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At Orchard Place Farm you can surround yourself in the 
natural beauty of the Kent countryside, located just outside of the picturesque town of Paddock Wood, and only 

8 miles from Maidstone. The fishery boasts 13 lakes - 10 carp and catfish lakes and 3 match/pleasure lakes. 
FULLY FUNCTIONING LAKE 13 - CARP & CATFISH WATER 

Carp to 49lb+

www.orchardplacefarmfishing.co.uk
Tackle/bait/shop situated in the main car park, 

stocking all top bait brands including 
worms maggots etc. Everything you need at 

VERY competitive prices.

MATCH/ 
PLEASURE  

LAKES 
DAY TICKETS 
2 RODS - £10 

CONCESSIONS 1 ROD - £8 

SPECIMEN 

LAKES 

DAY TICKETS 

AVAILABLE 

24HR - £30 
48HR - £55 

(additional charge 

for 3rd rod) 

Many swims have disabled access • All-weather pathways leading all 
around the lakes and up to each individual swim • Purpose-built toilets 

located in the main car park (with hot shower) • Between Lake 3 and Lake 4 
(toilet and sink block only) • Block constructed by Lake 7 also contains a 

microwave, fridge and washing up facilities. 

FOOD IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FROM MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER

Orchard Place Farm Fishing
13 FISHING LAKES in the KENT COUNTRYSIDE 

Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6NY 

01892 838576 or 07860 608218 Catfish to 112lb+

 Top Lake has five swims, Bottom Lake 
has six and both can be fished on a 
day ticket or lake exclusive booking 

Anglers’ mess on site with fresh 
running water, wash basin and toilet 

New to Orchard Place Farm! 
Horsmonden Fishing Lakes

Carp 
to 38lbs

Top Lake 
Catfish to 85lbs

Bottom Lake 
Catfish to 75lbs

Two beautiful lakes set in mature, 
peaceful Kent countryside in an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

Horsmonden Fishing Lakes, Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 
All enquiries and bookings to Orchard Place Farm Fishery on 01892 838576 
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goods or services advertised in this publication. All views expressed 

are those of the contributors concerned. All images received are  
accepted as being true and accurate and as described.

Welcome to the November edition of The Freshwater Informer  
 

With the clocks going back at the end of the month, I’ve finally caught up with all the photos that have been sent 
in. Please keep them coming! Inevitably, the banks get quieter this time of year, but there are still some good fish 
to target—it might just be a little trickier, with smaller fish and fewer baits possibly being the key. 
 
This month, we welcome Jim and Freddy back. Both have been busy with work, college, and enjoying life to the 
fullest—something I personally love to see.  
Alex has kicked off his first perch session of the year with some fantastic results on the local club waters.  
Meanwhile, Andy Lush paid a visit to Elphick’s to further his angling knowledge, experimenting with different 
float methods and the floating feeder, finding success as usual. 
 
Russ has been targeting roach and perch, and you can also check out his YouTube channel for inspiration and tips 
from his sessions. 
 
As always, a massive thank you to each and every one of you who reads, shares, and supports The Freshwater  

Informer. I’m working hard behind the scenes to grow the magazine and 
bring you even more great content in the months ahead. 
 
If you’ve got a venue you think we should visit, or a story to share, don’t 
hesitate to get in touch. Until next time—tight lines, and make the most 
of every second on the bank.

Have a great month, The FWI Team. 
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26lb 11oz Mirror - Specimen 
Lake - Lee Marston

Matt Ilott - Quarry Lake

John Archenoul  - Quarry 
Lake

27lb 12oz Common -  
Specimen Lake -  

Oscar Green

27lb Catfish - Rob Ledsham 
- Quarry Lake

Ron Daivs - Quarry Lake

Tricklebrook Fishery

Charlie young had 9x carp in a 36 hour session with the biggest coming in at 33lb

Dan Hesmer - Triclebrook -  
New Lake - 25lb 2oz PB

Alfie Keetch - Tricklebrook - 32lb 
common

Lee landed his new PB at 31.4lb 
on New lake - Tricklebrook

NEW PB
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TEL 07743 955812 | 01892 835453 | EMAIL info@tricklebrookfishery.co.uk 

Tricklebrook Fishery | Colts Hill | Five Oak Green | TN12 6SH
Telephone bookings are to be paid in advance and are non-refundable • Credit and Debit cards now accepted

This fantastic coarse fishery consists of two very well stocked lakes. 
A 4 acre specimen lake stocked with big Catfish up to 50lbs, huge Carp 

up to 40lbs, big Perch up to 6lbs and beautiful Roach over 3lbs. And a 1 acre 
match fishing lake teaming with a variety of species weighing up to 28lbs.

LAKE RULES
1. A TICKET MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FISHING 

2. ALL NETS, UNHOOKING MATS AND WEIGH SLINGS MUST BE DRY BEFORE 
DIPPING IN THE DISINFECTANT BATHS 

3. NO NUTS OR PARTICLE 

4. BOILIE AND PELLET ONLY FOR SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE - ALL BAIT 
WILL BE INSPECTED 

5. ALL FISH MUST BE RETURNED TO THE WATER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
FOLLOWING CAPTURE. NO STANDING. FISH MUST BE HELD LOW OVER A 
MAT/CRADLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS 

6. MINIMUM 15LB LINE AND NO BRAIDED MAIN LINE 

7. NO SACKING OR RETAINING OF FISH IS PERMITTED. THE REMOVAL OF 
FISH FROM THIS VENUE WILL BE VIEWED AS A CRIMINAL ACT 

8. EACH ANGLER MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 42 INCH LANDING NET AND A 
LARGE PADDED UNHOOKING MAT/CRADLE REGARDLESS OF TARGET 
SPECIES ON SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE 

9. BARBLESS HOOKS ONLY 

10. NO LEAD CORE, NO FUSED LEADERS OF ANY KIND INCLUDING SAFEZONE 

11. NO FIXED LEAD RIGS. ALL LEADS MUST PASS FREELY OVER LEADER 
KNOTS. RIG CHECKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT 

12. RECREATIONAL DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED - IMMEDIATE BAN 
FOLLOWS 

13. PLEASE INFORM FISHERY MANAGEMENT OF ANY SNAGGED TACKLE 
OR FISH 

14. ANY FISH OVER 28LB MUST BE REPORTED TO BAILIFF 

15. NO DOGS ALLOWED 

16. BARBECUES ALLOWED IF OFF THE GROUND 

17. NO BAIT BOATS 

18. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN BEING 
ASKED TO LEAVE AND/OR BANS WHERE APPROPRIATE AND NO REFUND 
WILL BE OFFERED 

19. TRICKLEBROOK IS NOW OPERATING A ZERO-TOLERANCE 
POLICY TO ANY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OR ABUSE 
TOWARDS ITS BAILIFFS AND STAFF 

20. ALL RUBBISH TO BE TAKEN HOME 

OPENING TIMES 
SUMMER 7AM - 7PM    WINTER 7AM TO DUSK

find us on facebook and instagram
.

7

Book now on 
Swimbooker



6 November 2025

But not just any day, this was a day of firsts. My 
first Perch trip of the year. A new season, a new 
water, a new challenge, a new adventure full of 
anticipation and expectation. I had visited the 
lake earlier in the year, fishing for some of the 
other species that reside in its depths.  
Conversations with other anglers had revealed 
the presence of perch, and good ones at that. 
 
 I try hard not to have a favourite species,  
preferring instead to fish with the seasons, but I 
do find myself wishing away the dog days of 
summer so that I may turn my attention to 
these bold, enigmatic predators. Punks of the 
subsurface world, spiked dorsals in place of  
mohawks. 
 
 As is often case when I start a new campaign, I 
arrived at the lake with an armful of tackle, a 
head full of ideas, and very little concept of how 
to connect the two. 
 
