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m‘i( A 13 FISHING LAKES in the KENT COUNTRYSIDE _
, \ Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6NY

natural heauty of the Kent countryside, located just outside of the picturesque town of Paddock Wood, and only
8 miles from Maidstone. The fishery hoasts 13 lakes - 10 carp and catfish lakes and 3 match/pleasure lakes.
FULLY FUNCTIONING LAKE 13 - CARP & CATFISH WATER
SPECIMEN MATCH/

LAKES Many swims have disabled acce§s - All-weather pathways Iee}ding. all PLEASURE
DAY TICKETS around the lakes and up to each individual swim e Purpose-built toilets LAKES

g\iﬁg’*‘g‘é% located in the main car park (with hot shower) e Between Lake 3 and Lake 4 g‘,‘;’ogg"gs
48HR - £55 (toilet and sink block only) e Block constructed by Lake 7 also contains a CONCEsslorgs

(addiiom microwave, fridge and washing up facilities. 1ROD- g8

FOOD IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FROM MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER

www.orchardplacefarmfishing.co. uk

Tackle/bait/shop situated in the main car park, 2 ! :! n—-I

stocking all top bait brands including
worms maggots etc. Everything you need at

= : 1_:___ 'Tlllﬁ. ;- = # 15
VERY competitive prices. EW g I
pelitive aa

NEW TO ORCHARD PLACE FARM!
HORSMONDEN FISHING LAKES

Two beautiful lakes set in mature,
peaceful Kent countryside in an Area
ofOutstanding Natural Beauty (aonB)

Top Lake e ———
’ﬁatflsh to 85&3 Top Lake has five swims, Bottom Lake
has six and both can be fished on a

Bottom Lake | day ticket or lake exclusive booking
Catfish to 75Ibs

Anglers’ mess on site with fresh
running water, wash basin and toilet

Horsmonden 'Fishing Lakes, Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8B(
All enquiries and hookings to Orchard Place Farm Fishery on 01892 838576
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Welcome to the July edition of The Freshwater Informer

As we ease into summer, June has treated us to some glorious weather—plenty of sunshine, long evenings, and just
enough wind to keep anglers guessing! The warmer temperatures have stirred the waters, and once again, our inbox
has been bursting with your catch reports, stories, and stunning photos.

Thank you all for sharing your passion with us.This month’s issue has been a real joy to put together. We're especially
excited to welcome Elise Oxley and James “Big Fish” as guest contributors. Elise and Jamie Lock both had cracking
sessions over at Wylands, and their write-ups are packed with the energy and excitement that comes with a successful
trip.

Jim also found himself back at Wylands—this time on New Speci Lake with Katelyn.
They enjoyed a chilled-out 24-hour session. While the fish may have been elusive, the smiles certainly weren't in short

supply.

One of the standout stories this month comes from Andy Lush, who took his rods to Portugal in search of Iberian
barbel. Fishing new waters is always a challenge, but Andy’s report is full of insight and inspiration. It's a great reminder
of the joy that comes with chasing unfamiliar species in unfamiliar places.

Another real highlight has been the wave of juniors getting involved and sending in their catches.
It'’s brilliant to see the next generation falling in love with angling—these are the moments that stay with you for life,
and it’s a pleasure to share them with our readers.

As for me? | only managed a quick five-hour session, but I've been busy visiting
& venues on the motorbike with Jim, scoping out a few spots I’'m hoping to return to
& with a rod in hand.

S If you've got a venue you think we should visit, or a story to share, don't hesitate to
1 get in touch. Until next time—tight lines and enjoy every second on the bank.

Have A great month, The FWI Team.

Content
4 Fishery Reports - A round up of all the latest goings on at the regions fisheries
6 Russ Evans - Dreaming of Big Roach

16 In The Edge With Alex Coutts - Crucian Fishing in Summer!!

19 Readers Catches - including the winners of this month’s Urban Baits competition
22 Jim’s Journey - 24hr On New Speci @ Wyland Farm Fishery

26 Trout Informer
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30 Junior Informer - The next generation of Anglers share their catches
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42 Directory - Find you local Fishery, Tackle shop and Clubs

‘ @ The Freshwater Informer

email:info@freshwaterinformer.com

COPY DEADLINE for August 2025 Magazine
Friday 18th July 2025 at 5pm

are those of the contributors concerned. All images received are ac-
cepted as being true and accurate and as described.

The Freshwater Informer cannot accept responsibility for the quality of
goods or services advertised in this publication. All views expressed



Eastbourne Road (A22),

Newchapel, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6

Tel: 01342 324006
Mobile: 07710 656041
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¥ (¥
lan York 34-15 Snipe

Beawer Fishery ﬁ

rmfishery. co. uk

We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds.
Open 7am - 7pm Summer time and 7am - 6pm Winter time. Day ticket, overnight and long stays welcome.

Facilities include:
On Site Tackle Shop

9 Car Parks including
Disabled Friendly Parking

Shower/Wetroom
Disabled Friendly Toilets

Seasonal Snack Bar
with Hot and Cold Food

1 hut available for hire

Concessionary Tickets for
Junior, Disabled and OAPs

No pre-bookings taken
for swims

Win a FREE SESSION with
our Fish of the Month
Competition

Automatic Security Gates
that close at 7pm (Summer)
6pm (Winter)

24-hour CCTV
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) Book now on
e Swimbooker

This fantastic coarse fishery consists of two very well stocked lakes.
A 4 acre specimen lake stocked with big Catfish up to 50lbs, huge Carp
up to 40Ibs, big Perch up to 6lbs and beautiful Roach over 3lbs. And a 1 acre
match fishing lake teaming with a variety of species weighing up to 28lbs.

find us on facebook and instagram
FACEBOOK.COM/TRICKLEBROOKFISHERY & )

Open from 7am 365 days a year!

A UK CARP TOP 100 FISHERY - BOOK NOW!

tricklebrookfishery.co-uk

TEL 07743 955812 | 01892 835453 | EMAIL info@tricklebrookfishery.co.uk
Tricklebrook Fishery | Colts Hill | Five Oak Green | TN12 6SH

Telephone bookings are to be paid in advance and are non-refundable ¢ Credit and Debit cards now accepted

LAKE RULES

ATICKET MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FISHING . NO FIXED LEAD RIGS. ALL LEADS MUST PASS FREELY OVER LEADER

ALL NETS, UNHOOKING MATS AND WEIGH SLINGS MUST BE DRY BEFORE KNOTS. RIG CHECKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT
DIPPING IN THE DISINFEGTANT BATHS 12. RECREATIONAL DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED - IMMEDIATE BAN

NO NUTS OR PARTICLE FOLLOWS
BOILIE AND PELLET ONLY FOR SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE - ALL BAIT 13. PLEASE INFORM FISHERY MANAGEMENT OF ANY SNAGGED TACKLE

WILL BE INSPECTED OR FISH

ALL FISH MUST BE RETURNED TO THE WATER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE ~ 14. ANY FISH OVER 28LB MUST BE REPORTED TO BAILIFF
FOLLOWING CAPTURE. NO STANDING. FISH MUST BE HELD LOW OVERA  15. NO DOGS ALLOWED

MAT/CRADLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS 16. BARBECUES ALLOWED IF OFF THE GROUND
MINIMUM 15LB LINE AND NO BRAIDED MAIN LINE 17. NO BAIT BOATS

NOSACKINGIORRENANINGIORIRISH SIREEMINIEDATHEREMOVALOR 18. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN BEING
FISH FROM THIS VENUE WILL BE VIEWED AS A CRIMINAL ACT ASKED TO LEAVE AND/OR BANS WHERE APPROPRIATE AND NO REFUND
EACH ANGLER MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 42 INCH LANDING NET AND A WILL BE OFFERED

LARGE PADDED UNHOOKING MAT/CRADLE REGARDLESS OF TARGET . TRICKLEBROOK IS NOW OPERATING A ZERO-TOLERANCE

SPECIES ON SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE POLICY TO ANY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OR ABUSE
BARBLESS HOOKS ONLY TOWARDS ITS BAILIFFS AND STAFF

. NO LEAD CORE, NO FUSED LEADERS OF ANY KIND INCLUDING SAFEZONE . ALL RUBBISH TO BE TAKEN HOME
CCTV IN OPERATION
CCTV IN OPERATION OPENING TIMES
OVER WHOLE SITE SUMMER 7AM - 7PM  WINTER 7AM TO DUSK




Russ
Evans

Dreaming of Big Roach
is a big part of Catching One!

| have fished for roach all my angling life whether it be
for pleasure trips, match fishing and more of late
specimen targeting using various methods and baits.
But let’s start at the beginning of those very early days
in my teens spent fishing on the rivers of the London
Anglers Association controlled sections of the Suffolk
Stour.

Pitmore Lock in the 1970s

As on many occasions, | was awake long before the
alarm went off. The excitement of going fishing never
mixed well with a good night's sleep—my mind too
busy thinking about what kind of trip it would be and
whether | could fish my favourite swim on the Stour at
Pitmore Lock. I'd hear the alarm ringing in my parents’
room and count the buzzes before Dad turned it off—
normally on three—then came the floorboards creak-
ing, bathroom light flicking on, and finally his footsteps
to my room to check | was awake.By the time I'd
washed, dressed, and headed downstairs, Dad was
already pouring hot tea into a flask and packing sand-
wiches into our Efgeeco seat boxes, which were wait-
ing in the hallway along with rod holdall and wellies.
We'd listen for the sound of a car outside, then carry

our tackle out to greet his friend Ernie, who loved his
roach fishing, before setting off on the hour-and-35-
minute drive to Suffolk from Forest Gate where we
lived. We’'d made this journey many times, in all sorts
of weather and at different times of year, and each trip
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felt like an adventure for me—a teenager who couldn't
get enough of fishing.It was at Pitmore Lock that |
caught my first roach over a pound—a fish that
seemed enormous at the time—and a couple more
nearly matched it. That great session came from my
favourite swim, just off a bend with the river narrowing
and flowing left to right. The depth was just three feet
down the middle, where the roach liked to patrol and
feed. My setup was a split cane rod with an Abu 501
closed-face reel, which | still proudly own. Float choice
depended on flow: either a quill or straight balsa, both
fished top and bottom like a stick float.After plumbing
the depth, I'd drop the float an inch to fish just off bot-
tom and spend fifteen minutes trickling in bronze mag-
gots—just a few at a time—before presenting a
double maggot hook bait. It usually worked. The first
fish were almost always chublets, 8 to 12 ounces,
sometimes over a pound. Watching the rod bend and
guiding fish to the net was such fun. The chublet spell
lasted ten to fifteen minutes before they moved off, re-
turning in short spells throughout the day.That’s when
I’d begin preparing for roach, knowing they were there
but bullied off the bait. Once the float trotted through a
few times, | was confident the hookbait was where the
redfins fed—and the bites began to change. Soon |
was catching my target species, with that particular
day yielding a better stamp of roach pushing the
pound mark. A 2Ib roach then—and still today—is a
dream fish for many anglers. Ernie preferred the deep
section known as “the Island,” and my Dad would tell
me stories of him landing 2Ib-plus roach on bread
flake. Sadly, | never witnessed it, but the stories stuck
with me.l returned to my old swim in the 2015/2016
season, forty years later, after getting on the Pitmire
syndicate. I'd been warned things had changed, but |
wasn'’t prepared for the reality—my swim was no
longer fishable. | struggled to even find it, as it was
silted over and full of bulrushes. | stood for ten min-
utes with a lump in my throat, lost in memory. After
composing myself, | fished above the weir and caught
177 roach, from 40z to 140z. It was fantastic to know
the roach were still thriving in that stretch of river.

