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At Orchard Place Farm you can surround yourself in the 
natural beauty of the Kent countryside, located just outside of the picturesque town of Paddock Wood, and only 

8 miles from Maidstone. The fishery boasts 13 lakes - 10 carp and catfish lakes and 3 match/pleasure lakes. 
FULLY FUNCTIONING LAKE 13 - CARP & CATFISH WATER 

Carp to 49lb+

www.orchardplacefarmfishing.co.uk
Tackle/bait/shop situated in the main car park, 

stocking all top bait brands including 
worms maggots etc. Everything you need at 

VERY competitive prices.

MATCH/ 
PLEASURE  

LAKES 
DAY TICKETS 
2 RODS - £10 

CONCESSIONS 1 ROD - £8 

SPECIMEN 

LAKES 

DAY TICKETS 

AVAILABLE 

24HR - £30 
48HR - £55 

(additional charge 

for 3rd rod) 

Many swims have disabled access • All-weather pathways leading all 
around the lakes and up to each individual swim • Purpose-built toilets 

located in the main car park (with hot shower) • Between Lake 3 and Lake 4 
(toilet and sink block only) • Block constructed by Lake 7 also contains a 

microwave, fridge and washing up facilities. 

FOOD IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FROM MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER

Orchard Place Farm Fishing
13 FISHING LAKES in the KENT COUNTRYSIDE 

Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6NY 

01892 838576 or 07860 608218 Catfish to 112lb+

 Top Lake has five swims, Bottom Lake 
has six and both can be fished on a 
day ticket or lake exclusive booking 

Anglers’ mess on site with fresh 
running water, wash basin and toilet 

New to Orchard Place Farm! 
Horsmonden Fishing Lakes

Carp 
to 38lbs

Top Lake 
Catfish to 85lbs

Bottom Lake 
Catfish to 75lbs

Two beautiful lakes set in mature, 
peaceful Kent countryside in an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

Horsmonden Fishing Lakes, Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 
All enquiries and bookings to Orchard Place Farm Fishery on 01892 838576 
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The Freshwater Informer cannot accept responsibility for the quality of 
goods or services advertised in this publication. All views expressed 
are those of the contributors concerned. All images received are ac-

cepted as being true and accurate and as described.

Welcome to the May edition of The Freshwater Informer  
 
With the weather finally turning a corner, the banks are becoming more and more inviting, and anglers across the 
country are making the most of it. We’ve had a flood of catch reports sent in from our featured fisheries – so 
many, in fact, that this issue is packed to the gills with your photos and stories. It’s brilliant to see the season 
kicking off in such style. 
 
This month, we’re pleased to feature a guest article from Harvey Williams, who shares his Easter holiday  
angling adventures. His energy and enthusiasm are a reminder of how the next generation is taking to the water 
with real passion. 
 
Jim has been on the road again – this time to Hawkhurst Fish Farm, where he took on the lovely Dove Lake. As 
always, his write-up is full of character and charm, and not without its surprises. 
 
We’ve also got Andy Lush visiting the scenic Chalk Springs in Arundel, where he shares his experience and tips 
for tackling those clear waters. Russ Evens continues to impress, having been out and about catching a wide var-
iety of species – if you’re after inspiration for mixing things up, his section is the one to read. And Bob  
Morris brings us something truly heartwarming this month, sharing a special day on the bank with his  

granddaughter – proof that fishing isn’t just about the catches, but the memories 
made along the way. Also the angler that needs no introduction Alex Coutts with 
this months Fishing in the Edge.   
 
As the days grow longer and the water warms up, it’s the perfect time to grab 
your gear and get out there. Whether you’re chasing big carp, stalking wild trout, 
or simply enjoying the peace and quiet, we hope this issue has something to  
inspire every angler. Glen Have a great month, The FWI Team. 



Beaver Farm Fishery Update 
Important Tackle Requirements 
Please note: To fish Snipe Lake, Westlake (formerly Tuscany Lake), Daughters Lake, 
and Majors Lake, certain tackle rules are in place. Anglers on Westlake must have a 
dedicated catfish mat. For Majors Lake, a large unhooking mat and minimum 36" land-
ing net are now mandatory — no exceptions.  
Check full details at www.beaverfarmfishery.co.uk or call for more info. 

Catch Report 
Despite chilly mornings, the lakes are slowly waking up: 
• Snipe Lake: Mirrors to 28-05 and commons to 31-12. 
• Westlake: Catfish now showing — up to 69-08 landed. 
• Jeff’s Lake: Bream to 6lb+, F1s to 5lb, mirrors to 9lb, and commons over 10lb. 
• Daughters Lake: Commons to 19-10, mirrors to 22lb, fully scaled to 16-08, and grass 
carp to 28-14. 
• Eden Pond: Mixed species waking up, tench to 5lb. 
• Maze Lake: Limited angling due to maintenance, but carp to 10lb showing. 
• Majors Lake: Bream to 7-11, tench to 5lb, commons to 21-08, and mirrors to 24-04. 
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Facilities include: 

On Site Tackle Shop 

9 Car Parks including 
Disabled Friendly Parking 

Shower/Wetroom 

Disabled Friendly Toilets 

Seasonal Snack Bar 
with Hot and Cold Food 

1 hut available for hire

Concessionary Tickets for 
Junior, Disabled and OAPs 

No pre-bookings taken 
for swims 

Win a FREE SESSION with  
our Fish of the Month 

Competition 

Automatic Security Gates 
that close at 7pm (Summer) 

6pm (Winter) 

24-hour CCTV

We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds. 
Open 7am - 7pm Summer time and 7am - 6pm Winter time. Day ticket, overnight and long stays welcome.

Eastbourne Road (A22), 
Newchapel, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6HL 
Tel: 01342 324006 
Mobile: 07710 656041 

Email: 
beaverfarmfishery@live.co.uk 

Facebook: beaverfishery

www.beaverfarmfishery.co.uk 

Zac Swift 12-06 MajorsReggie Kenny 22-00 
Daughters

Felix Cave  - Beavers farm 
fishery - Mirror carp 11lb

Ollie Tottle 24-04 PB  
Majors Lake 

Ian York 26-09 Snipe

John Pelham 19-10 
daughters
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TEL 07743 955812 | 01892 835453 | EMAIL info@tricklebrookfishery.co.uk 

Tricklebrook Fishery | Colts Hill | Five Oak Green | TN12 6SH
Telephone bookings are to be paid in advance and are non-refundable • Credit and Debit cards now accepted

This fantastic coarse fishery consists of two very well stocked lakes. 
A 4 acre specimen lake stocked with big Catfish up to 50lbs, huge Carp 

up to 40lbs, big Perch up to 6lbs and beautiful Roach over 3lbs. And a 1 acre 
match fishing lake teaming with a variety of species weighing up to 28lbs.

LAKE RULES
1. A TICKET MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FISHING 

2. ALL NETS, UNHOOKING MATS AND WEIGH SLINGS MUST BE DRY BEFORE 
DIPPING IN THE DISINFECTANT BATHS 

3. NO NUTS OR PARTICLE 

4. BOILIE AND PELLET ONLY FOR SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE - ALL BAIT 
WILL BE INSPECTED 

5. ALL FISH MUST BE RETURNED TO THE WATER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
FOLLOWING CAPTURE. NO STANDING. FISH MUST BE HELD LOW OVER A 
MAT/CRADLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS 

6. MINIMUM 15LB LINE AND NO BRAIDED MAIN LINE 

7. NO SACKING OR RETAINING OF FISH IS PERMITTED. THE REMOVAL OF 
FISH FROM THIS VENUE WILL BE VIEWED AS A CRIMINAL ACT 

8. EACH ANGLER MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 42 INCH LANDING NET AND A 
LARGE PADDED UNHOOKING MAT/CRADLE REGARDLESS OF TARGET 
SPECIES ON SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE 

9. BARBLESS HOOKS ONLY 

10. NO LEAD CORE, NO FUSED LEADERS OF ANY KIND INCLUDING SAFEZONE 

11. NO FIXED LEAD RIGS. ALL LEADS MUST PASS FREELY OVER LEADER 
KNOTS. RIG CHECKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT 

12. RECREATIONAL DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED - IMMEDIATE BAN 
FOLLOWS 

13. PLEASE INFORM FISHERY MANAGEMENT OF ANY SNAGGED TACKLE 
OR FISH 

14. ANY FISH OVER 28LB MUST BE REPORTED TO BAILIFF 

15. NO DOGS ALLOWED 

16. BARBECUES ALLOWED IF OFF THE GROUND 

17. NO BAIT BOATS 

18. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN BEING 
ASKED TO LEAVE AND/OR BANS WHERE APPROPRIATE AND NO REFUND 
WILL BE OFFERED 

19. TRICKLEBROOK IS NOW OPERATING A ZERO-TOLERANCE 
POLICY TO ANY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OR ABUSE 
TOWARDS ITS BAILIFFS AND STAFF 

20. ALL RUBBISH TO BE TAKEN HOME 

OPENING TIMES 
SUMMER 7AM - 7PM    WINTER 7AM TO DUSK

find us on facebook and instagram
.

7

Book now on 
Swimbooker
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Another river season has passed us by but I am 
sure June 16th will soon be upon us as time 
certainly seems to fly by these days. However I did 
manage to finish the river season on a high with a 
decent sized Chub of 4lbs 4oz caught on a big piece 
of bread flake whilst fishing the tip on a small local 
river section that holds many memories for me. The 
chub came on my second cast of the day which 
turned out to be my only bite during my morning 
session. The first part of the morning had a chill to 
the air probably due to the fact it was slightly misty 
so with a forecast of a sunny day to come I knew I 
had to make the most of the early part of the morn-
ing session and thankfully I did that with nice plump 
chub. As soon as the Sun burnt off the mist it was 
game over and I packed up and headed off home 
happy with my mornings work by the riverside, 
dreaming and plotting a return when the new season 
gets underway again. 