 The first challenge was the depth. A great deal 
of my perch fishing is carried out at fairly  
shallow commercial fisheries where the margins 
are typically under 3ft deep. This pool, and a 
couple of others that I intend to fish over the 
coming months, differs in that it is over 4ft deep 
at the rod tip, dropping away to a maximum 
depth of almost 20ft in its centre.  Presentation 
wise, a light leger, or feeder rig, might be the 
better option but for various reasons I prefer to 
float fish when I can. To that end, I had picked 
up a couple of in-line bobber floats from Fish-On 
in Paddock Wood. Arguably more suited to 
rivers, I felt that they might give me an edge on 
deeper stillwaters. The next thing to address 
was loose feed. Many far better perch anglers 
than myself bait with a mix of maggots and 
chopped worm to attract the perch. I prefer to 
bait for silver fish, my rational being that their 
activity attracts the perch, which in turn scatters 
the bait fish, leaving my hookbait as the only 
meaningful piece of food. Ordinarily this would 
take the form of a cloud mix, or over wetted 
groundbait. Ideal for shallower waters, but 
maybe less ideal for the depths in front of me. 
With the added bonus of the lake not containing 
carp, the scourge of many a perch trip, I opted 

for micro pellet in the hope that a reasonable 
amount would make it to the bottom. Hookbaits 
were less confusing, raw king prawns. A bait 
that has proved very successful for me,  
especially where gudgeon, a favourite food of 
perch, are present. 
  
 Location wasn’t an issue. Perch love cover and 
with almost every swim fringed by lillies it was 
simply a case of setting up in a fairly central 
position. In between tackling up my rods I fed a 
steady stream of pellets either side of the pads 
nearest to me. The idea behind using two rods 
was that it would allow me to explore the differ-
ent depths and double my chances. The reality 
is that any more than one rod spreads what  
limited ability I do have too thinly, and at best, 
makes me half as good. A point that was  
reinforced when I was too busy focusing on the 
left hand float 
as the right 
hand one sailed 
off under the 
lillies.  
 
 Bite missed, 
lesson learned, 
I rearranged 
things so that 
my floats were 
inline with each 
other. Even 
though they 
were only a 
short way 
apart, either 
side of a couple of pads, there was a  
difference of nearly 2ft in depth, such was the 
steepness of the drop-off.  
 
 Senses heightened, attention focused, I was 
better prepared the next time a float dipped. It 
was the deeper water rod that moved first. A 
firm bite met with an equally firm strike, paired 
with a rush of adrenaline as the familiar head 
shakes of a big perch sent pulses up the line. I 
quickly bundled it into the landing net and 
pulled back the mesh to reveal my bristling 
prize. And what a prize it was. Large mouthed, 

IInn  TThhee  EEddggee  WWiitthh  AAlleexx
“The rising sun clawed its way above the 
treeline. Another dawn, another day.”
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stepped shoulders, sail like spiked dorsal with 
bold black stripes giving way to a white  
underbelly, all framed with fiery orange fins. I’ll 
often weigh the first few fish from a new water 

to help get my 
eye in, and in 
this case I was 
glad that I 
did. 2lb 4oz of 
perfect  
predator. A 
great start, 
and I hoped, 
a positive 
sign of things 
to come.  
 
 No sooner 
had I  
returned the 
first, than 
the second 
float was 
away. An  
almost  

mirror image of the first 
fish, just two ounces lighter. 
 
 This set the tone for the day. Brief periods of 
intense action with lulls of up to a couple of 
hours in-between. I got the impression that the 
two early captures were ‘residents’ of that  
particular set of lillies, whilst subsequent  
captures were probably patrolling swaggers  
attracted by the silver fish activity. Perch tend 
to shoal by year class, and this was borne out 
by my captures. Starting with a brace of twos, 
the next action came from some fish in the 1lb 
4oz - 1lb 12oz 
class, before 
another two 
pounder graced 
my net. All the 
while I was 
keeping up a 
steady stream of 
micro pellets 
going into the 
swim.  
 
Interestingly, the 
majority of the 
bites were 
coming from the 
shallower side of 
the pads.  
It wasn’t all plain 
sailing. I was 
missing far more 
bites than I was 

happy with. Partly down to trying to juggle two 
rods, partly down to the depth, and partly 
down to the fact that perch are seemingly able 
to give unmissable bites that are infinitely  
missable. Numerous times the float was 
dragged under with purpose, only for me to 
strike into thin air. Very frustrating! My great 
start was in danger of becoming a mediocre 
finish, and when a single solitary magpie 
swooping across the lake coincided with me 
missing yet another bite, I was very close to 
calling it a day. Thankfully, as I stood and  
pondered my next move, a second flapped by. 
One for sorrow, two for joy. I quickly saluted,  
turning my attention back to the water just in 
time to see the remaining float sink from view. 
With fate on my side, I had little to fear, and 
even though the fish made the sanctuary of the 
pads, my confidence in landing it, stood  
undiminished. As it came free I could see it 
was another good fish, in fact probably the 
best of the day. This was confirmed when it 
pulled the needle around to 2lb 8oz. A lovely 
long fish that is sure to be pushing the 3lb 
mark as the winter progresses. I could have 
stopped there, but with only a couple of  
hookbaits left, I decided on one last cast. This 
time the bite was barely perceptible. A slight 
shimmy followed by a slow draw to the left. I 
struck, expecting nothing, but once again the 
rod hooped over.  I could see the flash of a 
large perch in the evening sun, twisting and 
turning as it rose to the surface in a flurry of 
spray. Even bigger than the last. 2lb 12oz of 
glowering menace, a perfect example. The 
smallest of bites for the biggest of fish, and a 
wonderful way to round off my first Perch trip 
of the year  Alex 



8 November 2025



9November 2025



10 November 2025
Elphicks Fishery - Kent

Elphicks has been designed and built with the modern angler in mind.
We have 7 lakes available for day ticket and session fishing. Each 
lake has it’s own parking within easy reach of the swims and all 
swims are ‘all weather’ - either built of Astroturf, stone or bark. 
Please contact the fishery for further information on any of our lakes.

Elphicks Fisheries Spelmonden Road
Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8EL

Tel: 01580 212512
email: info@elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

www.elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

Paul Kent 42.2lb North Lake

James Flashman 26lb Prairie 

Matt Robbo 27lb Prairie lake

Daniel Hesmer Kettles lake 
20.2lb

Adam Brend 41.8lb Prairie 
lake

Charlie White Prairie Lake 33lb

Facilities include: 

On Site Tackle Shop 

9 Car Parks including 
Disabled Friendly Parking 

Shower/Wetroom 

Disabled Friendly Toilets 

Seasonal Snack Bar 
with Hot and Cold Food 

1 hut available for hire

Concessionary Tickets for 
Junior, Disabled and OAPs 

No pre-bookings taken 
for swims 

Win a FREE SESSION with  
our Fish of the Month 

Competition 

Automatic Security Gates 
that close at 7pm (Summer) 

6pm (Winter) 

24-hour CCTV

We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds. 
Open 7am - 7pm Summer time and 7am - 6pm Winter time. Day ticket, overnight and long stays welcome.

Eastbourne Road (A22), 
Newchapel, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6HL 
Tel: 01342 324006 
Mobile: 07710 656041 

Email: 
beaverfarmfishery@live.co.uk 

Facebook: beaverfishery

www.beaverfarmfishery.co.uk 
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Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes. For the specimen lakes prices start 
at £20 for the day rising to £30 for a 24hrs ticket (up to 3 rods). Lessons now available 

for all ages. Gates open at 7am and close at 6.30pm (Winter hours 7am to 5pm) 

SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £8 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality lakes for all. There is one specimen 
lake for carp up to 30lbs+ and perch to 5lbs, one specimen predator lake for carp to 30lbs+, 

catfish to 60lbs+ and pike to 15lbs, one match lake with 22 purpose-built swims, one coarse lake 
and finally a tench/family pond. Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower and wet room.  

This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!