My Best Angling Moment
| have had many enjoyable angling moments over the
years especially during my 40 years plus match ca-
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reer, but to date | would say what happened on the
5th April 2018 will go down as my best angling mo-
ment. Two or three previous trips to Lemington Lakes
in the Cotswolds near Moreton-in-Marsh with my
much missed fishing buddy Keith Snelgrove, saw a re-
turn to the water with my wife for a 2 night stay in the
onsite lodges. It gave my wife a nice and relaxing
break whilst I filled my boots fishing Abbey Lake which
contained quality roach over the 3lbs mark and my
target was to catch my first roach over that magic 2lbs
mark. | had gone agonisingly close during a Sussex
Summer League match a few seasons earlier on the
tidal River Arun near Pulborough with the fish weigh-
ing 1lbs 15 ounces and 8 drams, that other 8 drams
had bugged me ever since and | was determined to
put that right.

At Lemington Lakes you could only fish the
lakes if you were staying on site so it never got over-
fished and being as | was fishing early Spring after a
cold Winter | was confident the conditions would be
spot on for some excellent roach action. My tackle
was a 13ft Preston Sentient rod paired up with my
Daiwa match reel loaded with 3lbs line and | set up a
Drennan 6 x No 8 pole float running line to present
double red maggot over regular light loose feeding. |
chose the corner of the lake where a cold and bitter
wind was blowing into and by stringing out the No 8
shots shirt button style it was easy to control as | was
just flicking out my set up close in and laying 6 inches
over depth to pin the bait down but also allowed my
bait to sink slowly through the layers in case my
regular loosed feeding of 6-8 maggots brought the fish
up in the water competing which at times it did.

Fishery rules meant | could not start fishing
until 8am and had to be off the water at 6pm so it was
critical | made every hour of the day count and much
to my pleasure my first bite came after twenty minutes
in the shape of a lovely redfin of 1lbs 8oz, a great start
that was only going to get better as | started to net
quality roach from 1lbs 10z up to 1lbs 100z in fact |
had 21 roach and none under the pound and to cap it
all I also had some fantastic perch all over the pound
mark with the biggest bang on 3 pounds. Time was
pressing and just after 5pm some 15 minutes after
pulling out of what | thought was a big roach, my well
battered by now pole float buried out of sight as soon
as the bait had touched bottom. | lifted into the strike,
my rod arched and a powerful fish took line before
stopping and then glided to my left before turning and
gliding to the right in mid water. It felt different to all
the other fish and when | caught the first glimpse of
this bar of silver, | could see it was a very big roach
and | went to pieces. | could hear my heart beating in
my ears and pounding in my chest as | became very
nervous that the hook which | could see in the top lip
would ping out.

My luck held out as | slipped the net pan under the
fish, the sheer elation of catching a roach so big made

me very emotional as | knew this was a special
moment in my angling career. With the roach nestling
in the net pan by the waters edge | just stared at it for

%

a couple of minutes as it turned over from side to side.
It looked well over the magic 2Ibs mark and on the
scales weighed 2Ibs 10 ounces and 4 drams, what a
fish, what a moment, what a day never to be for-
gotten.

For more fishing content please check out my
YouTube
channel Fishing Tail Films

Tight Lines
Russ Evans

REPORT ILLEGAL FISHING
'—‘ 101 For Non-Emergencies

999 If a crime is taking place

Or Tha Environmant Agency Incident Numbser;

0800 807060
" & & 4




Speci 1: The carp have woken
up and are being caught over
baited areas of sweetcorn and
pellet, or fishing PVA bags
close to the islands or inner
margins. With every fish
caught, they’re topping up the
baited area with a couple
more spombs. Perch fishing
has

rewarded anglers willing to tar-
get them, with some just shy
of 4lb. These fish have been
caught on float tactics using
worm or maggot and
consistently feeding maggots
with a catapult to keep rudd
and roach in the swim,
attracting big perch. Some
have also been caught on
small jelly lures.

Speci 2: The carp have been
coming out by fishing to
margins with solid PVA bags
or mesh bags and fruity/sweet
boilies like Cell and Pineapple.
Catfish dominate this lake and
often push carp out as they
eat anything. To target catfish,
use high-attract boilies or pel-
lets like krill or marine halibut
over a large bed of fishy-

soaked

pellet. The catfish are waking
up, with the biggest at 30Ib so
far.

Heron: Anglers have had a
cracking time catching large
mixed bags of silvers and carp
on float and method tactics.
Baits working include mag-
gots, castors, and worms over
a ball of groundbait for float
fishing, while feeder fishing
suits banded 10mm pellets.
Don’t forget surface

baits-fish are now feeding off
the top with the warmer
weather.

Kingfisher: This lake pro-
duces lovely mixed bags all
year, especially in winter. Fish
can be caught on top two pole
sections using any bait.
Bluebell: Tench are showing
in numbers with the warmer
weather. The key is to bait little
and often with a pole pot or
catapult, adding a ball of
groundbait now and then to
keep them feeding. Good-size
carp up to 10Ib have also
come out, with the odd 1lb
rudd and roach showing.

Elphicks has been designed and built with the modern angler in mind.
We have 7 lakes available for day ticket and session fishing. Each
lake has it’s own parking within easy reach of the swims and all
swims are ‘all weather’ - either built of Astroturf, stone or bark.
Please contact the fishery for further information on any of our lakes.

Elphicks Fisheries Spelmonden Road
Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8EL

Te: 01580 212512

email: info@elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

B

—

Paul Holman westend Lake.

Prairie lake

www.elphicks-fisheries.co.uk
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Sissinghurst Road | Biddenden | Kent | TN27 S8EH

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality lakes for all. There is one specimen
lake for carp up to 30lbs+ and perch to 5lbs, one specimen predator lake for carp to 30lbs+,
catfish to 60lbs+ and pike to 15lbs, one match lake with 22 purpose-built swims, one coarse lake
and finally a tench/family pond. Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower and wet room.

This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!

Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes. For the specimen lakes prices start
at £20 for the day rising to £30 for a 24hrs ticket (up to 3 rods). Lessons now available

for all ages. Gates open at 7am and close at 6.30pm (Winter hours 7am to S5pm)
SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £8 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

To book, please call or text us on 07933 934942

or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk
Email : greenacresfarmfishery@gmail.com
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New Claygate Lakes
DAY & NIGHT FISHING - TN12 9PL

For all match and pleasure bookings and enquiries
please ring Dave 07770 513448 (20 G E M
NIGHT FISHING ON ALL LAKES ’
SERVICES

PEST CONTROL AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Serving Kent and the south east
Our services include...

v Routine Servicing v Fumigation
v Rodent Control v Proofing

Call Nate on » 07400 372204
LAKE EVA - Match/Pleasure. Carp 30lb+ Tench 11lb+

Chub 5lb+ Barbel 6lb+ Perch 5lb+ Bream and other silvers

Lake Sophie match/Pleasure - Carp 16lb+ Tench 8lb+ Chub
5lb+ Barbel 4lb+ Perch 3lb+ Bream11lb+ Roach 2lb+ skimmer
Bream and other silvers

K www.newclaygatelakes.co.uk

fCIaygate Membership & Day Ticket

These lovely family owned lakes just south of
Maidstone are open all year for you to enjoy!
CLUB AND MATCH BOOKINGS WELCOME

COARSE LAKE totals 5.5 acres SPECIMEN LAKE covers 1.4 acres

Matthew Good has recently caught his ?_"
third 40-pound fish from Lake Amy,
which he has named "The JD" in
honor of regular anglers.

Claygate offers both day and night
ticket fishing, and in response to the
cost of living, they are providing a
12-month membership for all lakes.

Members can stay updated on recent
catch reports by following "Dave
Claygate" on Facebook.

For more information, interested
individuals are encouraged to visit the
website or drop by on weekends to
discuss membership.

Bookings can be made through
Swimbooker, and both card and cash
payments are accepted.

Additionally, a snack wagon is avail-
able daily, serving hot and cold
drinks and snacks, with food of-
fered on weekends.

07398 571337
OPEN DAILY 7am to 7pm (walk-ins welcome)
Night fishing available 7pm to 7am

Men's and women's restrooms
and showers are open through-
out the week.

f Chart Hill Lakes charthilllakes @

Chart Hill Road Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ
www.charthilllakes.co.uk
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Frant Lakes

Nr Tunbridge Wells
An Elght Lake Day Ticket Fishing Complex

Carp to 40lb, Perch to 4lb, Bream, Tench, Roach and more!
Purpose built complex with cafe, bait shop, toilets and showers for overnight guests
Two Specimen Lakes
Six Main Lakes ( Open Friday - Sunday for Day Ticket Fishing)
All Swims Pre-booked to ensure no overcrowding
Easy to book your lake & Swim online in advance.

