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At Orchard Place Farm you can surround yourself in the 
natural beauty of the Kent countryside, located just outside of the picturesque town of Paddock Wood, and only 

8 miles from Maidstone. The fishery boasts 13 lakes - 10 carp and catfish lakes and 3 match/pleasure lakes. 
FULLY FUNCTIONING LAKE 13 - CARP & CATFISH WATER 

Carp to 49lb+

www.orchardplacefarmfishing.co.uk
Tackle/bait/shop situated in the main car park, 

stocking all top bait brands including 
worms maggots etc. Everything you need at 

VERY competitive prices.

MATCH/ 
PLEASURE  

LAKES 
DAY TICKETS 
2 RODS - £10 

CONCESSIONS 1 ROD - £8 

SPECIMEN 

LAKES 

DAY TICKETS 

AVAILABLE 

24HR - £30 
48HR - £55 

(additional charge 

for 3rd rod) 

Many swims have disabled access • All-weather pathways leading all 
around the lakes and up to each individual swim • Purpose-built toilets 

located in the main car park (with hot shower) • Between Lake 3 and Lake 4 
(toilet and sink block only) • Block constructed by Lake 7 also contains a 

microwave, fridge and washing up facilities. 

FOOD IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FROM MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER

Orchard Place Farm Fishing
13 FISHING LAKES in the KENT COUNTRYSIDE 

Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6NY 

01892 838576 or 07860 608218 Catfish to 112lb+

 Top Lake has five swims, Bottom Lake 
has six and both can be fished on a 
day ticket or lake exclusive booking 

Anglers’ mess on site with fresh 
running water, wash basin and toilet 

New to Orchard Place Farm! 
Horsmonden Fishing Lakes

Carp 
to 38lbs

Top Lake 
Catfish to 85lbs

Bottom Lake 
Catfish to 75lbs

Two beautiful lakes set in mature, 
peaceful Kent countryside in an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

Horsmonden Fishing Lakes, Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 
All enquiries and bookings to Orchard Place Farm Fishery on 01892 838576 
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are those of the contributors concerned. All images received are  
accepted as being true and accurate and as described.

Welcome to the February 2026! edition of The Freshwater Informer  
 

Welcome to February. Looking back over the last month, it really has been a case of everything being thrown at 
us. Conditions have been far from kind for time on the bank — wind, rain, snow and ice have all made an appear-

ance, with many lakes carrying an icy lid and rivers pushing through in flood. 
 

If you’ve managed to get out and put a few fish on the bank during all that, then you’ve done very well 
indeed.This time of year is always a tough one, and we often have to prize the pictures from you. That said, it’s a 
fun way for us to give something back, and we ran a small draw on Facebook for anyone who sent their captures 

in to us. 
 

With the potential for the weather to start turning in our favour, let’s get back out on the bank, support the 
fisheries, and as always, give us a mention where you can. Every bit of support helps keep this free magazine 

alive and available for everyone. 
 

I’m working hard behind the scenes to continue growing the magazine and to bring you even more great content 
as we move through 2026. 

 
If you’ve got a venue you think we should visit, or a story you’d like to 

share, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 

 Until next time—tight lines, and make the most of every second on the 
bank.

Have a great Month tight lines to you all 
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 I rubbed my eye as reality blurred into focus, but 
something was wrong. I had set the alarm in 
good time to ensure that I was up and out on the 
bank before sunrise, but instead of the expected 
darkness, an eerie glow illuminated a gap in the  
curtains. Surely I hadn’t overslept? If it was 
something trivial such as work, I might have 
done, but to miss out on precious fishing time 
was unlike me. I forced the overnight fog from my 
mind, as my brain struggled to make sense of the 
situation.  
 
 I got up, pulled back the curtains, and all became 
clear. It was still early, it was still dark. Overnight 
snow had given the ground a crisp white over-
coat, and it was the reflected light of the moon 
that was causing the room to glow. 
 
 One half of my brain was satisfied that the  
mystery was solved and drifted off into  
comfortable absent mindedness, whilst the other 
sparked awake in panic.  
 
 There wasn’t lots of snow, but there was enough 
to question whether I really wanted to be the first 
person to attempt the cross country drive down 
narrow lanes to what was a fairly 
remote fishing destination.  
 
