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QAC A 13 FISHING LAKES in the KENT COUNTRYSIDE _
\ Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6NY

natural heauty of the Kent countryside, located just outside of the picturesque town of Paddock Wood, and only
8 miles from Maidstone. The fishery hoasts 13 lakes - 10 carp and catfish lakes and 3 match/pleasure lakes.

FULLY FUNCTIONING LAKE 13 - CARP & CATFISH WATER
SPECIMEN : . : MATCHy
LAKES Many swims have disabled access e All-weather pathways leading all PLEASURE
DAY TICKETS around the lakes and up to each individual swim e Purpose-built toilets LAKES

ABLE : : : DAY Tick
g\iﬁ‘; £30 located in the main car park (with hot shower) e Between Lake 3 and Lake 4 2RODS | EL;S

48HR - £55 (toilet and sink block only) e Block constructed by Lake 7 also contains a cowcess.oNS

(additional charge

for 3rd rod) microwave, fridge and washing up facilities. TROD - g8

FOOD IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FROM MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER

www.orchardplacefarmfishing.co.uk

Tackle/bait/shop situated in the main car park,
stocking all top bait brands including
worms maggots etc. Everything you need at

VERY competitive prices. - _E% -_i
NEW TO ORCHARD PLACE FARM!
ONDEN FISHING LAKES

i

Two beautiful lakes set in mature,
peaceful Kent countryside in an Area
ofOutstanging Natural Beauty (aonB)

Top Lake | —

e R ——
Carp _Catﬂsh to 8553 Top Lake has five swims, Bottom Lake
to 38Ibs has six and both can be fished on a

Bottom Lake : day ticket or lake exclusive booking
Catfish to 75Ibs

Anglers’ mess on site with fresh
running water, wash basin and toilet

Horsmonden Flshmg Lakes, Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8B0
All enguiries and hookings to Orchard Place Farm Fishery on 01892 838576
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Hello and welcome to the March edition of the Freshwater Informer

As we step into March, we can finally start looking forward to longer days and hopefully some milder
weather. The winter months have certainly tested our patience, with cold and damp conditions making
time on the bank a challenge. But with spring on the horizon, we can all begin to shake off the winter
blues and get back to enjoying our time by the water.

Behind the scenes, there have been a lot of changes within the magazine. Despite these adjustments,
I’ve managed to pull together a complete issue from start to finish, updating a few areas while maintaining
the familiar feel you’ve come to expect from Freshwater Informer.

This month, Russ Evens takes a wintery visit to Winwhistle Fishery, giving us an insightful look at his
experience staying in one of their shepherd’s huts. He shares what it’s like to be on the bank in colder
conditions while also enjoying the venue’s evening entertainment.

Andy Lush continues his fishing adventures, this time heading abroad and landing some impressive
captures along the way. His journey is sure to inspire those looking to expand their own angling horizons.

With the show season coming to an end, James and | have been attending various events, making
valuable connections with both the trade and fellow anglers. We’ve had a fantastic time meeting like-
minded people, and these experiences have sparked new ideas for the magazine.

Keep an eye out for some exciting features in the coming months as we
work to expand our content and bring our digital media up to date—all
while continuing to provide the physical copy you love.

As always, we love featuring your captures, so don’t forget to send in
your best shots to info@freshwaterinformer.com.

L0 Tight lines, and here’s to a great start to spring!

Have a great month, The FWITeam.
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Fishery Reports

Beaver
Fishery

Hello all, well what can
we say about the fishery
since the last report. We
have been battling the
weather once again but
this time we have had a
mix of strong winds, snow
and freezing
temperatures. The strong
winds that came in
caused Ben and | some
extra work that we could
of done without. As usual
we had to spend more
time than we would of
liked removing branches and bows from the lakes, roads and pathways but the biggest issue was a
fallen tree into Snipe Lake and another into Westlake. After the strong winds battered us we then
have had to contend with minus temperatures and all of our lakes have an icy lid on them at some
point. Even with our paddle wheel aerators working around the clock, the lakes were still freezing
over! Crazy. Mother Nature is certainly showing us who the boss is that’s for sure as there will be
more storms to come i'm sure.

Tricklebrook New Lake Common

- WA
paul owen 10-04 jeffs Tricklebrook New Lake Common

Fingers crossed Mother Nature treats us a little better this coming month and Ben and | can get on
with our usual maintenance work readying the fishery for spring instead of clearing more fallen trees
in and out of the water. It all seems to be one step forward and two steps back at the moment but it
won't be long before the thermals can be left in the drawer and the sun will shine

L

Eastbourne Road (A22),
Newchapel, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6!
Tel: 01342 324006

Mobile: 07710 656041

We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds.
Open 7am - 7pm Summer time and 7am - 6pm Winter time. Day ticket, overnight and long stays welcome.

Concessionary Tickets for
Junior, Disabled and OAPs

Facilities include:

On Site Tackle Shop
No pre-bookings taken

9 Car Parks including o ag
Disabled Friendly Parking Win a FREE SESSION with
Shower/Wetroom our Fish of the Month

Competition

Disabled Friendly Toilets
Automatic Security Gates

that close at 7pm (Summer)
6pm (Winter)

24-hour CCTV

Seasonal Snack Bar
with Hot and Cold Food

1 hut available for hire




“31 Book now on 7,
swimbooker QWi'“bOOKer EL

This fantastic coarse fishery consists of two very well stocked lakes.
A 4 acre specimen lake stocked with big Catfish up to 50lbs, huge Carp
up to 40Ibs, big Perch up to 6lbs and beautiful Roach over 3lbs. And a 1 acre
match fishing lake teaming with a variety of species weighing up to 28lbs.

find us on facebook and instagram .
FACEBOOK.COM/TRICKLEBROOKFISHERY o=’

Open from 7am 365 days a year!

AUK CARP TOP 100 FISHERY -BOOK NOW!
tricklebrookfishery.co.-uk

TEL 07743 955812 | 01892 835453 | EMAIL info@tricklebrookfishery.co.uk
Tricklebrook Fishery | Colts Hill | Five Oak Green | TN12 6SH

Telephone bookings are to be paid in advance and are non-refundable ¢ Credit and Debit cards now accepted

LAKE RULES

ATICKET MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FISHING NO FIXED LEAD RIGS. ALL LEADS MUST PASS FREELY OVER LEADER

ALL NETS, UNHOOKING MATS AND WEIGH SLINGS MUST BE DRY BEFORE KNOTS. RIG CHECKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT
DIPPING IN THE DISINFECTANT BATHS 12. RECREATIONAL DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED - IMMEDIATE BAN

NO NUTS OR PARTICLE FOLLOWS
BOILIE AND PELLET ONLY FOR SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE - ALL BAIT 13. PLEASE INFORM FISHERY MANAGEMENT OF ANY SNAGGED TACKLE

WILL BE INSPECTED OR FISH

ALL FISH MUST BE RETURNED TO THE WATER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE ~ 14. ANY FISH OVER 28LB MUST BE REPORTED TO BAILIFF
FOLLOWING CAPTURE. NO STANDING. FISH MUST BE HELD LOW OVERA  15. NO DOGS ALLOWED

MAT/CRADLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS 16. BARBECUES ALLOWED IF OFF THE GROUND
MINIMUM 15LB LINE AND NO BRAIDED MAIN LINE 17. NO BAIT BOATS

NO SACKING OR RETAINING OF FISH IS PERMITTED. THE REMOVAL OF 18. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN BEING
FISH FROM THIS VENUE WILL BE VIEWED AS A CRIMINAL ACT ASKED TO LEAVE AND/OR BANS WHERE APPROPRIATE AND NO REFUND
EACH ANGLER MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 42 INCH LANDING NET AND A WILL BE OFFERED

LARGE PADDED UNHOOKING MAT/CRADLE REGARDLESS OF TARGET . TRICKLEBROOK IS NOW OPERATING A ZERO-TOLERANCE

SPECIES ON SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE POLICY TO ANY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OR ABUSE
9. BARBLESS HOOKS ONLY TOWARDS ITS BAILIFFS AND STAFF

10. NO LEAD CORE, NO FUSED LEADERS OF ANY KIND INCLUDING SAFEZONE . ALL RUBBISH TO BE TAKEN HOME
/ f\}_ \ ‘6"‘ D =) /a {’C \
CCMVIINIGRERATION R
OVER WHOLE SITE SUMMER 7AM - 7PM  WINTER 7AM TO DUSK
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A Great Time at
Whinwhisle Fisher

By Russ Evans
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Food and Country Music