 
With Bury Hill Fishery now closed as well the lakes 
at Nutfield Priory which closed it lakes to fishing two 
seasons back I will need to venture further away 
from home to target the Crucian but there is Marsh 
Farm in Godalming which I have not fished for a few 
seasons, but in the past I have had some fantastic 
fishing there, plus Harris Lake which is on a day 
ticket from the excellent on site tackle shop Apollo 

Angling, holds a great head of hard fighting Tench. 
So I think a visit to Marsh Farm is in order plus I will 
bring my cameras along to make a film for my  
YouTube channel as it is also a scenic place to fish 
and spend quality time. In the past I have some 
lovely Crucian well over the 3lbs mark and to me 
any of these bars of gold over 2lbs is a quality fish to 
enjoy. 

A New Tench Water to Explore 
 
I have recently managed to secure a syndicate ticket 
for one of the Medway Valley Fisheries lakes which 
holds Tench to over double figures so I hall be head-
ing off down there soon with excitement in the hope 
of landing a big tinca tinca so keep your fingers 
crossed for me. A couple of my fishing buddies 
Eddie and Hugh have both caught double figure 
tench from the water in recent seasons so I am hop-
ing one of the doubles is waiting to meet me. In early 
May I will be attending a Tench Fishers ‘Fish In’ on 
the same venue plus another one of the adjacent 
waters and of course I am really looking to that as 
well as the waters also hold enormous Bream which 
is another species I like to fish for on my travels. 
 
 
 

Russ  
Evans  
Tench and Crucians 
Spring to Mind...
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Reeling Back The Years 
 
Around Christmas time I filmed in my Anglers Den a 
couple of videos talking about some old fishing 
tackle from my youth 
days which is mostly 
still in working order. 
Abu and Shakespeare 
closed faced reels, vin-
tage quill floats, ancient 
bait droppers, perch 
bobbers, old wooden 
tackle boxes etc etc and I am pleased to say they 
were well received by those that watched and com-
mented under the videos. A few suggested that I 
should make a series on the subject so I did and I 
have called it ‘Reeling Back The Years’ and at the 
time of writing this article I have filmed 7 episodes 
so far of which are all uploaded to the Fishing Tail 
Films channel with more to come. As well as chat 
about the tackle I used way back when I recall some 
great sessions I had back in the 60s, 70s and 80s 
fishing in and around East London where I was 
born, plus I speak about some schoolboy holidays I 
had with my Dad fishing for eels and rudd on the 
dykes at Reculver. With some film footage and old 
photos to coincide with the episodes I also chat 
about a ghostly Monk I saw right in front of my eyes 
as I night fished for tench on Kennington lakes in 
Essex during the early 1980s, an account that still 
sends shivers down my spine. So if you like fishing 
chat and stories of the good old days of fishing then 
please check out the series on the channel and 
please give them a Like and Subscribe as there will 
be plenty of fishing related videos being added to 
the channel this coming year.  
 
Not A Care in the World 
 
Whilst working on the Reeling Back the Years series 
I have been busy looking at many old fishing photos 
that I found in a box in the loft and when flicking 
through the photographs, some in black and white, I 
sat there for a couple of hours reflecting on those 
days and how much fishing has changed over the 
years. When I first started fishing back in the sixties 
commercials did not exist not how when know them 
today. Fishing an old estate lake was as near as I 
got to fishing a well stocked up commercial water 
and fishing the rivers and canals accounted for 80% 
of my fishing trips and I loved every minute of it. 
Fishing for perch and roach on the boating lake at 
Wanstead Park was where I fished most and a good 
majority of my six weeks school holidays was spent 
fishing there. I thought nothing of walking four miles 
plus from where I lived in Forest Gate to the boating 

lake, cutting across the flats and down the side 
roads to get some fishing in. I would spend the 
whole day there enjoying every minute of it and 
when heading off home would plan the next trip a 
couple of days after. They were just great days, sit-
ting there without a care in the World, fishing and 
catching lots of stripeys and redfins. It was not until I 
left school, started working, saved up some money 
and started taking driving lessons which I passed 
first time on Friday 13th November in Barking. 
Bought my first car that I started to venture further 
out to waters in Essex and Hertfordshire plus trips 
to the Norfolk Broads to learn about fishing different 
venues. I joined a couple of clubs and started to get 
more into club match fishing which was right up my 
street as I was very competitive and the more suc-
cess I got in the matches the more I wanted to fish. 
So I did 
 
Lack of Carp was very noticeable  
 
One thing that was very noticeable reflecting back 
on my early fishing days was the lack of carp that I 
caught purely because many waters did not have 
many carp stocked in them, how that has all 
changed now. I used to love fishing light scratching 
around for bites and silvers with an 8 ounce roach 
or skimmer being the bonus fish especially on the 
canal stretches. Bagging up on 6lbs of roach or 
catching 10lbs of bream and skimmers was very 
much the norm then and I just loved that way of 
fishing. The real bonus fish back then in matches 
was catching a tench or landing a 5lbs bream with a 
few bits and pieces to go with it. Winkling out 
dozens of gudgeon at Waltham Abbey on the River 
Lea fishing with a short whip and pinkie brought me 
lots of satisfaction. Catching a Ruffe was a treat as 
it looked so 
prehistoric 
looking and 
still does if 
you are 
lucky 
enough to 
catch one. 
 
Anyway I 
must now 
look to the 
future and find those double figure tench this Spring 
so I will leave you in peace and hope your next  
fishing trip brings much success and joy. 
 
“Tight Lines” 
Russ Evans 
Fishing Tail Films 
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Edenbridge Angling
Your local trusted bait and tackle supplier

info@edenbridgeangling@gmail.com 
 

132 High Street, Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 5AY

Follow us on 

Full Range of fresh and  
frozen baits 
End Tackle  
Accessories 
All Fishing equipment  
Clothing 
 And Much More

Opening hours 
Monday 7:30am - 5:30pm 
Tuesday - 7:30am - 5:30pm 
Wednesday 7:30am - 5:30pm 
Thursday 7:30am - 5:30pm 
Friday 7:30am - 5:30pm 
Saturday 7:30am - 5:30pm 
Sunday 8:00am - 1:00pm

CALL US TODAY! 
01732 247702

Well stocked bait & tackle shop 
open from 7am every day. 

 
24/7 vending machine stocking 

maggots and worms 

Gabriels Fishery | Marsh Green Road | Edenbridge TN8 5PP 
Bait and Tackle Shop: 01732 865355 

Email: info@gabriels-fishery.co.uk

www.gabriels-fishery.co.uk 

GABRIELS
FISHERY

5 lakes and 
1.25 miles 
of the  
River Eden

Advanced booking 
available 

Toilets and 
shower facilities

Day & night 
session fishing

Camping &  
Caravanning facilities

SILVER  
Match Lake

OAK LAKE 
carp to 30lbs 

Specimen Lake 
ADMIRAL LAKE 

fish to 41lbs

SWALLOW LAKE 
& HARE LAKE 

great for beginners 

Greenacres Fishery Greenacres Fishery Greenacres Fishery Greenacres Fishery

Speci 1 Carp are active and being caught over baited areas of sweetcorn and pellet, or with PVA bags near islands 
and margins. Perch fishing has been productive, with fish close to 4lb taken on float tactics using worm or maggot and 
regular maggot feed to draw in rudd and roach, attracting the bigger perch. Small jelly lures have also produced bites. 
 
Speci 2 Carp are coming from margin spots using solid or mesh PVA bags with sweet boilies like Cell or Pineapple. 
Catfish dominate here, often pushing carp out. To target them, use high-attract boilies or marine halibut pellets over a 
big bed of fishy-soaked pellet. The biggest cat so far is 30lb. 
 
Heron Great mixed bags of silvers and carp being caught on float and feeder. Maggots, casters, and worms over 
groundbait work well for float fishing. Banded 10mm pellets are doing the trick on feeders. Surface action has also 
kicked off with the warmer weather. 
 
Kingfisher Consistent all year round, especially in winter. Easy fishing close in—just use any bait on the top two pole 
sections for regular  bites. 
 
Bluebell Tench are starting to show as temperatures rise. Feed little and often with a pole pot or catapult, and top up 
with occasional groundbait balls to keep them feeding.

Greanacres Farm Fishery
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Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes. For the specimen lakes prices start 
at £20 for the day rising to £30 for a 24hrs ticket (up to 3 rods). Lessons now available 

for all ages. Gates open at 7am and close at 6.30pm (Winter hours 7am to 5pm) 

SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £8 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality lakes for all. There is one specimen 
lake for carp up to 30lbs+ and perch to 5lbs, one specimen predator lake for carp to 30lbs+, 

catfish to 60lbs+ and pike to 15lbs, one match lake with 22 purpose-built swims, one coarse lake 
and finally a tench/family pond. Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower and wet room.  

This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!

To book, please call or text us on 07933 934942 
or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk 

Email : greenacresfarmfishery@gmail.com

GREENACRES FARM FISHERY

Sissinghurst Road | Biddenden | Kent | TN27 8EH



New Claygate Lakes 
 
Lake Sophie: 
The water has warmed up and 
so the fish are on the feed.  
Lunchon meat, sweetcorn along 
with prawns working for the 
tench. 
 
Lake Eva: 
Start off in the morning on the 
bottom and as the day goes on 
fish coming off the tip to bread 
or dog biscuits.  
 