 I put the kettle on and sat down 
to try and come up with a plan, 
over a steaming mug of tea. I 
really wanted to go fishing for 
pike, but pike fishing for me has 
been quite patchy this season 
and I didn’t really fancy risking 
my car for a blank, although the 
lure of the knowledge that my 
intended stretch could throw up 
a big fish still made it a consider-
ation. Chub, on the other hand, 
are known to feed in the coldest 
of weather and would offer a 
safer, and better, chance of  
getting a ‘snow shot’ for the 
photo album.  I was torn. In the 
end, discretion proved to be the 

better part of valour  and I settled for a brisk walk 
across the fields to a tributary of the river rother, 
rather than a thrill filled drive to the far edge of 
the county. 
 
 Bait was the next issue. Of deadbaits, I had a 
freezer full. Primed and ready to go. For chub, not 
so much. A quick rake around the fridge revealed 
the remnants of some leftover cheese from the 
festive period. Grated into a bowl, bulked out with 
a couple of slices of bread and a liberal helping of 
flour, I soon had a workable ball of cheese paste, 
and a worktop that resembled the ground outside! 
Add to that a handful of prawns left over from a 
perch session, and I was armed, if not particularly  
dangerous... 
 
 Tackle was the next consideration. Small rivers 
and streams tend to present a myriad of  
challenges. One moment you might be fishing a 
long shallow glide, the next a deep slow moving 
pool, or trying to present a bait in a tiny gap  
beneath an overhanging tree. Add to that that 
you need to remain mobile, and it is very easy to 
weigh yourself down with rods and tackle ‘just in 
case’. 

IInn  TThhee  EEddggee  WWiitthh  AAlleexx
Visions of monster pike were torn from my dreams as the alarm 
dragged me noisily from my slumber.
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None of that sits well with me, and so over the 
years I have developed what I like to call the  
Roving River Rig. It is a very grandiose name for 
what is a very simple rig, but its simpleness is 
what makes it so versatile and effective.  In my 
experience it works best with bigger baits such 
as paste, lobworms, meat, or large prawns, and 
is ideally suited to bold biting fish such as chub 
or perch. It is no more complicated than  
threading a float adaptor onto your mainline, 
held in place with two float stops, and then tying 
on an appropriately sized hook. It is how you use 
the adaptor that gives you options. In its most 
basic form you can use nothing at all and  
basically freeline. This is probably more suited to 
summer fishing when the fish are high in the 
water, or at the tail end of shallow glides and 
pools. For float fishing simply plug a float into 
the adapter. It wants to be buoyant enough to 
supposed the bait, but small enough to be 
cocked by the weight of it. I carry a selection of 
painted cork balls, with a small length of bamboo 
skewer glued into them to act as a stem,  
although the Stubba floats from Korum are a 
very good ready made solution. You can then use 
the float stops to vary the depth that you need to 
present a bait at. Lastly, it can be used as a 
makeshift leger rig. Any small swivel lead will do, 
but again, I’ve been very impressed with the 
‘touch ledger’ weights from Korum. Available in 
two sizes, they come in packs of three and are 
ideal for bouncing a bait into position or any 
likely looking lie. Instead of setting the depth, 
you can use the float stops to vary the length of 
the hooklink, and depending on how tight to 
the adaptor they are, create a semi-fixed rig, 
or a running rig with a back stop. You do 
need to be careful with leads of over an ¾ 
ounce, as they will most likely come off  
during the fight, so I only use them if the 
situation dictates.  
 
 With my head clearing, and a plan in place, I 
put on as many layers as possible, grabbed 
my rod, landing net, a pocket full of bits, and 
set out across the fields. The air was cold and 
crisp, the world was still, and save for my  
puffing and panting, it would have been easy 
to think that I was the only living thing for 
miles around. But the snow told a different 
story. A lattice work of footprints traced the 
path of those that had gone before me. Fox, 
rabbit, deer and badgers had all passed this 
way whilst I was still in a state of earlier con-
fusion. 
  
 I arrived at the river. A dark thread stitched 
across an otherwise white landscape. I ruined 
the first pool before I had even started. Steep 
banks can be precarious at the best of times, 
more so when snow covers hidden dangers. I 

had made it half way down before missing my 
footing and unceremoniously sliding on my  
backside to the waters edge. It was only my 
pride that was bruised. The copious amount of 
clothing that I was wearing, cushioning the fall. I 
clambered back up the bank, glad of the fact that 
it was only the wildlife that had witnessed my  
stupidity.  The next pool I elected to fish from 
field level. An eddy had created a raft of 
branches and leaves. The perfect spot for a  
hungry chub. I fitted a float to the adaptor, 
squeezed some paste around the hook, and 
lowered the float into the water. It bobbed along, 
coming to rest at the front of the raft.  
 