Book & Pay Online (Mobile Friendly)
www.frantlakes.com - Tel: 01892616424
Hawkenbury Road, Bells Yews Green, Tunbridge Wells, TN3 9AP
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Edenbridge Angling

Your local tructed bait and tackle cupplier

P CE 4,

Si Fishes - Combe Bank John simpson -
Fishery - OMC Paella Loggies stour Va"ey -
30Ib 60z mirror

CALL UC TODAY!
01732 247702

Full Range of frech and Opening houre
frozen baite Monday 7:30am - 5:30pm
End Tackle Tueeday - 7:30am - 5:30pm
Acceccoriee Wedneeday 7:30am - 5:30pm
All Fiching equipment Thureday 7:30am - 5:30pm
Clothing Friday 7:30am - 5:30pm
Caturday 7:30am - 5:30pm
And Much More Cunday 8:00am - 1:00pm

info@edenbridgeangling@gmail.com Follow ug on
132 High Ctreet, Edenbridge. Kent, TN8 BAY

10 se:lilﬂed h:llf.ﬁ! in the Sussex countryside

Mixed ﬁnﬁe fishery with carp to mid 20s
Perfect for families and experienced anglers

_D ﬂ‘Pl in ﬂm Dusk - Only E5 per rod! Lewis Gododwin - Club Harley Williams - Brook-
“ ﬁih ﬂ ! P Water 22.51b Mirror lands Common - Snaggy

Baits

24 hour fishing
by prior arrangement
Non-members £20
th'mm‘hr:.;s £10

Annual Day Ticket membership 1 rod - £80 / 2 rods - €120
Buy a whip, bait + Day Ticket for just £15!

f Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB @
01323 840889 / 07707 759364

www.horammanorfishery.com

David Thompson - A Birthday Common - 24.05Ib
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il
swimbooker

Less Hassle. More Fishing.

We don't believe that
booking your fishing in
advance should cost extra

¥ 250+ Lakes

¥ Live Availability

¥ Catch Reports

¥ No Booking Fees

Download our free app today to %EI
see just how many fisheries agree with us Elg_%



WANTSUM ANGLING ASSOCIATION

MMarnfaals | stey - Fresr Wandsorm - Biver P

R

The Linton Angling Society - Membership Vacancies

We are a small but friendly club with beautiful lake, 2 ponds, 5 reservoirs and over 8 miles of fishing on the
River Medway and Beult. Our waters contain Carp to 32Ib, Pike 30Ib+, Tench 8lb+, Chub 71b, Perch 4lb and Roach to 3Ib,
including some good Bream and Eels. All year fishing, member's guest permits, night fishing allowed. We run over
30 matches a year and have a large junior section. Concessionary rates available for OAPs, Disabled and Juniors.

For further details contact: JASON Tuckey on 07983 569220

e-mail: lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk
www.lintonangling.co.uk

14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing:
Carp to 52Ibs 4o0zs, Tench to 12lbs 8ozs, Bream to 19lbs+,
Barbel to 15lbs 20zs, Chub to 5Ibs+, Perch to 3lbs 60zs,
Pike to 31lbs 60zs, Crucians to 4lbs 60zs and
Grass Carp to 29lbs 60zs.

Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.

WE HAVE NOW JOINED CLUBMATE

View the waters on the web
www.tonbridge-angling.co.uk

or
https:/tdafps.clubmate.co.uk/register

NEW Gold Membership £225 + £10 Joining Fee
NEW Silver Membership £85 + £10 Joining Fee

NEW Bronze Membership
OAP 66+/Student 16-18/Disabled

(Proof Needed) £45 + £10 Joining Fee

For all enquiries please email:
info@tonbridge-angling.co.uk

Molly Cooke - Koi from a Local Club Water

TONBRIDGE & DISTRICT ANGLING & FISH
PRESERVSTION SOCIETY

To mark our 150th Anniversary, we ran a Spring League over
4 matches on Haysden Lake. 24 anglers competed, with a
strong local turnout.With Roach spawning, winning bags re-
lied on bigger Bream and Tench. Going into the final round,

any of the top eight could have taken the win, but a tough day
saw most struggle.Chris King climbed to 4th with a solid final

performance. Ben Groombridge impressed throughout, finish-
ing 3rd. Andy Goldthorpe secured 2nd with three strong re-

sults, totaling 29Ib 140z.Top honours went to Medway
Tackle's Richard Taylor, who finished with 4 points and 51Ib
120z.

4 pts - 51Ib 120z
4 pts - 29Ib 140z

1st - Richard Taylor

2nd - Andy Goldthorpe

3rd - Ben Groombridge 4 pts-19lb 1oz

4th - Chris King 5 pts - 15lb 50z
Other Match Results

Feeder Match - Haysden Lake - 15th June - 18 fished

1st - Steve Twort 7lb 120z
2nd - Jim Sene 5lb 9oz
3rd - Phil Edwards 5lb 60z
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9 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex. BN27 2BE

Free parking in 100+ space carpark opposite thess
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“I've got just the thing.” was my enthusiastic
response, “Picture the scene. Weeping willows,
yellow flag iris, lily pads, and crucian carp.
What could be more summery than that?”
“That sounds perfect " replied Glen, “I'll leave
it in your capable hands...”

Capable hands I may have, the capability to
read a weather forecast, not so much! And so
here I was, to wax lyrical on the beauty of our
English summers; whilst all around was
ravaged by unforgiving winds, and sodden from
unrelenting rain.

The willows creaked and groaned, the iris
flapped and blustered like long forgotten bunt-
ing strewn along a seafront promenade.

I had more chance of suffering hypothermia
than sunburn.

A wry smile crossed my face, at least there
should still.be crucians.

I'was fortunate enough to start fishing when
crucian carp were still relatively commonplace.
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important part of our evolution as anglers. A
stepping stone between the inch long suicidal
roach and rudd that we cut our teeth on, and
the bigger, warier species such as tench, chub
and, of course, eventually carp.

Our approach was simple, but surprisingly
effective, limited only by our lack of knowledge
and the small display of fishing tackle in the
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evenings previous, I had received a call from our editor, Glen, to

Q s I arrived at the lake I couldn’t help but chuckle to myself. A few
discuss this months article. “Something summery” was his remit.

L LY
o T

our town's gun shop. The only option we had to
acquire angling equipment that was within a
cycle ride of home.

3lb Three Fish line, size 16 or 18, Mustad
hooks, crowned with the biggest, ugliest,
antenna float that our pocket money would
stretch to. The more garish coloured bands on
the stem the better, and if it took more than
half a tub of swanshot to cock, you were sure
to be the envy of all who saw you fish. Bait was
flour paste, coloured and flavoured by anything
that we could sneak out of the kitchen before
our mum'’s noticed. You name it, we tried-it.
Custard powder, cat food, cake dyes and
flavourings, and anything from the spice rack.
Some worked well as baits, others were better
suited to using as ammunition for our
catapults.

We caught fish, some of which would still rate
as national specimens, before inevitably
moving on to what we believed were bigger
and better things. Since then, populations of
true crucian carp been in steady decline,
bullied out by stockings of carp, a propensity
for hybridisation, and the fact that they make
the perfect snack for any passing cormorant,

| their numbers have plummeted.

I had almost forgotten about our early
exploits, until a chance sighting in a tackle
shop. I had popped into MFC Outdoors, in
Hailsham, for a few bits and pieces, when I

| spotted a float similar to those we used to use.

Far sleeker, and less offensively coloured than

. our antenna floats, they now carry the much

grander title of windbeater floats.

I couldn’t resist but buy one, if only for old
times sake, and it had been rolling around in
my float tube ever since, waiting to be called
upon. Well today was that day. Faced with
horizontal trees and vertical lillies, I hoped it
would live up to its name.

More concerning was the fact that the only rod
I had with me was ‘Incapability Brown’, an
antique 12ft fibatube rod with all the structural
integrity of wet spaghetti. It only gets one
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outing at year, and I thought that plucking
crucians from the margins, in calm summer
conditions, would be within its somewhat
limited ability. However, in the face of a gale I
wasn’t so sure.

I set up by some lillies and tried baiting up
with a couple of handfuls of 2mm pellet. Some
went in the water, most blew back into my face
and onto the bank behind me. Waiting for a Iull
in the wind, I tried again with a little more
success, and before too long I was fishing.
Around 4ft deep at a rod length out, I had the
windbeater shotted right down, with a no 4
shot acting as a tell-tale, less than an inch
from the hook. When a fish picked up my bait,
it would lift the tell-tale shot off of the lake
bed, causing the float to pop up and signal a
bite. That was the theory, anyway.

Through the waves, the float stirred, then
lifted. I struck. Incapability Brown immediately
capitulated, before springing back to the other
extreme and flinging the poor, unfortunate fish
off the hook and catapulting it over a nearby
lily pad. A bad workman always blames his
tools,-and I am no exception. I let forth a
tirade, using a series of adjectives to describe
the rod which, had they appeared in the orig-
inal adverts for it, would have done very little
to enhance its sales.

After a time, I calmed down in both mood and

was covered head to foot in sticky, damp

pellets, was instantly forgotten. I had /achieved
what I had set out to do.

17

More followed, and I began to hit a rhythm.
Dropping the float just past the lillies, then
following with a pinch of pellets, would bring
an almost instant bite. There was no way that
the freebies were getting to the bottom, but I
surmised that as the abundant stock of silver
fish grabbed at the pellets in the upper layers,
so they created a feeding frenzy that galvan-
ised the fish below into action. One fish be-
came two, became five, became ten. I ended
up with around twenty. All crucians, all perfect
in their own way. As lunchtime approached, 1'd
had my fill.

I began the soggy process of packing up, I was
reminded of the old saying that ‘Only mad
dogs and Englishmen go out in the midday
sun’, well maybe only anglers and idiots stand
out in the midday rain! Have a great summer.

The fishing at Pennybridge Lake is controlled by
Crowborough and District Angling
Association - details can be found at
www.crowboroughanglers.org.uk

manner, and was far more restrained when the [

next chance came. Incapability Brown re-
sponded in kind, yielding to the steady,
thumping fight of a crucian. For a fish re-
nowned for being timid and finicky, crucian
carp display a surprising degree of tenacity
when hooked. Much like with gudgeon, you
can be forgiven for thinking that you are
playing a much larger fish, as they bore away,
never wanting to give up. I was taking no

chances, and even though it was no more than §

a few ounces, I used my landing net to avoid
any last minute disasters.

And then I stood there, grinning from ear to
ear. Despite the rain, despite the wind, despite
my: limitations of tackle and ability. There
before me lay a true blue crucian carp.