Lake Amy: 
Small wafters and pop ups tak-
ing fish along with zigs.  

 
 
With the warmer weather it wont 
be long until campers and  
caravans will be back around the 
lake so don't forget to book your 
swim in advance.  
 
We also have a section of grass 

which can be used for camping whilst you fish for the 
day on the lakes.  

10 May 2025

LAKE AMY - Carp to over 40lbs

LAKE EVA - Match/Pleasure. Carp 30lb+  Tench 11lb+ 
Chub 5lb+  Barbel 6lb+  Perch 5lb+  Bream and other silvers

DAY & NIGHT FISHING - TN12 9PL
For all match and pleasure bookings and enquiries 

please ring Dave 07770 513448 
NIGHT FISHING ON ALL LAKES

New Claygate Lakes 

Lake Sophie match/Pleasure - Carp 16lb+ Tench 8lb+ Chub 
5lb+ Barbel 4lb+ Perch 3lb+ Bream11lb+ Roach 2lb+ skimmer 

Bream and other silvers

www.newclaygatelakes.co.uk

ON-SITE FOOD UNIT

Chart Hill Road  Chart Sutton  ME17 3EZ 
www.charthilllakes.co.uk 

charthilllakesChart Hill Lakes

OPEN DAILY 7am to 7pm  (walk-ins welcome)  
Night fishing available 7pm to 7am

These lovely family owned lakes just south of 
Maidstone are open all year for you to enjoy! 
CLUB AND MATCH BOOKINGS WELCOME      

07398 571337

COARSE LAKE totals 5.5 acres SPECIMEN LAKE covers 1.4 acres

Serving Kent and the south east 
Our services include… 

% Routine Servicing  % Fumigation 
% Rodent Control  % Proofing  

Call Nate on     07400 372204

FULLY  
LICENSED  

AND INSURED

PEST CONTROL AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

gemservices.uk  |  Nate@gemservices.uk
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Dick Ivinson - Bream 15lb 
12oz Sussex Still Water

Amanda Castleman - Wy-
lands - 14lb Common

Dave Wayman - 7lb 
11oz PB Tench 3 Ponds

Mark stiles - Pike 34lb 
- Lakelands fisheries

Bradley and Lee - Main 
Lake7 Hawkhurst Fishery

32lb 10oz - Specimen 
Lake - Charlie Campbell - 

Hawkhurst Fishery

Scott Ridley Main Lake - 
Hawkhurst Fishery

Shaun King - Main Lake 
- Hawkhurst Fishery 
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5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of
woodland, containing

Carp to 30lbs, Tench to 5lbs,
Bream to 9lb plus Roach,

Rudd and Chub

Spring Lodge | Iden Wood Fishery
| Coldharbour Lane | Iden |  Rye |

East Sussex |  TN31 7UT

Vehicle access/night fishing
allowed / match bookings taken

Iden Wood
Fishery

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown 
01797 280180
Mobile:                                              
07906 232225WE HAVE NOW JOINED CLUBMATE 

View the waters on the web 
www.tonbridge­angling.co.uk 

or 
https://tdafps.clubmate.co.uk/register

 
For all enquiries please email: 

info@tonbridge­angling.co.uk

14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing: 
Carp to 52lbs 4ozs, Tench to 12lbs 8ozs, Bream to 19lbs+, 
Barbel to 15lbs 2ozs, Chub to 5lbs+, Perch to 3lbs 6ozs, 

Pike to 31lbs 6ozs, Crucians to 4lbs 6ozs and 
Grass Carp to 29lbs 6ozs. 

Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.

NEW Gold Membership    £225 + £10 Joining Fee 
NEW Silver Membership    £85 + £10 Joining Fee   

NEW Bronze Membership 
OAP 66+/Student 16-18/Disabled 
(Proof Needed) £45 + £10 Joining Fee

The Linton Angling Society - Membership Vacancies
We are a small but friendly club with beautiful lake, 2 ponds, 5 reservoirs and over 8 miles of fishing on the 

River Medway and Beult. Our waters contain Carp to 32lb, Pike 30lb+, Tench 8lb+, Chub 7lb, Perch 4lb and Roach to 3lb, 
including some good Bream and Eels. All year fishing, member’s guest permits, night fishing allowed. We run over 

30 matches a year and have a large junior section. Concessionary rates available for OAPs, Disabled and Juniors. 
For further details contact: Jason Tuckey on 07983 569220 

e-mail: lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk 

www.lintonangling.co.uk

Fishing Clubs
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It’s almost as if the old wooden gate was a portal 
into my past. Despite never even having seen the 
lake, let alone fished it, the whole place felt instantly 
familiar to me, and echo of my past. I could almost 
hear the childish chatter of me and my friends as we 
embarked on another adventure, before it was  
carried away on the breeze and replaced with bird-
song.  
 As I slowly made my way along the narrow path 
alongside the lake, a shoal of miniature rudd, out on 
dawn manoeuvres, honed into view, as a  
woodpecker beat a rhythmic tattoo on the bough of 
a nearby tree. From the small amount of information 
that I had gleaned about the stock I was aware that 
alongside the silver fish there was a reasonable 
head of tench, an outside chance of a perch, as well 
as rumours and myths of the occasional unstop-
pable monster. 
 
Two thirds along the bank, a gap in some trees  
offered access to a knot of emerging lillies on my 
left, and a tangle of dead reeds to my right.  
Both looked prime areas for either tench or perch, 
and with two rods at my disposal, and little else to 
go on, it seemed the perfect area in which to con-
centrate my efforts.  Before tackling up I introduced 
a couple of hefty balls of groundbait, laced with a 
liberal amount of 4mm pellets and sweetcorn, onto 
each spot. Hoardes of roach and rudd peppered the 
surface, the early morning light reflecting off of their 
silvery flanks as the twisted 
and turned in the groundbait 
cloud, with the sort of vora-
ciousness normally reserved 
only for mackerel as they 
plunder the shoals of white-
bait along the surf line.  
 With my mindset still locked 
firmly in the past, it seemed 
appropriate to tackle up with 
a pair of old porcupine quill 
floats, once commonplace 
they now fall very much into 
the vintage category. I baited 
both with sweetcorn and cast 

them to their respective spots. Orange to the left, 
and yellow to the right. Instantly they both started to 
dance as the hungry silvers descended upon them. I 
reeled both in and moved the bulk of the shot within 
a couple of inches of the hooks,  in an attempt to get 
the bait down to the bottom unscathed, before cast-
ing out again. 
  
 All remained still for around twenty minutes as I 
scanned the water for any signs of meaningful activ-
ity. Just as I poured myself a cup of tea from my 
flask, I noticed the reeds to my right start to twitch. A 
few seconds later, a steady stream of pin prick 
bubbles appeared on the edge of where I had put 
the groundbait. Fishing is often about being in the 
right place at the right time, and in this instance my 
float was in exactly the right place to intercept the 
feeding fish. Surely it would only be a matter of time 
as the bubbles inched ever closer. My hand hovered 
over the rod until eventually the float lifted slightly 
before sliding away. A brisk strike, and the tip 
hooped over, the familiar thump of a tench pulsing 
up the line. One nil to the yellow float. 
 
 As I bent down to return the fish a shower of silvers 
exploded over the left hand spot. A sure fire sign 
that a perch was on the prowl. I quickly batted in the 
orange tipped float, replaced the sweetcorn with a 
prawn, and sent it back out to the edge of the lillies. 
I barely had time to set the rod down before the line 

IInn  TThhee  EEddggee  WWiitthh  
AAlleexx
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scythed across the surface at a frightening rate. 
Another firm strike, and this time rather than the 
steady thump of a tench, it was the frenzied head 
shakes of a perch that made the rod tip jangle as the 
predator realised its mistake.  
 
In the clear water I could plainly see the bold stripes, 
spikey dorsal, and flared gill cover of a decent sized 
perch, as the fish did its best to shake free from my 
trap. Thankfully, for me at least, everything held firm 
and before long I was looking down in the landing 
net at a stunning fish that  looked comfortably on the 
better side of a pound and a half.  
 One one on the float front.  
 Perch often hunt in small groups, fittingly known as 
a swagger, and so I wasted no time in hooking on 
another prawn to see if I could tempt another. Alas, 
all remained quiet, and save for the occasional 
twitch caused by overly ambitious rudd, the float re-
mained motionless. The present slowly dissolved to 
become the past, as the sun trod it’s familiar path 
across the early morning sky. The lull in the action 
had given the right hand spot time to settle. Reed 
stems trembled as unseen forces moved beneath, 
and once again tiny bubbles broke the surface. Turn-
ing my attention back to that side of the swim saw 
me fall into a steady rhythm. Feed, wait, bubbles, 
fish, as time and time again curious tench nosed 
their way through the reeds towards my baited spot.  
 
 Almost identical in size, colour and weight, each 
gave a tremendous tussle as they came splashing to 
the net. With their emerald green flanks, it was the 
very definition of catching peas in a pod. 
 Three or four tench in, and a snub nosed, golden 
scaled rudd interrupted proceedings. No specimen, 
but bigger than any that I could still see massing on 
the surface in front of me. A little while later, and a 
hand sized roach grabbed the bait on the drop. The 
sunlight picking out every detail of its magnificent 
colouration as I led it to the net. Green gave way to 
metallic blue, with silver flanks and a white belly, all 
framed with blood red fins. It had been quite some 
time since I caught such a fine looking example, and 
served as a reminder that I really should spend more 
time in their pursuit. 
 