To book, please call or text us on 07933 934942 
or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk 

Email : greenacresfarmfishery@gmail.com

GREENACRES FARM FISHERY

Sissinghurst Road | Biddenden | Kent | TN27 8EH
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Mark Day - River Pike - Great 
Start to The Pike Season

Steven Beech - Lachett 
Lake - 35lb Wels Catfish

Jack Hurst - Dartford Lakes 
(Main) 8lb 4oz Tench

Alex Coutts - Penny Bridge  
2lb 8oz Perch 

Michael Ridley - Private river - 2.2lbs Chub

Leo Thompsett - River Medway - 12lb Zander

Peter Cave - 40lb PB Catfish - Monk Lakes

Stuart & Connor Roome - Charlie's lake 
Ashford - Left 34lb Right 29lb

5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of
woodland, containing

Carp to 30lbs, Tench to 5lbs,
Bream to 9lb plus Roach,

Rudd and Chub

Spring Lodge | Iden Wood Fishery
| Coldharbour Lane | Iden |  Rye |

East Sussex |  TN31 7UT

Vehicle access/night fishing
allowed / match bookings taken

Iden Wood
Fishery

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown 

01797 280180
Mobile:                                              

07906 232225
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In order to fish any of our specimen lakes you must become a member first.  
To do this simply continue with your catch booking then upon arrival of the venue 

we will sort out your membership and issue you a  
membership card. We have been asked to 
add multiple tiered memberships by you 

amazing anglers so that’s just what we’ve 
done!

The fishery is located at More House Farm 
Lunce's Hill, Wivelsfield RH17 7RE 

 
For a map and further directions to find More House Farm please go to our contact page.

More House Farm Fishery 

More House Farm is a rapidly expanding 
fishery set in the beautiful Mid Sussex 

countryside. It currently boasts five lakes. 
They are all set in very tranquil surroundings, 

bordered almost entirely by open country 
side. 

 
We also have Two new Specimen carp lakes 

called Oaks and Dogwood that were built June 
2020 and opened October 2021. Oaks has 5 

pegs on it with carp ranging from 15lb – 33lb. 
Dogwood has 11 pegs on it separated by  

islands we have 18 tench and carp ranging 
from 8lb – 32 lb and already the lakes are 

showing great promise and as soon as the  
Pictures come in I will make a new section on 

the website for them.

www.mhff.co.uk
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WE HAVE NOW JOINED CLUBMATE 
View the waters on the web 

www.tonbridge­angling.co.uk 
or 

https://tdafps.clubmate.co.uk/register

 
For all enquiries please email: 

info@tonbridge­angling.co.uk

14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing: 
Carp to 52lbs 4ozs, Tench to 12lbs 8ozs, Bream to 19lbs+, 
Barbel to 15lbs 2ozs, Chub to 5lbs+, Perch to 3lbs 6ozs, 

Pike to 31lbs 6ozs, Crucians to 4lbs 6ozs and 
Grass Carp to 29lbs 6ozs. 

Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.

NEW Gold Membership    £225 + £10 Joining Fee 
NEW Silver Membership    £85 + £10 Joining Fee   

NEW Bronze Membership 
OAP 66+/Student 16-18/Disabled 
(Proof Needed) £45 + £10 Joining Fee

The Linton Angling Society - Membership Vacancies
We are a small but friendly club with beautiful lake, 2 ponds, 5 reservoirs and over 8 miles of fishing on the 

River Medway and Beult. Our waters contain Carp to 32lb, Pike 30lb+, Tench 8lb+, Chub 7lb, Perch 4lb and Roach to 3lb, 
including some good Bream and Eels. All year fishing, member’s guest permits, night fishing allowed. We run over 

30 matches a year and have a large junior section. Concessionary rates available for OAPs, Disabled and Juniors. 
For further details contact: Jason Tuckey on 07983 569220 

e-mail: lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk 

www.lintonangling.co.uk

Fishing Clubs

Tonbridge & District Catch Report 
The Old Ballast Pit is fishing very well even though the 

water level is low. Plenty of quality Carp being caught. The 
Pike fishing has also been productive with plenty of fish 

coming out to low double figures. 
Haysden Lake continues to produce good bags of Roach 

with the odd Bream and Tench included. Some really good 
quality Roach have been caught on waggler tactics on 

Barden and the odd big Carp to just over 40lb. 
Match weights have been good on the Sportsground  

section of the river with some terrific bags of Roach and 
Bream. 

The Pike league has been well attended and plenty of 
smaller fish being recorded. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

MATCH RESULT  
 

Tonbridge V Edenbridge Haysden Lake - 
19/10/25 26 fished 

Edenbridge : Odd peg numbers 
Tonbridge   : Even peg numbers 

 
Top 3 weights counted from each team. 

 
EDENBRIDGE    -  36lb 11oz 

 
Peg 27 - Ian Lindsay              17lb   0oz 
Peg 25 - Andy Gouldthorpe     9lb   8oz 
Peg 29 - John Hewitt             10lb   3oz 

 
TONBRIDGE      -  37lb 12oz 

 
Peg 10 - Mick Smith              14lb   6oz 
Peg   6 -  Paul Reddy             12lb 12oz 
Peg   8 - John Cooper           10lb   6oz 
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Harley Williams - 35lb PB  
Elphicks Fishery

James Lee - Sandwich 
Lakes - 26lb 4oz Mirror

Paul Lambert - Syndicate 
Water - 32lb 3oz Common 

Steven Beard - Sandwich 
lakes - 26lb 10oz

James Lee - Sandwich 
Lakes - 26lb Common

Colin Brown - Lake Winsor 
- Cottington Lakes 15lb 

Archie Coombs - Mill lake - 
15.2 Mirror Carp

Jack Keutenius - Stour Vallex 
- 20lb 14oz - Common Carp

Jack Keutenius - Stour Vallex 
Complex - 26lb 6oz - Mirror

Ryan Hemsley - Elphicks 
plantation lake -32lb 1 oz

Colin Brown - 32lb Lake Heron  - Cottington Lakes

Ian Trim - Monks Lake - 
Bridges - 18lb 5oz Ghost

This competition is open to all species. To be in with a chance 
of winning, send your catches to: 

info@freshwaterinformer.com or our Facebook Page, 
 Winners will receive a: 

 
FFrreesshhwwaatteerr IInnffoorrmmeerr / UUrrbbaann  BBaaiittss Session Pack 
2kg of Boilies 1kg Stick Mix, 500ml Liquid and Hook Baits 
to match in either their NNuuttccrraacckkeerr,,  RReedd  SSppiiccyy  FFiisshh,,  TTuunnaa  &&  

GGaarrlliicc,,  SSttrraawwbbeerrrryy  oorr  FFuullllyy  LLooaaddeedd  RRaannggee  
 

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣

🎣

🎣

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 Winner’s Spotlight 🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣

🎣

🎣

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣A huge congratulations to 
Colin Brown on landing a stunning 32lb carp from Lake 
Heron, Cottington Lakes — our Urban Bait Prize Winner! 

 
Your continued support is what makes these giveaways 

possible! Stay tuned for next month’s  
prize – you won’t want to miss it! 

FFiisshh  ooff  tthhee  MMoonntthh  PPrriizzee  WWiinnnneerr
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Hi all, 
 
I managed to squeeze in a quick 24-hour 
session on the bank with Katelyn, slotted 
neatly between college, work shifts, and mak-
ing the most of the last of the good weather 
on the motorbike. It’s certainly been a busy 
few months, so it felt great to finally unwind 
and get the rods back out again! thank you to 
Si Fishes filling my space whiles I was away  
 
We decided to fish Rosie’s Lake at Wylands, 
and before setting up we made a quick stop at 
Tesco to grab a few bits for our evening meal. 
On the menu this time was chilli-spiced pork 
belly with crushed potatoes finished in butter 
and garlic, served with Moroccan couscous. 
We’ve been experimenting with simple but 
tasty bankside meals that don’t take much ef-
fort — and this one definitely hit the spot! Un-
fortunately, I tucked into it before 
remembering to take a photo… but trust me, 
it was absolutely delicious and surprisingly 
easy to prepare and cook on the bank. 
 
When we arrived at the lake around 2pm, it 
was overcast and breezy, so we opted for a 
swim with a bit of shelter while the wind 
pushed nicely toward the island. With the 
bivvy set up and everything packed neatly 
away in case of rain, we turned our attention 
to the rods. Two were positioned toward the 
island and one was fished down the margin. 

