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Q‘&C A 13 FISHING LAKES in the KENT COUNTRYSIDE _
\ Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6NY

natural heauty of the Kent countryside, located just outside of the picturesque town of Paddock Wood, and only

8 miles from Maidstone. The fishery boasts 13 lakes - 10 carp and catfish lakes and 3 match/pleasure lakes.
MEN FULLY FUNCTIONING LAKE 13 - CARP & CATFISH WATER
SPE:K'ES Many swims have disabled access IO_AII-weat.her pathways Iea_nding_ all PlﬂsAATsCuH,éE
DAY TICKETS around the lakes and up to each individual swim e Purpose-built toilets LAKES
AXQLLAEZ% located in the main car park (with hot shower) e Between Lake 3 and Lake 4 2’,‘;:;;‘83"58
48HR - £55 (toilet and sink block only) e Block constructed by Lake 7 also contains a cowcess.oﬁs

(addmonal charge

for 3rd rod) microwave, fridge and washing up facilities. 1ROD -8
FOOD IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FROM MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER

www.orchardplacefarmflshlng CO. uk

Tackle/bait/shop situated in the main car park, _ s s & | '-i

stocking all top bait brands including
worms maggots etc. Everything you need at

2 e, ) :
" . - I ey e =
VERY competitive prices. EW I

NEW TO ORCHARD PLACE FARM!
HORSMONDEN FISHING LAKES

Two beautiful lakes set in mature,
peaceful Kent countryside in an Area
of0utstand|ng Natural Beauty (AonB)

“ Top Lake - —
Carp - /I Catfish to 85Ibs Top Lake has five swims, Bottom Lake
to 38lbs 1 has six and both can be fished on a

BO_ttom Lake day ticket or lake exclusive booking
Catfish to 75Ibs

Anglers’ mess on site with fresh
running water, wash basin and toilet

Horsmonden Fishing Lakes, Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8B(
All enquiries and hookings to Orchard Place Farm Fishery on 01892 838576
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Welcome to the January 2026! edition of The Freshwater Informer

Where did that year go? It hardly seems possible that 2025 has already flown by.

This month’s magazine is packed with excellent articles from our fantastic regular columnists, who work tirelessly
to cover all aspects of angling throughout the seasons. If any of you fancy submitting a piece of your own, we're
always keen to hear from you and will do our very best to include your writing—although, as you can appreciate,
space can sometimes be tight.

As we head into the New Year, I'd like to wish you all a very happy and healthy 2026. And if, like me, you're a little
unorganised, now is probably the perfect time to start pencilling in a few fishing trips for the months ahead

As always, a massive thank you to each and every one of you who reads, shares, and supports
The Freshwater Informer.

I'm worklng hard behind the scenes to continue growing the magazine and to bring you even more great content
i i . as we move through 2026 If you've got a venue you think we should

i Untll next time—tight lines, and make the most of every second on the
Ll
Ld bank.

Content
4 Fishery Reports - A round up of all the latest goings on at the regions fisheries
6 In The Edge With Alex Coutts
16 Readers Catches - including the winners of this month’s Urban Baits competition
20 Jim’s Journey
23 Trout Informer
24 The Friendly Fisherman - Andy Lush
26 Junior Informer - The next generation of Anglers share their catches
28 Warrick Francis - My Pike Fishing Journey
38 Medway Man Bob Morris
40 Directory - Find you local Fishery, Tackle shop and Clubs

. The Freshwater Informer
% :.]‘ email: info@freshwaterinformer.com

: The Freshwater Informer cannot accept responsibility for the quality of
COPY DEADLINE for January 2026 Magazine goods or services advertised in this publication. All views expressed

Th u rsday 2 an J anu ary 20 26 at 5pm are those of the contributors concerned. All images received are

accepted as being true and accurate and as described.
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Henry Morris - 25Ib 70z Stephen Hadley - New Lake
New Lake 271b 50z

‘ﬁ' Hawkhurst Fish 'ﬁ"

Hastings Road, Hawkhurst, Kent, TN18 4RT
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| George Stevens - 22Ib Mirror |

Happy New Year to all of our visitors:

iishing you tight lines and great new FE's!

Nathan - Dove Lake Jack - 32Ib Mirror
33lb 70z Common Speci Lake

MAIN LAKE, DOVE LAKE AND ALL PLEASURE LAKES
re-opening on the 319 January
SPECIMERN LAKE Remains open to Members only
JUMNIOR LAKES re-open 14™ February (weather permitting)

WATERSIDE CAFE re-open from Sam on the 3™ lanuary

Book onling with

swimbooker

Mason - Quarry Lake
35Ib Cat

Jack Acres - 271b 140z - Reece Wickens 31.5Ib mirror
Dove Lake Dove Lake
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Book now on

s Swimbooker

This fantastic coarse fishery consists of two very well stocked lakes.
A 4 acre specimen lake stocked with big Catfish up to 50lbs, huge Carp
up to 40lbs, big Perch up to 6lbs and beautiful Roach over 3lbs. And a 1 acre
match fishing lake teaming with a variety of species weighing up to 28lbs.

find us on facebook and instagram
FACEBOOK.COM/TRICKLEBROOKFISHERY

!/

Open from 7am 365 days a year!

A UK CARP TOP 100 FISHERY - BOOK NOW!
tricklebrookfishery.co.uk

TEL 07743 955812 | 01892 835453 | EMAIL info@tricklebrookfishery.co.uk
Tricklebrook Fishery | Colts Hill | Five Oak Green | TN12 6SH

Telephone bookings are to be paid in advance and are non-refundable ¢ Credit and Debit cards now accepted

LAKE

ATICKET MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FISHING

ALL NETS, UNHOOKING MATS AND WEIGH SLINGS MUST BE DRY BEFORE
DIPPING IN THE DISINFECTANT BATHS

NO NUTS OR PARTICLE

BOILIE AND PELLET ONLY FOR SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE - ALL BAIT
WILL BE INSPECTED

ALL FISH MUST BE RETURNED TO THE WATER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE
FOLLOWING CAPTURE. NO STANDING. FISH MUST BE HELD LOW OVER A
MAT/CRADLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS

MINIMUM 15LB LINE AND NO BRAIDED MAIN LINE

NO SACKING OR RETAINING OF FISH IS PERMITTED. THE REMOVAL OF
FISH FROM THIS VENUE WILL BE VIEWED AS A CRIMINALACT

EACH ANGLER MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 42 INCH LANDING NET AND A
LARGE PADDED UNHOOKING MAT/CRADLE REGARDLESS OF TARGET
SPECIES ON SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE

. BARBLESS HOOKS ONLY
. NO LEAD CORE, NO FUSED LEADERS OF ANY KIND INCLUDING SAFEZONE

1

ULES

12.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

NO FIXED LEAD RIGS. ALL LEADS MUST PASS FREELY OVER LEADER
KNOTS. RIG CHECKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT

RECREATIONAL DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED - IMMEDIATE BAN
FOLLOWS

PLEASE INFORM FISHERY MANAGEMENT OF ANY SNAGGED TACKLE
OR FISH

ANY FISH OVER 28LB MUST BE REPORTED TO BAILIFF
NO DOGS ALLOWED

BARBECUES ALLOWED IF OFF THE GROUND

NO BAIT BOATS

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN BEING
ASKED TO LEAVE AND/OR BANS WHERE APPROPRIATE AND NO REFUND
WILL BE OFFERED

. TRICKLEBROOK IS NOW OPERATING A ZERO-TOLERANCE

POLICY TO ANY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OR ABUSE
TOWARDS ITS BAILIFFS AND STAFF

. ALL RUBBISH TO BE TAKEN HOME

CCTV IN OPERATION
OVER WHOILLE SITE

SUMMER 7AM - 7PM  WINTER 7AM TO DUSK

OPENING TIMES
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In The Edgg With Alex

As we lean into the beginning of another year,
I'm reminded of the quote that ‘There is more to
fishing than just catching fish’. Years ago, back
when I first started angling, it made no sense to
me. Surely the whole point of going fishing was to
catch fish? Back then, myself and my friends
would traipse down to a local pond in the woods
in pursuit of tiny roach and rudd. At first it was a
challenge to just catch one, but gradually we
learned how to rig up a float properly, which baits
worked, and how to time our strikes to set the
hook. Once we had mastered this, success came
thick and fast. If one fish was good, two must be
better, and 20,30,50 or more, better still again.
Realistically none of them weighed any more than
an ounce, but it was all about numbers. That all
changed when I joined a local angling club and
landed a mirror carp of around 3lbs. I say around
3lbs because the ‘Little Samson’ spring balance
that we weighed it with had rusted solid and
stayed at whichever mark we pulled it to.
Although questions may always remain over the
size of the fish, the size of the impact that it had
on my angling has never been in doubt. Over
forty years later, I still only have to close my eyes
and I can see the unimaginably large, grey sil-
houette of this monstrous carp as it ghosted up
from the depths. I thought that I'd hooked a
submarine!