After our first days fishing we quickly put our tackle away and headed to the Whinwhistle Café foﬂ--
our booked meal and a pint of ale. TheJmeal cooked by tackle shop manager John was the
enormous Whinwhistle signature Burg chips, let’s just say there was plenty there and we
both struggled to eat it all. It was t 2 got chatting more to fishery owners Ant and
Mandy who were telling us about h the fishery as they purchased the land and
lakes just a few years ago and hey have poured their heart and soul into
the place with so much more e. On the Friday night of our stay Ant and
Mandy invited us to a privatg ed in the Whinwhistle Bar and restaurant.
The event was to include t shery as they like to create a friendly
community spirit and the ach table with cold meats, cheeses,
pickles, fruit, crackers a hat we were not expecting on our visit to
the fishery. There was al : everyone to enjoy with the meal with
local Country singer Eua 2P ¢ ome excellent music. In fact, on the
previous night Euan pog into rsal of his playlist so Andy and I got
entertained two nights Jing i

Storm Bert Arrived

The plan was to fish onthe Sat
a dramatic change around with
14 degrees C. What a difference
to wet and windy. With Storm Be
and our final farewell. With regard
burners which kept us nice and
book the accommodation it is on
excellent full English tosset yol
for-a quick snack anytime
B w G - : New Year Return
e / o . 2 Although we did not managev,. :
- i - ' IS to slip the net under a huge
+{Perch, it was more down to
hat first cold snap but when
ater temperatures have '
settled and more constant -
spwe will both be back early in .a
“the New Year for another try
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or a few hours but the weather had made
winds plus the temperatures had increased to
rhich'was snowy conditions and minus overnight
> decided to make our way home after breakfast
nt Shepherds Huts, they have internal log

‘the very cold nlght of -2 degrees. When you
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Tmy river tackle will join me
this time as well.

So another New Year has
arrived and that always
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Fishery Reports

Greenacres
Speci 1
The carp are still showing over small baited areas or fishing pva bags close to the islands or inner margins. Perch fishing on
here has been rewarding to anglers that are willing to fish for them with some just shy of 3lb. These fish have all been caught
on float fishing tactics by using worm or maggot on the hook and constantly sprinkling maggots over the top on every cast
with a catapult to keep the rudd and roach in the swim which will then attract the big perch to feed.
Speci 2
Carp are coming out by fishing to margin spots with solid pva bags or a little pva mesh bag and using fruit or sweet boilies
like cell. The catfish are the more dominant fish in this lake and do push out the carp feeding in your area, as they will eat
anything. But if you wish to just target the catfish then the best method is to use high attractant boilies or pellet like krill

boilies or marine halibut pellet over a large bed of pellet that's soaked in a fishy attractant. The catfishing is still slow with the
colder weather still here but they are still coming out.

Heron

People have been having a cracking time on here catching large mixed bags of silvers and carp on both float and method
feeding tactics. Baits that seem to be working is maggots, castors and worms over a ball of ground bait when float fishing
and feeder fishing seems to be banded 10mm pellets. Still fishing really well even though the colder weather is here.

Kingfisher

This lake is the one to be on any time of the year especially during the winter as it produces lovely mixed bags of fish and
keeps you going all day. Fish can literally be caught on the top two sections of your pole on any bait that you wish to use.

Bluebell

Tench have slowed down but the carp are still being caught out of this pond and the key is to bait up little and often with a
pole pot or with a catapult and add a ball of ground bait every now and again just to keep their heads down grubbing around.
There has also been some nice rudd being caught up to 1lb.

Don't forget to dip your nets, slings and unhooking mats/cradles or you will be asked to leave. CCTV IS IN OPPERATION!!!!
Winter Opening Times: 7am - 4pm

Winter Success for Young Angler T . . . _
Lewis Goodwin! (AT CGH €U ]__.rT

ANGLING MAGAZIT
A huge
congratulations to
Lewis Goodwin, one
of the younger
contributors to The
Freshwater Informer,
for an incredible run
of Pike captures this
winter!

CATCH CLULT IS A MULTI SFECIES MAGAZINE AIMED
AT THE ALL-ROUND SPECIALIST AMGLER.

IT'S ACTUALLY PRINTED OM PAFER.
JUST LIKE THIS ONE]

FOR THE PRICE OF A COUPLE OF PINTS
WHY MOT GIVE CATCH CULT A QO7

Single copies and subscoriptions available from:

www.catch-cult.co.uk

Lewis has been
making the most of
his time on the bank,
putting in the effort
despite the tough
conditions, and it’s
certainly paying off.

o6
L2 risling

His latest success on the River Rother includes a ": — - '- ———— -.--.
stunning string of Pike, with his biggest so far tipping _ A YLY | :
the scales at an impressive FINELY TUNED TACKLE

'} A massive well done to
Lewis—great to see such
dedication and skill paying
off. We’re sure there’s

&) plenty more to come from
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. GREENACRES FARM FISHERY

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality lakes for all. There is one specimen
lake for carp up to 30lbs+ and perch to 5lbs, one specimen predator lake for carp to 30lbs+,
catfish to 60lbs+ and pike to 15lbs, one match lake with 22 purpose-built swims, one coarse lake
and finally a tench/family pond. Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower and wet room.

This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!
Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes. For the specimen lakes prices start
at £20 for the day rising to £30 for a 24hrs ticket (up to 3 rods). Lessons now available
for all ages. Gates open at 7am and close at 6.30pm (Winter hours 7am to 5pm)

SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £8 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

To book, please call or text us on 07933 934942

or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk
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Nick Gorden - Pike

Robert' Edmunds -Tricklebrook - \ Stephen Feaver - Kent river - Pike

Advanced booking
EVETIEL] [

Day & night
session fishing

5 lakes and
1.25 miles
of the GABRIELS

River Eden FISHERY

Camping &
Caravanning facilities

Toilets and
shower facilities

& HARE LAKE
great for beginners

-
Specimen Lake

ADMIRAL LAKE
fish to 41lbs

OAK LAKE
carp to 30lbs

#

SILVER
Match Lake

Gabriels Fishery | Marsh Green Road I-Edenbrldge TN8 5PP
Bait and Tackle Shop: 01732 865355
Email: info@gabriels-fishery.co.uk

www.gabriels-fishery.co.uk

i g T R
l'.- .‘-l .‘_..
SWALLOW LAKE % . 1
i ]

Fishery Reports

Kane wiltshire - Unweighed , koi carp Tyler - Claygate lakes - 16.5 Ib mirror

These lovely family owned lakes just south of
Maidstone are open all year for you to enjoy!
CLUB AND MATCH BOOKINGS WELCOME

COARSE LAKE totals 5.5 acres SPECIMEN LAKE covers 1.4 acres

07398 571337

OPEN DAILY 7am to 7pm (walk-ins welcome)
Night fishing available 7pm to 7am

charthilllakes E

Chart Hill Road Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ
www.charthilllakes.co.uk

’ f Chart Hill Lakes
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Snag-a-Bite Café: Reel in Deliciousness at Frant Fishing Lakes!

Attention all anglers and adventurers! The brand-new Snag-a-
Bite Café is now open at Frant Fishing Lakes. serving up tasty
treats to keep you fueled while you fish.

Cpening Times:

Monday, Tuesday. Wednesday: 8 AM - 3 PM
Friday & Saturday: 8 AM -5 PM. Sunday: 8AM -1 PM
Closed Thursdays (because even cafés need a day off!)

—
—— -

What's on the Menu?
Build-a-Burger: Cet creativewith your burgér masterpiece
{check out the café menu for all the fixings).

Fresh Pastries, Sandwiches & Rolls: Quick bites, big flavor!

Hot & Cold Drinks: Warm up or cool down, your choice.

Stay at Your Swim with Our Survival Kit!

Can’'t bear to leave your fishing spot? No worries—we've got you
covered. Pre-order our legendary "Survival Kit", packed with
everything you need for a hearty cookout by the lake: sausage,
bacon, hash browns, mushrooms, eggs, black pudding, tomato,
bread. and butter. Just bring your camping gear, and you're
set!

Pre-order now by calling Lisa on 07596 591434,

Whether you're reeling in a big catch or just soaking up the
lakeside vibes, Snag-a-Bite Café has something for everyone.
We take cash or card, so come hungry and leave happy!




Ryan - Main Lake

A few of the captures from Hawkhurst Fish Farm
this winter

Curtis Brightwell - Main Lake

Hawkhurst Fish Farm

Hastings Road, Hawkhurst, Kent, TN18 4RT

2025 Match Lake bookings

We are now taking 2025 bookings for exclusive hire of
our newly revamped 20 peg match lake. It is very well
stocked with carp from just ounces to over 12Ib!