With all of the action coming to the yellow tipped 
float, I had all but forgotten it’s partner. It lay lifeless 
on its side in the margin where I had dragged it out 
of the way of a particularly enthusiastic tench that I 
was playing on the other rod.  
Without warning, the otherwise limp line drew taught 
and cut up through the surface tension, and the reel 
handles turned to a blur as they tried to keep up with 
whatever was fast heading out into the lake. I lunged 

for the rod, hoping that it might be another good 
roach or rudd, but I should have known from the 
speed it was moving that it would inevitably be 
another glorious tench.  
 
What was surprising though was just how far up the 
marginal shelf the fish had come to feed. I’m sure 
that the bait was sitting in little more than six inches 
of water. Another case of right place, right time, with 
a fair chunk of luck! 
 
 By now the sun had reached its zenith, and with the 
action slowing,  this final, unexpected, tinca seemed 
the right time to draw a close to my trip. The yellow 
tipped quill had outperformed the orange at a rate of 
about five to one. Whilst I prefer to watch the orange 
tip, due to my superstitious nature, especially it 
comes to fishing, I’m positive that it will be the yellow 
float that I reach for first. It has shown itself to be a 
champion within the kingdom of tackle that I own. 
 
 I packed away, loaded up, and made my way back 
along the path. As I did so, an unseen tail sent up a 
huge vortex, followed by a massive sheet of bubbles 
as a slumbering giant spooked out of the reeds. 
 
 Maybe there is some truth to the rumours. Maybe I 
will venture back through the old wooden gate. 
Maybe the orange tipped quill will have a chance to 
redeem itself... 
  



What a great session Ian had with a 28.2 common and 
a back up 22lb Mirror during  
back to back sessions Ian 
had preservered in the cold 
temperatures to bank both 
these cracking carp and to 
beat his PB so early in the 
season both fish were 
caught using 12mm boilies 
with a .small scattering of 
pellet and particle over the 
area.  
 
Well done Ian great angling.
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FFiisshh  ooff  tthhee  MMoonntthh  PPrriizzee  WWiinnnneerr
Although our UUrrbbaann  BBaaiittss competition is 
open to fish of all species and sizes, it is 
difficult to ignore such an impressive catch 
of large carp. Especially when the catch 
photographs are so well balanced and 
show the fish off to their best.

This competition is open to all species. To be in with a 
chance of winning, send your catches to: 

info@freshwaterinformer.com or our Facebook 
Page, 

 Winners will receive a: 
FFrreesshhwwaatteerr IInnffoorrmmeerr / UUrrbbaann  BBaaiittss Session Pack 
2kg of Boilies 1kg Stick Mix, 500ml Liquid and Hook 
Baits to match  in either their NNuuttccrraacckkeerr,,  RReedd  SSppiiccyy  
FFiisshh,,  TTuunnaa  &&  GGaarrlliicc,,  SSttrraawwbbeerrrryy  oorr  FFuullllyy  LLooaaddeedd  RRaannggee

Mark Day - Sandwich 
Lakes 17lb 7oz

Wayne Hart - Common 
carp 21.80lb - Sam’s lakes

Conner - Knightin-
gales - 27lb 12oz

Paul Johnson, Darenth 
big lake, 23 mirror Carp

Ricky Pratt 47.2 oz Com-
mon From Elphicks Fishery

Si Fishes - Ballast Pit - 
26lb 8oz Mirror Carp

Ian Le Beau - Common Carp 28.2lb

Monday Ray - Claygate - 
25lb

Mathew Good - Clay-
gate - Double Take
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UK Carp Angler: Trickle Brook Social 
Session 

 
I headed down to Trickle Brook for a Hitit Bait social, 
but things didn’t start off too promising.  
I drew a peg I wasn’t 
feeling confident with, 
but I put a bit of bait 
out and hoped for the 
best. The first 24 hours 

were slow—nothing to report. 
 
The next morning, the angler next to me packed down early, giving me the chance 
to jump into his swim on the dam wall. I placed three D-rigs using the baiting 
spoon, getting them as tight as I could to the snags. It didn’t take long for the first 

bite, but  
unfortunately, I lost it. After that, though, the action 
picked up. 
 
I ended the session with six fish, losing three. 
Landed carp included a 24lb, 21lb, 19lb 12oz, and 
17lb. Just before packing down, I managed to top off 
the session with a cracking 26lb 6oz. 
 
The winning mix? 2.3mm pellets blended with 2kg of 

sweet pineapple chopped and whole boilies, finished 
off with a sweet pineapple wafter right in the middle. A great result to end the trip! 
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Shirkoak 
FISHERY  
AND B&B

Shirkirkoaoak FiFishshery, , Bethersden Roaoad, , Woooodchuhurch, , Ashshfordrd TN26N26 3P3PZ

www.shirkoakfarm.com
Follow us on Facebook 
‘Shirkoak Fishery’ 
for regular updates

For more information please call 
 Hughgh on 07973 41090973 

or 01233233 8602860279 

This beautiful tranquil 
fishery is situated 
on the outskirts of 

Woodchurch village, 
stocked with carp 

to 30lbs+ and 
Pike to 20lbs+. 

Fishing prices start at £12 
for 2 rods for 12 hours.

WHY NOT TRY A POD ? 
SSleeeeps two peoeoplple - inincluludedded is showerer, totoililetet, wasash hand basasinin, 

kettettle, toastertoaster, dodoubluble gagas rining, sinkink, microcrowave, bededlinlinen, totowels, 
cutlerery, croccrockerery & BBBBQ.  

Minimum stay is 48 hours at £130 per day for two people 
including fishing.

Night fishing is permitted by 
prior arrangement only. 
We can also offer food 
delivered to your swim, 

our full English breakfast is 
proving extremely popular!

 
OAP TUESDAYAY 

£1£10 incl. bacon roll!ll!  
Pre-b-booookinkings onlnly

Tricklebrook Fishery 



21May 2025

Jack Frost Tackle Crawley. Crawley’s 
Premier fishing tackle shop for carp 
fishing, match fishing and sea fishing.  

NEW CLOTHING SHOWROOM NOW OPEN! 
The South’s LARGEST selection of clothing and footwear. Please see our Facebook page.

WEWE BUYBUY GOOOOD 

QUQUALITYLITY SECECONDHAND 

TACKLECKLE - CALLLL FOR 
DETETAILILS

SURREY AND SUSSEX SHIMANO SERVICE CENTRE - 01293 521186 

•FREE PARKING 

•Over 400 rods on display 
•Surrey and Sussex Trakker 

 & Nash Super Centres 
•One of Sussex’s biggest 

 Superstores with 
 two floors and 
 3,500 sq.ft. 

CCMOORE Baits NOW IN STOCK
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This month’s adventure took us into Kent, to the well-known Hawkhurst Fishery. Our focus for the 
session was Dove Lake—one of the more challenging waters on the complex. With its reputation for 
being a tricky water, we knew we had our work cut out, but that’s all part of the fun.  
Hawkhurst caters to anglers of all experience levels, from complete novices to the seasoned specimen 
hunters, and Dove sits firmly at the top end of that scale. 
 
We set off on Sunday evening, ready to fish through Monday and Tuesday. The timing was tight  
earlier in the day, I’d completed my CBT motorcycle training (which I’m happy to report I passed!). 
With the certificate in hand and gear in the car, we were on the road straight after. 
 
We arrived at the fishery just before dusk, and to our surprise, we had the lake entirely to ourselves. 
That rare opportunity gave us time for a good walk around the lake to scout out the best swims. It 
didn’t take long to spot some activity—two shows in open water between the islands caught my eye 
straight away near Peg 3. That was all the convincing I needed. We quickly unloaded the gear from 
the car and set up camp. I settled into Peg 3, and Dad pitched up next to me on Peg 4, giving us both 
a good bit of water to go at and a perfect vantage across the middle of the lake. 
 
With the lake quiet, the conditions promising, and a few signs of fish already showing, we were  
hopeful the effort would pay off… 
It didn’t take long before I had some action—
around 8:00 PM, one of the rods ripped off, and 
after a short but lively scrap, I slipped the net 
under a small Grass Carp, weighing in around 8lb. 
More on him later… 
With that little bit of excitement out of the way, it 
was time to get dinner sorted. We kept it simple 
for the evening—just a couple of burgers on the go 
while Dad sorted the brews. After a long day,  
including my CBT training earlier (still buzzing 
from passing that!), a good feed and a proper cup 
of tea hit the spot. I was ready to get my head 
down and rest up for the morning. 
 
At first light, my alarm screamed into life again—
this time from the rod I’d recast the evening  
before, baited with UUrrbbaann  BBaaiittss  NNuuttccrraacckkeerr. It’s 
a new one for me, but it’s quickly becoming a  
favourite. It had already proven itself on a recent 
session at Shirkoak Fishery, and now it was doing 
the business at Hawkhurst too. 
After a spirited fight and a few powerful runs, I 
slipped the net under a stunning 18lb Ghost Carp.  
Absolutely mint condition. We got a few quick  
photos and watched her glide off into the depths—
always a buzz, especially on a tricky water like 
Dove. 
 
The morning and early afternoon went quiet after 
that, and it wasn’t until after 1 PM that I had 

Targeting Dove Lake at Hawkhurst Fish Farm.

Jim’s Journey.



another take. This time, there was no real fight at all—it 
was like reeling in a carrier bag. As I opened the net, I 
couldn’t help but laugh: the same small Grass Carp 
from the night before was looking back at me. Clearly a 
fan of the Nutcracker! 
 
I must also mention that Dad avoided the dreaded 
blank—just about! During the night, his rod ticked off 
and after a brief tussle, he landed a small Catfish, 
roughly around 3lb. Nothing to write home about in 
size, but still a bite on a tough lake like Dove. He quietly 
slipped it back into the darkness and retreated to the 
comfort of his bivvy, hoping for something a bit bigger 
as the session went on. 
 