I imagined the bait wafting enticingly in  the 
flow. With a sharp jolt, the float disappeared. I 
struck, and my rod hooped over as tremors 
thumped up the line. The fish fought so hard 
that, for a moment, I thought that I may have 
hooked a rouge trout, but as I extracted it from 
under the cover it revealed itself to be a chub. 
And a good one at that, for such a narrow 
stretch. With my landing net handle fully  
extended I could just reach the water, and 
bundled the fish, plus a few twigs and branches, 
into the net. I didn’t weigh it, I didn’t need to, I 
had achieved what I had set out to do by  
catching a fish in the snow. I even managed to 
add a second one a hundred yards downstream 
using the leger, before the cold really started to 
bite at my toes. Mission accomplished, happy but 
freezing, I set off home for more tea and to tidy 
the kitchen...

Alex 
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Perch from the resent  
Netting at Mousehole 5lb

Danny 21lb 8oz Kingfisher - 
Mousehole

Perch from the resent  
Netting at Mousehole

Mousehole Fishery
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Elphicks has been designed and built with the modern angler in mind.
We have 7 lakes available for day ticket and session fishing. Each 
lake has it’s own parking within easy reach of the swims and all 
swims are ‘all weather’ - either built of Astroturf, stone or bark. 
Please contact the fishery for further information on any of our lakes.

Elphicks Fisheries Spelmonden Road
Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8EL

Tel: 01580 212512
email: info@elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

www.elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

Graham Dann - Mushroom Farm

Steve Castle - Boxing Day Common

Apsey Beaney - Cackle Hill - 30lb Grass Carp

Jason VanArkadie - Mousehole 
40lb 8oz PB

Sam wells - Local River - Stunning 28lb Pike Graham Dann - Barrett's Park

Greenacres Farm Fishery 
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Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes. For the specimen lakes prices start 
at £20 for the day rising to £30 for a 24hrs ticket (up to 3 rods). Lessons now available 

for all ages. Gates open at 7am and close at 6.30pm (Winter hours 7am to 5pm) 

SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £8 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality lakes for all. There is one specimen 
lake for carp up to 30lbs+ and perch to 5lbs, one specimen predator lake for carp to 30lbs+, 

catfish to 60lbs+ and pike to 15lbs, one match lake with 22 purpose-built swims, one coarse lake 
and finally a tench/family pond. Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower and wet room.  

This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!

To book, please call or text us on 07933 934942 
or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk 

Email : greenacresfarmfishery@gmail.com

GREENACRES FARM FISHERY

Sissinghurst Road | Biddenden | Kent | TN27 8EH
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Scott Clack Phil Norman - Float Rod 
Caught CommonLuke Ellis - Winter Tench Adam Fairclough -  

More House Farm Fishery

Logan Hutchison - Notyouravreaanglerr -  
Piking for a Change

Liam - 25lb 5oz Military Canal - 20+ Years Trying to beat 
a 17lb PB since Liam was 12 years Old, Well Done

James Big Fish Lock - 1st Pike of the year -  
Hydneye Lake

Mark Day - Plucks Gutter Early Morning Pike

5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of
woodland, containing

Carp to 30lbs, Tench to 5lbs,
Bream to 9lb plus Roach,

Rudd and Chub

Spring Lodge | Iden Wood Fishery
| Coldharbour Lane | Iden |  Rye |

East Sussex |  TN31 7UT

Vehicle access/night fishing
allowed / match bookings taken

Iden Wood
Fishery

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown 

01797 280180
Mobile:                                              

07906 232225
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In order to fish any of our specimen lakes you must become a member first.  
To do this simply continue with your catch booking then upon arrival of the venue 

we will sort out your membership and issue you a  
membership card. We have been asked to 
add multiple tiered memberships by you 

amazing anglers so that’s just what we’ve 
done!

The fishery is located at More House Farm 
Lunce's Hill, Wivelsfield RH17 7RE 

 
For a map and further directions to find More House Farm please go to our contact page.

More House Farm Fishery 

More House Farm is a rapidly expanding 
fishery set in the beautiful Mid Sussex 

countryside. It currently boasts five lakes. 
They are all set in very tranquil surroundings, 

bordered almost entirely by open country 
side. 