The chubby face, upturned mouth, rounded
dorsal, and blush pink fins, all set against
flanks of golden scales. A timeless image of a
forgotten.era, that so many of our younger
anglers will never experience. Nostalgia is a
powerful thing, I was genuinely ecstatic at
catching such a small fish. The fact that I had
numb fingers, my hat drooped and dripped
from the rain, my clothes were soaked and I
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FRESHWATER

. U RBAN This competition is open to all species. To be in with a chance of

winning, send your catches to:
info@freshwaterinformer.com or our Facebook Page,

Eﬁ%i@ @E E@E@@ M@@@E@ @Eﬁ@@ Wﬁ@@@ﬁ Winners will receive a:

Freshwater Informer / Urban Baits Session Pack

| 2kg of Boilies 1kg Stick Mix, 500ml Liquid and Hook Baits to

match in either their Nutcracker, Red Spicy Fish, Tuna & Gar-
lic, Strawberry or Fully Loaded Range

A massive well done to Aaron, and a huge thank you to
Urban Bait for providing this brilliant prize.

Your continued support is what makes these giveaways
possible!Stay tuned for next month’s
prize — you won’t want to miss it!

Aaron Ball - Mousehole Lakes Fishery
37lb Common Carp

Ricky Walker - Hawk- Wayne Gates -
hurst Fishery 29Ib 40z Menards 36Ib
Common

Danny Moore - Elusive
Common - Beaver
Fishery

Logan Hutchison Ryan TSF Baits - PB 26lb Joe Webb - Perfect Scaly
The Pond 34Ib.20z Common - Brooklands Mirror TSF Baits

Adam Oxley - Wylands
Lake Hawkhurst Mousehole Fishery Mousehole Fishery Angling Center - 27Ib 100z

Darren Knight - Dove Alfie Foad - 24lb Mirror Rod “The Bailiff’

Common
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Absolute Taakle

All the top brands for the coarse, carp,
predator and sea angler
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01227 838724/ 07805 330854

Plenty of FREE parking right outside the door
Monday to Saturday 9am - Spm / Sunday 9am -1pm

12 Wealden Forest Park, Herne Common CT6 70LQ

Between Canterbury & Herne Bay on A231 - just 10 minutes from either!
Email: badders22000@hotmail.com

BAIT AVAILABILITY DEPENDENT ON TIDE AND WEATHER CONDITIONS




Tricklebrook Fishery

Charlie Onslow -
Trickle Brook - 31Ib
Common

Jason - New Lake -
Common

Cameron George

Pb at 25Ib

Bance landed his new

July 2025

Readers Capture’s

Mandy Ann Nichols
Mirror Carp

Emma Ettridge - Or-
chard Place Farm Lake
12 18.2Ib Ghost

Martin - New Lake 3rd
30lb in a week

Dale Green - Sturgeon
under the Strawberry
Moon

Mark Day - Sandwich
Lakes

A2 Shirkoak
\é FISI!IER(Y’a

S }&ﬁ AND B&B

WHY

NOI e T e A2 PODIE
Sleeps two people - included is shower, toilet, wash hand basin,
ettle, toaster, double gas ring, sink, microwave, bedlinen, towels,

cutlery, crockery & BBQ.

is 48.hours.at-£130.per day for.two people
inclt fishii i

£10 inc1. bacon roll!
Pre-hookings only

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ

et www.shirkoakfarm.com

‘Shirkoak Fishery’

For more information please call
for regular updates

Hugh on 07973 410973
or 01233 860279
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01293 521186

Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 THB

Jack Frost Tackle Crawley. Crawley’s

Premier fishing tackle shop for carp
fishing, match fishing and sea fishing.

0 SERVICE GENTRE 01
SURREY AND SUSSEX SHIMAN

CCMOORE Baits NOW IN STOCK ==

® Over 400 rods on display

® Surrey and Sussex Trakker
& Nash Super Centres

® One of Sussex’s biggest

Superstores with

two floors and WE BUY GOOD e T 0
3,500 sq.ft. QUALITY SECONDHAND e i

TACKLE - CALL FOR
e FREE PARKING

293 521186

ZDINP/  BRCRESTON  pHENNAN

SHIMAND i;l’ll'll FOX SRR ==l & Ficgeivonkey
L B @& S * 0%
NEW GLOTHING SHOWROOM NOW OPEN!
The South’s LARGEST selection of clothing and footwear. Please see our Facehook page.




July 2025

Q swimbooker

24HR ON NEW SPECI @ WYLAND FARM FISHERY

With a couple of spare days at the start of what a go — tossed out a few

turned out to be the hottest week of the year, 1
decided to stay local for a bit of relaxed fishing
— just me, Katlyn, and the rods.

There’s something special about not having to
travel far, especially when the goal is to slow
things down. So I booked us 24 hours on the
New Speci Lake at Wylands Farm Fishery using
the Swimbooker App — a venue I've come to
enjoy more with every visit.

The plan was simple: soak up the sun, catch a
few carp, and spend some quality time to-
gether on the bank. And that’s exactly how it
began. We arrived mid-morning and eased into
the session. The rods went out with a confident
spread — a solid PVA bag on one, a balanced
wafter over a few Spombs on another, and a
third rod rigged up especially for Katelyn. She
doesn’t have loads of experience yet, but she’s
got the enthusiasm, and that’s worth more
than anything. I
1+ ptold her it was
@~ fher job to guard
o iy fthat rod with her
llife — a task she
took very
seriously.

The swim was
soon tidy and
_comfortable,
'shaded where
.. fwe could find
|t and with
£l the bait
prepped and
tleverything
sitting just
right, we
settled in.
P Unfortunately,
the carp had
other ideas. With temperatures soaring, most
of them were cruising lazily in the upper layers,
basking just out of reach. I gave surface fishing

Chasing Shade and Stillness at Wylands

floaters and watched hope- &
fully — but even the most
inquisitive carp weren't in
the mood. It was one of
those sessions where the
water just felt still. The
kind of stillness where even
nature seems to pause for
breath.

As the sun dipped behind
the trees and the heat : —-
finally started to ease, I managed to hook into
something solid. It was a brief but intense
battle — the fish powered straight into the lilies
out front, a thudding tug followed by slack line.
Barbless hooks do their job, and this time, it
worked in the carp’s favour. I got the rig back
intact — no tackle lost, just a missed moment
and a few choice words muttered under my
breath. With the hook checked and bait
replaced, the rig was soon back out on the
spot. You never know when that golden feeding
window might open, and hope is half the game.
The night passed peacefully, and we actually
managed a good bit of sleep. By sunrise, we
were back up, kettle on, and watching the mist
lift from the surface of the lake. That early light
is something you can never quite describe — it
has to be felt. We sipped tea in the soft glow
and listened to the world wake up.

By this point, the sting of sunburn was making
itself known. I was glowing a
healthy crimson, while
Katelyn, annoyingly, looked
like she’d just returned from
two weeks in the Caribbean
— not a single sign of burn,
just tanned and cheerful. She =*
found it hilarious, of course. r?:vfir =i

Breakfast was next — the classic sausage and
bacon sarnies on the bankside stove, with a
fresh brew in hand. There’s
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some-
thing
about
hot
cuppa
and a
bacon
bap
next to
the
water
that just
can’t be p—
beaten. " Even if the fishing is
slow, those moments are gold.
The rest of the morning passed with gentle
calm. We watched the wildlife go about its
business, the ducks gliding by, a heron
standing across the water, and a bold little
squirrel who decided we were his new best
mates. He kept darting back and forth from the
undergrowth, clearly angling for a bit of left-

'Katelyn was
thrilled and
made it her
mission to
name him and

hand — she
nearly
succeeded,
% too.

fBankside Tip
‘Even with
‘good
intentions and
o5 a decent layer
of sun cream, the heat can creep up on you.
Always pack some kind of shade — whether it’s
a shelter, brolly, or even a makeshift tarp. It
makes a huge difference to your comfort,
energy levels, and how long you can safely stay
bankside during hot spells. Hydrate, rest in the
shade when needed, and keep your head
covered —

“future-you will thank you”.

L i

.......

L tidied away,

fishing, it had e ¥ been exactly
the session I needed. No stress, no
pressure, just quiet time shared with someone
special.

Sometimes, it really isn’t about the fish on the
bank. It's about being there — present, calm,
connected. And in that sense, the trip was a
complete success.

Until the next journey,

URBAN

Evayllming wa ol n devmlopid smlioly for
our e, Snly whon we one 1 00% happy
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Whe Tackle FBox

Tise Tacklabax has baen in butsness since 1083, We siock

the st carp and Spacialisl fEhing tackle and egupmant
available from ths industiies tof Brands and wa compls-

meanl that with seskng oul products rom outside the ishing
tackla industry giing yvou thad hifle sunprse of descoy- :
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TACKLE WAREHOUSE

CARP - COARSE
MATCH - SEA
FLY - PREDATOR

ER 60 |
LEADING BRANDS |

TUES - FRI
9am - 5pm

SATURDAY
8am - 3pm

01273 933050 bmt-bucke’r.co.uk
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DORSET & EAST SUSSEX ™

We're delighted to announce the appointment of two new fishery managers
at Wylands: Taylor and Ollie. Both are passionate anglers with extensive
experience in fishery and estate management, and they bring fresh ambition,
energy, and a shared vision to enhance the fishery and the overall
experience for our visitors.

Taylor has over 20 years of experience  Ollie, a lifelong angler raised on the

managing rural estates and fisheries Thames, brings 15 years of cross-
across the UK and France. A graduate of  sector experience across aquatics,
Sparsholt College in Countryside aquaculture, and conservation. He's
Management and Fisheries, he has worked with both marine and
worked on large private estates, freshwater species, run his own
managed specimen carp waters, and consultancy, and contributed to
overseen diverse wildlife and land national habitat restoration and
projects. Taylor’'s hands-on approach native species reintroduction
and deep understanding of projects. His commitment to the

conservation, fishery development, and angling community and desire to
estate operations will be instrumental elevate Wylands as a top-tier fishery
in delivering high-quality, sustainable is matched only by his enthusiasm to
angling at Wylands. meet and connect with our anglers.