I've no doubt that younger readers will scoff at
the idea of a 3lb carp been described as a
monster, but to put it in perspective it was almost
fifty times the size of anything that I had caught
in my previous three seasons of fishing, and the
club record at the
time was only a
couple of ounces
over 5Ib.

That was it - I
was a carp angler.
Occasionally at
first, not many of
our waters held
them, but
overnight, pounds

e

and ounces had become far more important than
numbers of fish. Every book, every article, every
specimen list that I read, ranked a twenty pound
carp as a national specimen, and so that became
my target. I was relentless in my fishing. Before
school, after school, when I should have been at
school... Even so, it was until I was old enough to
drive that my fishing world really opened up. I
caught plenty of fish in the process, set pb's, lake
records, and even a couple of club records, but
still couldn’t break the twenty pound barrier. On
one memorable occasion I encountered the clubs
self-appointed carp expert. He puffed his chest
out as he told me that he was probably the top
rod for the whole club, having landed ten doubles
that season. I didn’t have the heart to tell him
that I'd caught over seventy that year.

And then it happened. I stopped off at one of the
clubs lakes for a quick look about on the way
home from work. It wasn’t unusual for me to do a
couple of laps, rod in hand, with a bag of floaters,
just in case. I spotted one of the big commons,
sunning itself by some lillies. The lake had never
produced a twenty, but they were getting close.
My best had come the previous month at
19lbl10oz. One gentle underarm cast was all it
took. The fish took the bait without hesitation
before all hell broke loose. A committee member,
drawn by all of the commotion, arrived in the
swim just in time to witness the weight and take
some photographs. 20lb 20z, a new pb, a new
lake record and my first ever twenty. It is hard to
explain, but I felt absolutely gutted. For year after
year, season after season, the whole driving force
behind my angling was to catch a twenty, and
now I'd achieved it I had nothing to motivate
Ime and felt completely empty. For a time I
completely lost the urge to fish. The thought of
a 25lb+ fish as a target, had never entered my
mind, and thirty pound carp were almost
ilnon-existent in the area at that time.

After some reflection, I went backwards to go
orwards. I focused on the elements of angling
hat gave me the most satisfaction. Short
sessions at dawn or dusk. The peace, the
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solitude, blending into the countryside, becoming my preferred method, and if I'm able to land an

absorbed by nature. Not needing to know the individual fish that I've singled out, I don’t want
size, or names of fish, or even the species a few ounces either way to detract from it’s
present. capture. There will always be exceptions, I would

find it hard to settle on a guesstimate for a big
river carp, and I've yet to land a forty from any
type of venue, but in the main I only cast to fish
for the challenge of catching them rather than
weighing them.

Through all of this I have come to realise that
there is no right or wrong way in angling. It is
the fact that there are no set goals that make
our sport so universal in its appeal. For some to
catch a fish, any fish, is success. For others it is
the most fish, the biggest fish, or a particular fish
that drives them. For many it is the social
aspect, or just the opportunity to escape the rat
race for a few hours that brings solace. A good
day’s fishing can be whatever you want, or need,
it to be.

And so to my latest fishing trip. I visited Iden

) Wood Fishery, nr Rye, in search of perch. I've

il it 17 B B LR TR = never targeted the species here before, so wasn’t
Rediscovering the sense of expecting too much. I stopped for a chat with an

adventure that made fishing so exhilarating in angler by the match lake. In his eighties and still
the first place. Carbon rods were replaced with out fishing in all weathers, waiting impatiently for
cane, and baitrunners with centrepins ironically, the ‘youngsters’ (anglers in their sixties and
the first time I used a centrepin reel I landed a seventies) to arrive so that he could start fishing.
21lb carp, the first fish I caught on a cane rod I made my way down to the specimen lake,
weighed over 22Ib, and since combining the two, disturbing a heron in the process. It screeched in
I've caught carp in excess of 35lb. disapproval as it lazily flapped away. The dawn
sky was alight with oranges and pinks as the
Perch, chub, crucian carp, and even bream, rising sun reflected off of low surly clouds. The

have come to the forefront of my fishing. I try to  occasional carp topped as buzzards wheeled
fish in rhythm with the seasons and flit between overhead, and a growing excited chatter
lakes, ponds, rivers and streams. I still fish for signalled jackdaws preparing to leave their roost.
carp, they are so prolific now that it is difficult The trees behind me were a cacophony of sound.
not to, but I weigh very few of them. Stalking is Pheasant, pigeon, robins, and all manner of
other birds announcing the start of a
new day. I stood, I watched, I listened
and all was well with the world. I
lowered my floats into a deep margin,
beneath an overhanging tree. Nothing
happened. A robin joined me, hoping
for some maggots. I duly obliged and
watched him hop from one to the next
whilst stealing a glimpse at my
motionless floats.

In fact the only time that my floats
moved was as I reeled them in at
dusk. It was still an enjoyable day, if
only to learn where the fish are not,
fand a great reminder that ‘There is far
more to fishing than just catching fish".
Although hopefully we will all land a

few in 2026!
Alex



FISHING BAITS
Open 7 days a week
Monday - Saturday 9am until 5pm
Sunday 10am until 4pm

01622 718580

431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesiord ME20 6DB
(Cinly 5 minutes from M2 function 5! Ample free parking

PV hatsApp us on,
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Hﬁrﬁmnor Fishery

Iﬂml"mled lakes'in'the Sussex countryside

Mixed tuqrse fishery with carp to mid 20s
Fg]fe:‘l for fumilies and experienced anglers

-ﬂ'uy'lutu fishing - mﬂusl-: Only £5 per rod!

24 hour fishing
by prior arrangement
Non-members £20
Membegs £10

Annual Day Ticket membership 1rod - £80/ 2 rods - £120 ,

Buy a whip, bait + Day Ticket for just £15!

f Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB m
01323 840889 / 07707 759364

www.horammanorfishery.com

January 2026

GEM

PEST CONTROL AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Serving Kent and the south east
Our services include...

v Routine Servicing v Fumigation
v Rodent Control v Proofing

Call Nate on p» 07400 372204

Stuart Hill & lan Harley a winter Double take
at Wylands
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TACKLE SHOP

www.fishontackle.co.uk
OPEN MON - SAT 8:30am -530pm

SOUTH EAST BIGGEST TACKLE SHOP!

« CARP SPECIALISTS ¢ MATCH FISHIMNG SPECIALISTS

« BVVY B BEDCHAIR SHOWYROOM « THE BEST, FRESHEST MAGGHOT, PINKIE & SOLUIATT
e [N HOUSE COOKED PARTICLE « FRESH IM HOUSE TURMED CASTER

« PREDATOR SPECIALIST « REDS DEMDROBEAMA & LOBS. TUBS- 1KG SACKS
e BIGGEST RAMGE OF LURES IM THE SOUTH EAST  « BIGGEST RANGE OF CLOTHING - KIDS TO 4XL

+« LURE DEMO TAME » PLENTY OF FREE PARKING

« TWO FLOORS OF ALL THE LEADING BRAMDS « FRIEMDLY EXPERT ADWVICE

f FISHON TACKLE SHOP
@ WWW FISHONTACKLECOUK Q_ 01892459217  [)SALES@FISHONTACKLECO.UK
EFGHSTF-.L BUSINESS PARK - MAIDSTONE ROAD - PADDOCE WOOD - KENT - TH12 6PY

- Fox | JWEY PerzL (2 garw SHIM E.mmnnu P puma ﬂ'
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Elphicks has been designed and built with the modern angler in mind.
We have 7 lakes available for day ticket and session fishing. Each
lake has it's own parking within easy reach of the swims and all
swims are ‘all weather’ - either built of Astroturf, stone or bark.
Please contact the fishery for further information on any of our lakes.

Elphicks Fisheries Spelmonden Road
Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8EL

Te: 01580 212512

email: info@elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

—= i SRR T

www.elphicks-fisheries.co.uk www.gillhamsfishingresorts:com’

5 lakes and Advanced booking
1.25 miles EVETET [
of the GABRIELS Day & night
River Eden FISHERY session fishing

Toilets and Camping &
shower facilities (TEVELL R EEITIES

Located in the heart of New Romney, Romney ! b 1 T e - ; Bt g
Angling is a friendly, local, family run fishing . M - ¥ SWALLOW LAKE ;
supplies shop that was founded in 2021. We ¥ 1 ] | j & HARE LAKE i

) o
great for beginners

L
k

pride ourselves on the hundreds of items we

provide to fishing lovers around the country.