About the Venue – Hawkhurst Fishery 
 
Hawkhurst Fishery, located in the beautiful Kent countryside, is a well-established and popular desti-
nation for anglers of all levels. The complex is 
made up of several lakes, each offering something 
a little different depending on what you're after. 
 
• Dove Lake, where we spent this session, is one 
of the more challenging waters on site. It’s known 
for its wily, hard-fighting fish and is often targeted 
by more experienced anglers looking for a proper 
test. 
 
• Quarry Lake It is a natural lake with a 12 ft 
deep hole in the middle with a gravel bed, with 
depths of 8ft around the hole and then through to 
1 to 2 ft by the edges. The bank is a combination 
of silt and stony areas. It has a reed surround and 
is home to 12 spacious jetties. You can park right 
next to some of these jetties which makes it easy 
to get your equipment out, and perfect for any of 
our disabled anglers. 
 
• Tree Lake This lake sits at 3/4 acre, and is sur-
rounded by trees. It features a large island and 
holds 8 jetties. There is an adjoining car park- fur-
thest swim is approximately 50mt. Water depth 
reaches 12ft by the car park/dam end, with shal-
lows of roughly 3ft. If you’re looking for a fun day 
target 
ing catfish and pike, then this is the lake to go for! 
 
• Main Lake is a solid all-rounder, with Carp and 
Cat Fish up to 110lb 
  
• Junior Lake and Match Lake offer great sport 
for beginners and lighter gear anglers, making the 
complex a brilliant place for families or anyone 
looking to get into the sport. 
 
The facilities on-site are also excellent, with clean 
toilets, a tackle shop, and even a café for when 
you fancy a proper breakfast or lunch without fir-
ing up the stove. Whether you're after a relaxing 
weekend or a serious go at some specimen fish, 
Hawkhurst has something for everyone. 
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GUIDED LURE & 
FLY FISHING DAYS 
WITH ANDY LUSH 

Andy offers a guiding service 
for those who want to learn 
more about ‘Lure Fishing’ 

and ‘Fly Fishing’

LURE FISHING  Fish a variety of reservoirs for Pike, Perch and 
Zander. These days are suitable for beginners and improvers who 
wish to ‘fast track’ their way to success.  Learn more about lure 
fishing, the use of boats and fish finders, or just have a FUN day with 
an experienced Predator angler.   

FLY FISHING  One of Andy’s favourite methods, Trout, Carp or Pike 
can be targeted.   

TROUT  Reservoirs or smaller stillwaters in the South East. These days 
are suitable for beginners or improvers who wish to learn ‘how to 
catch more fish’, or just have a FUN day with an experienced fly 
fisherman.  

CARP & PIKE  More anglers are looking to find exciting ways of 
catching their favourite fish. Carp off the top during the summer 
takes a lot of beating. Pike in the spring and autumn, whatever 
their size they are a lot of FUN on the fly! 

TO BOOK A DAY email: info@thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk with your 
contact phone number and Andy will call you back and discuss 
details.

01892 826041 / 07951 30451501892 826041 / 07951 304515 www.springhilltroutwaters.co.ukwww.springhilltroutwaters.co.uk

Ethan Pope. 
just a few of his 
Pike Captures 

Pevensey 
levels this 
winter pike  

season 

Oliver Carr - 26lb Cat Fish Hawkhurst

Harvey Cassidy - Catfish - PB 40lb 7oz 
Cackle Hill



Brick Farm Lakes - Herstmonceux, East Sussex 

TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS – May 2025 

Spring fishing is off to a strong start with plenty of quality Rain-
bows caught. The biggest so far—a 12lb beauty from Lake 3—was 
landed by Alan on a green damsel and safely returned, so the  
challenge is still on! 
Cooler nights have kept the trout feeding well and fighting hard. 
Top patterns include Daddies, Blue Flash Damsels, Montanas, and 
Buzzers. All three lakes have recently been stocked with fish from 
3lbs to 14lbs. 
Set across five acres, our fishery offers prime stillwater fly fishing for Rainbow, Brown, and Blue 
trout. Choose from Catch & Release or Catch & Keep permits for full, half-day, or evening sessions. 
After fishing, relax in our cosy lodge with a complimentary tea, coffee, or soup.  

• Fly Fishing Tuition – 1-to-1 or small group sessions 
• Gift Vouchers – Ideal for permits, tuition, or Shepherd‛s Hut stays 
• Stay with Us – Enjoy 20% off fishing permits when booking our heated Shepherd‛s Hut, set in beautiful countryside near  
Tenterden.

 

TETENTETERDRDEN TROUT WAWATETERS 
Coooombmbe FarmFarm, , ChChennnnellll ParkPark Roadad 

TeTenteterdrden, , Kent TN30N30 6XAXA 
We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport 

in beautiful Wealden Countryside. 
Day Permit £48 = 4 best fish 

Half Day Permit £32 = 2 best fish 
Catch & Release & 

Junior Permits available. 
Regular stocking of top quality 

Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 12lbs 
TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE 
TUITION BY APPOINTMENT 

RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER 
FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH ISLES 

Contact 07880 722868 
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk 

Easter Competition at Brick Farm Lakes 
 
Several anglers arrived bright and early at Brick Farm Lakes on 
a sunny April morning for our annual Easter competition. With 
bacon rolls served alongside the peg draw, the friendly atmos-
phere was set for a fun day’s fishing. 
 
Fished on a 3-fish ticket, this light-hearted event always draws a 
great crowd, with Easter eggs and trophies up for grabs. Brick 
Lake was a popular choice, though fish were being caught 
across all waters. A variety of flies were working, but black lures 
stood out—no surprise with the number of tadpoles around! 

 
Regular Simon Kiley kicked things off with a quick catch on Spring Lake, and several others who 
bagged up early enjoyed extra fish for fun. A hearty Ploughman’s lunch was served, followed by 
Easter treats kindly made by Samantha. 

 
Our raffle, with donated prizes including tackle bags, wine, and rods, was a hit—thank you to every-
one who contributed and took part. 
 
Len Taylor took 1st place with a 3-fish bag weighing exactly 9lb, keeping his total quiet until the final 
reveal. Mick Moody, new to fly fishing and entering his first comp, came a close 2nd with 8lb 10oz—
an impressive debut! Rob Barden won the Skittles Easter egg for the smallest bag (6lb 12oz), and 
the customary Cream Egg went to Alex Lagdon, who has a knack for  catching the smallest fish on 
comp days! 
 
Fishing’s in great shape right now—Buzzers and Diawl Bachs are doing well on bright days, and 
there’s been lovely dry fly action under cloud cover with Daddies and Emergers.  
 
We’re open daily 8am–5:30pm, with some coaching slots still available—call the Lodge for more info. 
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Spring finally felt like it had arrived as I drove 
to Lakedown. The lakes were bathed in sunlight 
with hardly a breath of wind ruffling the sur-
face. It felt good to be alive, and I was going 
fishing! In fact I wouldn’t be fishing today. I 
would be accompanying two newbies in their 
quest to learn how to catch trout on the fly. 
 
I met Jack Carrick and Nathan Baker in  
Lakedown’s ‘Tap Room’. By coincidence the 
‘Tunbridge Wells Fly Fishing Society’ [TWFFS] 
were having a club day too. The buzz of excited 
chatter from all those assembled set the scene 
for a very enjoyable day. Several club members 
offered advice to them both, which made them  
feel very welcome. Fishery manager, Ted  
Cocklin was on hand as usual to “meet and 
greet” everyone in his own inimitable way, be-
fore sending us off to find some fish! 
 
Tactics 
The first thing I did was discuss where they 
should expect the trout to be? The answer was 
obvious, where the food is! Location is key to 
success, whatever you’re fishing for. Secondly, 
at what depth should they expect the fish to be 
looking for their food? And finally, at what 
speed should they retrieve their flies? 
 
Being cold-blooded, fish activity is controlled by 
the water’s temperature. Being less than 6° ‘C’ 
the trout wouldn’t be keen to chase a fast  
moving fly. With such a low temperature, the 
fly life would still be in the larvae stage, and 
close to the bottom. So “slow and low” would 
be the best option. The bright light also needed 
to be factored in, this again meant the fish 
would most likely be staying deep. Flies  
generally don’t hatch in direct daylight! Hence 
the best fishing conditions are first and last 
light. Hence the term, “morning and evening 

rise”. Despite what non-anglers think, it doesn’t 
have to rain to catch fish! It’s just overcast 
cloudy days, with diminished light levels that 
will always produce more fish than bright days. 
 
Casting 
I had advised Jack and Nathan to have a  
casting lesson before attempting to fish. This 
they had done, being taught by my good friend 
Rob Barden at Brick Farm fishery where he 
teaches. I’ve seen it many times before, where 
an angler tries to fish while learning to cast. 
It’s painful to watch, and very frustrating for 
the angler. It’s also a wasted opportunity trying 
to catch fish, when you can’t cast properly! 
 
The fishing 
We avoided the top lake as it was still quite  
coloured from recent rain. Lake two was very 
busy, so we headed to lake three, where we 
found two adjacent swims. This would allow me 
to keep a watchful eye on proceedings and 
offer tactical advice, as and when necessary. 
 
As we arrived I noticed several anglers playing 
fish, which was very encouraging in such bright 
light. I wondered how deep the fish were, and 
what fly lines were producing? Floating,  
Intermediate or faster sinking? Making the 
right choice would control the flies depth. My 
guys eased their way into things nicely,  
gradually working through the depths. I’d given 
them a briefing earlier about what the fish were 
likely to be feeding on. I’d also told them how 
to search through the water column by  
counting down before commencing each  
retrieve. This is a vital tactic to help identify 
the “taking depth” where the fish were feeding. 
 