All three rods were set up on my trusty D-
rigs, with baits carefully chosen to match the 
hatch and maximise our chances. On one rod, 
I used Urban Baits Nutcracker, a firm, nutty-
flavoured wafter that’s perfect for tricky spots 
or clear water. Its subtle aroma draws carp in 
without spooking them, and the firm texture 
allows it to sit naturally on the rig while still 
giving the fish a satisfying bite. 
 
The other rod was baited with Parker Baits OG 
Fish, a classic go-to. Its mix of fishmeal and 
natural attractors creates a strong scent trail, 
ideal for tempting wary carp. Fished as a 
match-the-hatch wafter over crushed and 
whole boilies, it develops a subtle feeding 
zone around the hook that proved very  
productive during the session. 
 
The margin rod saw a bit more experimenta-
tion, switching between different baits but al-
ways fished over a mix of pellet and crushed 
boilie. The combination worked well: the Nut-
cracker targeting cautious, late-feeding fish, 
while the OG Fish attracted more confident, 
roaming carp. 
 
It didn’t take long for the action to start — 
within a couple of hours, the Nutcracker rod 
was away, producing a lovely common carp. It 
was a rewarding early result and a real con-
fidence booster, as the dreaded blank was 
quickly off the cards. I’ll admit, when fishing 
with a magazine article in mind, that thought 
of a blank always plays on my mind — it can 
definitely change how you fish. But with that 
first fish safely in the net, the pressure lifted 
and we could finally relax and enjoy the 
session. 
 
With fresh confidence, I re-cast the rod 
clipped perfectly to the mark — and it landed 
beautifully on the same spot, setting us up 
nicely for what was shaping up to be a good 
night ahead. 
But, being true to my fishing, the night turned 
out to be a quiet one. As morning broke, I 

A Quick 24 Hours on Rosie’s Lake, Wylands
Jim’s Journey.
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managed to hook into another fish — a mirror 
carp — but unfortunately lost it right at the 
net. It wasn’t a big one, but it would have 
been a nice addition to the session. That 
turned out to be the last bit of action for us, 
but we didn’t mind. 
We made the most of the calm morning, en-
joying a relaxing bankside brunch and a few 
cups of tea, just soaking in the peace and 
quiet before packing up. By early afternoon, 

everything was tidied away and ready for the 
lift home. It had been a well-deserved night 
under the stars — a perfect little reset before 
college kicked off again on Monday. 
 
 

For anyone thinking of visiting Wylands 
Rosie’s Lake, it’s worth noting they offer pods 
for hire, which are a great option if you don’t 
fancy bringing your bivvy or it’s your first 
overnight fishing session. These lakeside 
glamping pods provide direct access to the 
water and are available for hire at £50 per 
night. They offer a comfortable alternative to 
traditional bivvy setups, allowing you to enjoy 
the fishing experience with added comfort. 
Staying in a pod at Rosie’s Lake not only  
enhances your fishing experience but also 
provides the comfort and convenience of 
modern accommodation amidst the serene 
countryside. 
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GUIDED LURE & 
FLY FISHING DAYS 
WITH ANDY LUSH 

Andy offers a guiding service 
for those who want to learn 
more about ‘Lure Fishing’ 

and ‘Fly Fishing’

LURE FISHING  Fish a variety of reservoirs for Pike, Perch and 
Zander. These days are suitable for beginners and improvers who 
wish to ‘fast track’ their way to success.  Learn more about lure 
fishing, the use of boats and fish finders, or just have a FUN day with 
an experienced Predator angler.   

FLY FISHING  One of Andy’s favourite methods, Trout, Carp or Pike 
can be targeted.   

TROUT  Reservoirs or smaller stillwaters in the South East. These days 
are suitable for beginners or improvers who wish to learn ‘how to 
catch more fish’, or just have a FUN day with an experienced fly 
fisherman.  

CARP & PIKE  More anglers are looking to find exciting ways of 
catching their favourite fish. Carp off the top during the summer 
takes a lot of beating. Pike in the spring and autumn, whatever 
their size they are a lot of FUN on the fly! 

TO BOOK A DAY email: info@thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk with your 
contact phone number and Andy will call you back and discuss 
details.

YYoouunngg  GGuunnss  oonn  tthhee  BBaannkk  
Young Ollie Hakeman and his mate Nyall Flisher have 

been putting in the hours over at the Orchards Lake 
complex, stretching their legs and getting amongst 

some cracking fish along the way. Great angling from 
these two lads — ones to watch for the future! 
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Lakedown Trout Fishery & Taproom - Check Facebook for June Events 

01892 826041 / 07951 30451501892 826041 / 07951 304515 www.springhilltroutwaters.co.ukwww.springhilltroutwaters.co.uk

TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS, CHENNELL PARK ROAD,  
TENTERDEN, KENT TN30 6XA 

 
Our family owned Fishery is set in picturesque Wealden countryside offering 5 
acres of prime stillwater fly fishing for rainbow, brown and blue trout.  
 
Choose from catch/release or catch/keep permits for full 

day, half day and evening sessions. Relax & kickback in our comfortable Fishery Lodge 
with a complimentary tea/coffee/soup.   

Fly Fishing Tuition – for beginners 1-to-1 or small groups.  

Gift Vouchers – Ideal for fishing permits, tuition and Shepherds Hut stays. 

Stay with us – Enjoy 20% off fishing permits when booking our heated Shepherd‛s Hut 10 
mins from Tenterden and Chapel Down Vineyard.  

 
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

LAKEDOWN TROUT FISHERY & TAPROOM 
 
Lakedown Trout Fishery is situated in a secluded Wealden valley with 
scenic views & no visible sign of habitation. 
 
The Fishery was originally designed & created in 1981 by actor & Rock 
legend Roger Daltrey. 
 
The four spring-fed lakes totalling approximately 20 acres have an 
abundance of aquatic fly life.    
 
"A visual assault on the senses. There can be no prettier fishery in this 
land. Spikes of bright yellow flag decorate the banks which are thick 

with beds of rose bay willow herb, bee-
haunted fox gloves & spotted orchid. A place 
where wild browns & rainbows live side by 
side"  
 
Lakedown Tap Room is situated on our 
family farm and trout fishery; Lakedown 
Trout Fishery, Swife Lane,  
Burwash, TN21 8UX.  
 
 Lakedown Brewing Company is a family run, independently brewery in the heart of rural 
East Sussex. We brew modern and traditional beers in cask, keg, can and bottle. We are 
proud to brew the best versions of the beers we love.  
 
There’s no need to book, turn up and enjoy what we have on offer! 
As the lane is narrow, please drive slowly. 

TETENTETERDRDEN TROUT WAWATETERS 
Coooombmbe FarmFarm, , ChChennnnellll ParkPark Roadad 

TeTenteterdrden, , Kent TN30N30 6XAXA 
We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport 

in beautiful Wealden Countryside. 
Day Permit £48 = 4 best fish 

Half Day Permit £32 = 2 best fish 
Catch & Release & 

Junior Permits available. 
Regular stocking of top quality 

Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 12lbs 
TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE 
TUITION BY APPOINTMENT 

RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER 
FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH ISLES 

Contact 07880 722868 
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk 
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Hardly a month goes by without me describing the 
weather at the beginning of an article. Despite 
what we’d like to think, the weather not only af-
fects the fish's behaviour and whether they want to 
feed or not, it often, more than we’d like to admit, 
affects our methods and presentation. 
 
When writing articles I think the difficult days 
make for a more interesting and informative piece. 
If plan A works, why would you change? However, 
when plan A, and possibly B don’t work, you really 
get to see, and hopefully understand the process 
of how to work through the presentation and tac-
tics to solve the problems, and ultimately catch 
fish! 

 
Trials and tribulations fishing the pellet 
waggler. 
I arrived at the lake on a humid morning; it was 
one of those mornings when the surface seemed 
thick and oily. I headed to an area that would put 
me downwind when the forecast wind finally ar-
rived. 
 