Whether you're a novice or an expert, Romney ] -
. p A 11! 4 . o 5- ! Specimen Lake -

Angling will have the fishing products you need, i . ADMIRAL LAKE

and our friendly staff are armed with knowledge ™ 15 s fish to 41lbs

to provide any advice or answer queries

you may have. = e . OAK LAKE
) g 2% ] carp to 30lbs

5 T

*
SILVER
Match Lake

I bridge TN8 5PP
59 High St, New Romney TN28 8AH VT R ) Bait and Tackle Shop: 01732 865355
01797 362889 ) . g Email: info@gabriels-fishery.co.uk

Info@romneyangling.co.uk Pl www.gabriels-fishery.co.uk
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Sissinghurst Road | Biddenden | Kent | TN27 SEH

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality lakes for all. There is one specimen
lake for carp up to 30lbs+ and perch to 5lbs, one specimen predator lake for carp to 30lbs+,
catfish to 60lbs+ and pike to 15lbs, one match lake with 22 purpose-built swims, one coarse lake
and finally a tench/family pond. Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower and wet room.

This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!

Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes. For the specimen lakes prices start
at £20 for the day rising to £30 for a 24hrs ticket (up to 3 rods). Lessons now available
for all ages. Gates open at 7am and close at 6.30pm (Winter hours 7am to 5pm)
SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £8 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

To book, please call or text us on 07933 934942

or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk

Email : greenacresfarmfishery@gmail.com
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Charlie Cumings - Shirkoak Fishery 18Ib
Common

John Wrenn - Bridges Lake - 65Ib Cat Fish

Stephen Lewis - Beachbourgh -
25 pound grass carp

Team Skeater member

5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of
woodland, containing

|den Wood
Fishery

Carpto 30Ibs, Tench to 51bs,
Bream to 9lb plus Roach,
Rudd and Chub

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown Vehicle access/night fishing
01797 280180 allowed / match bookings taken
Mobile: Spring Lodge | Iden Wood Fishery

| Coldharbour Lane | Iden | Rye |
07906 232225 East Sussex | TN317UT
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In order to fish any of our specimen lakes you must become a member first.
To do this simply continue with your catch booking then upon arrival of the venue
we will sort out your membership and issue you a
membership card. We have been asked to
' add multiple tiered memberships by you
amazing anglers so that’s just what we've

done!

More House Farm is a rapidly expanding
fishery set in the beautiful Mid Sussex
countryside. It currently boasts five lakes.
They are all set in very tranquil surroundings,
bordered almost entirely by open country
side.

We also have Two new Specimen carp lakes
called Oaks and Dogwood that were built June
|| 2020 and opened October 2021. Oaks has 5

pegs on it with carp ranging from 15Ib - 33lb.

Dogwood has 11 pegs on it separated by
islands we have 18 tench and carp ranging
from 8lb - 32 Ib and already the lakes are
showing great promise and as soon as the
Pictures come in | will make a new section on
the website for them.

The fishery is located at More House Farm
Lunce’s Hill, Wivelsfield RH17 7RE

or a map and further directions to find More House Farm please go to our contact page.

www.mhff.co.uk



14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing:

Barbel to 15lbs 20zs, Chub to 5Ibs+, Perch to 3lbs 60zs,
Pike to 31lbs 60zs, Crucians to 4lbs 60zs and
Grass Carp to 29lbs 60zs.

Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.

WE HAVE NOW JOINED CLUBMATE
View the waters on the web

www.tonbridge-angling.co.uk

NEW Gold Membership £225 + £10 Joining Fee
NEW Silver Membership £85 + £10 Joining Fee
NEW Bronze Membership

OAP 66+/Student 16-18/Disabled
(Proof Needed) £45 + £10 Joining Fee
For all enquiries please email:
info@tonbridge-angling.co.uk

January 2026

The Linton Angling Society - Membership Vacancies

We are a small but friendly club with beautiful lake, 2 ponds, 5 reservoirs and over 8 miles of fishing on the

River Medway and Beult. Our waters contain Carp to 32Ib, Pike 30lb+, Tench 8lb+, Chub 71b, Perch 4lb and Roach to 3Ih,

including some good Bream and Eels. All year fishing, member's guest permits, night fishing allowed. We run over
30 matches a year and have a large junior section. Concessionary rates available for OAPs, Disabled and Juniors.

For further detais contact: JASON Tuckey on 07983 569220

e-mail: lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk
www.lintonangling.co.uk

Carp to 52Ibs 4o0zs, Tench to 12lbs 8ozs, Bream to 19lbs+,

or
https:/tdafps.clubmate.co.uk/register

Tonbridge & District Catch Report

The predator fishing has been good of late, especially
on the river.

Members Tony Cooper, Simon Williams and Neal
Rogers have all recorded 20Ib+ Pike in the last week.
The biggest being 241b, caught by Tony Cooper.

There have also been Zander to 7Ib being reported.
Rob Bruty caught several Chub to 3lb at Canon Bridge
using bread and cheese paste.

There have also been the odd quality Roach to over 1Ib
from the Hartlake stretch. Carp have been showing from
the Old Ballast Pit as Andy Leith found out on a recent
short session. Barry and Vikki Lambert have been
enjoying catching different species on the New Lagoon.

MATCH RESULTS
TONBRIDGE v EDENBRIDGE

1st - Tony Bartholamew (E) 13lb 140z
2nd - T Harvey (E) 11lb 140z

3rd - Mick Orum (T) 8lb 0oz
CHRISTMAS MATCH - Hartlake
(17 fished)

1st - Paul Wiltshire 5lb 90z
2nd - Steve Parker 3lb 90z
3rd - Paul Reddy 3lb Ooz

HOUGHTON CUP 4 - HAYSDEN LAKE
1st - Nck Dann 3lb 110z
2nd - Andy Jones 2lb 3oz
3rd - Phil Edwards 1oz

KNOCK UP - NEW LAGOON

1st - Phil Edwards 15lb 20z
2nd - Paul Reddy 12lb 3oz
3rd - John Cooper 10lb 130z
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MFC OUTDOOR STORES
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BETS

www.mfcoutdoorstores.com
Phone: 01323 846883 Email: info@mfcoutdoorstores.co.uk
9 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 2BE
Free parking in 100+ space carpark opposite the-shﬂp,\ - .
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. URE : N FRESHWATER
This competition is open to all species. To be in with a chance

Fish of the Month Prize Winner of winning, send your catches to:

info@freshwaterinformer.com or our Facebook Page,
Winners will receive a:

Freshwater Informer / Urban Baits Session Pack

2kg of Boilies 1kg Stick Mix, 500ml Liquid and Hook Baits

to match in either their Nutcracker, Red Spicy Fish, Tuna
Garlic, Strawberry or Fully Loaded Range

Winner's Spotlight *| A huge congratulations to
William on landing a stunning 52lb 20z carp from North
Lake at Elphicks Fishery — our Urban Bait Prize Winner!

Your continued support is what makes these giveaways
possible! Stay tuned for next month’s
prize — you won’t want to miss it!

| Josh Fuller - Shakespear | r Anthony Stygal J

i % BN b

Wi o i T R Jez Campbell James Slater Prairie Lake
35lb.60z

42Ib
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Absolute Taeakle

www;l;l;soluteimkle.w.uk

All the top brands for the coarse, carp,
predator and sea angler
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01227 636724 / 07 805 3308 54
Plenty of FREE parking right outside the door
Monday to Saturday Sam - Spm / Sunday 9am -1pm

12 Wealden Forest Park, Herne Common CT6 7LAQ

Between Canterbury & Herne Bay on A291 - just 10 minutes from either!
Email: badders22000@hotmail.com

BAIT AVAILABILITY DEPENDENT ON TIDE AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
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TEAM FRESHWATER INFOMER

y’,vrz;z;s;/aﬂ H;HIRWK
FT v ﬁﬁ‘ LOCAL CARPING LEPGEND”

This month, Dean and I headed over to Shirkoak
Fishery for a winter day session. With rain falling in
the days leading up to our trip, we were pleasantly
surprised to be greeted by a decent day,
interrupted only by a single brief shower.

We arrived at the lake for 7am, just as first light
began to lift the darkness, allowing us to walk the
water. A few other anglers were already gearing
up, ready to start their day’s fishing. After a lap of
the lake, we opted for the double swim opposite
the far island. It looked as good a place as any,
especially after spotting a fish move off the island
— at least we'd already seen signs of life in the
area.

Dean — “The local carping legend” — opted to
utilise his Bushwhacker baiting pole, allowing him
to fish over a small bed of particle bait. He topped
this with an ISO Fish & floro Pink Squid hookbait
on both rods, while his third rod was cast into open
water to the right of the swim, fished with a solid
PVA bag.

I set up two rods using Urban Baits Nutcracker,
each presented with a small mesh bag of crushed
baits, all soaked in Nutcracker liquid. Both were
positioned around a rod length from the island. My
third rod was dedicated to perch fishing in the
margins, using worm and maggot, with regular
feeding to keep fish interested.

