big catfish are renowned for fighting
hard, so when Jake Hesmer and his
friend george visited Cackle Hill
Fishery they hit on the idea of team
fishing to improve their chances of
landing a monster. On their first
night the tactic paid off with a fish of
55lbs gracing the mat but it was the
following day that it really proved its
worth when the pair landed this
leviathan of 72lbs. 

Ron Davis - Quarry Lake Rob Pizzy - Specimen Lake

Fishery Reports
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SANDWICH LAKES Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA 
email: enquiries@sandwichlakes.co.uk

Sandwich Lakes is a delightful day ticket fishery in East Kent 
situated near to the Royal Cinque Port town of Sandwich.  

Set in a beautiful countryside location, the venue caters for all 
anglers from the specialist carp angler to beginners.

Our unrivalled facilities include: 
A waterside cafe serving hot and cold food and drinks 

Ladies and gents toilets • Plenty of free parking 
On site tackle shop for bait and tackle • Rod hire 

We can offer our visitors six coarse fishing lakes containing a variety 
of fish from silver fish to specimen carp. Matches and fishing lessons 

can be arranged by contacting our Fishery Manager Kevin Killeen. 

The lakes:
VICTORY LAKE a specimen water of two acres with interesting 
island features and lily pads in the margins. Stocked with commons 
and mirrors to 35lbs along with ghost carp, tench, roach, rudd and 
specimen perch. Night fishing by prior booking available. 
KINGFISHER LAKE this pond is 0.6 acres in size and is heavily stocked with commons and mirrors to 
12lbs and is ideal for bagging up! All eight swims are wheelchair friendly with excellent access direct  
from the car park. A bridge from Kingfisher allows easy access to Victory Lake. 

MATCH LAKES - DAMSON AND VICTORIA one acre in size, each of these lakes are designed for the match angler 
having shallow margins with reeds for summer fishing and a deep drop off for light feeder work and winter fishing.  
They are stocked with a great variety of fish including carp to 16lbs and we believe these are the most uniquely designed 
match lakes in Kent! 
MEADOW LAKE one acre in size with eight marked pegs and traditional grass bank fishing, Meadow is stocked with 
scaley mirrors and commons to 14 lbs. This lake also holds large perch and roach so you will be sure to catch! 
BERRY LAKE is one acre in size and stocked with 3000 F1s, commons, mirrors, roach, rudd, perch and some large bream. 
Float and pellet tactics work well on this lake. IN the summer months, surface sport with mixers produces huge bags of fish. 

Day Ticket Prices: 
1 rod - £8      2 rods - £10      Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) - £25      Under 16s - £7      Sundowner (3pm to 7pm) - £7 

Rod hire (includes seat hire & landing net) - £6    Night fishing (by prior arrangement) 24 hours - £25  48 hours - £50

Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2023

Tel: 07936 409912

Victory Lake

Berry Lake

Damson 
Match Lake

Meadow Lake

www.sandwichlakes.co.uk 

Holidays at Sandwich Lakes
All bookings 
  

on Sandwich Lakes
We also have a CL site for Caravan 

& Motorhome Club members

30 touring pitches with 16 amp EHU, toilet and 
shower block with disabled wetroom.

Caravans and Motorhome pitches 
Caravan Club Site - £20 

Main site PITCHUP from £24 
Pitch fees include EHU & showers!
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Medway ManMedway Man
Bob Morris

I would certainly not qualify as a Carp man these days and would not profess to be one, but I hold those old days with great affection and
still support the main principles/guidelines that were discussed and laid down at these meetings - along with respect for those most involved.