 
We also have Two new Specimen carp lakes 

called Oaks and Dogwood that were built June 
2020 and opened October 2021. Oaks has 5 

pegs on it with carp ranging from 15lb – 33lb. 
Dogwood has 11 pegs on it separated by  

islands we have 18 tench and carp ranging 
from 8lb – 32 lb and already the lakes are 

showing great promise and as soon as the  
Pictures come in I will make a new section on 

the website for them.

www.mhff.co.uk
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WE HAVE NOW JOINED CLUBMATE 
View the waters on the web 

www.tonbridge­angling.co.uk 
or 

https://tdafps.clubmate.co.uk/register

 
For all enquiries please email: 

info@tonbridge­angling.co.uk

14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing: 
Carp to 52lbs 4ozs, Tench to 12lbs 8ozs, Bream to 19lbs+, 
Barbel to 15lbs 2ozs, Chub to 5lbs+, Perch to 3lbs 6ozs, 

Pike to 31lbs 6ozs, Crucians to 4lbs 6ozs and 
Grass Carp to 29lbs 6ozs. 

Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.

NEW Gold Membership    £225 + £10 Joining Fee 
NEW Silver Membership    £85 + £10 Joining Fee   

NEW Bronze Membership 
OAP 66+/Student 16-18/Disabled 
(Proof Needed) £45 + £10 Joining Fee

The Linton Angling Society - Membership Vacancies
We are a small but friendly club with beautiful lake, 2 ponds, 5 reservoirs and over 8 miles of fishing on the 

River Medway and Beult. Our waters contain Carp to 32lb, Pike 30lb+, Tench 8lb+, Chub 7lb, Perch 4lb and Roach to 3lb, 
including some good Bream and Eels. All year fishing, member’s guest permits, night fishing allowed. We run over 

30 matches a year and have a large junior section. Concessionary rates available for OAPs, Disabled and Juniors. 
For further details contact: Jason Tuckey on 07983 569220 

e-mail: lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk 

www.lintonangling.co.uk

Fishing Clubs

QUALITY RELIABLE TACKLE BUILT TO LAST!

07301 011001
sales@cbproducts.co.uk

www.cbproducts.co.uk chrisbrownproducts

32", 36" & 42" carbon nets complete with 6ft handle & a 3ft extension. 
Also available in our range - 

specialist 60" Eel nets, 60" & 72" Catfish nets and our unique TFD (total fold down) cat net.

Weigh tripod & quadpod, rod rest systems, stage stands, rod pods & more. 

Custom nets can be made. Solid reliable tackle that has been hand built in the UK
for over 40 years!

Join us now for the 2026-27 season and get the 
remainder of the 2025-26 season for free! 

Your membership will be valid from the date of 
purchase until March 31st 2027, giving you 15 

months for the price of twelve.

Contact us:- 
 Telephone:  07873 322562               

Email: email@crowboroughanglers.org.uk 
www.crowboroughanglers.org.uk

Welcoming anglers since...1948

mailto:email@crowboroughanglers.org.uk
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Damon Scott - Gedges Hill Fishery - 24lb 7oz

Jack Hurst - Dartford lakes - 
13.4LB Mirror Carp

Ben Low - Local Lake -  
Mirror Carp 

Gustas Sirvys - Pitlands 
Lakes - 10lb 2oz

Joe Webb - Local Park - 
20lb 4oz

Steve 31lb New PB Mousehole

Jack Hurst - Baldwins Dartford 
Lakes - 18lb 1oz Common

Joseph Mcrandal - Birchmere Lake - 33lb 4oz Mirror Carp 

FFiisshh  ooff  tthhee  MMoonntthh  PPrriizzee  WWiinnnneerr
This competition is open to all species. To be in with a chance 

of winning, send your catches to: 
info@freshwaterinformer.com or our Facebook Page, 

 Winners will receive a: 
 

FFrreesshhwwaatteerr IInnffoorrmmeerr / UUrrbbaann  BBaaiittss Session Pack 
2kg of Boilies 1kg Stick Mix, 500ml Liquid and Hook Baits 
to match in either their NNuuttccrraacckkeerr,,  RReedd  SSppiiccyy  FFiisshh,,  TTuunnaa  &&  

GGaarrlliicc,,  SSttrraawwbbeerrrryy  oorr  FFuullllyy  LLooaaddeedd  RRaannggee  
 

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 Winner’s Spotlight 🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣A huge congratulations to  
Joseph on landing a stunning 33lb 4oz Mirror carp from 
Birchmere lake Fishery — our Urban Bait Prize Winner! 

 
Your continued support is what makes these giveaways 

possible! Stay tuned for next month’s  
prize – you won’t want to miss it! 
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A January Short Session – House Lake, Wylands 
Farm Fishery 
 
January can be a painful month for most anglers. A 
long wait until payday after the festive break, 
coupled with generally poor weather, often keeps 
us away from the bank. This year we’ve seen it all 
– snow, rain, strong winds and frozen lakes.  
Despite all that, I still wanted to get out. 
 