It wasn’t long at all — and typically, just as our
breakfasts were delivered to the swim by Hugh,
Dean’s rod showed a dropped back with a couple of
beeps. Around
wenty seconds
later, the
hungry carp
ook off and
Dean was into
his first fish of
he session.
We'd been at
he lake for no
more than an
hour, break-
asts going

DEAN ASHBY

cold, and already Dean was playing a fish. He
soon had it safely in the net and, after a few quick
photos and the weigh-in, the scales settled at 16lb
80z — a cracking common and a great start to the
day,

marking Dean’s
first proper
winter carp.

After we'd
finished our
breakfasts and
tea, I managed
a smaller
common of
around 12lb. I
then followed
this up on the
perch rod with a
couple of bream, anng W|th a few small perch
throughout the day. Mid-afternoon, my rod carp
was away again, resulting in a slightly bigger com-
mon of around 16lb. After sorting the fish out and
taking a few quick photos, that proved to be our
final capture of the session.Both of us were more
than happy not to blank and thoroughly enjoyed
our day on the bank. With winter sessions often
being hard-earned, any fish is a bonus. The only
other fish caught that day was by fellow angler
Charles Cummings, who landed a carp of around
18Ib while fishing with his nephew, who was
celebrating his 14th birthday — a memorable way
to mark the occasion.

As we packed down and watched the light begin to
fade, it was a timely reminder of why winter fishing
still holds such appeal. Fewer bites make every
take feel special, and shared moments on the bank
— hot tea, cold breakfasts, and bent rods — are
often what stay with

you the longest.
Shirkoak once againgg
delivered not just &5
fish, but a thor-
oughly enjoyable
day, proving that
even in the colder
months, a well- .
planned session and#=ts
good company can
make all the
difference.
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Whether you are an experienced angler or just
starting out, we have got everything you need to
"Catch the Impossible




witH ANDY LUSH

FLY FISHING One of Andy’s favourite
methods is no longer just for trout. In
recent years Andy has been successful
at catching specimen carp, throughout
the summer from local day ticket waters.

CARP: Andy shares his knowledge and experience in this rapidly growing
form of fly fishing. He has written two blogs for Fulling Mill specifically
detailing the tackle and tactics he uses; follow this link
www.fullingmill.co.uk

TROUT: Boat fishing on Bewl Water or Powdermill reservoir, learn how to
locate and catch fish on these large intimidating waters, or fish one of the
smaller local fisheries. Learn where trout find their food during the
changing seasons; understand this and you will ‘catch more fish’.

LURE FISHING: A day afloat with Andy, fishing local reservoirs for Pike,

Perch or Zander will see you learning how to search these large bodies of

water. Fishing from a boat while using different styles of lures, fish finders
and drogues is all part of a successful reservoir angler's armoury.

WEBSITE: View available options here: www.thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk

TO BOOK A DAY email: info@thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk with your contact
phone number and Andy will call you back and discuss details.
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FISH WITH CARL
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CATCH GLULT I8 A MULTI SFEGIES MAGAZINE AIMED
AT THE ALL-ROUMND SPECIALIST ANGLER

ITS ACTUALLY PRINTED ON PAPER,
JUST LIKE THIS ONE?

FOR ' THE PRICE OF A COUPFLE OF PINTS
WHY HOT GIVE CATCH CULT A GO7F

Single copioa and subscriptions available Trom:

www.catch-cult.co.uk

| Eiarthing wasell s denlopad inkiohy for |

A our e, Sinby when we one 100% happsr {:‘;‘
e wilh thi cofch rote of the labest bait do wa ¥
Mar ravakis i renilabb o the workd, IEl
whasy urbanboiloowk
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TII: Tacklpbax has béen in bulness Sinca 1983 We slock
the best carp and Specialist fishing tackle and equipment
available from the industries top Lrands and we comple-
man| that with seeking out products from cutsidae the fishing
iackla industry ghving you that lite suprise of discov-
aring somothing different in our stors,

L wiwrw tacklebox.co.uk

[
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REPORT ILLEGAL FISHING
==y 101 For Non-Emergencies
o 999 If a crime is taking place

Or Tha Enviranmant Agency Incident Numbsr;

0800 807060
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TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS S

mbe Farm, Chennell Park R
Tenlerden, Kent TN30 6XA

in beautiful Wealden Countryside.
Day Permit £48 = 4 best fish
Half Day Permit £32 = 2 best fish
Catch & Release &

Junior Permits available.
Regular stocking of top quality
Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 12lbs
TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
TUITION BY APPOINTMENT
RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER

FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH ISLES

Contact 07880 722868

We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport |

TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS, CHENNELL PARK ROAD,
TENTERDEN, KENT TN30 6XA

Our family owned Fishery is set in picturesque Wealden countryside offering 5
acres of prime stillwater fly fishing for rainbow, brown and blue trout.

www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

Choose from catch/release or catch/keep permits for full
day, half day and evening sessions. Relax & kickback in our comfortable Fishery Lodge
with a complimentary tea/coffee/soup.

Fly Fishing Tuition - for beginners 1-to-1 or small groups.

Gift Vouchers - Ideal for fishing permits, tuition and Shepherds Hut stays.
Stay with us - Enjoy 20% of f fishing permits when booking our heated Shepherd's Hut
10 mins from Tenterden and Chapel Down Vineyard.

www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

Check Facebook for June Events

GIFTING

CPTICNS

Lakedown Trout Fishery & Taproom -
LAKEDOWN TROUT FISHERY & TAPROOM

e
-

. Lakedown Trout Fishery is situated in a secluded Wealden valley with
E ; - scenic views & no visible sign of habitation.

‘]ﬁle Fishery was originally designed & created.in 1981 by actor & Rock
Iegend Roger Daltrey

.

The four sprmg—fed }akes totalling approx1mately 20 acres have an

abun&ande of aqdahc‘%]nfe 2 ¥
"A visual assault | the senses. 1o prettlerﬁshery‘iﬁ this
and. ,plkes Qibrlght yellow flag decorate the banks which are thick
. with beds of rose bay willow herb, bee-
haunted fox gloves & spotted orchid. A place
where wild browns & rainbows live side by

J side’

Lakedown Brewmg Corhpan is a family run, independently brewery in the heart of rural
o East‘Susse?We brew modern and traditional beers in cask, keg, can and bottle. We are
A proud to brew the .best rsions of the beérs we* }ove :

b, Rk 4 q L
her}e_.é no ne'ed 1;0 booli: {u#n up and éenjoy, Whlatl,.-lwe have on offer! g E
As the lane is n@truw, tﬂeas’édrlve slowly. o e

01892 826041 / 07951 304515 ﬁ Www, spnnghlIHroutwaters CO.UK iz

hpiamg ¢ il
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WW—TM?MW Fisherman

(This isn’t my new year’s resolution; in fact, I
started this particular mission back in the au-
tumn, when my son Adam bought me a
RidgeMonkey Zyggo adjustable zig float for my
birthday. I decided there and then to focus on
zigging, a method I was keen to learn. I chose a
venue where I could expect to catch plenty of
carp; if I wasn’t, then I'd know I was doing
something wrong. The water I chose had depths
in excess of 10 ft; this would give me plenty of
scope to search with the adjustable zig float.

You may remember that earlier this year I
dabbled with zigs,
with mixed

esults. Although
‘d caught carp on
he method, my
esults were
nconsistent. So
ow I would have
o totally focus on
olving the
roblems I'd
xperienced. My
‘Bim was to learn
nough, so I could
'gonfidently fish
igs on harder
aters, in an

ome specimen
arp.

Keeping a diary

There are so many moving parts to zigging; it's
important to note what you do, otherwise you
won't be able to identify what works!

I note the depth of water I'm fishing, the dis-
tance I'm fishing using distance sticks, before
clipping the rods up. I also note the depth and
colour of bait on each rod. Next, the time I start
spombing, the amount of spombs I make, and
the frequency of each spombing session.
Obviously I note the time of each capture, the
successful bait's depth and colour, the fish's
weight and whether it is a common or mirror
carp. It's important to note any changes in bait’s
colour or depth; there’s so much to learn, but by
keeping these notes I hope to notice a pattern.
It can be busy fishing, especially when I'm
\spombing frequently, making notes and

Zig Rigs - Revisited
TR oo

why

hopefully catching carp! I quite understand
many carp anglers prefer not to com

I love the learning process; at the moment, I'm
still building a picture of what is important. I'm
putting some of the puzzle together, but there
are still a lot of missing parts; with each session
I learn a little more; this all adds to the
enjoyment. It's not always about how many you
catch; sometimes it's about how you catch them.