To start the session, with no wind, I chose a 7g 
pellet waggler and cast halfway across the finger 
bay I was fishing. I fed 8mm pellets and immedi-
ately saw carp swirling on the surface, so it was no 
surprise when my float shot under and line fizzed 
off the reel. First fish in the net, what a way to 
start a session. I imagined this was going to be the 
start of a hectic feeding spell, but it was not to be. 
Although the carp were being drawn to my loose 

feed, they were not interested in my hookbait, de-
spite being set within a foot of the surface; I 
couldn’t go any shallower. My hook length was six 
inches long and my float was six inches long too. 
My solution was to insert a rolled-up piece of bread 
flake into the latex hook band. This had the effect 
of the hookbait settling on the surface for a few 
moments before slowly sinking. Instantly the sur-
face erupted, a fraction of a second later line was 
screaming off my reel, result! 
 
Shortly after this the wind arrived, and the fish dis-
appeared. I tried to draw them back, but the gusts 
of wind made it impossible to keep the loose feed 
and float together long enough to catch fish. My 
next option now was to cast across the bay to the 
far margin. This area is unfishable from that bank 
which makes it a safe zone for the carp and an 
area that always holds a few fish. Despite my best 
efforts, my original 7g float just wasn’t heavy 
enough to beat the wind; I was dropping well short 
of the far margin. Rummaging through my tackle 
box, I found a 14g Drennan pellet waggler; I could 
now reach the far margin if I was brave enough. 
The next problem was I couldn’t catapult the 8mm 
pellets far enough. So my next move was to feed 
11mm pellets; even these were falling short.  
The solution was to replace my float with a Korum 
floating feeder, loaded with a sloppy groundbait, 
which I’d mixed with 50% water and 50% fish oil. 
This had the immediate effect I’d hoped for, as 
carp swirled just downwind in the slick. Two or 
three casts later, I switched back to the waggler; 
as it landed, it plunged under, “carp on.” My plan 
had worked. However, subsequent casts didn’t 
have the same effect; if I didn’t get a bite within a 
minute, the float was dragged out of the carp's 
safe zone by the line drag. The window of oppor-
tunity was very small.  
 

Andy Lush - The Friendly Fisherman

Pellet wagglers come in a variety of shapes and sizes

Korum floating feeders 

Whether to fish, and the weather?



25November 2025

My next problem was that the sloppy groundbait 
had pulled loads of roach into the area. They were 
attacking my 8mm hookbait like piranhas! To dis-
courage them, I upped my bait size to 11mm, 
something I’d not tried before. Every time the 
bites slowed, I recast the loaded floating feeder; 
on reflection, I was using it very much like a 
miniature spomb; the effect was the same. When 
the wind eased, as it did occasionally, my float 
stayed where I intended and a bite resulted in a 
hooked carp, but as the wind increased my presen-
tation was compromised. My pellet waggler was at-
tached to a 0.21mm fluorocarbon leader of 15ft 
[4.5m], this was to take the wear and tear of cast-
ing and to help sink the reel line. Unfortunately, it 
wasn’t working as well as I’d hoped; my reel line 
was new and shiny, which meant it didn’t want to 
sink. This caused major problems as the wind was 
creating a massive bow in the line, totally ruining 
my effort to fish close to the far bank. 
 
Shortly after midday, the sun finally broke through, 
and the wind dropped. With the warmth the carp 
started to show on the surface, in the middle of 
the bay again, just mooching about. I was having a 
lunch break when I first noticed them. Returning to 
my swim, I pinged a few floaters out to see how 
they’d react, and it was no surprise to see them 
taking these freebies. That was all the incentive I 
needed to get my fly rod tackled up. It didn’t take 
long, and by now I had two or three groups of carp 
visiting my baited swim. I was ready and the carp 

were feeding; what could possibly go wrong? The 
wind now decided to pick up again, and the carp 
disappeared. I bided my time feeding floaters of 
different sizes all the time scanning the surface for 
signs of fish. I stuck with it for the next couple of 
hours, but with no signs the wind would drop, I  
reverted to the pellet waggler. 
 
repeated the process of feeding the far bank with 
my sloppy mix; I even managed, with a lot of 
practise, to get some 11mm pellets close enough 
to feel I was in the game. Occasionally a window of 
opportunity arose, when the wind subsided long 
enough to make a cast tight into the far margin; 
this happened just twice, and I was rewarded with 
an instant take. All I had to do now was boss the 
fish, playing the carp very hard and winding like a 
madman to prevent them kiting into my neigh-
bour's swim. 
 
Time was passing quickly; I had to make the most 
of every opportunity. By working hard at my cast-
ing and feeding accuracy, I was rewarded with 
another couple of fish. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
day; I’ve had far more successful days recently, 
but today I had been challenged by the conditions 
as much as by the carp. 
 
Til’ next month, tight lines 
 
Andy Lush 

Success with the floating feeder
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Having only started in the summer holidays and with only 4 sessions under his belt, William 
has seen increasing catches of roach, bream and carp at different fisheries. Using his Dad’s 

old Normark Quiver tip rod, Daiwa reel and Method Feeder, William landed his biggest PB by 
far - a beautiful 6lb 8oz Common Carp. A tricky catch, as this wise carp headed straight for 

the snags. William did very well to play and land this fantastic 
catch. He’s really got the bug now and would go fishing  

everyday if he could!

Junior Informer

Kindly sponsored by MFC Outdoor Store  
& Fish With Carl

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉
🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 MFC Store Prize Winner – Harvey Royal  🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣

🎣

🎣

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣  Fish With Carl Winner: William B  🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉
🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 

Fish With Carl

WWIINNNNEERR

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣

🎣

🎣

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 Winner’s SpotlightA huge well done to Harrison who had an amazing Sunday morning ses-
sion! In just a few hours, he managed to land two cracking 3lb ide, and the highlight of the day  
An unexpected and stunning barbel from his local river. What a beautiful species they are!🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆🏆 

Winner of the MFC Bait Prize for these outstanding captures — well deserved, Harrison!

JJuunniioorr  

CCoommppeettiittiioonn  

WWiinnnneerrss 

WWIINNNNEERR

NEW PB

See Page 9 for 
more details for 

MFC
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Marc - Iden Wood Fishery - 
PB Common 8lb Jasper Breeze - Common 

Carp - 11lb 2oz PB

Willows First Carp, New 
PB 6lb  - Sandwich lakes, 

Jack Palin - Hartly Lands 
Farm Fishery - 15lbs Mirror

Bobby Boy - 32lb 4oz - From 
a Recent French Trip 

Ronnie Keutenius - 1lb  
Common Carp - Sam’s lake 

James Ridley - Penny Bridge 
6oz Perch

Ollie Hakeman (Left) Catfish Orchard Lakes 

Emily Murphy - Marshside - 
Mirror carp 7lb ((PB) Leon Nicholson-Hesmer - 

River Wye - Brown Trout

Joey Wilkins - Orchard Place 
Farm - 18lb Mirror

Hudson Scott - Gedges Hill - 
Perch

Emily Murphy - Marshside - 
Common Carp

Jim hunt - (7) Monk Lakes - 
Carp

Archie Hayned - Thorpe Lea 
fishery - 25lb Common

Joey Wilkins - Orchard Place 
Farm - 16lb Mirror

Harvey Royal - Elphics Fly-
fishing For Carp 20lb

WINNER
NEW PB

NEW PB

NEW PB

NEW PB

NEW PB
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Fishing Tale Films 
Roach and Perch dominate my start to Autumn

Since my last article I have been busy by the water’s 
edge in the pursuit of catching some roach and perch 
and first up was my first trip to Tricklebrook Fishery 
(24th September) to fish the small lake for some perch 
action. I don’t normally kick off my perch sessions this 
early in the season but after last seasons lack of perch 
fishing for a variety of reasons I was keen to get in 
early and make up for some lost time. I filmed the 
session for my YouTube channel ‘Perch Fishing at 
Tricklebrook’ and on arrival I was im-
pressed with this lovely looking 
venue, the small lake was much 
smaller than I had imagined 
but it just screamed perch 
with a little island and 
many margin features so 
it is not surprising to hear 
that stripey’s to over 3lbs 
have been caught from this 
little gem of a lake. Armed 
with my Darent Valley 11ft rods 
and 4000 Stradics I set a Korum 
3g blob float on one rod and a lovely 
hand made Perch bobber by Black Bottom Floats on 
6lbs mainline connected to a quick sleeve swivel 
which in turn was connected to 4.4 supplex fluorocar-
bon hook link tied to a size 10  
barbless all rounder hook by Korum. 90% of my big 
perch successes have virtually come from fishing 

close to the margins or structures, so that it is exactly 
what I did on this occasion to start of my perch cam-
paign. Armed with prawns and lobworms as my main 
hook baits, I chopped up my usual worm mush to feed 
via a pole cupping kit, my worm mush as I like to call it 
has served me well for many years and adds a nice  
attractant and scent around my float, it consists of 
drendas, cocktail prawns, dead and alive red maggots 
vigorously chopped up and then for some added scent 

but only if the water is very muddy I then add 
either, some worm liquid, predator plus 

or krill juice.  
 