For this reason, I was extremely happy to once again attend the
Carp Society’s main event of the year, the open day up at the CS
HQ - Horseshoe Lake at Lechlade in the Cotswolds. I went up with
my good friend Paul Jones, another long-standing friend and carp
fishing pal of old.  After an arduous dive we eventually checked in
at about 3pm on Friday afternoon. We stayed for two nights over
the weekend at a nice pub/hotel in the village along with CS
chairman Derek Stritton, Carp Society CEO and ‘Originator’ Tim
Paisley and several other members of the CS team. A great time
was had by all, and I really enjoyed many of the old stories about
fish and folk from the past and tales of the ongoing saga of running
the society and keeping it on track. The do itself on the Saturday
was a success with probably at least 300 anglers attending despite
the initial rain that persisted for a couple of hours. Various
celebrities were fishing
around the lake and as well

as tackle stands and casting tuition the large marque outside the main lodge hosted talks by well
known Carp anglers such as Terry Hearn and Richie Macdonald. Yet again I failed to get to walk
around the lake but from what I see of it I really like it and may well get onto having a session
up there soon. I suppose that it being the Car Society Lake, I might have to fish for Carp?
Having said that I understand that it is also a very good tench water, so this may be a bit of a
dilemma. During the day we spent most time on the Carp Society stand and I managed to sell
some books as well as signing many others and it was also great to see Pete Curtiss in action
doing his marvellous illustrations to order on the stand. I think that it is fair to say that we will

be booking in for next years event
as soon as we are able.  Talking of
books, we were also able to pick up
a couple of copies of Tim’s latest
book ‘A Carp Memoir’ and I am
really looking forward to getting
stuck into this substantial tome for
a read.
On the fishing front, I am still
pestering the Tench and have had some
excellent sessions on several waters while a couple of the harder ones are
still proving to be bit of a problem. Overall, however I am pleased with the way
it is going and I think that it is starting to compare favourably with last
seasons results. Float fishing has, as usual, been the most enjoyable although
sometimes very tiring, because of the concentration required but I have on
occasions used two rods on the feeders, for no other reason that I just wanted
to spend more time watching the local wildlife. Experimenting with different
patterns of floats and feeders has been an additional element of interest and I
will report on any conclusions later. Observations on the bird and animal front
have been quite spectacular of late. On one occasion I was watching a grass
snake at quite close range and just reaching for my phone for a picture when a
Kingfisher landed with a plonk on my rod. As you can imagine I ended up with
no picture of either but what an opportunity - one of these days!!!

Another nice Tench 

Two feeder rods on the go

the initial rain that persisted for a couple of hours. Various

stuck into this substantial tome for

pestering the Tench and have had some
excellent sessions on several waters while a couple of the harder ones are

Best Fishes & Events - Bob Morris

I would certainly not qualify as a Carp man these days and would not profess to be one, but I hold those old days with great afI would certainly not qualify as a Carp man these days and would not profess to be one, but I hold those old days with great affection andfection andI would certainly not qualify as a Carp man these days and would not profess to be one, but I hold those old days with great affection andI would certainly not qualify as a Carp man these days and would not profess to be one, but I hold those old days with great afI would certainly not qualify as a Carp man these days and would not profess to be one, but I hold those old days with great affection andI would certainly not qualify as a Carp man these days and would not profess to be one, but I hold those old days with great af
still support the main principles/guidelines that were discussed and laid down at these meetings - along with respect for those most involved.

Although I do very little actual carp fishing these days, I still catch plenty of them
when after other species and often look back fondly on past times when I used
to spend a substantial amount (possibly too much) of my angling time in pursuit

of them, both here and abroad. I also remember the early days of the Carp society and
how we spent much time meeting with like minded anglers up and down the country in
order to start this organisation off on its way to initial birth.
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Unit 2, Coopers Lane, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3ZD
www.canterburyboilerspares.co.uk

I am sure that you will all have noticed the national outrage about the disgraceful activities of our privately owned water
companies.  I recently heard that the foreign owners of Southern Water are in fact the same former owners of Thames Water.
Apparently, it was sold off a few years back amid debts and criticism but somehow the same mob were then allowed to purchase
SW and I think that we can all see the result. While foreign investors and CEO’s get fat and rich by what basically amounts to
asset stripping, ‘we’ must put up with the ongoing pollution of our rivers and coastal waters from millions of gallons of untreated
sewage. It seems that the powers that be are unable to do anything concrete about this – for a variety of reasons. Why we would
ever let companies from abroad get control of our crucial utilities is
totally beyond my comprehension. It is probably now even ‘way

beyond’ the unacceptable face of capitalism.
As I have said before, our local RTWAS club committee (of which I am a member) have been
doing our bit in the war on pollution. Amongst other initiatives recently we have met with