October 27th

Strong north-west wind, I cast my zig into deep
open water. A yellow zig-bait was set at 6ft off
the bottom. Once in position I cast ten spombs
of sloppy cloudbait over it. No takes until I went
closer to the bottom at 5ft. After three lspombing
sessions, I got off the mark just after 9am. I
worked hard throughout the day, spombing
every 30 minutes, changing depths and colours
of baits. Referring to my notes on this session, I
notice that my takes all came very soon after
spombing. Another interesting fact was that five
of the six carp were caught on yellow baits, with
only one on red. However, I was only using one
rod and only put a red bait on after a two-hour
blank period. The red failed to produce another
fish, so I reverted to yellow after another
two-hour blank, and caught three more fish!
The jury’s out on colours for now.

October 31st

Fished the same swim as the 27th, cast the
same distance with a yellow zig bait, set at 5ft.
While in the process of spombing I had a take
and hooked a low double mirror. I imagined this
was going to be the start of another successful
day; I was wrong. Despite regular spombing,
changing depths and bait colours, I failed to
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(" catch another fish. During the afternoon I
noticed a few carp showing near the surface, not
many and not frequently enough for me to c
onfidently position my zig up in the water. I
reasoned that 90% of the carp weren’t near the
surface. The fish I had seen were making subtle
swirls, sometimes poking their heads through the
surface; very rarely disrupting the ripple. I know
from my fly fishing experience that subtle shows
like this are from fish that are very close to the
surface; the more explosive shows are from fish
coming up from depth. On reflection, I should
have been bold and tried putting my zig within a
foot or two of the surface.

While talking to the fishery bailiff about my
observations, he advised me I needed to commit
both my rods to zigs, if I wanted to be
successful. With two rods I could use different
colours and position them at different depths at
the same time. The learning process would then
be so much quicker, and comparisons could then
be made. Up until then I had only been using
zigs on one rod; the other had been on other
methods.

November 5th

: be using two
rods, both

different
jcoloured C.C.
— *Moore NS1 Zig
hookbait; these were attached to Nash zig screw
aligners which allowed me to change bait colours
easily. Now I could experiment with depths and
hopefully find the “sweet spot”.

Nash zig screws make changing baits quick and

~N

I started off with a yellow bait at 5ft because this
had worked so well previously. On my second rod
I had a red bait positioned at 10ft, 3ft under the
surface. Two hours in, I was surprised the yellow
bait at 5ft hadn’t been taken, there were no
signs of shallow fish, so I brought my red bait
down to 5ft too. Interesting, referring to my
notes, I see the first take came shortly after the
third spombing session. The red bait had
worked; in fact, I caught three more: fish on red
at 5ft. The action came in waves; I imagined a
group of fish had wandered into my baited spot.
With no takes on the yellow bait I decided .to.pop
it up to 10ft, 3ft under the surface. To my
surprise, I caught a bonus fish on the yellow
soon after this. I then had an unexpected double
take; one zig set at 5ft while the other was still
at 10ft!

November 11th

Incredible weather for November, damp and
overcast, 13C degrees with a gentle southerly
breeze. My hopes were high, the conditions
looked perfect, and I was confident. Both rods
were clipped up at the same distance, so I was
sure my sloppy cloud mix would fall over my
rigs. I'd clipped the spomb rod up half a wrap
shorter than my zig rods; this was to allow for
the swing back. I was again casting into 13ft.

I started off with a red bait at 5ft and a yellow
bait at 8ft. It took two hours of spombing, every
15 minutes to kick things off. Once I'd caught my
first fish, I reined it back a little by spombing
every 30 minutes, which gave me a chance to
relax a little. Red worked, yellow didn’t! So I
changed it to black, this worked, as I had a
double take! Fortunately, the angler in the next
swim lent a hand and we landed both of them!
Things were hectic for a while as I landed several
fish, one after another which kept me busy, just
how I like it. Catching, casting, spombing, I even
had a take as I tried to attach the bobbin; the
fish ripped the line from my grasp. This was so
exciting I didn’t want the action to stop, but
eventually it slowed as the light faded, which
probably was for the good so I could pack my
gear away and avoid getting “locked in”!

Nine takes, nine carp. I'm now feeling more
confident to fish both rods on zigs, and no longer
feel I might be missing out by not having a
bottom bait on one.

el o1 lolnfnlglllzie] | | Sl

Tight lines
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Kindly epongored by MFC Qutdoor Ctore
s Fich With Carl

See Page 15 & 35
for more details for

MFC Fich With Carl

MFC Baits Prize Winner
The Freshwater Informer

After four hours without a fish over double figures, a
switch to an orange garlic pop-up made all the dif-
ference. Just two minutes later, the rod rattled off
and this beauty was in the net!

Winning tactics:
PVA bags of the House pellet
A spread of sweetcorn

Proof that a small change can turn the session
around
well done and enjoy the prize!

Fish With Carl - Signed Book Winner!

Fish With Carl — Signed Book Winner!

Young angler Jacob has been out on the bank at his
local water, Falkenville Fishery (Mushroom Farm), proudly
starting his angling journey.

A big well done to Jacob on a fantastic day's fishing — and
congratulations on winning a signed Fish With Carl book!

Keep those photos coming for future issues of The Fresh-
water Informer! !
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Fraser - 22Ib Common - Tat- Finnegan Kelly (12) caught
tershall Lakes this 20b beauty William Stevens - Pike 17Ib 9os - River Ouse Lewes

Charlie Challinor - 3lb 90z
Chub - Local river

Morgan Gr Oliver Carr - Mousehole
lakes - 21lb's
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My Pike Fishing Journey

This would mark the start of my pike fishing journey that would eventually lead

me to the trout waters right on my doorstep.

" | was born in Sussex in 1969. My father was a very keen
fisherman. During the summers, we fished for carp with
bread crust and tench with corn, and in the winter, we
pursued pike with lures. Typically, on Sunday mornings,
we'd head out, with me carrying his lures and gaff. We'd
catch a few jacks, maybe a big perch, but we'd always
make it back in time for Sunday lunch, followed by
watching 'Man About Town' with Jack Hargreaves. This is
how my love for fishing, especially
predators, began.

As | grew older, my grandmother
treated me to a couple of stronger
rods so | could target larger fish. |
started to do quite well on local
rivers and pools. As a schoolboy, |
couldn't afford much bait, but live
bait was free. | began regularly
catching pike in double figures. |
had acquired a few books from a
jumble sale with pictures of huge
pike from the Norfolk Broads. This
sparked my ambition to catch a 20lb
pike.

It's hard to believe, but at that time, I__
had four large trout waters within 30 =%
minutes of my house, all of which .
harbored pike over 30Ib two of
which produced 40s. Carp, on the
other hand, were my other passion.
Thirty-pound carp were very rare, with the nearest being
45 minutes away.

By the age of 14, | was pike fisherman fishing most week-
ends in the winter. Soon, one of my two long-term fishing
friends, Jon, passed his driving test and purchased a rusty
Ford Fiesta. We had exhausted the fishing spots in my
local streams and pools, catching fish to high doubles.

What next? The Norfolk Broads were miles away, but | had
access to trout waters. Ardingly Reservoir became my next
target. My dad had been invited to pike fish there with the
local angling club in the early '80s after a huge pike had
washed up dead, but they had no luck with lures. This
wouldn't be my first trout water as I'd managed to land an
171b pike at Weirwood Reservoir while fly fishing after
school for trout. Unfortunately, that fish was killed by a
crowd of trouties who had gathered to watch. Weirwood
was just a short bike ride from home, and although it was
rumored to hold huge carp, my fly-caught pike remained
the biggest I'd heard of in the '80s. On the other hand,
Ardingly was gaining attention. A couple of my local fishing
club mates had done well, one landing a 31lb pike with a
big 'S’ lure and the other catching a 28Ib pike on a dead
bait, both from the Balcombe Arm.

by Warrick Francis

It was the season of 1985, and we knew where the big
fish were. JW had a car, and Ardingly was at its prime, so
that's where we headed. The Balcombe Arm with dead
baits and live ones seemed a good starting point. We kept
up with angling publications, knowing that the biggest
names in pike angling were already there. Every other
angler we encountered on the bank, we assumed was
Eddie Turner or his mate Bill Hancock. They didn't seem
interested in talking to a couple of
spotty teenagers, but we were
eager. We did okay but didn’t
onnect with any real monsters,
hough we did see a few pictures
being taken on boats. Sadly, at this
ime in my life, | was soon to
discover two of its greatest evils:
beer and women. | had turned 16,
ancied myself as Paul Weller,
bought a Vespa, joined a scooter
lub, and bumped into another
scooter-riding fishing enthusiast
alled Nigel, soon to be nicknamed
oddy. During that summer, | turned
im from a pleasure angler into a
budding carp fisherman, at which he
became quite skilled over the
ollowing years, surpassing me. He
asn't a pike angler, but | told him
e could go to Ardingly, get a boat,
— atch a few 30-pounders, and then
head to the pub. Nigel had traded his scooter for a Mark 2
Escort, Jon had been accepted at a college up north,
leaving me with less transportation, but Noddy had wheels.