Exclusive hire: £175 -
. or
£10 per match angler (for 10+ anglers)

Get in touch now to check availability and book in!

ok = B,
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Fishery Reports

WANTSUM ANGLING ASSOCIATION |
Manhoide Lates - Breer Wiantsum - Byver Sogr 2y ]

Located in the heart of New Romney, Romney
Angling is a friendly, local, family run fishing
supplies shop that was founded in 2021. We
pride ourselves on the hundreds of items we
provide to fishing lovers around the country.
Whether you're a novice or an expert, Romney
Angling will have the fishing products you need,
and our friendly staff are armed with knowledge
to provide any advice or answer queries 4
you may have.

59 High St, New Romney TN28 8AH

01797 362889

Bae

Info@romneyangling.co.uk




swimbooker

Less Hassle. More Fishing.

We don't believe that
booking your fishing in
advance should cost extra

250+ Lakes

Live Availability

Catch Reports

No Booking Fees

Download our free app today to
see just how many fisheries agree with us
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Ned: el www.jackfrosttackle.co.uk
01293 521186

Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 THB

Jack Frost Tackle Crawley. Crawley’s
Premier fishing tackle shop for carp
fishing, match fishing and sea fishing.

CCMOORE Baits NOW IN STOCK - i

® Over 400 rods on display

® Surrey and Sussex Trakker
& Nash Super Centres

® One of Sussex’s biggest
Superstores with

two floors and WE BUY GOOD i
ND N,
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HematMFCﬂutdmrStnrﬁwehaveam,q' ange of fishing
supplies. From Fox and Korda to Drennan ar Gardnerto
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Free parking in 100+ space carpark opposite {i "
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he weather forecast was as
session. A frosty start with
high winds, and even snow

I'squelched my way along the footpath towards the river, weighed down by pockets stuffed full of ‘just in case’ baits
and tackle. By the time | reached the water, my chest was burning, my head was sweating, and my fingers were numb
from.the cold. Not the best start to my last river trip of the season, but based on the forty or so seasons that | have
fished; parfor course and no more than | should have come to expect.

Every season | make plans to target particular species, stretches or techniques, and every season, weather
conditions, or real life, get in the way and make it all too easy to leave it until next time. That’s fine until you wake up
i_one,morning andrealise that the season is all but over and that if you don’t act now the chance will be gone. Hence

£ why I was huffing and puffing, loaded up like a pack horse, as | made unsteady progress across unforgiving ground.

Chub tend to be the main quarry on the Rother and so most of my baits
and tackle were focused on them. A couple of seasons ago | had started to
catch good numbers of perch, nothing particularly big, but encouraging
9555 enough for me to think that there may be the odd better one amongst the
~=#.4 tangle of roots and branches that festoon the pools of the upper reaches.
Pike are another species that, despite me having a great affection for, tend
to escape my attention for the simple reason that | never quite find the time.

4
 Despite always being short of time, I'm never short of optimism, and if all
. went to plan, then all of that would change today. About my person | had
cheese paste for the chub, worms and prawns for both chub and perch, and
a selection of lures with which to target all three species. W)

" ‘What could go wrong ‘ | thought to myself, as | weaved my way across the !Hr
heavy ground towards my first spot. Quite a lot as it turned out! "

ﬁ Firstly it began to hail, the one element that the weather forecaster had failed to predict! This was made all the more = =
— uncomfortable by a gusting headwind that instantly froze exposed hands and face. With the hail stinging my eyes, |
' broke into a lumbering canter as | attempted to make the cover of some nearby trees. A journey made even more
—-_ponderous and erratic as the wind began to change direction, catching my landing net and making it act like a
drouge; | was dragged left, right, backwards and forwards. If anyone else had been as foolish to have be out, they
may well have thought that | was some kind of demented eccentric butterfly catcher as | weaved and waddled my way
across the field with my net flapping around my head.

N
A

Secondly, it turned out that the worms that | had so
carefully placed in a bait tin at home were still carefully
placed in a bait tin at home. A fact that'l only
discovered once | had half slipped, half slumped at the
foot of the trees that | sought sanctuary beneath.
Instantly splitting the bag that contained the cheese

* paste and causing it to ooze out of my pocket like
cheap toothpaste.

As the hail storm subsided | surveyed the scene. Blue
fingers, red face, wet clothes and smelling like a pair of
week old socks. | sat there gently steaming, although it
may have been vapour from the extra strong blue
cheese that now coated my trousers...

The world has a knack of balancing bad luck with
good, and just behind the trees was a small pool to which I'd never previously paid much heed. As | was already
halfway into the undergrowth | thought | might as well try. With only prawns as bait, | lightly hooked one on a size 8
hook, beneath a bobber float, and lowered it into the water. AlImost instantly it jagged towards the bank and a small
chub came splashing to the net. Buoyed by this early success, | left the first fish in the landing net and repeated the
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indecisive as my approach to the In Th e
the chance of sunny spells, rain, With

Alex Coutts

bend in the rod. It was no monster, but big enough to put a smile on my face
and help me forget the cold and rather pungent aroma | now emitted.

It was time to get down to the business at hand and start fishing properly.
Originally | had intended on working my way downstream from my starting
position but the banks are precarious at the best of times, let alone when they
are slippery, as they would now be after the hail. Instead | decided to forge my
way upstream into unknown territory. At least | could salvage something from
my end of season sortie, as this stretch was on my to-do list.

Unruly and overgrown, the first few spots | found were a mess of roots and
snags. Although | have no doubt that they all contained fish, steep banks and
low branches made getting a bait in position hard, and getting a fish out almost
impossible. | ploughed on, and even a persistent rain shower didn’t dampen my
enthusiasm. | forced my way through the undergrowth that separated the field
from the river and found a lovely long run that look fishable. Ideally | would have

liked to have fished down to the raft of detritus that had accumulated at the head of the run but that was -
. completely inaccessible. I had visions of a great shoal of chub seeking sanctuary underneath it, lazily intercepting

items of food as they drifted by. If they were there, my position might allow me to pick off any stragglers, and it [

also gave me a nice 30 yard trot before the next bend. | broke up a few prawns and scattered them around the B

swim, hoping to drawn the attention of any hungry residents. | ran the float through, adding a few inches of depth =
each time until | was tripping bottom, but to no avail. The world started to darken, it wasn’t clear whether it was my .-—:"
mood or the sky, until | stepped back into the field and received another battering from even more hail. '

What'’s taken minutes to describe, took hours to endure and | was really beginning to feel the effects. | even briefly
considered taking up golf. At least those chaps would have the sense to stay in the club house on a day like today.
Warm and dry, recounting past glories, instead of stodging around knee deep in mud getting pelted by hail.

Thankfully, | persevered until | rounded a bend and came across an area devoid of trees. Recent flooding had
flattened the worst of the burdocks and brambles, and the run-off had even carved out a small path to the river.

This vantage point put me on the inside of a broad bend. Slack water on the far side, an eddy below me at my feet,
with fast water through the middle. Slightly downstream, on my side, was a nice overhang alongside a well defined
crease. If it was going to happen, it should happen here. Cold hands made
hooking a bait on way harder than it should have been, but after a fair bit
of rubbing of fingers and a great deal of swearing, | got things to a point
that | was happy with. | watched the float bob along the crease, guiding it
with the rod tip as my centrepin reel lazily revolved, expecting it to
disappear at any moment. It didn’t. Frustrated, | batted the end tackle back
towards me. As | went to lift it out for another cast, the rod hooped over.
Fish or snag? The fact it was taking line suggested the former. Soon
confirmed as a dark shape raced across the pool. That the fish made it to
the fast water, and that the cold had left me with ice cubes for fingers and
the reflexes of a house brick, made for a rather intense and protracted
fight as the chub did all in its power to make good its escape. Sheer
willpower and bloody mindedness meant that this was one battle | was
never going to loose, and despite my limited mobility, | was eventually in a
position to heave the fish over the waiting net.