We're excited for what's ahead. With Taylor and Ollie at the helm, Wylands is
set for a new chapter of excellence, conservation, and memorable fishing.
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WYLANDS
TACKLE SHOP

WHETHER YOU'RE CAMPING, FISHING, OR JUST
VISITING, DON'T MISS OUR BRAND-NEW TACKLE

OUR FRIENDLY, KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF ARE ALWAYS
HAPPY TO HELP YOU MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR
FISHING SESSIONS, WHATEVER YOUR SKILL LEVEL!

WE STOCK TOP BRANDS LIKE ESP, DRENNAN, FOX,
MATRIX, GARDNER, DYNAMITE, AND STICKY BAITS—
WITH EVEN MORE ON THE WAY!




Jonny Vagas enjoying his day
out at Lakedown Fishery

@fishingforschools fund-
raiser with Orvis and Yeti

Sample of the mixed bag at
Lakedown Trout Fishery

Stunning Condition Rainbows
Lakedown Trout Fishery

GUIDED LURE &

FLY FISHING DAYS
witH ANDY LUSH

Andy offers a guiding service
for those who want to learn
more about ‘Lure Fishing'
and ‘Fly Fishing’

a

LURE FISHING Fish a variety of reservoirs for Pike, Perch and
Zander. These days are suitable for beginners and improvers who
wish to ‘fast frack’ their way to success. Learn more about lure
fishing, the use of boats and fish finders, or just have a FUN day with
an experienced Predator angler.

FLY FISHING One of Andy’s favourite methods, Trout, Carp or Pike
can be targeted.

TROUT Reservoirs or smaller stillwaters in the South East. These days
are suitable for beginners or improvers who wish to learn ‘how to

catch more fish', or just have a FUN day with an experienced fly
fisherman.

CARP & PIKE More anglers are looking to find exciting ways of

catching their favourite fish. Carp off the top during the summer
takes a lot of beating. Pike in the spring and autumn, whatever

their size they are a lot of FUN on the fly!

TO BOOK A DAY email: info@thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk with your
confact phone number and Andy will call you back and discuss
details.
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SATURDAY 12TH JULY
RMC - Ladies Walk Section
Meet: 09:00
Fish: 10:30-14:30

Free to Enter!
Prize for all participants!

Junmiors must be U17
Juniors must have all their own
tackle.

To book a place contact Paul
Musson - 07B52284302

Brick Farm Lakes

Trout Fishery

Sel within the stunning East Sussox countryside, wa
are a family run fly fishery comprising 4 wall stocked
lakes. Almost in a secret valley of iU's own, we have
a superb cak-framed lodge for anglers and thelr
guests overlooking Brick Lake, which provides a
warm and welcome space with tea, coffee, licensed
bar and bacon sandwiches elc

1, . i
Enst Sussex BN27 4RS
Tel: 01323 832615
Mob: 07730277118

“auk
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01892 826041 / 07951 304515 4 www.springhilltroutwaters.co.uk .77
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Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road
Tenterden, Kent TN30 6XA
We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport
in beautiful Wealden Countryside.
Day Permit £48 = 4 best fish
Half Day Permit £32 = 2 best fish
Catch & Release &
Junior Permits available.
Regular stocking of top quality
Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 12lbs
TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE

Our family owned Fishery is set in picturesque Wealden countryside offering 5 acres
TUITION BY APPOINTMENT of prime stillwater fly fishing for rainbow, brown and blue trout. Choose from

RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER

FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH SLES catch/release or catch/keep permits for full day, half day and evening sessions.
Contact 07880 722868 2 : ¢ ] :
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk | Relax & kickback in our comfortable Fishery Lodge with a complimentary tea/cof-
fee/soup.

Fly Fishing Tuition - for beginners 1-to-1 or small groups.
Gift Vouchers - Ideal for fishing permits, tuition and Shepherds Hut stays.

Stay with us - Enjoy 20% off fishing permits when booking our heated
Shepherd's Hut 10 mins from Tenterden and Chapel Down Vineyard.

Check our website for info and Summer closing:
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

LAKEDOWN TROUT FISHERY & TAPROOM

Lakedown Trout Fishery is situated in a secluded Wealden valley with
scenic views & no visible sign of habitation.

The Fishery was originally designed & created in 1981 by actor & Rock
legend Roger Daltrey.

The four spring-fed lakes totalling approximately 20 acres have an
abundance of aquatic fly life.

"A visual assault on the senses. There can be no prettier fishery in this
land. Spikes of bright yellow flag decorate the banks which are thick
with beds of rose bay willow herb, bee-haunted fox gloves & spotted or-
chid. A place where wild browns & rainbows live side by side"

Lakedown Tap Room is situated on our family farm and trout fishery;
Lakedown Trout Fishery, Swife Lane,
Burwash, TN21 8UX.

Our Tap Room serves Lakedown Brewing Co. beers that we brew in Uckfield. We also serve
ine, locally produced soft drinks, cheese & charcuterie boards and locally produced snacks.

Lakedown Brewing Company is a family run, independently brewery in the heart of rural
East Sussex. We brew modern and traditional beers in cask, keg, can and bottle. We are
proud to brew the best versions of the'beers we love.

!
1 1"‘1 There’s no need.to book, turn up'and enjoy-what we have on offer!

el : ‘How to'find us — Please follow directions to Lakedown/Trout Fishery on Swife Lane.
_ ['The easiest route to Swife Lane is from the' A265 Heathfield-Road.

‘[ As the lane is narrow, please drive slowly.
) (4



This was going to be an adventure, my quest was
to fly fish for Iberian barbel. I've been unable to do
this for several years, due to the severe drought in
southern Spain. That was until very recently, when
Spain and Portugal had experienced almost biblical
amounts of rain, adding as much as 80% to the
water levels of their reservoirs!

Algueva reservoir - I'd never fished in Portugal be-
fore, but I'd heard about an enormous reservoir in
the Alentejo region that caught my attention. Al-
queva, is said to be the largest man-made reser-
voir in western Europe. You can actually hire
cruisers, houseboats and explore this inland sea.

I usually go on these adventures with my good

r-';-..'_f;-l.- "-r '_1!._-

3 E\ xporeA queva in com Ol"t and style

friends, James Gardner, Mark Bryant and Gary Col-
lins. However, this was going to be a bit of a recce,
and I didn't want Mark or Gary wasting any of their
precious holiday time, on what could easily be a
“wild goose chase”. James and I are both retired,
so we can gamble on a speculative trip. If it didn't
work out we still had another fifty weeks to take
another break. However a clash of dates meant
James couldn’t join me. So I'd be travelling alone.

Contacts - Fortunatley I have two former cus-
tomers who live in Portugal. Russell Hoad runs a
guiding service ‘Wild Fishing Portugal’. Russell is
based in Mértola in the Alentejo region and can be
contacted on Facebook. Russell has spent several
years exploring this region and can now offer ac-
cess to many unspoilt lakes and rivers. He can pro-
vide tackle for a variety of methods, including float
and feeder fishing, or lure and fly fishing. What can

you catch? Carp, tench, 5 species of barbel, zander,

black bass, channel catfish, allis shad and even
mullet. Night fishing is allowed in some areas, so

: T
A return to the Iberian peninsula was long overdue.
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Part 1 of 2

you can bivvy up. Or take advantage and stay at
his three-bedroom house, this is what I did.
Another service Russell offers is to obtain fishing
licences, this will save you wasting precious time!
My other contact, Neil Perry has settled in the Al-
garve since retiring. Although when we met up he
seemed as busy as ever! He now calls the Algarve
home, with dry summers and temperate winters,
can you blame him? Neil is a passionate angler who
enjoys fly and lure fishing, in fresh and saltwater.
Although Neil’s not a fishing guide, several of his
friends are, and his local knowledge was a great
help when I started planning this trip.

The Algarve -I started my tr|p with a few relaxing
days around the small fishing town of Fuseta,
where Neil Perry lives. One morning we drove
along the coast to Olhao and took a ferry across a
saltwater lagoon to one of the barrier islands that
protects the mainland. Most passengers were
heading to the golden sandy beaches. We however
headed to the breakwater, it runs alongside the
inlet, that flows into and out of the lagoon. We had
rods, a selection of lures, and flies, with high
hopes!

There was a scum-lane all along the boulder-
strewn breakwater, in it were scores of feeding
mullet. Beyond the scum-lane was a tide rip, a
noted bass “hot spot”. Plan A, we started casting a
variety of hard lures, surface poppers and shallow
diving minnows, without success! Plan B, I ex-
plored further down the breakwater towards the
sea. No bass there, but even more mullet! None
were particularly big, but there were thousands of
them! Plan C, I knew it was hopeless, but I had to
try. I started fly fishing, with the few mullet flies I'd
brought with me. I used a floating line with two
flies, the dropper was a floating shrimp, which held
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the small size 12 and 14 nymphs shallow enough
for the mullet to see them. BTW, all the nymphs
had a red tag, which I know mullet like, unfor-
tunately they didn’t this time!

As the evening approached, we started heading
back to the ferry dock. Not before making a few
casts around a small jetty, in a small sheltered
bay, well it looked so fishy. I was casting a shallow
suspending minnow jerkbait. This allowed me to
mix up the retrieve, with an occasional pause, fol-
lowed by a few twitches, before leaving it motion-
less. I watched its progress intently, as it swam
back towards the shore. I made casts close to an-
chored boats, mooring buoys and even shoreline
weedbeds. To my disappointment, nothing seemed
interested. That was until I started casting under
and around the wooden stantions of the jetty. In
the clear water, I saw two dark shapes tracking
my bait. I paused the retrieve, gave the lure a
twitch, then another, immediately the shapes
closed in for the kill. I was running out of line, so
continued with the twitches. To my surprise, one
fish found this irresistible, I hooked it but it came
adrift! On the next cast, the remaining fish closed
in rapidly, I had to keep twitching the lure again to
keep it interested. This time I made no mistake
and set the

ook into my
irst ever trig-
gerfish! As I
ried to unhook
it, I did a very

prising the
treble hook out
guite difficult.

. To gain more
purchase, I
gripped its
outh, a big
*mistake! Im-
medlately lts powerful jaws clamped down on my
finger, and I felt its razor sharp teeth slice a chunk
off my finger, ouch!