It was a very cold morning when we arrived to set sail to
catch my first 20 pounder. It had been a rather heavy night;
Nigel and | had been drinking his homebrew. His girl-
friend's friend, Michelle, had decided to sleep it off in the
car. The morning looked perfect, flat with a thin layer of ice
in the margins. We were a little disappointed not to get the
biggest boat with a cabin. | ordered Nigel to row to the
Balcombe Point, where | had seen a huge pike
photographed from Hammer Point while bank fishing.
Noddy rowed across the flat, calm water. | had shifted my
focus from catching 20-pounders to aiming for 30-
pounders. | had looked at the photos on the lodge wall and
decided that mine would soon be up there. The trout were
surfacing, and | had seen a huge pike strike. | can re-
member what Nigel wore that day: a Harrington jacket, a
Fred Perry shirt, and Levi's red tag jeans. We stopped at
our chosen spot, slowly dropped the anchor, set out stop
knots to 18 feet, and deployed our baits around the boat,
both live and dead. | was certain it was about to happen. |
was warm, but Nigel looked rather cold, so he decided to
roll a couple of carp cigarettes to keep himself warm. We
were both very hungover, and | could see Nigel was bored )
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and cold, unable to keep still. He stood up in the boat,
the early boats there were less than stable but had he
decided to throw a fresh sprat at me because | looked so
warm wrapped up with my charcoal hand warmer. There
was only one thing to do, and that was to return fire. Noddy
managed to dodge the sprat, but in doing so, lost his
balance and fell over the side of the boat. | heard the crack
of ice as he went for his winter dip. Briefly, it crossed my
mind that he might not make it, but thankfully, he was
wearing a life jacket. At that moment, it was the most
amusing thing I'd ever witnessed. | can remember his white
face clinging to the side of the boat. | composed myself and
managed to get him back in the boat; it was very cold. The
event didn't go unnoticed; | could clearly see the big boat
with a cuddy almost capsize as they were laughing so
much, their laughter echoing through the valley. This was
pre-mobile phones, and I'm not sure how news got back to
the lodge, but soon the rescue boat appeared around the
corner. They must have been keeping an eye on us. At 16,
| had convinced them | was a competent pike angler with
boat handling skills. My fishing was ruined, and Nigel was
taken to the lodge to be treated for hypothermia. He lived,
and | rowed slowly back to inform his girlfriend, asleep in
car.
Operation 30 back up plan. | de-
cided to avoid the boats at Ardingly
for the rest of that season, for some
reason. Instead, | did a few bank
trips. The late 80s were a crazy time |
in my life; wine, women, and song. | =
had been accepted at art college but
had to drop out after my father
passed away tragically. | needed a
job ASAP and started working for
Nigel's dad in the printing trade;
Noddy was my boss. Nigel and | are
still in the print industry today. I'm
able to print this fine magazine and
work with a number of fishing tackle -
companies, which I'm very proud of.

Bewl was another trout water, a bit
further away at 30 minutes drive. It
was bigger at 500-plus acres. There
was a rumor that a fish over the
British record had been caught in
the gill nets, and 30s were being
caught by trout anglers regularly. In
the 80s, trout waters didn’t want pike in them SO they were
culled. Avian predation by the black death cormorants had
not taken hold. The trout stocked were much smaller, so
pike were able to get on them much sooner to grow. But
the main thing was, Nigel and | were not blacklisted from
the boats there. So, we had a few trips during the early
trials trolling big copper spoons and witnessed a few big
30s caught by better lure anglers, most of whom were trout
anglers trying to kill them. You were meant to put an oar in
the air so they could collect the pike caught. We chose to
forget to do this, and the fact it was lures only made me
realize | needed to get back on Ardingly or get banned.

In 1989, | somehow managed to settle down with a tall, at-
tractive blonde. | now lived in my grandmother's house in

Lingfield, still within 15 minutes of Ardingly and
Weirwood. Here was another trout water being talked about
within the 15-mile radius. This was Bough Beech, where a
401Ib fish had been had been caught by a fly angler. Things
were starting to get silly, but | had to work. This year, |
made the decision to buy a boat. | scoured the local papers
and managed to purchase a 12ft boat with a cabin for £50.
| spent the summer fixing it up in-between work and carp
fishing. | fitted a TR7 boot rack to the roof. | had made a
few fishing friends at Ardingly, including a portly medical
student called James and his mate Andy Lush, who owned
an Aladdin's cave of a shop called the Friendly Fisherman.
Andy sold me his old fish finder, and | purchased a cheap
electric outboard. Ardingly had changed hands, and there
was a new bailiff on the scene, Wez. | had met Wez a few
times on the bank, and we got on rather well. He
understood how Noddy Nigel had fallen in. We had a lot in
common, and he was plugged into the Pike network. My
grandmother felt sorry for him living in his caravan with his
dog, Busty, and used to bake him cakes, which he loved.
Now | had a bailiff friend and a boat named Weed Sucker
that was stored next to the Piking legend Peter Cardozo's
orkney spinner. New rod rests, a season ticket, some
Berkley 15Ib big game line, and Wez
got me some huge handmade floats
called Widow's Comforts. My method
as simple: I'd float troll as slow as
possible along the Balcombe arm, as
here was no bank fishing on this side.
Wez sorted me with the biggest Iive

_ ljust needed the biggest pike. Soon my
| Iphoto was going to be on that wall of
[Mfame in the lodge.
he season started, and | caught good
ish from the start. By now, they had
stopped stocking the trout, and the pike
ad dropped a bit in weight, but they
were hungry. There were still a few 30s
in there, plus a delivery of large fish
W kfrom Bewl had arrived; fish up to 37lb
fhad been stocked that year. It was
. IOctober, and I'd already boated some
Dig doubles, but no cigar yet. This day
“fwas flat, and Wez and | were doing
some synchronized live bait trolling. He
was in front of me, trolling a deeper
ine, and | was float trolling the in 18ft
and had already landed a couple of pike. As | passed the
Balcombe point, the spot where Noddy had almost
drowned a few years earlier, one of my big floats buried. |
knew the drill. | wound in the other rod, pointed my tip at
the line peeling off. | wound down until the reel stopped
turning, lifted my 2.5Ib test curve rod, it buckled, and took
on an alarming bend. | had baitrunners by now, and the
next thing | heard was the drag clicking, and it slowly took
line. | knew this fish was the one | had waited for. | yelled at
Wez; this was definitely a 20; it was slow and deep. After a
couple of minutes, it was under the boat but still on the bot-
tom. As | lifted the fish, small pin bubbles appeared. The
water was clear 15ft below; a huge green crocodile shape
appeared; it was very big. At this point, | shouted at Wez;
this looks more like a 30Ib (he thought | was on drugs) but
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"~ made his way to the bank and removed his dog, Busty,
from his bed, a sleeping bag to use as an unhooking mat.
It was an epic battle, but | was now winning, and | drew her
over my net, and she was mine. Onto the bank to my wait-
ing bailiff. This fish was huge, but all that mattered was this
was my first 20lb plus Pike. To this day, one of the biggest
heads I've seen on a pike; she was measured at 46” and
weighed in at just under 25Ib. Many years later, | was able
to identify her as she featured on the cover of the Anglers
Mail after she filled out a bit at 28lb that year. | was happy,
and my photo was on the wall. I'm an all-round angler, but
that fish will always feature as one of my happiest mem-
ories, my first really big pike. The season carried on well
with plenty of pike. | was building up a picture of hot spots.
November came and went, the fishing slowed down a bit,
and the heavy rains started. The reservoir levels came up,
and the water became the color of chocolate.

Around Christmas time, | made a decision to bank fish. It
was colder, the silver fish had shoaled up, and my boat
trips had shown me where | needed to fish. The water
around the trout cages was now black on the finder with
silver fish. Wez had been keeping his live baits in the
cages and dropping a few dead fish in most days. He also
had not opened this swim up for fishing, and the wall in
front of the lodge was now out of bounds for fishing. It was
time to try this swim.

| met Wez at first light in the morning, and we headed to
the swim closest to the trout cages, called the boat park. |
had the left-hand side, and Wez the right. | had one 3Ib
test Pike rod with an early big pit reel, plus 3 2.5Ib TC rods
with Shimano bait runners. Wez had glass Conaflex pike
rods made by himself. That

morning, possibly the rings were fixed to his rods with
shrink tape. We didn’t cheat by rowing out baits. | was just
able to cast a popped-up trout dead bait under the cage
with my heavy rod, the others were spread out. Wez got as
close to the cages as he could. It didn’t take long for my

cage rod to go. The day turned into utter carnage of the
Pike type. I'm pretty sure we caught 18 doubles between
us, most of the fish coming to my heavy rod fished under
the cage. The best of the day went 19Ib. | was surprised
no 20s showed up. This action did not go unnoticed. The
chap that ran the fishing at the time was called Nigel (not
Noddy Nigel) he had decided he wanted in, so the next
day he was there. | popped over with some food from my
Nan for Wez and popped down to see this Nigel. He had a
run-less morning, which | was happy about, thinking I'd his
cleared his swim. He then had a small drop-back. | told
him to hit it. A few minutes later, | was slipping the net
under the first 30Ib pike I'd seen, and it was huge. Looks
like | had missed one. This fish became known as a Mug
30lb and seemed to always come out the day after | fished
that swim; it drove me mad. | did manage a few to 22Ib,
trying and failing to catch that fish.