I got them both using similar tactics, but with 
different lines. Jack was using a full floater with 

Lakedown Trout Fishery - Burwash [TN21 8UX] 

Andy Lush - The Friendly Fisherman
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a weighted “blue flash” damsel. Nathen was 
using an intermediate line, which sinks very 
slowly at less than two inches a second. Using 
this “two-pronged approach” would hopefully 
speed up the process of finding the right “depth 
and speed” to catch fish. I’m always looking to 
identify patterns of depth and speed, once 
you’ve worked this out you can vary your choice 
of flies, as long as it has a similar construction, 
i.e. weighted, unweighted or buoyant, so it 
fishes through the same depth range. 
 
Jack was casting across the narrow channel, in 
the arm off the main body of the lake. His fly 
was landing perfectly, just short of some  
overhanging bushes, which looked very fishy. As 
the morning progressed and with no takes 
forthcoming, it looked like he needed to search 
deeper? By increasing the “count down” Jack 
started to snag reeds, as his fly entered the 
shallower margins. I suggested that rather than 
casting directly across the channel he should try 
casting along it, this would see his fly staying in 
the deepest water throughout the retrieve. First 
cast in this new direction, and like magic it 
worked, “fish on”! 

 
The fish fought very hard, which was hardly 
surprising as it was stuffed full of food, which 
obviously gave it plenty of energy. When 
“spooned” to examine its stomach contents, I 
was surprised to see it full of daphnia. Daphnia 
is a very nutritious and plentiful food source, 
not usually so abundant this early in the year! 
It’s also worth noting that daphnia is “light  
sensitive”. In bright light it goes deep, in  
overcast conditions it rises towards the surface. 
Now you can see why getting the depth right is 
so vital for success. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Several anglers had caught their limits by lunch 
time so there was now more room to move 
around. Rotating spots meant it was possible to 
avoid over fishing one spot, takes often come 
quickly after moving into a rested area. Using 
this tactic resulted in Jack catching another fish, 
this time on a ‘sinking tip line’. This change 
allowed him to vary the retrieve a lot more 
while still maintaining depth, using the floater 
had restricted him to using a very slow retrieve. 
Nathan had quietly gone about his business  
trying different flies, retrieves and rotating  
fishing spots. An unexpected tactic resulted in 
his first fish? He stopped retrieving his fly, as he 
chatted to another angler. That pause triggered 
an instant response from a following fish! With 
the “monkey off his back” he could now relax 
and enjoy the rest of the day. With that perfect 
timing, we headed off to the ‘Tap Room’ for 
lunch! 
 
The afternoon was more of the same, but both 
Jack and Nathan showed their determination to 
succeed, which was very impressive. Jack 
added another to his tally, which completed his 
limit. Natham made sure the trout didn’t get the 
better of him either. He worked his “sock off”, 
moving swims, changing flies, changing depths, 
until he finally caught another rainbow, which 
turned out to be our biggest at 3lbs. 
 
It’s worth noting that I spooned every fish. 
Those caught in the morning were full of  
daphnia, while those caught in the afternoon 
had a lot less food in them. This indicated 
they’d stopped feeding around midday and had  
resumed feeding as the light diminished, late in 
the afternoon. 
 
 
 
Until next month, tight lines. 
 
 
Andy Lush   
 

A spoonful of nutritious Daphnia

Jack lands his first Lakedown trout



 
🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉A big congratulations to Morgan Kirby-Gray, our Freshwater Informer Junior Bait Winner! At just 11 
years old, Morgan showed real skill landing a fantastic catch on a club lake. 
 
A clever combo of particle bait and a PVA bag filled with mixed boilies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Keep an eye out for more junior angling achievements in upcoming issues, and don’t forget to send in 
your own catches for a chance to be featured!

30 May 2025Junior Informer

Kindly sponsored by MFC Outdoor Store, 
Hailsham East Sussex & Fish With Carl

Send in your catch photos 
and the lucky chosen winner 

will win A super bait bundle which 
will be supplied by MFC Hailsham or 

the Signed Fish With Carl Book 

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 MFC Winner – Nathan at Beaver Farm Fishery

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 Junior Book Winner – Morgan Kirby-Gray (Age 11)  

Fish With Carl

WWIINNNNEERR

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉Huge congratulations to Nathan, who takes 
this month’s MFC Winner Prize with a stunning 
17lb 8oz Common from Beaver Farm Fishery – 
and here’s the kicker: he’s only just started  
fishing! 
 
Using a clever setup with a Mulberry pink pop-
up and a solid bag, Nathan tempted this chunky 
Common into slipping up.  
 

A proper result for a newcomer and proof that con-
fidence and the right presentation can pay off big time! 
 
Top angling, Nathan – enjoy your prize and keep those rods bent!Think 
you can beat it? Get your catches in for next month’s MFC!

WWIINNNNEERR

JJuunniioorr  

CCoommppeettiittiioonn  

WWiinnnneerrss 



31May 2025 Junior Catch Report

Finnegan Kelly (12) 20lb Pike 
Ashdown Fly Fishery, on a fire 

tiger lure

Freddie - 3lb 2oz Perch - 
Cottington Lakes Fishery 

Felix Hardie - 23lb Catfish 
Springwood Fishery

Frankie Pinfold - 10lbs  
mirror - Monk lakes

Oliver Carr - Mousehole 
lakes - 21lb's

Jacob - 13lb Common 
Carp  - Sandwich Lakes

Archie Kitchen - Martello 
Lakes - 35lb 2oz

Zac Cross - 33lb 5oz Cat 
Fish - Spring Wood Lake

SBD Hulk boilies & pellet  Prize 
Archie bags himself a 30lb mirror!

Steven Thirkell  - Quarry Lake

Greenacres Fishery
Beth - 9lb Mirror carp - 

Sandwich Lakes

Millie Bowles - Monk Lakes - 
NEW PB 26lb

Ellamay - Wylands - White 
Pop up Rig 6lb 

Fraser - 22lb Common -  
Tattershall Lakes

Greenacres Fishery -  
Common Carp  

Theo Watling 21lb Mush-
room FarmBilly (14) Pitlands 23lb

Billy (14) Pitlands 20lb & 
23lb

Zach Gibbins (12) 24lb 
Mirror Claygate
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Hi everyone, you’re joining me at the beautiful 
Pittlands Lakes Fishery. I’ve chosen to fish Lake A — 
mainly because I’m targeting the skimmers, which 
average around 2lb in here, and there’s usually a 
few bites to be had. That said, if the odd carp de-
cides to crash the party, I certainly won’t be com-
plaining! 
I’ve set up on the left bank beside the tree, partly 
for cover, but mainly because of the wind — and 
after a bit of faffing, I had a couple of rigs out and 
the bait tray sorted. 
 
Today’s Baits: 
• So Simple Baits Pure Crushed Expander 
groundbait 
• So Simple Baits Baninion 2mm Ready Micro 
Pellets 
• Red & white maggots 
• Pinkies 
• Worms 
• Bread 
• Mainline 2mm and 4mm expanders 
Rigs for the Day: 
The lake's only around two feet deep, but due to the 
wind I opted for a 0.4g slimline float, tied to 0.14 
Matrix Micron mainline, with a simple bulk of five 
no.9s and two droppers just under the float. Hook-
length was a 6" piece of 0.10 fluorocarbon, finished 
off with a maggot-style hook. 
(My second rig was identical — always good to have 
a spare ready in case of a snap-off.) 
 
The Game Plan: 
I kicked things off by feeding two lines at 12.8m: 
• One with a small ball of fluffy groundbait and 
a few pinkies/maggots. 
• The other with a slightly wetter mix, again 
with pinkies and maggots. 
Both lines plumbed up the same, meaning I could 
fish the same rig across them. On my short line (top 
kit plus three), I fed a slightly bigger ball of ground-
bait, pinkies, maggots, micros, and topped it with a 
bit of loose feed. 
 
The Action: 
Long story short — the wind got the better of me on 
the long lines. Presentation was a nightmare, and 
after one failed hook-up, I decided to sack them off 
and focus on the short line. 
After a bit of patience, I started getting a few little 
dinks on the float… then it buried — a small roach to 
start, followed shortly after by exactly what I was 
after: a lovely 2lb skimmer. 
 
I clipped on a Guru Cad Pot, fed a few pinkies and 
maggots topped with a pinch of loose groundbait, 
and went back over with a red maggot topped with 

a pinkie. Float buried again — another skimmer! 
Same process, same result — I was into a rhythm 
and the bites kept coming… until Mr. Carp rocked 
up. 
A lovely bite, no.8 elastic stretching out, and after a 
long, hard scrap, I slipped the net under a 7–8lb 
common — one of the better ones from the lake. 
 
After that, I carried on working the short line and 
nicked a few more skimmers before being inter-
rupted again by another carp. The session flowed 
like that for the rest of the day, with a final tally of 
18 skimmers and 4 carp — much better than I  
expected, especially after the bitter weather we’ve 
had lately, which has really slowed the fishing down. 
 
All in all, it was a great day out with plenty of bites, 
a good bend in the rod, and a mix of species to keep 
things interesting. 
 
Until next time — tight lines! 
Regards, 
 
FFeeaarrlleessss  FFrreeddddyy  

TThhee  DDiiaarryy  ooff  aann  MMaattcchh  AAnngglleerr 
WWrriitttteenn  BByy  FFrreeddddyy  JJooee  BBeeaannyy  PPiittllaannddss  FFiisshheerryy
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At Pi琀lands Lakes we provide Day and Night Tickets to ALL  
The onsite Bar and Restaurant is open during the season for a 
variety of hot and cold refreshments including breakfast and 
lunches, all at reasonable prices. Winter and Summer 琀mes 

vary please check with us.