‘Fly fishing Algarve’ Neil put me in contact with
Marco de Sao Vicente who runs ‘Fly Fishing Al-
garve’. If you are ever in the Algarve and want to
go fly fishing for barbel, black bass and carp, or
prefer to tackle sea bass, look no further! You can
contact Marco via Facebook, or his website. Marco
is a master of his craft, a passionate angler who is
extremely knowledgeable about the fish and their
habitat, which extends to the local flora and fauna.
Before we started, Marco ran through the tackle
we would be using for barbel with a dry fly. He
recommended a 9ft #5 rod, check, obviously a
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floating line, check, leader material fluorocarbon?
Check! I've never met a fly angler with more ex-
perience of barbel fly fishing than my friends and
I, so it was good to compare tackle choices with
him. To find him using exactly the same leader
material, in the same diameter and breaking strain
was amazing! We both use ‘Seaguar Ace Hard’, for
its reliability and abrasion resistance. Although flu-
oro sinks, we rarely leave the fly on the surface
long enough for this to happen.

Marco took me to one of his secret spots, well off
the beaten track, yet within an hour’s drive of the
coast. A small un-named stream meandered
through an unspoilt valley on its way to the sea.
We clambered over fallen trees, waded through
cool crystal clear water, while all the time Marco
scanned the water ahead for signs of life. He
adopted what he called his “ninja approach”,
creeping low to the ground, using any available
cover. No treading on bam-
boo canes he warned me,
even a heavy foot fall or a
snapping branch, would be
enough to alert these wily
fish of our presence!
Suddenly he froze, then in- ;
dicated where a barbel was

lying.

Finally I was going to make
my first cast, I felt nerv-
ous, I didn’t want to stuff
up this chance. Fortunately
my black foam beetle landed close enough to
where Marco had indicated, and a feisty “small-
headed” barbel engulfed my fly without hesitation!
I was so pleased and relieved. Pleased because I'd
tied the fly myself. Relieved I'd got the “monkey
off my back”. What followed was both fascinating
and exhausting, as I watched “a master at work”.
Marco often saw fish that were invisible to me. By
the time I saw
them, they
had already
seen me and
bolted for
cover! For-
tunately I
managed to
catch two
more fish,
both were
‘gypsy barbel,
AKA mediter- : -
ranean’, another new speCIes for me.

LS

iAnother first, a m&{ﬁ

tone g PS) barbej

Until next month, tight lines.

Andy Lush,
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Fich With Carl
&« MEFC Store Prize Winner — William Ettridge

Big congratulations to William Etridge, our latest MFC Store Winner, who sent in these
hree fantastic captures from a recent session at Orchard Place Farm!William banked two
racking Carp at 12Ib and 14lb, along with a chunky 17Ib Catfish — top angling and brilliant

mfc

_ photos to match! Well done, William — a well-deserved winner! “) Keep those
utdool " catch reports coming for your chance to feature and win!
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Fish With Carl Winner: Max Fox «

Max Fox a Young regular contributor Max has smashed his personal best with a stunning
17lb Common Carp caught from Cottington’s Lakes. Max, who has featured in the Fresh-
water Informer before, continues to impress with his dedication and passion for the sport.Well
done Max — great angling and a new PB to be proud of!

Keep an eye out for more junior angling achievements in upcoming issues,
and don'’t forget to send in your own catches for a chance to be featured!
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Freddie Sadd Double Zac Brown - Hythe Canal Harvey Goodsell - 5lb Smooth
Take Brace - Perch Hound - Pevensey Bay

Theia Ayles (8) 11Ib 20z Millie Bowles - Monk Lakes
(new PB) - 27Ib 8oz Common

ancy breen - Eureka -

Theo Watling (8yrs) 21Ib 17.02Ib Common Carp

Common Mushroom Farm

Young Angler Cat Fish @ Jasper Breeze First Time Kit Breeze - Littlebourne Archie ayne? - New PB
Green Acres out with Float and Magagots Lakes - Mirror Carp 25lb 40z - Mirror Carp

Oliver Moxley - 14lb Carp Brayden Parsons - ew Hunter Perren - acob - Piddinghoe - 20[b
Feeder Fishing Elphics Fishery| | PB 22Ib - Normanshurst Tench Mirror
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Flises Fishing Adventure: A Session (o KRemember
at Wytands Féram ﬁsﬁezy

At just 8 years old, Elise Oxley is already making waves in the
world of angling.

Her recent session at Wylands Farm Fishery’s New Specimen
Lake was one to remember — not just for the fish caught, but
for the memories made between father (Adam) and daughter.

We arrived at Wylands on the 29th of May, ready for a couple of
days' fishing and some proper quality time together. The rods
were baited up with Parkerbaits and positioned carefully to the
island margins. It wasn’t long before Elise was into her first ever
mirror carp — a lovely old dark warrior of a fish at 12lb, full of ¥
character and battle scars. We named him Warrior, and he truly r*
looked the part.

Soon after, Elise was in again - this time with a beautifully clean 16lb mirror. To say she was buzzing is an
understatement. Her biggest fish of the session, though, was a pristine 18lb common that gave her a proper
scrap. Each fish was special, and every

moment was made even better by watching her grow in confidence
with every take.

While Elise was catching her first mirrors and biggest fish to date,
o Adam managed to get amongst a few himself, landing 21 carp in

! total. I was lucky enough to bank four twenties, including a lovely
271b 100z common and a 25lb 40z mirror.

“But honestly? The weight and numbers didn’t matter. Seeing Elise

| take it all in, from baiting up to playing and landing fish, was what
this trip was really about. No tablet, no TV - just the two of us and
the buzz of the alarms.”

of surprises. If you're a parent
looking to introduce your child to the joys of angling, we can’t recommend it enough.
Elise is already planning our next trip and, by the looks

of it, I'll be pllaying sgcond fiddle on the rods again. 0‘ m

And I wouldn’t have it any other way. BAIT

Based in Easthourmne, Easg Surs et
Hakirg hl.:'r&mlr'pnm: s dince |90
| bags £3.99, or 3dor £10 (bulk bags to onder)

Tiger s, XL Tiger Mums, Hemp, XL Hemp. Halze,
Maples, Mult-Sesd M, Flavoured Chick Peas

& Shelf e & PVA friend by, locsl pick up or mail order

Photos submitted by Adam & Elise Oxley
session dates: 29th-30th May,
Wylands Angling Centre — New Speci Lake.

- = & W

wroww topbrand sbalccoad - T: 07857 8813&1 - E: topbramnd LD

CATCH CULT
ANGLING MAGARZINE

CATCH CILILT IS & MULTI SPECIES MAGAZINE AIMED
AT THE ALL-ROUND SPECIALIST AMGLER
ITS ACTUALLY PRINTED ON PAPER,
JUST LIKE THIS OME!

FOR ' THE FRICE OF & GOUPLE OF PINTS
WHY NOT QGIVE CATCH CLULT A GOT

Single copioa and aubacriplions availlable TFrom:

www.catch=-cult.co.uk
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Pittlands Lakes Angling Club‘
Churn Lane

Horsmonden
TN12 8HL

| Scan for Website
and more details

PITTLANDS LAKES
07716 065900

At Pittlands Lakes we provide Day and Night Tickets to ALL

The onsite Bar and Restaurant is open during the season for a
variety of hot and cold refreshments including breakfast and

lunches, all at reasonable prices. Winter and Summer times
vary please check with us. _ s o,

CARAVAN CLUB SITE THAT OFFERS MEMBERS
CARAVAN AND MOTORHOME FACILITIES

Even if you’re not ﬁshmg please come and sample our
Sunday roasts and enjoy the beautiful lakeside views

Our toilets are brick-built and open
throughout the season, including disabled

-=_ ower room.

Mg Ly e e |arand|sav
= ﬂﬁﬂhﬂuﬂﬂ BTt '.y.r otice
! please il 07716 065900

,_11:‘ W_Ehav pnated KIds | |
- lake complete with pole hire ﬁ A m'
P all children under 16 \ iml

aCCO Jd Dy all

angler with Ca
Bream, Roa

-
-Night fishing booking from £ 0 per

_’_gp,t and Day sessions from £10.
~ Maximum 2 rods

- iy
el
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41lb 40z Common - Specimen Lake - 29Ib 40z Mirror - Specimen Lake - || Martin Smith - Specimen Lake
John Bellinger Ricky Young - 35lb Common

i L

.* 4
Harry Ford - 29.3Ib - s
Grass Carp 35lb 30z Catfish - four
trees - callum setter

Hawkhurst Fish Farm
Hastings Road, Hawkhurst, Kent, TNI8 4RT
T EI:I.!E.I.-I:I TSIB13 E: mhﬂhlwﬂﬂ.lrr.ll'uhllrm.f.uh

Cuckfield Road T
BURGESS HILL RH15 8RE T

Junior Coarse Fishing
Cpen 10am — Spim, 7 days 3 week.
o 1 4 4 4 2 4 775 7 Mo booking or experience required! 'With 3 very well stocked
ponds, it"s the perfect place for novice anglers [young or old|] to
come and enjoy the pleasure of catching a fish = or severall

Open i ng fimes: ‘We've got everything covered, from equipment hire to rod
licenoes, and our water bailiff will be there to offer assistance.

Mon-Fri: 8.00am to 5.30pm . e
Sat: 8.00am to 12.30pm g = "-f"
Sunday: Closed  Bank Holiday: Closed ; |9
= 4N
'i r@ check out our Facebook and Instagram et

for the latest news and competitions! Check www hawkhurstfishfarm.co.uk for more info!
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estBuddies

Pet and Fishing Supplies

01303 487144 s Fmian

Fresh & Frozen Bait including Lug, Rag, Squid, Crab, Bluey, Mackerel &
more...
Maggots, Casters & Worms ALL YEAR ROUND!
Boilies, Liquids, Particles, Groundbait, Method Mixes & Pellets.
Rod & Reels, Nets, PVA, Hooks, Line, Weights, Tools & Accessories

S/\IT-TECH umm e eSP NG

28 Martello Drive
@G”R” Hythe cT21 6pH MUStad

r& O30 01000

el Zoci B salesilic b ts. co Lk

T Py e www.chproducts.co.uk

QUALITY, RELIABLE TACKLE, BUILT TO LAST!

32, 36" & 42" nets avallable in plass ar carbon with 6ft handle and 3ft extension. Also available in our landing nat
range, specialist Eal & Catfish, including 60" Eel net, 60" & 72* Catfish nets and TFD (total fold down). Weigh tripod
& quadpod, rod rest systems & specialised Catfish products also in our rangs. Wa spacialisea in top class landing
ks whather fior a 5lb chub, 12lb tench, 35lb pike, 80lb carp or cat & anything else that Swims!