I loved every minute spent fishing Ardingly, especially from
my boat. It was a much friendlier time to be a Pike
fisherman/Specimen hunter. No internet, people on the
bank spoke to each other, and | made loads of friends,
many of whom [ fish and speak to even now. Sadly, a
couple are not with us. For me, 1988 to 1992 was a special
time to be a Pike fisherman; the trout waters were opening
up for Pike fishing—Ardingly, Llandegfedd, Bewl, Weir-
wood, Boughbeech, Ardleigh, and Darwell. Out of the ones
mentioned, only one was out of my range.

My logic was then and still is today: catch what'’s in front of
you before moving on. The ticket | purchased next was 10
minutes from home, and rather a water going downhill, it
had just started to throw up 30Ib Pike for £150 for a
winter’s fishing on maybe the first trout water Pike syn-
dicate where the average size of pike caught was soon to
be over 24Ibs. Live baits were 50p each, help yourself.
This kept me busy for most of the naughties. They say if
you can remember it, you weren't there.
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TACKLE WAREHOUSE

| AVIS WAY, NEWHAVEN - EAST SUSSEX, BN9 ODU |

CARP - COARSE
MATCH - SEA
FLY - PREDATOR

TUES - FRI
9am - 5pm

SATURDAY
8am - 3pm
01273 933050 bait-bucket.co.uk
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The Dizey of an Match Anglar
Hawkburst Fish Farm - filvﬁezy Weitton By Freddy Joo Beany

z Match Day!! There’s a

|particular buzz that only a

& imatch morning brings. The
alarm goes off early, the kettle
HAWKHURS T works overtime, and the mind
FISH . FARM starts racing through rigs, bait
Ichoices, and swim plans long
%) before you reach the venue.
Today’s match was hosted by
Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse at the stunning Hawk-
hurst Fish Farm, and | was proud to be fishing as the
The Freshwater Informer entry angler. With a strong
turnout and a lake full of quality fish, it promised to be

an interesting—and testing—day on the bank.

Hawkhurst Fish Farm really is a venue that stops you in
your tracks. Surrounded by rolling countryside, the
lake has that calm, picture-postcard feel that can lull
you into a false sense of security. Beneath the surface,
however, it can be a very different story. The fish here
are well looked after, well fed, and know how to avoid a
hook—especially when the pressure of a match is on.

The draw put me on peg 10, positioned on the opposite
side of the road bank and more or less in the middle of
the lake. From experience, this isn’t exactly the banker
area. If you’re being picky, the corners are usually
where you want to be, offering natural holding areas
and patrol routes for the fish. Still, that’s match fish-
ing—everyone gets what they’re given, and anything
can happen on the day.With the whistle blown and the
match underway, | opted to start long on pellets. The
idea was simple: establish a steady rhythm early, build
a bit of confidence, and see what the peg had to offer.
For the first two and a half hours, things went well. |
was catching steadily, nothing frantic, but enough to
keep the net ticking over. The fish responded well, and
it felt like I’d made the right call with my opening ap-
proach.Then, almost without warning, the lake com-

pletely switched off.
\

Anyone who fishes matches regularly will recognise
the feeling. One minute you’re into fish at regular inter-
vals, the next it’s as if someone has flicked a switch.
Bites dried up, liners disappeared, and the whole
venue seemed to go quiet. | started rotating between
lines, adjusting depths, changing hook baits, and try-
ing to spark something—anything—but the peg felt
lifeless.Anticipating the need for a change, I’d already
fed a short maggot line earlier in the match. With the
long line producing nothing, it made sense to drop in
and see if | could nick a few quick bites. It paid off
briefly, with two fish landed, but once again the action
stalled. It was frustrating, especially knowing how
quickly a match can slip away during these quiet
spells.At that point, it was all about staying focused
and not panicking. Matches aren’t always won in the
frantic periods—they’re often decided by how you
manage the difficult ones. | kept feeding little and
often, stayed disciplined with my rigs, and trusted that
the fish would eventually come back on the feed.As
the final hour approached, things began to pick up
again. A few fish came to the net, and a few were un-
fortunately lost—those moments are always painful
when you know every ounce counts i . Still, it was a
relief to be catching again and to finish the match
feeling like I’d squeezed everything possible out of the
peg.When the scales
inally made their way
mlaround, my weight
came to 75lb and
ounces, which was
enough to secure sec-
ond place “ .From
he area I’d drawn, |
as more than happy
ith that result. It felt
“a ' Ilike a small victory in
itself, proving that

“Acareful management
v
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and persistence can still produce a strong finish, even
from a peg that isn’t considered prime real estate.
Credit where it’s due—Bait Bucket Tackle
Warehouse hosted a very well-run match. Everything
flowed smoothly, the atmosphere was friendly but
competitive, and Hawkhurst Fish Farm once again
showed why it’s such a respected venue on the match
circuit. Days like this remind you why you keep coming
back, even when
the fishing makes

And finally, a quick
personal note: |

atch I’d taken on

enough water to rival the lake itself. Still, that’s all part
of the experience, and it certainly didn’t dampen the
enjoyment—or the result.All in all, a cracking day’s
match fishing, a solid finish for The Freshwater In-
former, and another reminder that in angling,
perseverance often pays off. I’'m already looking for-
ward to the next one.

Now back to the tackle room to get ready for the next
outing.

;
i 32", 36" & 42" CARBON NETS COMPLETE WITH 6FT HANDLE & A 3FT EXTENSION.

ALSD AVAILABLE IN DUR RANGE -
SPECIALIST 60" EEL NETS, 60" & 72" CATFISH NETS AND OUR UNIQUE TFD (TOTAL FOLD DOWN) CAT NET.

WEIGH TRIPOD & QUADPOD, ROD REST SYSTEMS, STAGE STANDS, ROD PODS & MORE.

CUSTOM NETS CAN BE MADE. SOLID RELIABLE TACKLE THAT HAS BEEN HAND BUILT IN THE UK

FOR OVER 40 YEARS!




Cuckfield Road
BURGESS HILL RH15 8RE

01444 247757

Opening times:
Mon-Fri: 8.00am to 5.30pm
Sat: 8.00am to 12.30pm
Sunday: Closed  Bank Holiday: Closed

Ej check out our Facebook and Instagram
for the latest news and competitions!

Shirkoak
Fishery

an B
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You can find us on:

winchelsea Beach Angling
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- Winchelsea Beach Angling - Unit 5 Suttons Industrial Park
nchelsea Beach - East Sussex - TN36 4LZ

This beautiful tranquil
fishery is situated
on the outskirts of

Woodchurch village,
stocked with carp
to 30lbs+ and
Pike to 20Ibs+.

F.

Night fishing is permitted by
prior arrangement only.
We can also offer food
delivered to your swim,

our full English breakfast is

proving extremely popular!

Fishing prices start from £15
for three rods for 12 hours.

OAP TUESDAY

£10 incl. bacon roll!
Pre-hookings only

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ

Follow us on Facebook
‘Shirkoak Fishery’ f
for regular updates

www.shirkoakfarm.com

For more information please call

Hugh on 07973 410973
or 01233 860279
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Here at MFC Qutdoor Stores we have a huge
From Jack Pyke and Grafters to Tuff Stuff and Champion to Fe

Airarms and BSA to Hawiée and Vector Optics, it
boots and € -"'.'-.l.il"'.-..,_ J!L...'. fish
"r'_‘."a'ﬂ__;ﬂ_ﬂ’:f' ! e bing e

TSRS _ _7@_ Remingiton
‘:1. F S TUFFSTUFEE o

WOREWEIAR F‘M
JACK PYKE oo

SUPERTOUCH" “orinciins A
CI: er:.i.aw r-rkpﬂrf, ) :EAST  blade) WhitbyKnives

www.mfcoutdoorstores.com
Phone: 01323 846883 Email: info@mfcoutdoorstores.co.uk

9 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 2BE _
Free parking in 100+ space carpark opposite tl].ﬂﬁ q
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Happy New Year, I hope all the readers of the freshwater Informer have had an enjoyable Christmas
period and are now looking forward to the new year on the fishing front. Traditionally this is the time
when we are supposed to make resolutions and decisions which, hopefully, will improve our lot during
the coming year. This can be a good idea generally but stick-
ing to a new regime is always difficult and the fishing plans
are no exception to this.