Pi琀lands Lakes Angling Club 
Churn Lane 

Horsmonden 
TN12 8HL

07716 065900

Even if you’re not fishing please come and sample our 
Sunday roasts and enjoy the beau琀ful lakeside views

Scan for Website 
and more details 

Our toilets are brick‐built and open 
throughout the season, including disabled 

toilet and shower room. 
 

Night fishing is very popular and is available 
every night of the week, with just 24hrs no琀ce 

to secure a place, please call 07716 065900. 
 

We have designated kids fishing with their own 
lake complete with pole hire, nets and bait for 

all children under 16 who must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

 
There are 3 other lakes for the more experienced 

angler with Ca琀ish to 100lbs, Carp to 32lbs+, 
Bream, Roach, Tench, Crucian and Perch. 

CARAVAN CLUB SITE THAT OFFERS MEMBERS 
CARAVAN AND MOTORHOME FACILITIES

Night fishing booking from £30 per 
night and Day sessions from £10. 

Maximum 2 rods
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Elphicks has been designed and built with the modern angler in mind.
We have 7 lakes available for day ticket and session fishing. Each 
lake has it’s own parking within easy reach of the swims and all 
swims are ‘all weather’ - either built of Astroturf, stone or bark. 
Please contact the fishery for further information on any of our lakes.

Elphicks Fisheries Spelmonden Road
Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8EL

Tel: 01580 212512
email: info@elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

www.elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

Archie, North Lake 43lb Dave, North Lake 45lb Dave, North Lake 45lb J.White on North lake. 

James , North lake 
49.13

John White on North 
lake in March Jude, North Lake 42lb Lawrence Tatler 45lb 

Pullens lake

Elphicks Fishery
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Located in the heart of New Romney, Romney 
Angling is a friendly, local, family run fishing 
supplies shop that was founded in 2021. We 
pride ourselves on the hundreds of items we 
provide to fishing lovers around the country. 
Whether you’re a novice or an expert, Romney 
Angling will have the fishing products you need, 
and our friendly staff are armed with knowledge 
to provide any advice or answer queries 
you may have.  

59 High St, New Romney TN28 8AH 

01797 362889 

Info@roromneyangling.co.uk 

Opening times: 
Mon-Fri: 8.00am to 5.30pm 
Sat: 8.00am to 12.30pm 

Sunday: Closed    Bank Holiday: Closed

check out our Facebook and Instagram 
for the latest news and competitions! 

01444 247757

Cuckfield Road 
BURGESS HILL  RH15 8RE
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Denise New PB 10lb 5oz - 
Mousehole Fishery

Shaun New PB 30lb - 
Mousehole Fishery

Kevin 20lb - Mousehole 
Fishery

Jimmy 25lb -  
Mousehole Fishery

Ollie New PB 39lb 8oz - Mousehole 
Fishery

Joe timmons - 32lb 4oz - 
Kestrel lake peg 6

Steve 25lb - Mousehole 
Fishery

Kevin 26lb - Mousehole 
Fishery

Jason 23.10 - Mousehole 
Fishery

Gabriels Fishery has woken up and started the season with some great 
catches across all five lakes! 
  
Admiral Lake has been surveyed end of winter with 
some great results, we have good number of fish in late 
30ties and the lake is overall looking healthy. We have 
added some beautiful mirrors to grow on also. 
Several great specimens were banked over the last 
couple of weeks. 

  
Oak, Silver and Swallow lake are all thriving with plenty of carp as well as other species. All are suit-
able for the amateur and professional fisherman alike. We have seen plenty of good healthy fish out of 
the water from all three lakes during last month. 

  
Hare Lake is also busy with always challenging Pike residing in this water. Good 
selection of the predatory fish has been seen, I would like to remind our  
fisherman to take care with our Pike and all fish when handling please.  
  
The fishery is now open 24/7 for day tickets, Admiral lake can be booked on line. 

Our Tackle shop is now open 7 till 7. 
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Mousehole 
Lakes

NINE ACRES - THREE LAKES

BAiLiff ASSiSTAncE AvAiLABLE 
foR UnLoADing yoUR EqUiPMEnT 

To yoUR SwiM

Maidstone Road  |  Nettlestead  |  Maidstone  |  Kent  |  ME18 5HR 
07725 783405   

www.mouseholelakes.co.uk    

Kestrel Lake

Swift Lake
Swift 
Lake

KESTREL LAKE up to 3 Rods 
Day Ticket : £30 
24 hours : £45 
36 hours : £60 
48 hours : £75 

60 hours : £90 
72 hours : £105 
84 hours : £120 
96 hours : £135

5 days : £150        6 days : £165        7 days : £180 
Exclusive Hire up to 6 anglers for 48 hours : £500

KINGFISHER LAKE up to 3 Rods 

Swift Lake (Match/Pleasure) 
Up to 2 rods  
Day Ticket £10.00

Day Ticket : £20 
24 hours : £35 
36 hours : £50 
48 hours : £65 

60 hours : £80 
72 hours : £95 
84 hours : £110 
96 hours : £125

5 days : £140        6 days : £155        7 days : £170 
Exclusive Hire up to 15 anglers for 48 hours : £1,000

Mousehole 
Bait & Tackle 

is open 7 days a week for all 
your needs. Contact Joanne: 
07725 783405 for any  
bait and tackle enquiries.

CAFE OPEN 
FOOD ORDERS ARE AVAILABLE

Kingfishe
r Lake

TOILET & 
SHOWER BLOCK WITH 
DISABLED FACILITIES 

FREE shower for overnight 
& 48hr plus sessions
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Easter Half term saw plenty of anglers hitting the 
banks, but few with the same determination and 
results as Harley Williams, who’s been quietly 
making a name for himself at Brookland’s Lake in 
Dartford. 
 
Known to locals as a tricky venue, Brookland’s 
can be moody at the best of times, but Harley has 
been putting together a tidy string of sessions  
targeting the carp that live in these waters. His 
persistence and watercraft have paid off, with 
several good captures gracing the mat over the 
school break. True to form, Harley’s kept his 
cards close to his chest, but it’s clear that his   
tactics are dialled in and he's tuned into the habits 
of the lake's residents. 
 

Unfortunately, not 
every story from 
the bank is a fairy-
tale. During one of 
his sessions, Har-
ley was the victim 
of theft. Some low-
life helped them-
selves to his power 

pack and a 
few other bits 
while he was 
in his bivvy. 
It's a gutting 
moment for 
any angler—
but in classic 
style,   Harley 
didn’t let it break his stride. He shrugged it off, 
dusted himself down, and got back to doing what 
he loves. 
 
That kind of resilience is what sets true anglers 
apart. Brookland’s is a popular spot with a strong 
community, and while the incident left a sour 
taste, Harley’s continued presence on the bank is 

a reminder that passion for the sport can’t be 
stolen. 
 
And it’s not just during the school break that    
Harley’s been in form. On a warm day just re-
cently, he headed back to Dartford around 10AM 
and spotted carp up in the layers. Reading the 
situation perfectly, he cast out an 8ft zig and 
spodded a cloud of attraction using a mix of 
cloudy Munga Mix particles, Nash boilies, and 
pellet. It wasn’t long before his bobbin crept to-
ward the 
alarm, and 
after a brief 
scrap, a 
lively little 
mirror was 
on the  
mat. 
 
Sticking to 
the same 
method, Harley was soon in again—this time with 
a solid 20.3lb common that gave him a proper 
scrap before giving up the game. 
“I was buzzing,” Harley told The Freshwater In-
former. “It’s always a good feeling when a plan 
comes together.” 
 
Whether it’s bouncing back from setbacks or  
making the most of a short session, Harley’s  
proving that with the right mindset and a bit of 
watercraft, Brookland’s has plenty to offer. 

BBrrooookkllaanndd’’ss,,  BBiivvvviieess  aanndd  BBoouunnccee  BBaacckkss

FT: Harley Williams

20lb 3oz 



39May 2025



40 May 2025

 
What tremendous months of March/April on the 
weather front, with much of the country experi-
encing wall to wall sunshine for most of the time. 
The flip side of this spell has been the persistent 
and extremely cool east wind and very low night-
time temperatures. 
 
My response to these conditions is normally to 
concentrate on afternoon/early evening fishing 
and this is what I do for most of the time anyway 
these days as I find early starts are just too 
much effort unless I have good reason to believe 
that being on the water at dawn well worth it. 
Having said this, I am now considering doing the 
odd night session as the conditions improve and this is something that I frequently do during the 
spring months as I believe that it often gives me the best overall coverage of potential feeding 
times and the chance to observe the mood of the water over a 24 hour period. It allows more time 
to draw fish in onto a patch of freebies and yes, it has to be said, can be more relaxing and pro-

vides more chance to observe the wildlife and environ-
ment. It is undoubtedly a great time of year to be out 
and about on the bankside day or night and I must say 
that I am looking forward to it again. I will report on my 
progress next time.  
 
One type of story that I hope to avoid having to tell how-
ever is of how I managed to injure myself in one way or 
another, like last year while doing a night in a relatively 
unexplored area I slipped over during the early hours 
and cracked my ribs on the corner of a platform!! Very 
nasty for a while, as I felt unable to move for a couple of 
minutes. As a result of one or two incidents of this  
nature, I will 
be restricting 
my longer 
sessions to 
areas/swims 
that I know 
very well 
from day 
fishing. 