With Jim working and unavailable, I made the  
effort to sort my kit for a short session on House 
Lake at Wylands Farm Fishery. It’s close to home, 
which meant no stress with an early start, and 
House Lake is generally an easier water with a 
smaller stamp of fish – ideal for a few hours when 
time is limited. 
 
With my bags packed the night before, I opted to 
fish two rods. One was a quiver rod set up with a 
method feeder, and the other a simple hair-rigged 
bottom bait with a small mesh PVA bag of pellets. 
 
I started by sorting the bottom-bait rod, casting it 
towards the dying reeds around half a rod length 
out, hoping to nick a bite tight to cover. That rod 
went on the alarms, giving me time to set up the 
quiver rod. I mixed a small batch of method mix, 
adding some pellets and a little extra flavour,  

making sure the  
consistency was spot on. 
 
For the method setup, I 
chose a short mono rig  
attached to a quick-change 
method connector, allow-
ing me to swap rigs easily 
if needed. With the feeder 
moulded and ready, I cast 
a few rod lengths to the 
side of my swim, fishing in 
front of the inlet. 
 

One of the benefits of  
fishing House Lake is the comfort. You’re never far 
from the café or toilets, which makes for a very 
pleasant day on the bank. My swim was shingle, 
which was a bonus as the rain had made many of 
the banks very wet. I even had a robin come to 
visit, scrounging for bait – and he didn’t leave 
empty-handed. 
 
It wasn’t long before the hair-rig rod produced a 
bite. A slow pull-away and I was into a fish – blank 

saved at least. I took my time playing it to the net 
and made sure I got it unhooked and  
photographed, just in case it turned out to be my 
only fish of the session. 
 
With everything 
reset and the 
rig back on the 
spot, I  
refreshed the 
method rod. 
Only a few  
minutes later 
the quiver tip 
wrapped round 
and line peeled 
from the reel. 
Picking up the 
rod, it immedi-
ately felt like a 
better fish. On 
light gear everything feels bigger, but that’s all part 
of the enjoyment. The fish put up a cracking fight 
on the lighter line, reminding me just how much 
fun smaller carp and mixed species can be on  
balanced tackle. 
 
Once the fish was safely in the net, I sorted the 
camera and grabbed a few quick shots before  
slipping it back. I didn’t weigh the fish, but it 
scrapped hard and certainly ended the session on a 
high. With that, I packed up, making sure  
everything was tidy before heading home. 
 
Short-session fishing can be incredibly rewarding, 
especially when you’re using lighter equipment. 
These days, fishing for me is about enjoyment 
rather than sitting it out for big lumps. I can’t  
always afford the time, and it doesn’t feel quite the 
same when fish are stocked bigger than your PB. 
The quest for the unknown disappears. 
 
Having five or six 
hours and targeting 
whatever swims in the 
pond has far more  
appeal. It’s simple, 
enjoyable, and makes 
for a perfect morning 
or afternoon on the 
bank.

6hr Session At Wylands Farm Fishery 
Team Freshwater Infomer

Glen 
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CARP: Andy shares his knowledge and experience in this rapidly growing 
form of fly fishing. He has written two blogs for Fulling Mill specifically 

detailing the tackle and tactics he uses; follow this link 
www.fullingmill.co.uk  

 

TROUT: Boat fishing on Bewl Water or Powdermill reservoir, learn how to 
locate and catch fish on these large intimidating waters, or fish one of the 

smaller local fisheries. Learn where trout find their food during the 
changing seasons; understand this and you will ‘catch more fish’.  

 

LURE FISHING: A day afloat with Andy, fishing local reservoirs for Pike, 
Perch or Zander will see you learning how to search these large bodies of 
water. Fishing from a boat while using different styles of lures, fish finders 

and drogues is all part of a successful reservoir angler's armoury.  
 

WEBSITE: View available options here: www.thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk 

TO BOOK A DAY email: info@thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk with your contact 
phone number and Andy will call you back and discuss details.  

GUIDED FLY & LURE FISHING DAYS  
WITH ANDY LUSH

  

FLY FISHING One of Andy’s favourite 
methods is no longer just for trout. In 

recent years Andy has been successful 
at catching specimen carp, throughout 

the summer from local day ticket waters. 
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Lakedown Trout Fishery & Taproom - Check Facebook for June Events 

01892 826041 / 07951 30451501892 826041 / 07951 304515 www.springhilltroutwaters.co.ukwww.springhilltroutwaters.co.uk

TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS, CHENNELL PARK ROAD,  
TENTERDEN, KENT TN30 6XA 

 
Our family owned Fishery is set in picturesque Wealden countryside offering 5 
acres of prime stillwater fly fishing for rainbow, brown and blue trout.  
 