The temperatures had cooled 
but I knew from old it needed 
to be much colder to stop the 
chances of catching  
everything else that swims 

and that likes the hook baits I 
was using, which is every 

species. However from the start 
after some 20 minutes I started to get 

those perch bite indications followed by a 
few missed bites which at the time seemed unmis-
sable but all perch anglers know that feeling when 
small perch are about and when using big baits, the 
eyes to big for belly syndrome springs to mind. My first 
three perch all fell off the hook on retrieve but they 
were small in the 8 ounce bracket, obviously struggling 
to swallow my big prawn hookbait. But that did not 
bother me as it was perch in the swim and at the time 
was all that mattered. I switched both rods to big 
pieces of lobworms nipping off the end to allow for 
more scent and that was when I started to connect 
more with my bites. A few small perch were interrupted 
by a big skimmer or two, some roach and of course 
eventually the carp zoomed into my feeding area. The 
carp tested my perch tackle and to be honest I  
enjoyed the scrap and getting a nice bend in the rod. 
The overcast conditions eventually gave way to 
brighter conditions and the carp became to active so 
around 1.30pm I cut my enjoyable session short and 
took a quick look at the specimen lake which again 
holds big perch of over the 4lbs mark, so I saw enough 
to know when the temperatures drop even more I will 
be back to Tricklebrook for many more perch sessions 
to try and land a 4lber. 
 
A catch up with Black Bottom Floats 
Two days after my Tricklebrook fishing debut I was off 
to Frog Island on the Tillingbourne Farm estate near 
Abinger Hammer in Surrey to meet up with Andy  
Cowdery of Black Bottom Floats YouTube channel.  

by Russ Evans
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Andy has made me some fantastic waggler floats in  
sarkander materials and especially made me some 
quality Perch Bobbers of which I have used in some of 
my videos. So we arranged a meet up for a fish and to 
chat floats of which can be seen on my channel called 
‘floats, roach and the unexpected’ we had a lovely day 
catching some nice roach although the real big roach 
went missing but again we need a few more colder 
nights to put the small roach and perch off the feed and 
I am sure over the winter months I will have a couple 
more visits to find those big stamp roach all of which 
will be fun trying as it is such a lovely peaceful little 
very shallow lake to fish. As you will see if you watch 
the video Andy is very passionate about his float  
making all of which started due to the 
times of the Covid breakout as it 
left him with something to do 
in lockdown. He devel-
oped his float making 
skills in his shed 
which he calls the 
pleasuring shed 
(I ask him why 
that name in the 
video) and just 
two years ago 
launched his own 
YouTube channel 
showing how he 
makes his floats. His 
float making videos are ex-
cellent and very therapeutic to 
watch as he explains the steps he takes 
to making his own floats and I know his channel has  
inspired others to have a go at making their own floats. 
From quills, straight and stepped wagglers to bobbers 
and all sorts I am sure Andy can make you one of your 
to be future favourite floats. He has his own website 
www.blackbottomfloats.co.uk with links to his eBay 
store where he sell his floats. I highly recommend 
Andy’s floats and by the photo of my perch bobbers 
you can see they are of high quality. 
 
 

Off to Hampshire 
Early October, I was then off to Hampshire for a two 
night stay in one of Whinwhistle Fisheries Shepherd’s 
Huts where I had stayed before the previous  
November. Day One was going to be a session on a 
mile stretch of river that runs through the back of the 
fishery called the River Blackwater. There was a 
special swim that I wanted to fish which I spotted on 
my previous visit so after booking in I headed off to the 
chosen swim and set up my stick float attack. Like 
most rivers up and down the country it was running low 
and with the river being clear I was not sure what to 
expect but I need not have worried as I was quickly 
into bites and fish, kicking off with a plump perch on 
double yellow maggot to a size 16s hook. After the first 
hour I had caught six different species and I must 
admit the not knowing what to expect from one bite to 
the next is one of the main reasons why I love fishing 
rivers, the unknown is the draw. The river consists of 
grayling so that was one of my main targets but in 
going through the seemingly A-Z of fish species there 
was one species that really surprised me and I caught 
many of them, they were Giants and gave me the title 
name of the video I filmed ‘the Giants of the Black-
water’ I am running out of space to do my visit to 
Whinwhistle justice so I will leave the rest of the trip for 
my next column which believe it or not will be the 
Christmas edition, this year has flown by so quickly. 
The video of my session of the Blackwater will be out 

to watch by the time this edition goes to 
print so please give it a watch as I 

am sure you will be amazed by 
the ‘Giants’ and other 

species that I catch. 
Also the following day 

I was on one of their 
lakes for a Perch 
fishing session and 
what a great day 
that was in ideal 
overcast and drizzly 

conditions and once 
again that video will 

be out to watch called 
‘Chasing 4lbs+ Perch at 

Whinwhistle’ the week after 
the Blackwater video. In  

November I will share some photos of that 
day two session. 
In the meantime I shall be out and about with a rare for 
me, 48 hour carp session which I am looking forward 
to in November and of course more lake and river 
perch sessions in the pipeline. 
 
Wishing you all the best on your next outing by the 
water’s edge 
 
Russ Evans 

BBF Andy and Russ
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Adam Oxley - Wylands 
Fishery - New Speci - 

32lb3oz

Readers Capture’s 

Steve Blondun  
River Medway 
Barbel 8lb 2oz 
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Well stocked bait & tackle shop 
open from 7am every day. 

 
24/7 vending machine stocking 

maggots and worms 

Gabriels Fishery | Marsh Green Road | Edenbridge TN8 5PP 
Bait and Tackle Shop: 01732 865355 

Email: info@gabriels-fishery.co.uk

www.gabriels-fishery.co.uk 

GABRIELS
FISHERY

5 lakes and 
1.25 miles 
of the  
River Eden

Advanced booking 
available 

Toilets and 
shower facilities

Day & night 
session fishing

Camping &  
Caravanning facilities

SILVER  
Match Lake

OAK LAKE 
carp to 30lbs 

Specimen Lake 
ADMIRAL LAKE 

fish to 41lbs

SWALLOW LAKE 
& HARE LAKE 

great for beginners 

Serving Kent and the south east 
Our services include… 

% Routine Servicing  % Fumigation 
% Rodent Control  % Proofing  

Call Nate on     07400 372204

FULLY  
LICENSED  

AND INSURED

PEST CONTROL AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

gemservices.uk  |  Nate@gemservices.uk
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You join me at my first match back with Paddock 
Wood Angling Club after injury. Todays match was 
hosted at Chart Hill Fishery which is a stunning 
venue with plenty of fish to be caught. Last year I 
managed my P.B. match weight of 208lb here at 
chart so I was looking forward to this one. 
 
When I arrived I got my gear out the car and loaded 
on to the barrow, went for a quick look at the lake 
and then had a chat with a few anglers before the 
draw. 8am arrived and the draw took place, the 
hand of mystery pulled out peg 7 which was round 
on the left hand bank. Luckily I had the front of the 
island to chuck to on the feeder and had plenty of 
open water to try a few different approaches for 
example, pellet waggler, fishing shallow ect. After 
taking a minute to analyse my peg I started to un-
load the barrow and start getting myself setup for 
the day ahead. 
 