Tunbridge Wells MP Greg Clarke to explain
the situation regarding the pollution
emanating from the south TW water
treatment works on the Medway tributary -
the river Grom. Samples were taken at this
meeting on site and found to be in excess of
the permitted levels of various pollutants.
I won’t go into specific details here but
suffice to say we have experienced people
working on this and have amassed plenty of
evidence and I am sure that Mr Clarke will be on side with us from now on.
There is so much more to say on this issue about bad practice both locally and nationally but without taking
up more of the mag I will have to restrict it.  Just on a final note about environmental issues. I must just tell
you about a recent comment from someone who said that I was always moaning about something. I said
yes, it is most enjoyable. He then replied, “there’s more to the world than you and your bloody wildlife you
know”!!! He would probably say the same thing to David Attenborough. Bob M

 Piscatorial Politics 

Fishery Scientist Bernice Brewster with Greg Clarke MP
and RTWAS Officials on the Medway

Greg Clarke MP and RTWAS's Ian Tucker
on the Medway testing site
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  Coarse Fisheries
Beaver Farm Fishery Eastbourne Road
Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL                01342 324006 / 07710 656041
charlies lakes
Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH                      07857 539785
chart Hill lakes
Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ                             07398 571337
chequertree Trout and coarse Fishery
Bethersden, Near Ashford TN26 3JR                                  01233 820078
coombewood Fishery
Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH        07895 679569
elphicks Fisheries
Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL                         01580 212512
eureka Fishery
Nicholas Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4AG           07597 879621
Furnace Brook Fishery and Fish Farm
Trolliloes, Cowbeech, near Hailsham BN27 4QR 01435 830835

gabriels Fishery
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP                             07730 066088
greenacres Farm Fishery
Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH 07933 934942
Hawkhurst Fish Farm
Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT                                  01580 753813
Horam Manor Fishery
Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB   01323 840889 / 07707 759364
Horsmonden lakes
Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ                           01892 838576
iden Wood Fishery
Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT   01797 280180 / 07906 232225
Knightingales Fishery
Stone–In–Oxney, Near Tenterden TN30 7HA                       07941 176205
Mousehole lakes Maidstone Road
Nettlestead, Near Paddock Wood ME18 5HR 07725 783405
orchard Place Farm Fishery
Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY                  01892 838576
Pittlands lakes
Churn Lane, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood TN12 8HL 07716 065900
Sandwich lakes coarse Fishery
Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA        07936 409912
Shirkoak Fishery
Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 07973 410973
The lakes at Beachborough Beachborough Park
Newington, Near Folkestone CT18 8BW                              07469 809877
Tricklebrook Fishery
Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH 07743 955812
Willows Angling centre
Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham ME9 9BU                         01795 520887
Wylands Farm
Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU               01424 893394

 Trout Fisheries
Brick Farm lakes Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS 01323 832615
cinder Hill Fly Fishing Membership available from:
Email: r.nathan@btinternet.com                                   01892 770903
coltsford Mill Trout Fishery & Fly Tackle Shop
Mill Lane, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG         01883 715666 / 07798 605867
Spring Hill Trout Waters
Albans Farm, Romford Road, Pembury TN2 4BB                 07951 304515
Tenterden Trout Waters Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden
TN30 6XA      www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk          01580 763201  