Although my main aim these days is to just enjoy my fishing
as much as possible, I must admit that I still have a few ideas
about where I would like to spend more time and put in more
of an effort etc. For me, this does not revolve around catch-
ing monster fish or great numbers these days but more to do
with getting better results on waters that have proved difficult
to crack or more consistent catches where I have been
struggling. For the start of this year, I am concentrating on
several Pike waters that can be extremely frustrating because
ideal conditions do not always add up to action on the rods.
Much of this is down to location and I try to combat this by
adopting a more mobile approach, while on one water timing
is king, it seems, as a swim /area where you have blanked
today may well fish exceptionally well tomorrow. Hot spots
can always change because of the movements of fodder fish
which are often in large shoals during mid-winter, but when
you see pike moving in a certain location but fail to get any
takes it often means that
.jyou are missing out on
he main feeding times. This may mean that you need to adjust
our approach by arriving earlier or even staying later and I can
ertainly remember sessions when doing this has been a game
hanger. Why pike would have a preferred feeding time I still
don’t know, and I would not like to suggest a ‘best time’ of day to
arget them, as over the years this has altered considerably from
ater to water and seemingly time of day and of year. So as with
ishing generally, trial and error is often the only tactic available
or identifying these feeding factors. This is one of the many mys-
eries that preserve the attractiveness of angling I believe, but
aving said this, it is only by ruling out as many of these as
#possible that we become successful anglers or at least *‘more
“fsuccessful’. I think that if our results ever became too
predictable, I would lose interest and even now I move away
rom a venue if I think that I have had the best and particularly
ith pike, I don’t want to keep catching the same individual fish
and this happens frequently on popular waters! I believe that
here are rarely as many pike in a lake or stretch of river as is
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often believed. I have come to this conclusion after comparing pictures of fish landed for many years
and by removing traces/snap tackles from fish that have been lost or, unfortunately, left in the pike
due to a lack of ability to remove them.

I have been doing my fare share of blanking already this season but feel that I am learning quite a bit
about the places that I am fishing — particularly about fish movement and even about the relatively
small populations in certain areas and venues. It is all part of the game and sometimes a blank can
tell you as much (or more) as a successful session. A series of good catches as nice as this is, usuaIIy
means that the pike and fodder fish —————

have stayed in the same spot. A blank = ™+ |

suggests that they have moved and you
need to follow or change your timing -
it is all a learning curve and I find it
interesting. I think that although I still
want and enjoy success, I can put up
with blanks if it helps with the overall
war effort. After all I have had a lot of
good sessions over the years, and I
really do just enjoy being out on the
lake or riverbank these days and a
red-letter day is just a bonus that crops
up every now and then — hopefully as a
direct result of my experiments and
efforts. I am sure that when the
‘Piscatorial Pendulum’ finally swings in
my direction it is, in part, due to what I
have learned during those lean times.

-

Best Fishes & Mysteries

Bob Morris

11 Boolr St1ll Availlable
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Coarse Fisheries

Tackle & Bait Supplies

Beaver Farm Fishery Eastbourne Road

Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL 01342 324006 / 07710 656041

IAbsolute Tackle 12 Wealden Forest Park
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ

01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Charlies Lakes

IAnglers Den

Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH 07857 539785|6 North Road, Pevensey Bay BN24 6AY 01323 460441
Chart Hill Lakes IAngling Specialist (ASH)

Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ 07398 571337[29 Queen Street, Horsham RH13 5AA 01403 264644
Chequertree Trout and Coarse Fishery A.R. Tackle

Bethersden, Near Ashford TN26 3JR 01233 820078|8 Castle Street, Hastings TN34 3DY 01424 422094

Coombewood Fishery

Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH 07895 679569

Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse Unit T
Rich Industrial Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU

01273 933050

Elphicks Fisheries

Best Buddies

Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL 01580 854702|28 Martello Drive, Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6PH 01303 487144
Eureka Fishery Bodle Angling
Nicholas Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4AG 07597 879621|Cuckfield Road, Burgess Hill RH15 8RE 01444 247757

Furnace Brook Fishery and Fish Farm

Trolliloes, Cowbeech, near Hailsham BN27 4QR 01435 830835

Chris Brown Products
email: chrisofoaks@gmail.com www.cbproducts.co.uk

01892 723670

Gabriels Fishery

Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088|

Edenbridge Angling
132 High Street, Edenbridge, TN8 5AY

01732 247702

Gabriels Fishery

Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Eastbourne Aquarium & Reptile Centre
19-21 Seaside, Eastbourne BN21 3PP

01323 730635

Greenacres Farm Fishery

Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH 07933 934942

Henfold Bait & Tackle Henfold Lakes
Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW

07956 043922

Hawkhurst Fish Farm

Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT 01580 854702

Jack Frost
Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7HB

01293 521186

Horam Manor Fishery

Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB 01323 840889 / 07707 759364

Gabriels Fishery Tackle Shop
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP

07730 066088

Horsmonden Lakes

Medway Tackle Supplies

Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 01892 838576|11 Twydall Green, Gillingham ME8 6JY 01634 475260
Iden Wood Fishery MFC Outdoor Store

Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT 01797 280180 / 07906 2322259 Station Road, Hailsham BN27 2BE 01323 846883]
Knightingales Fishery Mud Pigs

Stone—In—Oxney, Near Tenterden TN30 7HA 07941 176205|Unit 1, Browns Lane, Uckfield, T22 1UN 07494 785273
Mousehole Lakes, Maidstone Road Orchard Tackle

Nettlestead, Near Paddock Wood ME18 5HR 07725 783405|58 High Brooms Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9DB 07494 670328]

Orchard Place Farm Fishery

Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY 01892 838576

Pinions Baits
431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB

01622 718580

Pittlands Lakes

Polegate Angling Centre

Churn Lane, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood TN12 8HL 07716 065900|Unit 7, Birch Industrial Estate, Eastbourne BN23 6PH 01323 486379
Sandwich Lakes Coarse Fishery Romney Angling
Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA 07936 409912[69, High Street, New Romney TN28 8AH 01797 362889

Shirkoak Fishery

Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 07973 410973

Scotties Fishing Tackle
25 Southwick Square, Southwick, Brighton BN42 4FP

01273 592903

The Lakes at Beachborough Beachborough Park

Newington, Near Folkestone CT18 8BW 07469 809877

South London Angling Centre
286 Lee High Road, London SE13 5PJ

0208 852 4451

Tricklebrook Fishery

Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH 07743 955812

Sussex Bait Developments
Falkenvil Fishery, Saltmarsh Lane, Hailsham BN27 2RJ

07971 303949

Willows Angling Centre

Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham ME9 9BU 01795 520887

The Tackle Box
251 Watling Street, Dartford DA2 6EG

01322 292400

Wylands Farm

\Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU 01424 893394

Winchealsea Beech Angling
Unit 5 Sutton Industrial Park Winchelsea Beach TN36 4LZ

01843 581784

Trout Fisheries

Angling Clubs & Societies

Brick Farm Lakes

\Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS 01323 832615

Hastings Bexhill & District

Cinder Hill Fly Fishing Membership available from:

Email: r.nathan@btinternet.com 01892 770903

Postal enquiries to S.Corke, 2, The Sidings, Bexhill On Sea TN40 1RF

Chris Pagan 07429 655237 / Steve Potter 07935 268174

Coltsford Mill Trout Fishery & Fly Tackle Shop
Mill Lane, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG 01883 715666 / 07798 605867

Tonbridge & District A & FPS
For all enquiries please email:

info@tonbridge-angling.co.uk

Spring Hill Trout Waters

IAlbans Farm, Romford Road, Pembury TN2 4BB 07951 304515

Bromley (Kent) & District AS
PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND
Email: bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk

Tenterden Trout Waters Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden
TN30 6XA www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk 07880 722868

Linton Angling Society
lemail lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

Jason Tuckey on 07983 56922 or

Lakedown Trout Fishery
email lakedowntroutfishery@gmail.com

01435 883449

Wantsum Angling Association
or contact via website www.wantsumaa.co.uk

07570 505934
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Pittlands Lakes Angling Club
Churn Lane

Horsmonden
TN12 8HL

Scan for Website
and more details

PITTLANDS LAKES
07716 065900

At Pittlands Lakes we provide Day and Night Tickets to ALL

The onsite Bar and Restaurant is open during the season for a
variety of hot and cold refreshments including breakfast and
lunches, all at reasonable prices. Winter and Summer times

vary please check with us.

CARAVAN CLUB SITE THAT OFFE MEMBERS
CARAVAN AND MOTORHOME FACILITIES

Even if you’re not fishing please come and sample our
Sunday roasts and enjoy the beautiful lakeside views

Our toilets are brick-built and open
throughout the seaSon, including disabled
; ilet ower room.
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| i t_and Day sessions from £10.
“Maximum 2 rods 1 &
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