Choose from catch/release or catch/keep permits for full 
day, half day and evening sessions. Relax & kickback in our 

comfortable Fishery Lodge with a complimentary tea/coffee/soup.   

Fly Fishing Tuition – for beginners 1-to-1 or small groups.  

Gift Vouchers – Ideal for fishing permits, tuition and Shepherds Hut stays. 

Stay with us – Enjoy 20% off fishing permits when booking our heated Shepherd‛s Hut  

10 mins from Tenterden and Chapel Down Vineyard.  
 

www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

LAKEDOWN TROUT FISHERY & TAPROOM 
 
Lakedown Trout Fishery is situated in a secluded Wealden valley with 
scenic views & no visible sign of habitation. 
 
The Fishery was originally designed & created in 1981 by actor & Rock 
legend Roger Daltrey. 
 
The four spring-fed lakes totalling approximately 20 acres have an 
abundance of aquatic fly life.    
 
"A visual assault on the senses. There can be no prettier fishery in this 
land. Spikes of bright yellow flag decorate the banks which are thick 

with beds of rose bay willow herb, bee-
haunted fox gloves & spotted orchid. A place 
where wild browns & rainbows live side by 
side"  
 
Lakedown Tap Room is situated on our 
family farm and trout fishery; Lakedown 
Trout Fishery, Swife Lane,  
Burwash, TN21 8UX.  
 
 Lakedown Brewing Company is a family run, independently brewery in the heart of rural 
East Sussex. We brew modern and traditional beers in cask, keg, can and bottle. We are 
proud to brew the best versions of the beers we love.  
 
There’s no need to book, turn up and enjoy what we have on offer! 
As the lane is narrow, please drive slowly. 

TETENTETERDRDEN TROUT WAWATETERS 
Coooombmbe FarmFarm, , ChChennnnellll ParkPark Roadad 

TeTenteterdrden, , Kent TN30N30 6XAXA 
We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport 

in beautiful Wealden Countryside. 
Day Permit £50 = 4 best fish 

Half Day Permit £34 = 2 best fish 
Catch & Release & 

Junior Permits available. 
Regular stocking of top quality 

Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 12lbs 
TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE 
TUITION BY APPOINTMENT 

RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER 
FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH ISLES 

Contact 07880 722868 
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk 
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November 19th 
A wet cold start, barely 4 °C, I had the lake to 
myself so I chose a swim that gave me access to 
the deep water channel that led up into the  
narrow end of the lake. For once I had taken the 
precaution of bringing an umbrella; the wind was 
bitterly cold, so I was grateful for the shelter it 
provided. Both rods were cast into 12 feet 
[365cm]of water, one set at 5 feet [150cm] off 
the bottom with a red hookbait, the other was at 
6 feet [180cm] with a yellow hookbait. Once in 
position I cast ten mini spombs of sloppy  
cloudbait over both rods which were positioned 
roughly 10 feet [300cm] apart. For the first hour 
I topped up the swim with a further ten spombs 
every 15 minutes; after that I reverted to 
spombing every 30 minutes. 

Around midday the temperature dropped 
suddenly and was followed shortly by a flurry of 
snow which lasted for an hour! As the snow 
eased I saw the first signs of carp in the vicinity 
of my rigs; followed by small lifts and trembles 
on the bobbins, with occasional bleeps from my 
alarms. Finally at 1.15pm, while spombing, I had 
a slow steady run on my red hookbait positioned 
at 5 feet [150cm]. Although not a large carp, the 
10lb common was a great confidence booster. 
After this it was as if a switch had been flicked, 
as I received a double take at 2pm, shortly after 
I’d finished spombing. I landed a small common, 
but unfortunately lost the other fish, which I’m 
pretty sure was foul-hooked, as it was  
uncontrollable. I didn’t have too much time to 
ponder on this as at 2.10pm, my yellow bait set 
at 6 feet [180cm] on the right-hand rod burst 

into life with another 10lb common. 3pm, I land 
a 15lb mirror on my right hand rod, while un-
hooking it on the mat, I got another run on the 
red bait set at 5 feet [150cm]. I rushed to the 
water's edge, plonked the landing net back in 
the lake, with the mirror still in it, and set about 
bringing another mid-double common to the net. 
Just as I was about to scoop it up, the hook 
pulled. Doh!   
 