Rigs 
On the rig front I set up, two rigs for fishing on the 
deck, a paste rig, shallow rig, method feeder and 
the pellet waggler. The rigs for fishing on the deck 
were, 0.4g matrix slim float, tied to 0.18 micron 
mainline with a bulk of no.9’s and two no.9 
droppers, down to a 0.16 Drennan acolyte  
fluorocarbon hook length which was 6” with a size 
16’s LWG.  
The second rig was the exact same however the 
only difference being the shotting pattern as on this 
rig it was tapered.  
 
Paste rig:  
Mainline 0.4g paste float tied to 0.18 micron main-
line with a running olivet to prevent tangles, down 
to a 0.16 Drennan fluorocarbon with a 14’s LWG. 

Shallow rig: 0.2g matrix dibber tied to 0.18 micron 
mainline with 3 no.9 stotz, down to 0.16 drennan 
fluorocarbon with a banded 16’s LWG. 
 
What’s on the my bait tray? 
On the tray I had, mainline match 2mm coarse 
micro pellets, 4mm/6mm mainline match coarse 
hard pellets, paste, hemp, Dynamite Swim Stim 
ground-bait and 4/6mm mainline match expanders. 
 
How the match played out… 
I started by feeding 2 medium guru cad pots full of 
micros on the pole line at 11m to start off. With the 
pole line fed, I pick up the feeder to start on. I Cast 
over to the point of the island with micros and a 
banded 4mm and within 3 minutes it pulled round 
and I  landed a small carp around 1lb ½ . Second 
chuck the tip went round although this time its fell 
off. Then I had run of around 3 just dropping off 
however they didn’t feel of any size. I sacked the 
feeder off for a bit and dropped in on the pole  
instead. 
 
I started on a 4mm expander and it wasn’t long  
before I had a fish on however it was around the 
same size as the first fish I had on the feeder. Next 
put in I picked up the paste rig, feeding a few 
micros, hemp and 4mm before the float  just  
buried straight away with a fish of 2lb. Still not the 
stamp I was looking for but it’s a start. I went in 
around 6-7 time and had a fish every put in on 
paste. However like usual someone’s switched a 
switch and fish stopped feeding. 
For next 2 hours I was trying different things to try 
and get a bite, fishing shallow, back on paste,  
fishing expanders, but luckily I was catching the 
odd fish on the feeder although not of any size.  

TThhee  DDiiaarryy  ooff  aann  MMaattcchh  AAnngglleerr 

WWrriitttteenn  BByy  FFrreeddddyy  JJooee  BBeeaannyy  CChhaarrtt  HHiillll  FFiisshheerryy
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I then pushed out 12m feeding micros and fishing 
4mm expander over the top and was starting to get 
a few bites, while I was out there I was pinging over 
a few 4mm on the 11m line. After half an hour or so 
things didn’t seem right out there so came in, as I 
started to see a bit of fizzing. I Picked the paste rig 
up with a very small piece and the floats buried 
YES!!! I looked at the time and we had  around 1h 
30mins to go so I really needed to knuckle down 
and focus. After feeding constantly I really had 
them going and held them there as it was virtually 
one a chuck. The stamp got better and the fishing 
was amazing. I landed a fish 2 minutes before the 
whistle which was around 5lb, I then quickly raced 
back out and the float was under straight away, the 
all out was shouted so I shouted FISH ON!! It was 
another fish of around 5lb. What a great way to  
finish the match. 
 
When the scales reach my peg I managed to put 
100lb 12oz’s on them which I was more than happy 

with for an 1hour and 30mins worth of fishing , 
haha! I later found out I’d done enough for  
second which I was really happy with. I really  
managed to bag up in that last hour and half and 
what a way to return.  
Now its back to the tackle room to get ready for the 
match ahead. 
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Shirkoak 
FISHERY  
AND B&B

Shirkirkoaoak FiFishshery, , Bethersden Roaoad, , Woooodchuhurch, , Ashshfordrd TN26N26 3P3PZ

www.shirkoakfarm.com
Follow us on Facebook 
‘Shirkoak Fishery’ 
for regular updates

For more information please call 
 Hughgh on 07973 41090973 

or 01233233 8602860279 

This beautiful tranquil 
fishery is situated 
on the outskirts of 

Woodchurch village, 
stocked with carp 

to 30lbs+ and 
Pike to 20lbs+. 

Fishing prices start at £12 
for 2 rods for 12 hours.

WHY NOT TRY A POD ? 
Sleeeeps two peoeoplple - inincluludedded is showerer, totoililetet, wasash hand basasinin, 

kettettle, toastertoaster, dodoubluble gagas rining, sinkink, microcrowave, bededlinlinen, totowels, 
cutlerery, croccrockerery & BBBBQ.  

Minimum stay is 48 hours at £130 per day for two people 
including fishing.

Night fishing is permitted by 
prior arrangement only. 
We can also offer food 
delivered to your swim, 

our full English breakfast is 
proving extremely popular!

 
OAP TUESDAYAY 

£1£10 incl. bacon roll!ll!  
Pre-b-booookinkings onlnly

Opening times: 
Mon-Fri: 8.00am to 5.30pm 
Sat: 8.00am to 12.30pm 

Sunday: Closed    Bank Holiday: Closed

check out our Facebook and Instagram 
for the latest news and competitions! 

01444 247757

Cuckfield Road 
BURGESS HILL  RH15 8RE

www.gillhams昀shingresorts.com
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Having survived a series of ailments as reported last time, I am now back on track and making a be-
lated start to my Piking for the coming winter season. There are always a few surprises on the fishing 
front, and a recent short session produced a belting take on a whole sprat that turned out to be a 
common carp of about twelve pounds!! This followed a previous session where several dropped takes 
had raised my suspicions that pike were not responsible even though I did get my first pike of the 
season, a fish of 14lb. 
 

 
This is not the first time that I have encountered such activity from carp, although it is 
still rather unusual.  Once a bait has been dropped however it is usually impossible to tell 
what was responsible unless obvious teeth marks are evident.  It may be that my current 
system of fishing small hair rigged dead baits on single hooks will attract more carp  
interest and this is something that I will now be looking out for as I have often dismissed 
many twitchy or short pulls as Eel action. 
   
There are several waters that I fish regularly that 

don’t seem to have any Eels and dropped takes and twitches on 
dead baits are not uncommon. I have often put this down to cau-
tious pike but the lack of teeth marks in the retrieved baits has al-
ways been a puzzle, particularly where soft baits such as sprats 
and sardines are being used. Scattering chopped up pieces of fish 
around the area may also encourage this opportunist behaviour. 
Another aspect of this carp question is that using my hair rigged 
bait tactics tends to rule out an instant strike and this could make 
it a bit more likely that a carp could sample the bait and drop it 
quite safely so it’s possible that this may have been happening fairly  
frequently. I will investigate.  
 
I have been continuing my experiments with various types of float tackle for fishing in relatively shal-
low weedy swims, which I often find myself tackling during the autumn when these areas are often 
worth exploring.  My current method involves a small self cocking/weighted float (in fact a carp  
controller works well) that is not stopped, but free to run on the line. This allows the line to run freely 
through it when a take occurs, and this prevents it snagging in the weed and potentially causing the 
pike to drop the bait. Yes, it is true that the take will not necessarily cause the float to bob down or 
skate across the surface, but it will show movement when there is a pick-up if the line is kept under 
tension – particularly if an angle is kept between rod tip float and bait. Having said this, I always fish 
this system with a drop back indicator and an audible alarm and only use it at relatively close range. 
It works well and has the advantage of float fishing in these conditions as it keeps the line up off the 
bottom while cutting down on resistance.  So far, the autumn has been very mild and dry, and the 
water temperatures have only recently dropped to a point where pike fishing is allowed on certain 
waters. Although there is some controversy over this, I think that there is strong evidence to suggest 
that pike do not do as well on the recovery front if caught in warm water.   
 
I am convinced that this is the case, and I would suggest that the traditional pike season starting on 
1st of October should now be moved forward by one month. Autumn weather seems to be changing 
due to global warming/climate change etc, and frosts during October are now rare in many areas. 
With daytime temperatures still reaching low twenties last week it looks like whatever passes for 
winter these days will be a bit late. It is always difficult to predict water temps but usually by  
November the water is cold. 