The misery of the previous eight hours drained away as | drew back the
mesh to reveal my prize. Not a particularly big fish, but deep bodied and in
immaculate condition. As | watched it swim away | was already making
plans for next season..
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O’I 227 536724 / 07809 330854
Plenty of FREE parking right outside the door
Monday to Saturday 9am - Spm / Sunday 9am -1pm

12 Wealden Forest Park, Herne Common CT6 7LQ

Between Canterbury & Herne Bay on A231 - just 10 minutes from either!
Email: badders22000@hotmail.com
BAIT AVAILABILITY DEPENDENT ON TIDE AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
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URBAN

This competition is open to all species. To be in with a
chance of winning, send your catches to

Although our competition is open to fish of all info@freshwaterinformer.com Winners will receive a
species and sizes, it is difficult to ignore such an Freshwater Informer Session Pack 2kg of Boilies kg Stick

impressive catch of large carp. Especially when the catch ~ Mix, 500ml Liquid and Hook Baits to match in either their
photographs are so well balanced and show the fish off to

their best. o

The 48-hour New Year session promised ideal conditions with a
pressure drop, warmth, and rain. Planning to use maggots in
small PVA bags with matching hookbaits, | arrived to find
stormy weather and a temperature drop but stuck to my plan.
Initial laps of the lake revealed little activity, so | settled in a
spot with varied depths and features.

Before dark, rods were out with different rigs, one being a short
hinge stiff rig near Norfolk reeds over half a pint of red and
white maggots with a corked white pop-up—previously landing
me a 4llb 8oz PB common! Battling stormy conditions,

| tried to rest,
but at 1:30 AM, o [
few bleeps from
the receiver
had me
sprinting to the rods. Hooked into a strong fish, | wrestled it
through the chaos of a cold night fight. After five minutes, a
huge common slid into my new Trakker net.

The bailiff, hearing the commotion, assisted with weighing and
handling the fish safely. After careful checks and carp care
application, we confirmed the weight at 38lb 8oz. A midwinter
bite in brutal conditions made the result even sweeter.

Really proud of my tactics and execution, this was a mega
moment, boosting confidence for the spring ahead!

Ash sceal - Gabriels fishery, Admiral lake - Common carp 38lbs 8oz

' A o ; o 5
Robert Edmunds - Tricklebrook - 20Ib 40z common Ben Low - 1st bite and 1st fish landed of 2025! Roy Brett - 49Ib French Grassy




Over the last few months weve not had the time or the weather
to get out on the bank, but we were able to attend the Winter
Carp Show at Sandown Race Coarse and the Essex Carp Show.

TIM'S JOURNEY: ADIVE INTO THE SANDOWN AND WINTER CARP SHOWS

Over the last couple of months, we have had the pleasure of attending two fantastic carp fishing events the
Sandown Carp Show and the Winter Carp Show in Essex. As someone new to these shows, I was blown away by
the sheer number of products and innovations on display

While Dad was busy
networking and
sourcing new
opportunities for the
magazine, I found
myself on an
unexpected journey
of my own. My
regular articles, Jim’s

Walking around the venues, we visited many stands, chatting with
manufacturers about the latest tackle, bait, and fishing gear. It was
fascinating to see the amount of different products available. We were
even fortunate enough to take away some samples, allowing us to test
them in my own fishing sessions I have been lucky enough to join the
Rigmorale team which will provied to me a vast welth of knowledge.
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wait to put them to the test on the bank.

Journey, caught the attention of some key brands, and I was incredibly grateful to be offered a bit of
sponsorship. One of the most exciting collaborations is with Rigmarole Tackle, who took the time to
walk me through their full range of terminal tackle. Their products will suit my fishing style, and I can't

Bait sampling was another major highlight. We received samples from top brands such as Monster Bait, ,

Parker Baits, and Tails Up, including their latest innovation, Cornz. I'm eager to see how these perform and will be
writing detailed reviews as soon as I get the chance to use them in my

fishing sessions.

Another exciting introduction was to the team behind Swim Booker.
We're looking at potential collaborations in the future, which could
greatly benefit both the magazine and our social media audience.

The camaraderie and shared passion for carp fishing at these events
were truly inspiring. The people we met, the conversations we had, and
the products we explored have all contributed to an unforgettable

experience.

With two shows down, we're now looking ahead to the next big event— F
The Big One in Farnborough on the 1st and 2nd of March. If the :
previous shows are anything to go by, it promises to be another
incredible opportunity to immerse ourselves in the world of carp fishing.

Stay tuned for more updates as I continue my journey in the world of

angling
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Sleeps two people - included is shower, toilet, wash hand basin,
keftle, toaster, double gas ring, sink, microwave, bedlinen, towels,
cutlery, crockery & BBQ.

per day. for.two people
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Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ

www.shirkoakfarm.com

Follow us on Facebook
‘Shirkoak Fishery’
for regular updates

Tomea] | [ZTomean)

This beautiful tranquil
fishery is situated
on the outskirts of

Woodchurch village,
stocked with carp
to 30lbs+ and
Pike to 20Ibs+.

Night fishing is permitted by
prior arrangement only.
We can also offer food
delivered to your swim,

our full English breakfast is

proving extremely popular!

Fishing prices start at £12
for 2 rods for 12 hours.

OAP TUESDAY

£10 incl. bacon roll!
Pre-hookings only

For more information please call

Hugh on 07973 410973
or 01233 860279



Angling Societies

The Linton Angling Society - Membership Vacancies

We are a small but friendly club with beautiful lake, 2 ponds, 5 reservoirs and over 8 miles of fishing on the
River Medway and Beult, Our waters contain Carp to 321b, Pike 30lb+, Tench 81b+, Chub 7Ib, Perch 41b and Roach to 31b,
including some good Bream and Eels. Al year fishing, member's quest permits, night fishing allowed. We run over
30 matches a year and have a large junior section. Concessionary rates available for OAPs, Disabled and Juniors.

Forfutter s corect JASON TUCKEY on 07983 569220

e-mail: lassecretary@Iintonangling.co.uk
www.lintonangling.co.uk

5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of
woodland, containing
Carpto 30lbs, Tench to 5lbs,
Bream to 9Ib plus Roach,
Rudd and Chub

Vehicle access/night fishing

|den Wood
Fishery

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown

01797 280180 allowed / match bookings taken
Mobile: Spring Lodge | Iden Wood Fishery
07906 232225 | Coldharbour Lane | Iden | Rye |

East Sussex | TN31 7UT

P8

REPORT ILLEGAL FISHING
L

101 For Non-Emergencies
999 Ifa crime is taking place

Or The Environment Agency Incident Number:

0300 807060
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g
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14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing:
Carp to 52lbs 40zs, Tench to 12Ibs 80zs, Bream to 19lbs+,
Barbel to 15Ibs 20zs, Chub to 5lbs+, Perch to 3lbs 60zs,
Pike to 31lbs 60zs, Crucians to 4lbs 60zs and
Grass Carp to 291bs 60zs.

Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.

WE HAVE NOW JOINED CLUBMATE

View the waters on the web
www.tonbridge-angling.co.uk

or
https:/tdafps.clubmate.co.uk/register

NEW Gold Membership £225 + £10 Joining Fee
NEW Silver Membership £85 + £10 Joining Fee

NEW Bronze Membership
OAP 66+/Student 16-18/Disabled

(Proof Needed) £45 + £10 Joining Fee

For all enquiries please email:

info@tonbridge-angling.co.uk

Worth Hiring Better Than Buying!

High Clwality tools med plovr, for domestic and commercial Project:
Warrhy tood hine b5 ready i help make your progect @ secesis. We
have o wast range af products avaiabie flor shoet or Ieag term
Email; enquirie: @ warthtoolhire co,uk

R 1 #ﬁull‘h Tail jilie

The Tacklsbox has bean n butineas sinces 1883, We stock
the best carp and Specialist fishing tackle and equipment
anvailabhe from the industries top brands and we comple
ment thal wilh Secking oul products from oulside the lishing
tackle industry giving you that ittle surprise of discov-
oning somathing different in our s1org. i M

wiww tacklebow. eo.uk
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The Society has now joined CLUBMATE, so any new members
wanting to join can visit our website to
get the link or visit us via the Clubmate website.

Tonbridge & District Angling & FP Society '

The Society recently stocked 40 Carp averaging 16lb 8oz between Longfield Lake and Haysden Lake, two of the fish were 24Ib.
Some 10"+ silvers also went into Haysden Lake.

This year, we celebrate our 150 year Anniversary, a fantastic achievement and the Club is still going from strength to strength.

There will be various different things going on throughout the year to celebrate.

CATCH REPORTS:

Neal Rogers continued his fine run of winter predator fishing, catching a lovely looking 21Ib 20z river Pike.
Mark Roe and Tony Cooper have also had 20Ib+ Pike recently.
Tony Baldwin had a cracking session Chub fishing, landing several fish with the best one weighing 5lb 30z

MATCH RESULT:
KNOCK UP - Old Ballast Pit
12 anglers fished

A gap in the Match calendar allowed a
dozen of our regular attendees to get
some practice in and the choice of
venue was the Old Ballast Pit.