I was now getting loads of indications, which saw 
the bobbins lifting slightly before dropping back; 
I imagined this was caused by fish swimming 
into my long hook lengths. I adjusted the depths 
frequently knowing there were fish in my swim. 
3.15pm, a double figure mirror fell to the right-
hand rod with a yellow bait at 6ft [180cm]. 
3.50pm another mirror of 8lbs on left-hand rod, 
red bait at 5 feet [150cm].   

 
 
As the light faded my bites stopped; I started to 
see signs of carp swirling just sub-surface, over 
my baited area. On reflection, I should have  
repositioned my baits closer to the surface, but 
having had so many bites at 5-6 feet[150-
180cm] off the bottom, I was still hoping for 
another picked up. It’s easy with hindsight to 
know I should have changed the depths of both 
zigs; or at least I should have staggered their 
depths closer to the surface. I didn’t, so I 
blanked for the last hour; “you live and learn”.  
 
November 24th 
What a difference; it was several degrees 
warmer on this visit, and no snow. I was very 

Andy Lush - The Friendly Fisherman
Zig Rigs - Kettles Lake, Elphicks

Tape markers at 6” and 12” are used 
for accurate depth adjustments

Waiting for a Bite
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confident after the success of my last trip. I was 
fishing the same swim as previously, so knew the 
depth and the distance I needed to cast; this  
enabled me to get both rods positioned much 
earlier. Once I was happy they were in position 
and not tangled, I cast ten midi-sized spombs 
over them to kick things off. I rebaited every 15  
minutes for the first two hours, as I intended to 
be more positive in my approach, hoping this 
would attract the carp much quicker.  
 
Not having seen a sign of carp in the first two 
hours, and without any liners to indicate fish 
were in my swim, I decided to rein back the 
spombing, to rebait every 20 minutes. I wasn’t 
too anxious at this point as all my bites last week 
had come after 2pm. At 2pm, the bobbin of my 
left-hand rod set at 5 feet [150cm], with a red 
bait slowly lifted and hovered for a few  
moments. I’ve noticed that takes on long hook 
lengths are not as positive as those on shorter 
ones. I believe the carp don’t feel the lead as 
quickly due to the long hook length pivoting;  
although the hook is in their mouth, it doesn’t 
panic them in the same way; hence the  
indications are not very positive. I picked up the 
rod, winding down quickly until I felt some 
weight, before sweeping the rod low and  
sideways to set the hook. I’ve found striking this 
way is more effective when using zigs, as it 
draws the line through the lead, rather than a 
conventional upward strike, which only lifts the 
lead off the bottom, cushioning the strike, which 
bumps the fish off. As I played the carp, I was  
already imagining the action was about to kick 
off. As the fish surfaced my hopes evaporated; 
I’d foul hooked a bream in the dorsal fin!  
Obviously it had swum into my long hook length. 
Over the next few hours, despite changing 
depths and switching colours of bait frequently, I 
blanked! I packed up disappointed and confused. 
On my drive home I wondered what I could or 
should have done differently.  
 

 

December 1st 
Very windy and only 6 °C, a different venue this 
time, but one that had a similar area of deep 
water, which would give me plenty of scope to 
search through the depths with the adjustable 
zigs. I was more cautious about the amount of 
bait I fed this time, reducing my spombs to five 
every 15 minutes for the first hour, then reducing 
to five every 20 minutes.  
 
Sitting under my umbrella I watched the water 
like a hawk, looking for any signs of fish. I was 
positioned at the bottom end of the wind, so  
unless a carp launched itself out of the water, I 
wouldn’t have seen it! I wondered if I should 
have chosen a more sheltered spot, upwind?  
Occasionally, I walked up to the calm end of the 
lake, hoping I would see something that might 
give me a clue what I should do. Unfortunately I 
saw nothing, and added another blank to the 
diary. 
 
December 17th 
I returned to my usual water, after the break 
from fishing elsewhere. It was a very cold start 1 
°C, water temp 6.5 °C. I decided to fish a couple 
of swims further down the lake towards the main 
body of deep water, as I imagined this was where 
the carp were holed up. I had reverted to using a 
mini spomb, and only feeding five spombs every 
20 minutes. I was being more cautious as winter 
had finally arrived, and the fish were now  
inactive. An early fish at 9.40am on a red bait at 
5 feet [150cm] was a great confidence booster 
which unfortunately wasn’t the beginning of a 
feeding spell. I had to wait until 12.25pm for 
another bite, which resulted in a bream, again at 
5 feet [150cm] off the bottom on red. Despite 
my best efforts, that was the sum total of the  
action: on a rather disappointing day. 
 