 Tackle & Bait Supplies
Absolute Tackle 12 Wealden Forest Park
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ               01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Anglers Den
6 North Road, Pevensey Bay BN24 6AY                              01323 460441
Angling Specialist (ASH)
29 Queen Street, Horsham RH13 5AA                                01403 264644
A.R. Tackle
8 Castle Street, Hastings TN34 3DY                                   01424 422094
Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse Unit T
Rich Industrial Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU          01273 933050
Best Buddies
28 Martello Drive, Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6PH         01303 487144
Bodle Angling
Cuckfield Road, Burgess Hill RH15 8RE                               01444 247757
camos carp cabin
11 Turner Street, Ramsgate CT11 8NJ                               01843 581784
chris Brown Products                                                   01892 723670
email: chrisofoaks@gmail.com                         www.cbproducts.co.uk
Dens Tackle
73 Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6JN                                01303 267053
eastbourne Aquarium & Reptile centre
19-21 Seaside, Eastbourne BN21 3PP                                01323 730635
gabriels Fishery Tackle Shop
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP                             07730 066088
Henfold Bait & Tackle Henfold lakes
Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW                      07956 043922
Jack Frost
Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7HB                 01293 521186
Kent Angling centre
44, Seal Road, Sevenoaks TN14 5AR                                 01732 905088
Medway Tackle Supplies
11 Twydall Green, Gillingham ME8 6JY                               01634 475260
MFc outdoor Store
9 Station Road, Hailsham BN27 2BE                                  01323 846883
nJ Tackle
150 Milton Road, Gravesend DA12 2RG                              01474 353998
orchard Tackle
58 High Brooms Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9DB        07494 670328
Pinions Baits
431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB                   01622 718580
Polegate Angling centre
Unit 7, Birch Industrial Estate, Eastbourne BN23 6PH          01323 486379
Romney Angling
59, High Street, New Romney TN28 8AH                            01797 362889
Sheppey Angling, Unit 5, Regis Business Park
New Road, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1HA                               01795 661089
South london Angling centre
286 Lee High Road, London SE13 5PJ                               0208 852 4451
Sussex Bait Developments
Falkenvil Fishery, Saltmarsh Lane, Hailsham BN27 2RJ        07971 303949
The Tackle Box
251 Watling Street, Dartford DA2 6EG                               01322 292400
Trade in Tackle Maidstone Road
Wateringbury ME18 5EH                        01622 814296 / 07941 085011

 Angling Clubs & Societies
Bromley (Kent) & District AS PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND       
                                          Email: bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk
cinder Hill Fly Fishing                                                    01892 770903
                   Membership available from email: r.nathan@btinternet.com 
Hastings Bexhill & District
Postal enquiries to S.Corke, 2, The Sidings, Bexhill On Sea TN40 1RF
                       Chris Pagan 07429 655237 / Steve Potter 07935 268174
linton Angling Society    Jason Tuckey on 07983 569220

                              or email lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

Tonbridge & District A & FPS
PO Box 131, Tonbridge TN11 8WB                          Martyn 07802 248861
Wantsum Angling Association  01227 678063

or contact via website www.wantsumaa.co.uk
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Mousehole 
Lakes

NINE ACRES - THREE LAKES

BAILIFF ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
FOR UNLOADING YOUR EQUIPMENT  

TO YOUR SWIM

Maidstone Road  |  Nettlestead  |  Maidstone  |  Kent  |  ME18 5HR 

07725 783405  

www.mouseholelakes.co.uk    

Kestrel Lake

Swift Lake
Swift 
Lake

KESTREL LAKE up to 3 Rods 
Day Ticket : £25 

24 hours : £40 

36 hours : £55 

48 hours : £70 

60 hours : £85 

72 hours : £100 

84 hours : £115 

96 hours : £130

5 days : £145        6 days : £160        7 days : £175 

Exclusive Hire up to 6 anglers for 48 hours : £450

KINGFISHER LAKE up to 3 Rods 

SWIFT LAKE (Match/Pleasure) up to 2 Rods   
Day Ticket : £10

Day Ticket : £20 

24 hours : £35 

36 hours : £50 

48 hours : £65 

60 hours : £80 

72 hours : £95 

84 hours : £110 

96 hours : £125

5 days : £140        6 days : £155        7 days : £170 

Exclusive Hire up to 15 anglers for 48 hours : £1,000

Mousehole 

Bait & Tackle
is open 7 days a week for all 

your needs. Contact Joanne 

on 07725 783405 for any  

bait and tackle enquiries.

© NEW CAFE OPEN ©

Kingfisher 
Lake

TOILET & 
SHOWER BLOCK WITH 
DISABLED FACILITIES

FREE shower for overnight 
& 48hr plus sessions
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