Those in the right areas found that
Bream were on the feed and some good
ones at that. Winner Jim Sene had the
best fish weighing 7Ib 3oz.

Lack of small silver fish being caught
was probably down to the constant visits
of Cormorants on a daily basis stressing
the fish out and unsettling them. David
Brooks took second spot with a
respectable weight of Bream, while third
spot was taken by Lee Wakeman with
another Bream catch.

1st - Jim Sene 23Ib 8oz
2nd - David Brooks 14lb 40z
3rd - Lee Wakeman 11lb 30z




TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS

Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road
Tenterden, Kent TN30 6XA

S We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport
in beautiful Wealden Countryside.
Day Permit £44 = 4 best fish
Half Day Permit £30 = 2 best fish

Catch & Release &
Junior Permits available.
] Regular stocking of top quality
Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 121lbs

Trout ishing at Tenterden has be

TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
gooq thr.oughout January and some TUITION BY APPOINTMENT
quality fish have been caught as RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER

FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH ISLES

Contact 07880 722868

www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

you can see in the photo. Best

Rainbow has been 8lbs 80z and
Tenterden Trout’Wéters was returned to fight another day
and validates that the big ones are
in there and all adds to the fun.
Our Anglers are reaping the reward of the cold weather and recent stocking with the Trout feeding and
putting up a good fight. Current patterns that are working - Blue Flash Damsel, Cormorant and White Cats
Whisker.

We have 3 lakes (5 acres of water) fully stocked with Rainbows, Browns & Blues ranging from 3lbs-12Ibs.
We offer Catch/Keep, Catch/Release permits for full day, half day and evening. We have a comfortable
Fishery Lodge with all the amenities you require and where you can make a cuppa with our compliments.
Please call or email to book your fishing.

We offer Fly Fishing Tuition - discover more, visit our website.

Gift Vouchers are available to purchase for permits, tuition and Shepherds Hut staycations.

Come and stay with us in our heated/comfortable Shepherds Hut in an Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, Nr Tenterden where you can fish with 20% off our permits all year round. We are in the Top 50
Stillwater Trout Fisheries in the British Isles as voted by Trout & Salmon.

We look forward to welcoming you for some great Winter Fishing at Tenterden enjoying your sport. Tight
Lines, Gaynor, Richard & Audrey.

www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

= l'- o =

Brick Farm Lakes Herstmonceux, East Sussex

Fishing of recent has been great with successful flies including the ever-dependable Blue Flash Damsel, Cats Whisker,
various versions of Daddies and believe it or not Green Mops.

Some recent successes include our very own Alfie, who landed his first trout, aged only 6. He's regularly on hand in
the Lodge and is always listening so often knows what flies are working best!

Stuart Johnson caught a very nice 5Ib 80z rainbow from Stag Lake on an 'orange egg' with a total bag of 4 fish
weighting in excess of 14 1/2Ib. Lee Rixon brought his son Owen along for their first visit to Brick Farm and was
rewarded with both catching their 3 fish tickets, each bag exceeding 9lb. Looking forward
to seeing you both again soon.

8 members of Eastbourne & District Fly Fishing Club joined us for a competition to compete
for 'best brace' and were rewarded with all but one member achieving their bags (15 fish
total).

Mark, Kevin and Jim from the Cinder Hill syndicate had a fantastic day - each exceeding
their bags and needing to buy extra fish. Total for the very happy 3 anglers was 11 fish.
They also gave us top marks for our renowned mega brunch breakfast!

Although fishing is clearly fruitful at the moment, the ground is still extremely wet and slippery after the recent very heavy rain and
high winds, not to mention the dense fog, so please take care around the fishery!

Look out for Will and Darren on their YouTube channel (Off The Hook) - they recently had a coaching session with Rob Barden when
they both caught their 1 fish each, plus one additional fish. Their lesson included fly casting, landing the Trout and various fly fishing
tips. Well done lads, hope you enjoy the cooked product!




Trout Informer March 2025 iEelmiE 25

GUIDED LURE & Brick Farm Lakes ||
FLY FISHING DAYS Trout Fishery

AR AN LR Sel within the stunning East Sussex countryside, we

Andy offers a guiding service are a family run fly fishery comprising 4 well slocked

for those who want to learn lakes. Almaost in a secrel valley of it's own, we have
more about ‘Lure Fishing’ a superb oak-framed lodge for anglers and their
and ‘Fly Fishing’ guests overlooking Brick Lake, which provides a

warm and welcome space with lea, coffee, licensaed

LURE FISHING Fish a variety of reservoirs for Pike, Perch and

Zander. These days are suitable for beginners and improvers who bar and bacon sandwiches elc
wish to ‘fast frack’ their way to success. Learn more about lure
fishing, the use of boats and fish finders, or just have a FUN day with
an experienced Predator angler.

FLY FISHING One of Andy's favourite methods, Trout, Carp or Pike

can be ftargeted.

TROUT Reservoirs or smalller stilwaters in the South East. These days
are suitable for beginners or improvers who wish to learn ‘how to
catch more fish’, or just have a FUN day with an experienced fly
fisherman.

CARP & PIKE More anglers are looking to find exciting ways of
catching their favourite fish. Carp off the top during the summer
takes a lot of beating. Pike in the spring and autumn, whatever
their size they are a lot of FUN on the fly!

TO BOOK A DAY email: info@thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk with your

contact phone number and Andy will call you back and discuss
details.

Easrium:i BN2T IRS
Tel: 01323 832615
Mob: 07730277118

FISHERY
Cooks Hill

Rudgwick
West Sussex RH12 3AF

Contact julie on 07591 373959 or 07849 061824

S 01892 826041 / 07951 304515 |3 www.springhilltroutwaters.co.uk .05
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Ithough the maiﬁ river ha-d onIy‘_pro_duced bream the day before, we had éélfgﬁ't plenty of nice Eérp frorﬁ.fhé
"back bay”. So it was decided to give it one more try. We now went through the well rehearsed routine of setting
up the rods, pods, landing net, unhooking mat and chairs before settling in to wait for “bite time”.,

Day 4

The “back bay” was very quiet, not really surprisincr; as it had been hammered the previous day. We saw no signs

of the carp in the bay, or in the main river for that fact. So we had to just sit, wait and hope that some fish would

find our baits. My rods were very quiet again, the odd bleep from the alarms signalled yet another “bait robbing”

small bream was whittling away at my double boilie hookbaits. Adam had now resorted to using two “hardened”

18mm baits, this prevented the bream stealing the bait. But with two lost carphdue to hook pulls after this chanﬁe
e

made him ponder on the rig mechanics, was the hook too small, or was the hair too close to the hook, with t
larger baits?

Day 5

The carp were no longer at the boat mooring, so we needed to find a new swim. Having fished the river for over
thirty years, Gary now used his intimate knowledge to scope out a few likely looking spots. First we drove
upstream towards the Dam, but Gary wasn't happy and quickly dismissed this area. Next we crossed the river,

—— . P -
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. nEg downstream checking for signs of carF, or isolated patches of coloured water, which would indicate feeding
fish. Eventually we found ourselves back at the “cliff” swim.

Once the rods were in position we settled back and drank tea. Wondering if we had made the right decision? We
didn’t have to wait long to get the answer! A run on one of Gary’s rods saw me struggling to tame a strong fish
that surfaced briefly before shedding the hook! I'm afraid I have to admit it was down to “operator error”. Being
unfamiliar with ‘big pit’ reels, I'd overtightened the drag as I adjusted it from free spool to fighting drag.