__B_a‘rli_CranfieId - Elphicks -

'P_r‘élrie lake - Common 271b

- Wa-ynefBenscr)n - 36lb Albino
Cat Fish. KentClub \Water

|den Wood
Fishery

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown

01797 280180
Mobile:

07906 232225

Tool

S, . 5
n 32Ib Albino Cats

5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of
woodland, containing
Carpto 30Ibs, Tench to 5lbs,
Bream to 9Ib plus Roach,
Rudd and Chub

Vehicle access/night fishing
allowed / match bookings taken

Spring Lodge | lden Wood Fishery
| Coldharbour Lane | Iden | Rye |
East Sussex | TN317UT

Hire

Woarth Hiring Better Than Buying!
High Dwality rools and plant, for domestic mnd commengio! Prajects

Worth rool hire i ready to help

make pouy prokect o sucoess. We

hawe a wast range of products ovodable for skart or long term
Emall: enquirtes@warthieohire co.uk

Phone: 0770888521

B wesi 1% Tosl Mire
- ——— e ————
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Advanced booking
available

Day & night
session fishing

5 lakes and
1.25 miles
of the
River Eden

GABRIELS
FISHERY

Toilets and
shower facilities

Camping &
Caravanning facilities

- '}! “ ﬂ""ﬁ. .
i ' ' L
SWALLOW LAKE E
& HARE LAKE F |
X 5"' i ¥
% R 5‘1»1'!’!

L -‘*
e

great for beginners

Specimen Lake
ADMIRAL LAKE
fish to 41lbs

OAK LAKE
carp to 30lbs

#
SILVER
Match Lake

Gabrlels F|shery | Marsh Green Road | Edenbrldge TN8 5PP
Bait and Tackle Shop: 01732 865355
Email: info@gabriels-fishery.co.uk

.gabriels-fishery.

PINIONS 2

FISHING BAITS

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Saturday 9am until 5pm
Sunday 10am until 4pm

01622 718580

431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB
(Only 5 minutes from M20 Junction 5] Ample free parking

i |'I.|’-'.|[';|'“|.Pp I'I"i P

ﬂ?ﬂné 545ﬂﬂﬁ

nf';;rr-ri:H- -
g t'_ o AL J

N CRAFTY
CATCHER

Ll PEE ST RO 8 TTSTATT AvTT eI
dulnlonianiystzits
www.pinionsfishingbaits.co.uk
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BAILIFF ASSISTA

- Mousehole
Lakes

§wift Lké (atch/PIeasure)
Up to 2 rods
Day Ticket £10.00

KESTREL LAKE up to 3 Rods

Day Ticket : £30 60 hours : £90
24 hours : £45 72 hours : £105
36 hours : £60 84 hours : £120
48 hours : £75 96 hours : £135

5 days : £150 6 days : £165 7 days : £180
Exclusive Hire up to 6 anglers for 48 hours : £500

KINGFISHER LAKE up to 3 Rods

Day Ticket : £20 60 hours : £80
24 hours : £35 72 hours : £95
36 hours : £50 84 hours : £110
48 hours : £65 96 hours : £125

5 days : £140 6 days : £155 7 days : £170
Exclusive Hire up to 15 anglers for 48 hours : £1,000

CAFE OPEN
FOOD ORDERS ARE AVAILABLE
Mousehole R

Bait & Tackle

is open 7 days a week for all
your needs. Contact Joanne:

07725 783405 for any
bait and tackle enquiries.

TOILET &
Maidstone Road | Nettlestead | Maidstone | Kent | ME18 5HR SHOWER BLOCK WITH

DISABLED FACILITIES
07725 783405 FREE shower for overnight
www.mouseholelakes.co.uk & 43t pls session
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sussex Fishing Gurus Tackie Maisie’s Lake

By James Bigfish Lock

A Week to Remember at Wylands

Earlier this spring, the Sussex Fishing Gurus embarked on their
biggest adventure yet—an 8-day, 7-night session on the famed
Maisie’s Lake at Wylands Farm, and what a week it turned out to
be. The team set their sights on two of the UK's most hard-fighting
species: catfish and carp. With a strong plan, varied tactics, and
good banter to carry them through, every angler walked away with
new personal bests, aching arms, and unforgettable memories.

The Mission: Big Cats and Beautiful Carp

Maisie’s Lake, one of Wylands' premier venues, has long held a
reputation for its resident catfish and quality carp, but no one ex-
pected just how productive this session would become. The Sus-
sex Fishing Gurus were hoping for a few bites and perhaps a PB
or two. What they got was nothing short of epic.

Throughout the session, the lake gave up a total of 18 catfish,
ranging from a cheeky 3Ib all the way up to a monstrous 65Ib,
caught by team member Kieran—a fish that shattered his previous
personal best and set the tone for the rest of the week. Every
member of the group managed to improve their UK catfish PBs, a
testament not only to the lake’s stock but also to the team's stra-
tegic approach and dedication.

Catfish Tactics That Delivered
The catfish were clearly feeding hard, and the Gurus tested a
range of approaches to find what worked best. Although a few
3 cats were caught on varied rigs,

J _' the standout tactic was a

! snowman boilie rig and double
halibut pellets, presented over a
“H generous bed of free offerings.

~ This classic method, combining
| smell, size, and staying power,
« proved deadly effective.

"The key," one member said,
"was keeping the feed going in
little and often. Once the fish
arrived, we kept them interested
without overdoing it."

@ The team worked hard to main-
= tain their baiting strategy across
the week, regularly topping up swims with oily halibut pellets and
broken boilies to keep the big whiskered residents grubbing

around. Once the bites started coming, they rarely slowed down.

Personal Bests and Personal Battles

It wasn’t just Kieran who enjoyed success—every member banked
a catfish over their previous UK best, with the bulk of the fish rang-
ing between 20Ib and 40Ib, and a few punching well above that.
Night-time proved particularly productive, with screaming takes
under the stars and some long, hard battles that left the anglers
more exhausted than the fish.

“There were moments,” one angler laughed, “where | honestly
didn’t know if | was winning the fight, or just along for the ride.”

Carp in the Mix

While the cats stole the show, the carp fishing was far from quiet.
Over the week, the group landed seven carp, with weights be-
tween 8Ib and 23Ib, topped by a beautiful 24lb mirror. These fish
came to more delicate tactics—smaller hookbaits like wafters and
trimmed-down boilies fished over pellets and light particle beds.

The team knew that
scaling down would be
necessary to tempt the
carp in a lake where
bait-heavy cat tactics
can dominate, and
their adaptability paid
off.

“Getting the balance
right was tricky,” one
angler said. “Too much
bait and you’d draw the cats in; too little and the carp weren’t inter-
ested. Once we found the sweet spot, the carp started coming.”

The Spirit of the Trip

Beyond the fish, it was the spirit of the trip that made it special.
The week was filled with camaraderie, laughter, shared tips, and
endless cups of tea. From early morning coffee debriefs to mid-
night run chaos, it was a proper angling experience—where suc-
cess was shared and every take, whether landed or lost, was
celebrated.

A couple of anglers even turned the trip into a mini-cook-off, bring-
ing along BBQs, slow cookers, and their best bank-side culinary
creations. Good food, better friends, and bent rods: what more
could you want?

Looking Ahead

As the week came to a close, rods were packed away with reluc-
tance, and lines reeled in for the last time. Every angler left with a
full camera roll, a few sore muscles, and a new appreciation for
what Maisie’s Lake can offer.

“We’ll definitely be back,” the group agreed. “Maisie’s gave us
memories we won't forget. But more than that, it gave us motiva-
tion. We're already planning the next one.”

With venues being discussed, tactics refined, and PBs now reset,
the Sussex Fishing Gurus are raring to go again. Whether it's cats,
carp, or something completely different, one thing’s for sure—this
group knows how to make the most of their time on the bank.

Final Word L
To any anglers [
considering a [
trip to Wy-
lands, Maisie’s
Lake deserves &
a spot on your
hit list—
especially if
you've got a
score to settle
with a big
catfish. And if
you're lucky
enough to
share the lake with a crew like the Sussex Fishing Gurus, you'll
leave with more than just fish on the mat—you’ll gain a proper
fishing experience.

Tight lines and wet nets,
From all at Sussex Fishing Gurus.
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TACKLE SHOP

www.fishontackle.co.uk
OPEN MON - SAT 8:30am -530pm

SOUTH EAST BIGGEST TACKLE SHOP!

ARP SPECIALISTS « MATCH FISHIMG SPECIAL F.T‘-_':
" L, MY & BEDCHAIR SHOWYSROOM « THE BEST. FR L':." EST MAGGOT. PINKIE & SOUATT
o M HOUSE COOKED PARTICLE + FRESH IN HOUSE TURMED L \STER
« PREDATOR SPECIALIST « REDS DEMDROBEAMNA & LOBS LIF"* 1KG SACKS
o BIGGEST RAMGE OF LURES IM THE S0OUTH EAST  « BIGGEST RA, huEL’_FI LOTHIMG [0S TO 4350
« LURE DEMO TAME » PLENTY OF FREE PARKIMNG
o WD FLOORS OF ALL THE LEADING BRARNDS « FRIENDLY EXPERT ADVICE

§ (@) FisHON TACKLE SHOP
@ WWW FISHONTACKLECOUK Q_ 01892450217 [ SALES@FISHONTACKLE.CO.UK
QFORSTAL BUSINESS PARK - MAIDSTONE ROAD - PADDOCK WOOD - KENT - TN12 6PY

- E 22 PENN tw 'E:i-HiI'I'lI:IHEI e 3
-EEE:LIEF 3'5'-_ Eﬂtfl“h 4 (1 eter o [lAFELE
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As I was saying in the last issue, I have been looking forward to the opening night’s session of the new
river season on 16th of June and I must say that although I would love to now report that it did not
disappoint, I can’t, because it sort of did.

I was even considering cancelling it as a reconnaissance visit the previous week had shown that the
river was not at its best and desperately in need of some rain and despite a few storms and heavy
showers it was looking a bit sluggish and on top of this I had heard that the fish were still spawning on
a couple of the stretches that I was considering. Always a bit of a lottery on the first week or two of
new season. Anyway, I went ahead and fished for the opening eight hours - as tradition would dictate.