The Medway Man 

I did get my first pike of the season

Bob Morris
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What else?  Well.  A couple of evening tench trips  over the last couple of weeks, despite the  
conditions being far from ideal, in the sense that I would have liked to see much more rain in the 
southeast area, have produced a few fish and in particular some nice carp and it has been great to 
see the action continuing into the autumn although with reasonable weather continuing this is not too 
much of a surprise.   
 
I was going to finish by elaborating on this autumn fishing spell but during the writing of this piece I 
was interrupted by a phone call informing me of the sad death of Jim Gibbinson, one of the most  
significant writers/journalists and personalities on the angling scene during my lifetime. Although I 
would not describe Jim as a close friend, I had a very good relationship with him over the years and 
always valued his opinions on the various issues, both piscatorial and otherwise that we discussed, 
usually via regular email’s. Humour was never far from the surface during our exchanges, and we 
shared a certain wicked and possibly rather cynical view on many of the subjects discussed.  I also 
managed a few sessions on the bank with him over the years usually blanking, as I recall.  Taking the 
micky out of each other was acceptable during our relationship which I believe indicates a mutual  
respect even when disagreeing over something and I will always  
remember the good times of regular communication with Jim and 
the frequent banter. Just to give an insight into this, I once  
concluded a discussion on angling prowess by offering, in print if 
required, to admit he was better looking than me if he would agree 
that I was a much better angler - I know that he was tempted  
 
 I am sure that I will be keeping his memory alive in my future writ-
ings if that is allowed but one thing is certain Jim Gibbinson was one 
of the all-time greats on the fishing front and will be much missed 
by the angling world. 
 
Best Fishes & Friends 
 
Bob Morris 
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Coarse Fisheries  Tackle & Bait Supplies 
Beaver Farm Fishery Eastbourne Road 
Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL 01342 324006 / 07710 656041

Absolute Tackle 12 Wealden Forest Park 
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ 01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Charlies Lakes 
Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH 07857 539785

Anglers Den 
6 North Road, Pevensey Bay BN24 6AY 01323 460441

Chart Hill Lakes 
Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ 07398 571337

Angling Specialist (ASH) 
29 Queen Street, Horsham RH13 5AA 01403 264644 

Chequertree Trout and Coarse Fishery 
Bethersden, Near Ashford TN26 3JR 01233 820078

A.R. Tackle 
8 Castle Street, Hastings TN34 3DY 01424 422094

Coombewood Fishery 
Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH 07895 679569

Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse Unit T 
Rich Industrial Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU 01273 933050

Elphicks Fisheries 
Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL 01580 854702

Best Buddies 
28 Martello Drive, Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6PH 01303 487144

Eureka Fishery 
Nicholas Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4AG 07597 879621

Bodle Angling 
Cuckfield Road, Burgess Hill RH15 8RE 01444 247757

Furnace Brook Fishery and Fish Farm 
Trolliloes, Cowbeech, near Hailsham BN27 4QR 01435 830835

Camos Carp Cabin 
11 Turner Street, Ramsgate CT11 8NJ 01843 581784

Gabriels Fishery 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Chris Brown Products        
email: chrisofoaks@gmail.com   www.cbproducts.co.uk         01892 723670

Gabriels Fishery 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Edenbridge Angling  
132 High Street, Edenbridge, TN8 5AY                                   01732 247702

Greenacres Farm Fishery 
Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH 07933 934942

Eastbourne Aquarium & Reptile Centre 
19-21 Seaside, Eastbourne BN21 3PP 01323 730635

Hawkhurst Fish Farm 
Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT 01580 854702

Henfold Bait & Tackle Henfold Lakes 
Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW 07956 043922

Horam Manor Fishery 
Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB          01323 840889 / 07707 759364  

Jack Frost 
Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7HB 01293 521186

Horsmonden Lakes 
Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 01892 838576

Gabriels Fishery Tackle Shop 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Iden Wood Fishery  
Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT       01797 280180 / 07906 232225   

Medway Tackle Supplies 
11 Twydall Green, Gillingham ME8 6JY 01634 475260

Knightingales Fishery 
Stone–In–Oxney, Near Tenterden TN30 7HA 07941 176205

MFC Outdoor Store 
9 Station Road, Hailsham BN27 2BE 01323 846883

Mousehole Lakes,  Maidstone Road 
Nettlestead, Near Paddock Wood ME18 5HR 07725 783405

Orchard Tackle 
58 High Brooms Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9DB 07494 670328

Orchard Place Farm Fishery 
Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY 01892 838576

Pinions Baits 
431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB 01622 718580

Pittlands Lakes 
Churn Lane, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood TN12 8HL 07716 065900

Polegate Angling Centre 
Unit 7, Birch Industrial Estate, Eastbourne BN23 6PH 01323 486379

Sandwich Lakes Coarse Fishery 
Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA 07936 409912

Romney Angling 
59, High Street, New Romney TN28 8AH 01797 362889

Shirkoak Fishery 
Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 07973 410973

Scotties Fishing Tackle  
25 Southwick Square, Southwick, Brighton BN42 4FP           01273 592903

The Lakes at Beachborough Beachborough Park 
Newington, Near Folkestone CT18 8BW 07469 809877

South London Angling Centre 
286 Lee High Road, London SE13 5PJ 0208 852 4451

Tricklebrook Fishery 
Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH 07743 955812

Sussex Bait Developments 
Falkenvil Fishery, Saltmarsh Lane, Hailsham BN27 2RJ 07971 303949

Willows Angling Centre 
Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham ME9 9BU 01795 520887

The Tackle Box 
251 Watling Street, Dartford DA2 6EG 01322 292400

Wylands Farm 
Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU 01424 893394

Mud Pigs  
Unit 1, Browns Lane, Uckfield, T22 1UN                                 07494 785273

Trout Fisheries  Angling Clubs & Societies
Brick Farm Lakes  
Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS 01323 832615

Hastings Bexhill & District 
Postal enquiries to S.Corke, 2, The Sidings, Bexhill On Sea TN40 1RF 
 

Chris Pagan 07429 655237 / Steve Potter 07935 268174
Cinder Hill Fly Fishing Membership available from: 
Email: r.nathan@btinternet.com 01892 770903
Coltsford Mill Trout Fishery & Fly Tackle Shop 
Mill Lane, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG 01883 715666 / 07798 605867

Tonbridge & District A & FPS   
For all enquiries please email:                         info@tonbridge-angling.co.uk

Spring Hill Trout Waters 
Albans Farm, Romford Road, Pembury TN2 4BB 07951 304515

Bromley (Kent) & District AS  
PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND                                                 
Email: bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk

Tenterden Trout Waters Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden 
TN30 6XA   www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk                      07880 722868

Linton Angling Society    Jason Tuckey on 07983 56922 or 
email lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

Lakedown Trout Fishery                                                                          
email lakedowntroutfishery@gmail.com                              01435 883449               

Wantsum Angling Association  07570 505934 
or contact via website www.wantsumaa.co.uk

Directory Listings
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At Pi琀lands Lakes we provide Day and Night Tickets to ALL  
The onsite Bar and Restaurant is open during the season for a 
variety of hot and cold refreshments including breakfast and 
lunches, all at reasonable prices. Winter and Summer 琀mes 

vary please check with us.

Pi琀lands Lakes Angling Club 
Churn Lane 

Horsmonden 
TN12 8HL

07716 065900

Even if you’re not fishing please come and sample our 
Sunday roasts and enjoy the beau琀ful lakeside views

Scan for Website 
and more details 

Our toilets are brick‐built and open 
throughout the season, including disabled 

toilet and shower room. 
 

Night fishing is very popular and is available 
every night of the week, with just 24hrs no琀ce 

to secure a place, please call 07716 065900. 
 

We have designated kids fishing with their own 
lake complete with pole hire, nets and bait for 

all children under 16 who must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

 
There are 3 other lakes for the more experienced 

angler with Ca琀ish to 100lbs, Carp to 32lbs+, 
Bream, Roach, Tench, Crucian and Perch. 

CARAVAN CLUB SITE THAT OFFERS MEMBERS 
CARAVAN AND MOTORHOME FACILITIES

Night fishing booking from £30 per 
night and Day sessions from £10. 

Maximum 2 rods
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Photo Mark Day 
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