Adam made no such mistake when he hooked his first fish of the day. Once hooked, this wild common swam
quickly across the current, before heading downstream. As the fight continued, Adam slowly gained line, little by
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little, inch by inch all the way back against the flow, before being finally scooped into the waiting landing net.
Fortunately my next chance came to one of my rods, that had a standard ‘baitrunner’ reel on it, so no dramas
this time. The fight was do%ged, but I was able to applg heavy pressure, now I was using familiar tackle, Adam
scrambled down the steep bank to the waters edge and readied the net. The fish begrudgingly gave in, finally a
broad back of a large common broke the surface, before ploughing off uncontrollably t rough the waves. Ap/flymg
heavy side strain, I was once again in control. When it resurfaced, I made no mistake and slid it towards Adam,
who bundled it into the waiting net.
From my vantage ﬁoint I could see it was a good deal larger than any we had caught so far. As they say “the
scales never lie” The needle swung past 30bs, finally settling at 31lb 40z, not my biggest Ebro carp, but the
biggest of the trip so far. The rest of the day passed In a blurr, as a few more fish graced our rods. "I‘me flies
T T e : = - wgen When you're having fun” and so our penultimate
LI o Y258 | day came to a rapid end

: Our last day, where had the week gone? We had
24 to return to the “cliff” swim after the previous days
! success. If anything it was even busier, pIentY of
carp and no bream! Adam started the ball rol ing
when he had a screaming run from a fish that ha
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no intention of stopping. Applying maximum pressure, S
the line slowed until all you could hear was the satisfying B
clicking of the drag. Eventually

the relentless rod pressure saw Adam slowly gaining line,
the protracted fight was nearing an end. Gary now
srambled down the well worn path to the water”
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S edge, ready with the net. I watched on with baited breath,
hoping the hook hold would stay firmly in. Occasionally the line pinged off a fin, or the fish shook its head, both
actions saw the rod tip plunge downwards sharPIy. I'm not sure who was most unnerved by this? Suddenly a
broad flack ap(feared just out of netting range. Slowly, as if it were in slow motion, the fish was drawn across the
current towards the shore, where Gary was waiting. As soon as he could he expertly engulfed the huge common
into the folds of the landing net. What a fish!

Gary asked Adam what's your PB? Adam had recently equalled his UK PB, with a French fish of 39Ibs. Gary
informed him this fish was going to eclipse
those! The expression in Adam’s face was
a picture, as he parted the mesh to reveal
his prize, what a fish. “The moment of .
truth”. Adam’s smile broadened as the [

needle swung past 40Ibs, before settling
just shy of 50lbs. A moment to remember, F&%
Adam had smashed his PB with this § |
enormous common of 491b 4oz.

The next few hours were a blurr , I added
another two 27Ib commons, while Adam
snared another b|gg|e of 30lb 120z
Sometime later, I had another mid-twenty
and Adam finished off with a fish of 25lbs,
what a finale!

il

Til’ next month. Tight lines, Andy Lush
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kindly epongored by Quecex Bait Developmente
email: cuggoxbait@hotmail.com

or contact ey: 07971 303949

Send in your catch photos
and the lucky chosen winner
will win 2.5kg of Hulk Bollies
with 2.5kg of matching peliet
courtesy of SBD

Fish With Carl

A Windy Winter Session to
Remember!

12-year-old Archie braved the elements
at the mighty 40-acre pit and was
rewarded with 8 stunning fish, topped by
this immaculate 35lb PB common!

Fishing small mesh PVA bags
with snowman-style hook
baits and a few scattered
offerings,

Archie proved that winter
success is all about the right
% tactics and determination!

Big congrats, Arhie—what a session! This makes you the
deserving winner of this months Sussex Bait
Developments bait package.

Ross Challinor - Local Mill Pond - Goldfish

Not all fish have to be big specimens! Out again in
the cold and mud, but totally worth it—Charlie’s all
smiles as he ticks off another species: the goldfish!
Bonus catch—a lovely roach from the same spot.
Great little session!

Congratulations, Ross! I'm sure you'll find Carl
Smith’s The Simple Fishing Guidebook very
useful for ticking off even more species in the
future. Be sure to keep us updated on your
adventures!

TACKLE HIRE AND TUITION AVAILABLE



Junior Informer March 2025 Tiaratenas 29

; ..t.;-.- =, [ . ol
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March Update
bﬂg instructor Warren White

Fishing for schools since its beginnings in 2008 have always
had an excellent group of coaches and what made the Kent
group unique was that it taught Fly, coarse and in recent years Sea
fishing to young people.

I ran Fishing for school, Kent for 12 years then for a season fellow coach, David Evans took over. But after David took
up a permanent job at the school I work at, Les Jones took over the role of Head coach at Fishing for schools, Kent. It
worked out well as Les had just taken severance from his work in the print. Last year we were looking at recruiting
some more coaches, which wasn't as easy as we thought it would be. An advert was put out that went in the FWI as

' ; well as the Fishing for Schools site, but we had no takers.

We had an idea to try and recruit some new coaches. Brian Bailey at
Hadlow college, who in the summer was running a L2 coaching
course, had a word with all the new coaches telling them about
Fishing for schools and that we were looking at recruiting more
coaches for Kent and from this we recruited two new coaches.

| Last summer at Monk lakes, T was covering for another F4S coach
who was on holiday, and I met one of the new coaches Max Allen,
who looked like being a good young coach for the future.

This is an insight to one of the new coaches at Fishing for schools,
Max Allen.

I have been an almost lifelong angler starting my journey at 8 years
P old, where I fished local lakes and ponds with my Grandad and
neighbour.

I have primarily been a coarse angler over the years, however the
Max Allen is the adult at the back and Charles Jardine types of venues I fish have changed with my fishing mainly taking
(Head of Fishing for Schools) at the front along with  place on rivers in Kent and further afield.

two of the school students

I have always had a passion for angling and the countryside for as long as I can remember, so studying fisheries
management at Hadlow college and then later at the university of Greenwich made sense to me, as I was able to
combine my greatest interest with working towards a career.

Through my time at Hadlow I was fortunate to gain many skills including both my level 1 and level 2 angling coach
qualification which was great for me, as it has enabled me to hopefully aid and support the future of the angling
industry.

Through a recommendation earlier this year from a great lecturer and now colleague at the college Brian Bailey, I was
fortunate enough to now turn my passion for angling into a career, as I began working for fishing for schools as an
angling coach.

During my short time with the school I have met many great coaches, who have not only helped me with my coaching
but also personal angling, with me now taking fly castings lessons.

I look forward to next year’s season with fishing for schools, as this will be my first full year of coaching with the team
and hopefully many more to follow.

TIP from Max

A good tip for winter river fishing is to keep mobile and to not stay in the same place for too long. If you haven't had a
bite in a while there is a good chance that there is not a lot if any fish in that area. I have found this to be the case
especially when fishing the Greater Stour. The fish will be torpid at this time of year, meaning they won’t be moving
around a lot, so trying to find their resting areas, such as slack spots and creases in the rivers, will significantly
improve the chances of catching
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WYLANDS FARM

Q@ BATTLE, EAST SUSSEX

9 WELL STOCKED LAKES
VARYING IN DIFFICULTY
g 5

+

b

explore our lakes
at Wylands Farm

DAY AND 24 HOUR TICKETS

From: From:

£15.00 | £12.50

Adult U18and 65+

Pre-booking is essential. Visit our
website to book.

FISHING HOLIDAYS
IN OUR ONSITE ACCOMODATION

- e

B U et
- AR

ONSITE CAFE AND SHOP

wylandsfarm@thefamilyparksgroup.co.uk
thefamilyparksgroup.co.uk/wylands-farm

01424 893 394

LYONS GATE
@ CERNE ABBAS, DORSET

4 WELL STOCKED LAKES
VARYING IN DIFFICULTY

Scan the QR to
explore our lakes
at Lyons Gate

From:

£4.00

Adult Ulas

Pre-booking is essential. Visit our
website to book.

ONSITE SHOP

lyonsgate@thefamilyparksgroup.co.uk
thefamilyparksgroup.co.uk/lyons-gate

01300 345 260

March 2025 fi

SHARNFOLD FARM

Q EASTBOURNE, EAST SUSSEX

1WELL STOCKED LAKE
MEDIUM DIFFICULTY

Scan the QR to
‘{s explore our lake
£ atSharnfold Farm

DAY TICKETS ONSITE CAFE

‘£7.00 NN

Pre-booking is
essential. Visit our
website to book.

sharnfoldfarm@thefamilyparksgroup.co.uk
thefamilyparksgroup.co.uk/sharnfold-farm
01323 768 490

www.thefamilyparksgroup.co.uk | 03333 055 011
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Adam Beaven 29.12 Prairie Lake

Adam Beaven 33.4 Prairie Lake

Adam Beaven 31 14 Planatation Lake

Tom Dickenson 34 Prairie Lkae

Simon Tume 30lb Plantation Lake

bharlie Biggenden 40.6 Prairie Lake

Closing in on the End of Pike Season

With only a month and a half left of the pike season, it’s been a
quieter one compared to previous years—but still rewarding.
Despite the challenges of freezing
frosts, flooded rivers, relentless wind,
and heavy rain, I've managed to land
a few decent fish, with these being the
biggest so far.The tough conditions
haven't just tested patience but have
also made every success even more
satisfying. Even on the slow days, the
stunning scenery and incredible
wildlife have made every session
worthwhile. There’s nothing quite like being out on the water,
surrounded by nature, waiting for that next strike.Here’s hoping
the final stretch brings a few more good ones before the season
wraps up! Tight lines to everyone making the most of it.