Although several good fish had moved in my chosen swim during the hours of darkness, I only man-
aged one belting take, which I missed completely at 2am and a couple of ‘chubby’ taps just after first
light - it was all very quiet. Will this put me off? Not a bit, in fact I can’t wait to get back and give it

- » . another go,

preferably after a bit of extra flow has started. Forecasts don’t look good
for this however, but this will not stop me from trying several other swims
"fon the same stretch shortly. The prospects for drought

"W conditions seem strong now with various water companies predicting
hosepipe bans /shortages etc. Surely, they can’t have got it wrong can

I have to say that I thoroughly enjoyed being back on the river, soaking
i 8 up the atmosphere again. I was serenaded by a pair of Tawny Owls during
_"q.i!" the night while the sight of two young deer

ﬁt arriving for a drink soon after dawn raised my spirits and elevated the
L session considerably. I am indeed very fortunate to enjoy my surround-
ings in this way, and it also means that every trip is unique and has its
¥ own charms.

e

Fortunately, I don’t have to give up my day
job in the form of my tench efforts and I'm
pleased to say that this is still going rather
well with most visits producing action and
multiple catches of up to eight fish in a
session being frequent.

Unfortunately, the only water that was likely
to give me a chance of getting a larger fish
has yet to produce for me and is currently
becoming a bit of a grudge match between
us — particularly as I normally do well there
and I'm not used to

blanking.
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One of my favourite trips recently was when I took my six-year-old granddaughter ‘Clara’ on a visit to
a well-stocked pool and was delighted to witness the landing of her first two carp. We did not weigh

Best Fishes & Se

Bob Morris

2nd Book Still Available
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Coarse Fisheries

Tackle & Bait Supplies

Beaver Farm Fishery Eastbourne Road
Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL

01342 324006 / 07710 656041

IAbsolute Tackle 12 Wealden Forest Park
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ

01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Charlies Lakes

IAnglers Den

Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH 07857 539785|6 North Road, Pevensey Bay BN24 6AY 01323 460441
Chart Hill Lakes IAngling Specialist (ASH)

Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ 07398 571337]29 Queen Street, Horsham RH13 5AA 01403 264644
Chequertree Trout and Coarse Fishery A.R. Tackle

Bethersden, Near Ashford TN26 3JR 01233 820078|8 Castle Street, Hastings TN34 3DY 01424 422094

Coombewood Fishery
Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH

07895 679569

Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse Unit T
Rich Industrial Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU

01273 933050

Elphicks Fisheries

Best Buddies

Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL 01580 21251228 Martello Drive, Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6PH 01303 487144
Eureka Fishery Bodle Angling
Nicholas Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4AG 07597 879621|Cuckfield Road, Burgess Hill RH15 8RE 01444 247757

Furnace Brook Fishery and Fish Farm
Trolliloes, Cowbeech, near Hailsham BN27 4QR

01435 830835

Camos Carp Cabin
11 Turner Street, Ramsgate CT11 8NJ

01843 581784

Gabriels Fishery
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP

07730 066088

Chris Brown Products
email: chrisofoaks@gmail.com www.cbproducts.co.uk

01892 723670

Gabriels Fishery
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP

07730 066088

Edenbridge Angling
132 High Street, Edenbridge, TN8 5AY

01732 247702

Greenacres Farm Fishery
Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH

07933 934942

Eastbourne Aquarium & Reptile Centre
19-21 Seaside, Eastbourne BN21 3PP

01323 730635

Hawkhurst Fish Farm
Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT

01580 753813

Henfold Bait & Tackle Henfold Lakes
Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW

07956 043922

Horam Manor Fishery
Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB

01323 840889 / 07707 759364

Jack Frost
Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7HB

01293 521186

Horsmonden Lakes

Gabriels Fishery Tackle Shop

Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 01892 838576|[Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088|
Iden Wood Fishery Medway Tackle Supplies

Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT 01797 280180 / 07906 23222511 Twydall Green, Gilingham ME8 6JY 01634 475260
Knightingales Fishery MFC Outdoor Store

Stone—In—Oxney, Near Tenterden TN30 7HA 07941 1762059 Station Road, Hailsham BN27 2BE 01323 846883
Mousehole Lakes, Maidstone Road Orchard Tackle

Nettlestead, Near Paddock Wood ME18 5HR 07725 78340558 High Brooms Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9DB 07494 670328]

Orchard Place Farm Fishery
Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY

01892 838576

Pinions Baits
431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB

01622 718580

Pittlands Lakes

Polegate Angling Centre

Churn Lane, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood TN12 8HL 07716 065900|Unit 7, Birch Industrial Estate, Eastbourne BN23 6PH 01323 486379
Sandwich Lakes Coarse Fishery Romney Angling

Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA 07936 409912[69, High Street, New Romney TN28 8AH 01797 362889
Shirkoak Fishery Sheppey Angling, Unit 5, Regis Business Park

Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 07973 410973|New Road, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1HA 01795 661089

The Lakes at Beachborough Beachborough Park
Newington, Near Folkestone CT18 8BW

07469 809877

South London Angling Centre
286 Lee High Road, London SE13 5PJ

0208 852 4451

Tricklebrook Fishery
Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH

07743 955812

Sussex Bait Developments
Falkenvil Fishery, Saltmarsh Lane, Hailsham BN27 2RJ

07971 303949

\Willows Angling Centre
Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham ME9 9BU

01795 520887

The Tackle Box
251 Watling Street, Dartford DA2 6EG

01322 292400

Wylands Farm
\Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU

01424 893394

Mud Pigs
Unit 1, Browns Lane, Uckfield, T22 1TUN

07494 785273

Trout Fisheries

Angling Clubs & Societies

Brick Farm Lakes
\Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS

01323 832615

Hastings Bexhill & District

Cinder Hill Fly Fishing Membership available from:
Email: r.nathan@btinternet.com

01892 770903

Postal enquiries to S.Corke, 2, The Sidings, Bexhill On Sea TN40 1RF

Chris Pagan 07429 655237 / Steve Potter 07935 268174

Coltsford Mill Trout Fishery & Fly Tackle Shop
Mill Lane, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG

01883 715666 / 07798 605867

Tonbridge & District A & FPS
For all enquiries please email:

info@tonbridge-angling.co.uk

Spring Hill Trout Waters
IAlbans Farm, Romford Road, Pembury TN2 4BB

07951 304515

Bromley (Kent) & District AS
PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND
Email: bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk

Tenterden Trout Waters Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden

TN30 6XA www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

07880 722868

Linton Angling Society
lemail lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

Jason Tuckey on 07983 56922 or

Wantsum Angling Association
or contact via website www.wantsumaa.co.uk

07570 505934
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Sandwich o T,

Coarse Fishery <98 07936 409912

Sandwich Lakes is a delightful day ticket fishery in East Kent /VWOPE/V
situated near to the Royal Cinque Port town of Sandwich. WAF/ILGAR LAKE

Set in a beautiful countryside location, the venue caters for all
anglers from the specialist carp angler to beginners. Our new specimen water - a two acre lake

Our unrivalied Licilities include: designed to accommodate the angler who

A waterside cafe serving hot and cold food and drinks pr@fe? fl:hllng ?] mqr,e open'dwjgdlerd
Ladies and gents toilets ® Plenty of free parking water. Irafalgar has its own dedicate

On site tackle shop for bait and tackle ® Rod hire car park and is bookable by ringing the

We can offer our visitors six coarse fishing lakes containing a variety fishery. Stocked with 60 carp ranging
of fish from silver fish to specimen carp. Matches and fishing lessons from 16lbs to 31lbs.

can be arranged by contacting our Fishery Manager Kevin Killeen.
me lakes: Victory Lake X
VICTORY LAKE (1 rod £12.50) a specimen water of two acres with - . :
interesting isIand_ features and lily pads.in the margins. Stocked with ~ § - P .'.;I..r‘ﬁ_ J [
commons and mirrors to 35lbs along with ghost carp, tench, roach, s
rudd and specimen perch. Night fishing by prior booking available. Wi, il J &

KINGFISHER LAKE this pond is 0.6 acres in size and is heavily stocked W|th commons and mirrors to
12lbs and is ideal for bagging up! All eight swims are wheelchair friendly with excellent access direct
from the car park. A bridge from Kingfisher allows easy access to Victory Lake.

= MATCH LAKES - DAMSON AND VICTORIA one acre in size, each of these lakes are designed for the match angler

@l having shallow margins with reeds for summer fishing and a deep drop off for light feeder work and winter fishing.

They are stocked with a great variety of fish including carp to 16lbs and we believe these are the most uniquely designed
match lakes in Kent!

MEADOW LAKE one acre in size with eight marked pegs and traditional grass bank fishing, Meadow is stocked with
W scaley mirrors and commons to 14 Ibs. This lake also holds large perch and roach so you will be sure to catch!
o ¥ N BERRY LAKE is one acre in size and stocked with 3000 F1s, commons, mirrors, roach, rudd, perch and some large bream.
MCONEICH Float and pellet tactics work well on this lake. IN the summer months, surface sport with mixers produces huge bags of fish.
Day Ticket Prices:

1rod-£8 2rods-£10 Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) - £25  Under 16s-£7  Sundowner (3pm to 7pm) - £7
Rod hire (includes seat hire & landing net) - £6  Night fishing (by prior arrangement) 24 hours - £25 48 hours - £50

Holidays at Sandwich Lakes

30 touring pitches with 16 amp EHU, toilet and

All bopl;ings shower block with disabled wetroom.
% T:.h Caravans and Motorhome pitches
‘-' l.. 2 _:‘ Caravan Club Site - £24 W SARAVAN AND
eATCHUpP LD MR AIUE AR e 24 We also have a CL site for Caravan

on Sandwich Lakes Pitch fees include EHU & showers! & Motorhome Club members

www.sandwichlakes.co.uk




www.freshwaterinformer.com

BODLE

@ = shi ng U
OPEN DAY

SUNDAY 27TH JULY 2025

~ DISCOUNTS ~ 9AM - 3PM  FREEPRIZEDRAW
. FREE BBQ BAR VIP GUESTS

HUGE DISCOUNTS + OFFERS + TRIPLE POINTS

BODLE ANGLING, CUCKFIELD ROAD, BURGESS HILL, RH15 8RE