 
So far this spring I have been doing OK on the Bream, 
Tench and carp front and have managed to get some 
sort of action in all of my chosen patches. It is true 
that I have had no monsters, but I am happy that I 

A Decent Tench

Medway Man 
Bob Morris

Medway Man - May 2025 
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am doing consistently well by the expected 
yardsticks of the chosen venues. Both float and 
leger/feeder tactics are now working well, and I 
have also encountered bonus species such as 
Roach and Rudd to create a bit of extra interest. 
 
Talking of the weather conditions: the word on 
the meteorological street is that we have had a 
very dry spring so far and that some areas, 
Wales for instance have have had their driest 
March since the sixties!!  It is incredible to see 
how just a few weeks without rain can get the 
alarm bells ringing again - with droughts and 
hosepipe bans being spoken of in place of flood 
warnings. There must be a few lessons to be 
learned here. Surely, we should be trying to hold 
more water back for future use – as you can’t 
drink it once it has been fast-tracked out to sea. 
Hang on’ I can feel another episode of Pisca-
torial Politics coming on. Fortunately, there are 
now signs that the authorities are waking up 
and changing their attitude to these recurring 
problems.  Not before time, as many of us have 
been saying for years. 😊😊😊😊😊😊 
 
Best Fishes & Solutions 
 
Bob M 

Bob's Grandaughter, Clara with a Bream 
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Coarse Fisheries  Tackle & Bait Supplies 
Beaver Farm Fishery Eastbourne Road 
Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL 01342 324006 / 07710 656041

Absolute Tackle 12 Wealden Forest Park 
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ 01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Charlies Lakes 
Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH 07857 539785

Anglers Den 
6 North Road, Pevensey Bay BN24 6AY 01323 460441

Chart Hill Lakes 
Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ 07398 571337

Angling Specialist (ASH) 
29 Queen Street, Horsham RH13 5AA 01403 264644 

Chequertree Trout and Coarse Fishery 
Bethersden, Near Ashford TN26 3JR 01233 820078

A.R. Tackle 
8 Castle Street, Hastings TN34 3DY 01424 422094

Coombewood Fishery 
Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH 07895 679569

Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse Unit T 
Rich Industrial Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU 01273 933050

Elphicks Fisheries 
Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL 01580 212512

Best Buddies 
28 Martello Drive, Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6PH 01303 487144

Eureka Fishery 
Nicholas Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4AG 07597 879621

Bodle Angling 
Cuckfield Road, Burgess Hill RH15 8RE 01444 247757

Furnace Brook Fishery and Fish Farm 
Trolliloes, Cowbeech, near Hailsham BN27 4QR 01435 830835

Camos Carp Cabin 
11 Turner Street, Ramsgate CT11 8NJ 01843 581784

Gabriels Fishery 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Chris Brown Products        
email: chrisofoaks@gmail.com   www.cbproducts.co.uk         01892 723670

Gabriels Fishery 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Dens Tackle 
73 Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6JN 01303 267053

Greenacres Farm Fishery 
Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH 07933 934942

Edenbridge Angling  
132 High Street, Edenbridge, TN8 5AY                                   01732 247702

Hawkhurst Fish Farm 
Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT 01580 753813

Eastbourne Aquarium & Reptile Centre 
19-21 Seaside, Eastbourne BN21 3PP 01323 730635

Horam Manor Fishery 
Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB          01323 840889 / 07707 759364  

Henfold Bait & Tackle Henfold Lakes 
Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW 07956 043922

Horsmonden Lakes 
Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 01892 838576

Jack Frost 
Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7HB 01293 521186

Iden Wood Fishery  
Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT       01797 280180 / 07906 232225   

Gabriels Fishery Tackle Shop 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Knightingales Fishery 
Stone–In–Oxney, Near Tenterden TN30 7HA 07941 176205

Medway Tackle Supplies 
11 Twydall Green, Gillingham ME8 6JY 01634 475260

Mousehole Lakes,  Maidstone Road 
Nettlestead, Near Paddock Wood ME18 5HR 07725 783405

MFC Outdoor Store 
9 Station Road, Hailsham BN27 2BE 01323 846883

Orchard Place Farm Fishery 
Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY 01892 838576

Orchard Tackle 
58 High Brooms Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9DB 07494 670328

Pittlands Lakes 
Churn Lane, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood TN12 8HL 07716 065900

Pinions Baits 
431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB 01622 718580

Sandwich Lakes Coarse Fishery 
Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA 07936 409912

Polegate Angling Centre 
Unit 7, Birch Industrial Estate, Eastbourne BN23 6PH 01323 486379

Shirkoak Fishery 
Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 07973 410973

Romney Angling 
59, High Street, New Romney TN28 8AH 01797 362889

The Lakes at Beachborough Beachborough Park 
Newington, Near Folkestone CT18 8BW 07469 809877

Sheppey Angling, Unit 5, Regis Business Park 
New Road, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1HA 01795 661089

Tricklebrook Fishery 
Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH 07743 955812

South London Angling Centre 
286 Lee High Road, London SE13 5PJ 0208 852 4451

Willows Angling Centre 
Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham ME9 9BU 01795 520887

Sussex Bait Developments 
Falkenvil Fishery, Saltmarsh Lane, Hailsham BN27 2RJ 07971 303949

Wylands Farm 
Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU 01424 893394

The Tackle Box 
251 Watling Street, Dartford DA2 6EG 01322 292400

Trout Fisheries  Angling Clubs & Societies
Brick Farm Lakes  
Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS 01323 832615

Hastings Bexhill & District 
Postal enquiries to S.Corke, 2, The Sidings, Bexhill On Sea TN40 1RF 
 

Chris Pagan 07429 655237 / Steve Potter 07935 268174
Cinder Hill Fly Fishing Membership available from: 
Email: r.nathan@btinternet.com 01892 770903
Coltsford Mill Trout Fishery & Fly Tackle Shop 
Mill Lane, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG 01883 715666 / 07798 605867

Tonbridge & District A & FPS   
For all enquiries please email:                         info@tonbridge-angling.co.uk

Spring Hill Trout Waters 
Albans Farm, Romford Road, Pembury TN2 4BB 07951 304515

Bromley (Kent) & District AS  
PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND                                                 
Email: bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk

Tenterden Trout Waters Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden 
TN30 6XA   www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk                      07880 722868

Linton Angling Society    Jason Tuckey on 07983 56922 or 
email lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk
Wantsum Angling Association  07570 505934 
or contact via website www.wantsumaa.co.uk

Directory Listings

mailto:chrisofoaks@gmail.com
http://www.cbproducts.co.uk
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SANDWICH LAKES Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA 
email: enquiries@sandwichlakes.co.uk

Sandwich Lakes is a delightful day ticket fishery in East Kent 
situated near to the Royal Cinque Port town of Sandwich.  

Set in a beautiful countryside location, the venue caters for all 
anglers from the specialist carp angler to beginners. 

Our unrivalled facilities include: 
A waterside cafe serving hot and cold food and drinks 

Ladies and gents toilets • Plenty of free parking 
On site tackle shop for bait and tackle • Rod hire 

We can offer our visitors six coarse fishing lakes containing a variety 
of fish from silver fish to specimen carp. Matches and fishing lessons 

can be arranged by contacting our Fishery Manager Kevin Killeen. 

The lakes: 
VICTORY LAKE (1 rod £12.50) a specimen water of two acres with 
interesting island features and lily pads in the margins. Stocked with 
commons and mirrors to 35lbs along with ghost carp, tench, roach, 
rudd and specimen perch. Night fishing by prior booking available. 
KINGFISHER LAKE this pond is 0.6 acres in size and is heavily stocked with commons and mirrors to 
12lbs and is ideal for bagging up! All eight swims are wheelchair friendly with excellent access direct  
from the car park. A bridge from Kingfisher allows easy access to Victory Lake. 

MATCH LAKES - DAMSON AND VICTORIA one acre in size, each of these lakes are designed for the match angler 
having shallow margins with reeds for summer fishing and a deep drop off for light feeder work and winter fishing.  
They are stocked with a great variety of fish including carp to 16lbs and we believe these are the most uniquely designed 
match lakes in Kent! 
MEADOW LAKE one acre in size with eight marked pegs and traditional grass bank fishing, Meadow is stocked with 
scaley mirrors and commons to 14 lbs. This lake also holds large perch and roach so you will be sure to catch! 
BERRY LAKE is one acre in size and stocked with 3000 F1s, commons, mirrors, roach, rudd, perch and some large bream. 
Float and pellet tactics work well on this lake. IN the summer months, surface sport with mixers produces huge bags of fish. 

Day Ticket Prices:  
1 rod - £8      2 rods - £10      Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) - £25      Under 16s - £7      Sundowner (3pm to 7pm) - £7 

Rod hire (includes seat hire & landing net) - £6    Night fishing (by prior arrangement) 24 hours - £25  48 hours - £50 

Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024

Tel: 07936 409912 

Victory Lake

Berry Lake

Damson 
Match Lake

Meadow Lake

www.sandwichlakes.co.uk 

Holidays at Sandwich Lakes 
All bookings 
  
 
 
 
on Sandwich Lakes

We also have a CL site for Caravan 
& Motorhome Club members

30 touring pitches with 16 amp EHU, toilet and 
shower block with disabled wetroom.

Caravans and Motorhome pitches 
Caravan Club Site - £24 

Main site PITCHUP from £28 
Pitch fees include EHU & showers! 

NOW OPEN 
TRAFALGAR LAKE 

Our new specimen water - a two acre lake 
designed to accommodate the angler who 

prefers fishing a more open, weedier 
water. Trafalgar has it’s own dedicated 
car park and is bookable by ringing the 
fishery. Stocked with 60 carp ranging 

from 16lbs to 31lbs.
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