Mark Day

Elphicks has been designed and built with the modern angler in mind.
We have 7 lakes available for day ticket and session fishing. Each
lake has it’s own parking within easy reach of the swims and all
swims are ‘all weather’ - either built of Astroturf, stone or bark.
Please contact the fishery for further information on any of our lakes.

Elphicks Fisheries Spelmonden Road
Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8EL

Te: 015680 212512

email: info@elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

7.

s i

WWW. elphlcks-flsherles co.uk
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Pittlands Lakes Angling cl
Churn Lan

Horsmonden

TN12 8HL

for Website
d more details

BRETLANDS LAKES
07716 065900

At Pittlands Lakes we provide Day and Night Tickets to ALL

The onsite Bar and Restaurant is open during the season for a
variety of hot and cold refreshments including breakfast and
lunches, all at reasonable prices. Winter and Summer times

vary please check with us.

CARAVAN CLUB SITE THAT OFFERS MEMBERS
CARAVAN AND MOTORHOME FACILITIES

Even if you’re not ﬁshmg please come and sample our
Sunday roasts and enjoy the beautiful lakeside views

Our toilets are brick-built and open
throughout the season, including disabled
pilet @and’Shower room. .

WW' ery pc Iarand is availa
i ' Weex, --Hr usf %'ﬂﬁi

~ We have designated kid
+ lake complete vﬁth
all children unde
accompa

g hq There are3othe
- angler with Catfi:
Bream, Roach, Te

u ST

- Night fishing booking from £30 pér
" - llght and Day sessions from £10. @
“'Maximum 2 rods

o g
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PINIONS 2

FISHING BAITS

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Saturday 9am until Spm
Sunday 10am until 4pm

01622 718580

431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford MEZ20 6DB CUCkﬁeId Road
(Cnly 5 minites from M20 Junction 5] Ample free parking BU RG E S s H I I_I_ RH 'I 5 8 RE
o) ."L'TFL'M;'n'

“ 01444 247757

5. ol '_1 Opening times:
- “honns. Mon-Fri: 8.00am to 5.30pm
Sat: 8.00am to 12.30pm

-' T ._ | 1 1 .-‘ A _..:
x £l sl el R Sunday: Closed  Bank Holiday: Closed
moces o ITIITOTHT T SEITERVEANS N

r-j check out our Facebook and Instagram
| & ore
%4} for the latest news and competitions!

@-. 3 WWW.CbprﬂdU{:tﬁ_ﬂﬂ_UK .-:--:1 011001
chrisbrownprod cales@cbproducts.co.uk

CARP, BARBEL, CATFISH & EEL
LANDING NETS
SPECIALIST CAT FISHING PRODUCTS | ~ .. ™

WEIGH TRIPOD & QUADPODS

ey | L
o ROD REST SYSTEMS

=1 [
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TACKLE SHOP

SOUTH EAST BIGGEST TACKLE SHOP!

» CARP SPECIALISTS » MATCH FISHING SPECIALISTS

= BIWY & BEDCHAIR SHOA RO « THE BEST. FRESHEST MAGGOT, PIMKIE & SOUATT
« [N HOWSE COOKED PARTICLE « FRESH IN HOUSE TURMNED CASTER

o PREDATOR SPECIALIST « HEDS, DEMDROBEANA & LOBS. TUBS- 1KG SACKS
¢ BIGGEST RANGE OF LURES IN THE SOUTH EAST « BIGGEST RANGE OF CLOTHING - KIDS TO 43X

# LURE DEMO TANK o PLENTY OF FREE PARKING

» TWO FLOORS OF ALL THE LEADING BRANDS « FRIENDLY EXPERT ADVICE

f FISHON TACKLE SHOP
@ WWW. FISHONTACKLE.CO.UK % 01892 459217 B SALES@FISHONTACKLE.CO.UK
EFGRSTAL BUSINESS PARK - MAIDSTOME ROAD - PADDOCK WOQOD - KENT - TN12 6PY

- H Fox: m arw SHIM 5u|m|:|nn 2 AT ﬂn
Ea{.uar =" Ldtf] o T.JH-H'M Rar# i
4 Dhizms E',um :Im ZIH G% Hmniﬂ

Uuh:a ' ™1 ML eromer t‘y mainling
o ) F AN/ m m {iom ppn |'.| 1E h.lh..r bk trakker | .
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Medway Man

Bob Morris

“? &

looking forward to the coming year and have already

H aving survived the Christmas break I am now really
made some plans for my piscatorial activities.

Medway Man

Having said this, with my current way of looking at angling exploits these will not
be set in stone like some of the targets that I used to chase every year. I have a
much more pragmatic/flexible attitude to it all these days and will not bang my

head against anything that is proving too difficult - as fascinating as it often may
be. I am supposed to be enjoying myself and I want to keep this aspect up front. Falling out of bed and

Part of the above requires me to admit finally that I have ‘sort of’ joined the ranks il il st
of the ‘fine weather fisherman’ and whereas I used to force myself to go out and brave the conditions
even in foul weather if I was on a mission, I am now quite happy to cancel a trip or pack up if things
are looking grisly. Another reason for this is that I now find that I gain as much satisfaction from just
being out and watching the waterside environment and its inhabitants as I do from the fishing itself,
and this is often extremely difficult if it's blowing a hooligan, and the monsoon season has started. As I
have caught plenty of carp, pike, tench, barbel etc, during my long angling career, do I really need to
prove that I can still catch them under extreme circumstances? Err. I think that no is probably a
sensible answer.

The past few weeks have fallen into this category with changeable weather impacting on my fishing
plans although I have managed to catch pike and barbel during this period with some decent fish
thrown in. The successful sessions have not had it their own way however and at least half a dozen
blanks have come my way during this last month along with several tactical withdrawals and a couple
of last-minute cancelations. Other excuses for not going out recently have included, bad arthritic pains
in my shoulders, dental work, falling out of bed and bashing my head and a damaged front wheel and
tyre due to a pothole||I Somet|mes it all seems to go wrong for you. Fortunately, the reverse can also
occur when the piscatorial pendulum
swings back the other way and it all starts
happening on your watch &

Last time I mentioned that I was looking
at ways to avoid tangles on the cast and
hat the relative size of your bait and lead
an be crucial, with and ideal situation
= lheing that both should be of similar weight
ito keep them apart during the cast. One
method that I have used is to freeze a
lump of chopped fish sections to the hook
bait to achieve this, which also has the
dvantage of introducing some free food
around your bait. Regarding freebies
however I do have some concerns. There
is little doubt that the tactic works. When
ishing with my piking pal John, we

Fruits of Labour - Pike frequently introduce free
offerings/ground bait into the area by
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various means and the pike that we land sometimes regurgitate these in the landing net. We do
however often experience a spell where we get a lot of tentative or dropped takes and I do sometimes
wonder if the presence of the ‘untethered’ free bits gives the pike a chance to compare the resistance
and behaviour of our hook baits. If true, this is a similar situation to one we have encountered when
carp fishing and usually ended with us using balanced/buoyant _

baits, but it was often difficult to judge how effective this was. On ’ ﬁ

the other hand, a solitary bait may help at such times although I .f Ty ﬂ

have no firm evidence of it. This sort of problem will be magnified ' -

if you are fishing waters or areas that receive a lot of e/ -
attention/pressure. Pike are certainly no different to carp when it g

comes to sussing a potentially dangerous situation. I feel that L

there is a lot more to learn about this subject and I will let you
know if I come to any conclusions.

As I was saying, I am as interested in the environment and wildlife
these days and noticing the decline of certain species over the last

.-..--__--"’,f v
few decades has been a real concern. Sometimes (rarely} ‘W
however there are increases in population numbers and
colonisation of new territories by others. Birds of prey for instance
&=

are generally more frequent than they were when I was young.

Even sparrowhawks which are relatively common now were a

rarity back in the sixties and seventies and we had to go to '%()

Scotland or Wales to be in with a chance of spotting a Peregrine

Falcon or Red Kite. The same was true of Ravens, which we only .

bumped into (apart from at the Tower of London} around :

Snowdonia or certain areas with inaccessible costal cliffs. Over

the last decade these impressive large members of the crow Away from the mud and into the warm "Cheers”
family have extended their range to cover the southeast and I

now frequently hear and see them during my fishing trips. My last days pike fishing was completely
blank but after hearing the distinctive low croaks I looked up and was treated to the spectacular sight
of two pairs engaged in a dispute of some sort, presumably over territory. After some impressive
displays of their aerobatic skills, they went their separate ways.

Who needs pike? This sighting totally made my day. Best Fishes & Health Bob Morris

BOB MORRIS

Featuring contributions'by Bob's Friends; Cliff Webb & John Carver




Coarse Fisheries

Beaver Farm Fishery Eastbourne Road
Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL

Charlies Lakes

Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH

Chart Hill Lakes

Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ
Chequertree Trout and Coarse Fishery
Bethersden, Near Ashford TN26 3JR

Coombewood Fishery

Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH
Elphicks Fisheries

Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL

Eureka Fishery

Nicholas Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4AG
Furnace Brook Fishery and Fish Farm

Trolliloes, Cowbeech, near Hailsham BN27 4QR
Gabriels Fishery

Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP
Greenacres Farm Fishery
Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH
Hawkhurst Fish Farm

Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT
Horam Manor Fishery

Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB
Horsmonden Lakes

Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ
Iden Wood Fishery

01342 324006 / 07710 656041

07857 539785

07398 571337

01233 820078

07895 679569

01580 212512

07597 879621

01435 830835

07730 066088

07933 934942

01580 753813

01323 840889 / 07707 759364

01892 838576

Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT 01797 280180 / 07906 232225

Knightingales Fishery

Stone-In-Oxney, Near Tenterden TN30 7HA
Mousehole Lakes Maidstone Road

Nettlestead, Near Paddock Wood ME18 5HR
Orchard Place Farm Fishery

Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY
Pittlands Lakes

Churn Lane, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood TN12 8HL
Sandwich Lakes Coarse Fishery

Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA
Shirkoak Fishery

Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ
The Lakes at Beachborough Beachborough Park
Newington, Near Folkestone CT18 8BW
Tricklebrook Fishery

Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH

Willows Angling Centre

Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham ME9 9BU
Wylands Farm

Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU

Trout Fisheries

07941 176205

07725 783405

01892 838576

07716 065900

07936 409912

07973 410973

07469 809877

07743 955812

01795 520887

01424 893394

Brick Farm Lakes Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS 01323 832615

Cinder Hill Fly Fishing Membership available from:
Email: r.nathan@btinternet.com

Coltsford Mill Trout Fishery & Fly Tackle Shop
Mill Lane, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG
Spring Hill Trout Waters
Albans Farm, Romford Road, Pembury TN2 4BB

01892 770903

01883 715666 / 07798 605867

07951 304515

Tenterden Trout Waters Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden

TN30 6XA  www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

Tackle & Bait Supplies

Absolute Tackle 12 Wealden Forest Park
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ

07880 722868

01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Anglers Den

6 North Road, Pevensey Bay BN24 6AY

Angling Specialist (ASH)

29 Queen Street, Horsham RH13 5AA

A.R. Tackle

8 Castle Street, Hastings TN34 3DY

Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse Unit T

Rich Industrial Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU
Best Buddies

28 Martello Drive, Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6PH
Bodle Angling

Cuckfield Road, Burgess Hill RH15 8RE

Camos Carp Cabin

11 Turner Street, Ramsgate CT11 8NJ

Chris Brown Products

email: chrisofoaks@gmail.com

Dens Tackle

73 Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6IN
Eastbourne Aquarium & Reptile Centre
19-21 Seaside, Eastbourne BN21 3PP

Gabriels Fishery Tackle Shop

Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP
Henfold Bait & Tackle Henfold Lakes
Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW
Jack Frost

Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7HB
Kent Angling Centre

44, Seal Road, Sevenoaks TN14 5AR

Medway Tackle Supplies

11 Twydall Green, Gillingham ME8 6]Y

MFC Outdoor Store

9 Station Road, Hailsham BN27 2BE

NJ Tackle

150 Milton Road, Gravesend DA12 2RG
Orchard Tackle

58 High Brooms Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9DB

Pinions Baits
431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB

Polegate Angling Centre

Unit 7, Birch Industrial Estate, Eastbourne BN23 6PH
Romney Angling

59, High Street, New Romney TN28 8AH

Sheppey Angling, Unit 5, Regis Business Park

New Road, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1HA

South London Angling Centre

286 Lee High Road, London SE13 5PJ

Sussex Bait Developments

Falkenvil Fishery, Saltmarsh Lane, Hailsham BN27 2R]

The Tackle Box
251 Watling Street, Dartford DA2 6EG

Angling Clubs & Societies

Directory

01323 460441

01403 264644

01424 422094

01273 933050

01303 487144

01444 247757

01843 581784
01892 723670

www.cbproducts.co.uk

01303 267053

01323 730635

07730 066088

07956 043922

01293 521186

01732 905088

01634 475260

01323 846883

01474 353998

07494 670328

01622 718580

01323 486379

01797 362889

01795 661089

0208 852 4451

07971 303949

01322 292400

Bromley (Kent) & District AS PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND
Email: bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk

Cinder Hill Fly Fishing

01892 770903

Membership available from email: r.nathan@btinternet.com

Hastings Bexhill & District

Postal enquiries to S.Corke, 2, The Sidings, Bexhill On Sea TN40 1RF
Chris Pagan 07429 655237 / Steve Potter 07935 268174

Linton Angling Society

Jason Tuckey on 07983 569220

or email lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

Tonbridge & District A & FPS

For all enquiries please email: info@tonbridge-angling.co.uk

Wantsum Angling Association

07570 505934

or contact via website www.wantsumaa.co.uk
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Sandwich Lakes is a delightful day ticket fishery in East Kent
situated near to the Royal Cinque Port town of Sandwich.
Set in a beautiful countryside location, the venue caters for all
anglers from the specialist carp angler to beginners.

Our unrivalled facilities include:

A waterside cafe serving hot and cold food and drinks
Ladies and gents toilets ® Plenty of free parking
On site tackle shop for bait and tackle ® Rod hire

We can offer our visitors six coarse fishing lakes containing a variety
of fish from silver fish to specimen carp. Matches and fishing lessons
can be arranged by contacting our Fishery Manager Kevin Killeen.

The lakes: Victory Lake

VICTORY LAKE (1 rod £12.50) a specimen water of two acres with
interesting island features and lily pads in the margins. Stocked with ~ §
commons and mirrors to 35lbs along with ghost carp, tench, roach,
rudd and specimen perch. Night fishing by prior booking available.

from the car park. A bridge from Kingfisher allows easy access to Victory Lake.

match lakes in Kent!

Meadow Lake

Day Ticket? Prices:

KINGFISHER LAKE this pond is 0.6 acres in size and is heavily stocked W|th commons and mirrors to
12lbs and is ideal for bagging up! All eight swims are wheelchair friendly with excellent access direct

Trod-£8 2rods-£10 Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) - £25
Rod hire (includes seat hire & landing net) - £6  Night fishing (by prior arrangement) 24 hours - £25 48 hours - £50

Visit Sandwich LARES
Sandwich —
Conrse Fihery | m079367406972° =

NOW OPEN
TRAFALGAR LAKE

Our new specimen water - a two acre lake
designed to accommodate the angler who
prefers fishing a more open, weedier
water. Trafalgar has it's own dedicated
car park and is bookable by ringing the
fishery. Stocked with 60 carp ranging
from 16lbs to 31lbs.

having shallow margins with reeds for summer fishing and a deep drop off for light feeder work and winter fishing.
They are stocked with a great variety of fish including carp to 16lbs and we believe these are the most uniquely designed

| MEADOW LAKE one acre in size with eight marked pegs and traditional grass bank fishing, Meadow is stocked with
scaley mirrors and commons to 14 Ibs. This lake also holds large perch and roach so you will be sure to catch!

BERRY LAKE is one acre in size and stocked with 3000 F1s, commons, mirrors, roach, rudd, perch and some large bream.

Float and pellet tactics work well on this lake. IN the summer months, surface sport with mixers produces huge bags of fish.

Under 16s- £7  Sundowner (3pm to 7pm) - £7

Holidays at Sanawich Lakes

30 touring pitches with 16 amp EHU, toilet and

All bqoliings shower block with disabled wetroom.
hi:*ﬁ Caravans and Motorhome pitches
ALY Caravan Club Site - £24 W SARAVAN AND
eITCHUp OB A AL e e 242 We also have a CL site for Caravan

on Sandwich Lakes Pitch fees include EHU & showers! & Motorhome Club members

www.sandwichlakes.co.uk
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