After this session I came to the conclusion I 
should wait until March before I resumed my 
quest to master zigs. In the meantime there are 
pike, perch, roach and zander waiting to keep 
me occupied. 
 
 
Til’ next month, tight lines. 
 

 
Andy Lush 

Sloopy mix of ground expander, 
porridge oats and evaporated milk 
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🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 Fish With Carl – Signed Book Winner! 🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 
Five-year-old Archie has had a fantastic year on the bank, 
catching carp and just about every species of coarse fish 

going. Lately though, all he’s been watching is lure fishing on 
YouTube, so this marked a new venture for both of us with a 
full day spent down on the local canal. As the year has gone 

for him, he was the only one to manage a catch and, of course, 
it was his target species. 🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣Proof that enthusiasm, patience, 
and a bit of confidence in your approach go a long way, no 
matter your age. 

 
Keep those pho-
tos coming for  
Future issues of 
The Freshwater 

Informer! 📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸📸🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣!

Junior Informer

Kindly sponsored by MFC Outdoor Store  
& Fish With Carl

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉
🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 MFC Store Prize Winner – William Stevens 🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣  Fish With Carl Winner: Archie Collado 🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉
🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 

Fish With Carl

WWIINNNNEERR

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉
🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 MFC Baits Prize Winner  
The Freshwater Informer 🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 
 

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉
🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 MFC Prize Winner – The Freshwater Informer 🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 
 

Cold northerly winds made conditions tough, but 
fishing to the deeper water produced this very 

welcome Common carp. 
 

A hard-earned capture and a fitting last carp of the 
year, earning the MFC prize 👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 

 
Send in your catch reports to be featured and be in 

with a chance of winning in future issues!

JJuunniioorr  

CCoommppeettiittiioonn  

WWiinnnneerrss 

WWIINNNNEERR

See Page 13 & 31 
for more details for 

MFC
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Jamie Thomas - Darenth Fishing 
Complex - 60lb Wels Catfish

Edward Baldwin - Shirkoak farm 
and fishery - Pike 10.42 lb

Archie Kitchen - 20lb Common - 
Hulk doing the Buisness

Harry Ricket (10)  
Hythe Canal 

Fraser McGoldrick - 8lb 5oz 
Pike Wallers Haven

Devon Castleman - Wylands 
Middle Lake - 14lb Mirror

Arlo - 2lb-12oz-Perch - River Medway

Alyssa - Knightingales -  
1st Ever Fish Caught

Jayson - CDAA - 15lb 8oz 
Pike - Wittersham

Jacob Murray - 21lb Mirror -  
Maggots

James Ridley - Chub 3.8 lbs - 
Trotting a Worm

Friday Night Success – Freddie’s New PB 37.5lb on a 
Combi Rig

NEW PBNEW PB

NEW PB
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TEL 07743 955812 | 01892 835453 | EMAIL info@tricklebrookfishery.co.uk 

Tricklebrook Fishery | Colts Hill | Five Oak Green | TN12 6SH
Telephone bookings are to be paid in advance and are non-refundable • Credit and Debit cards now accepted

This fantastic coarse fishery consists of two very well stocked lakes. 
A 4 acre specimen lake stocked with big Catfish up to 50lbs, huge Carp 

up to 40lbs, big Perch up to 6lbs and beautiful Roach over 3lbs. And a 1 acre 
match fishing lake teaming with a variety of species weighing up to 28lbs.

LAKE RULES
1. A TICKET MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FISHING 

2. ALL NETS, UNHOOKING MATS AND WEIGH SLINGS MUST BE DRY BEFORE 
DIPPING IN THE DISINFECTANT BATHS 

3. NO NUTS OR PARTICLE 

4. BOILIE AND PELLET ONLY FOR SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE - ALL BAIT 
WILL BE INSPECTED 

5. ALL FISH MUST BE RETURNED TO THE WATER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
FOLLOWING CAPTURE. NO STANDING. FISH MUST BE HELD LOW OVER A 
MAT/CRADLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS 

6. MINIMUM 15LB LINE AND NO BRAIDED MAIN LINE 

7. NO SACKING OR RETAINING OF FISH IS PERMITTED. THE REMOVAL OF 
FISH FROM THIS VENUE WILL BE VIEWED AS A CRIMINAL ACT 

8. EACH ANGLER MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 42 INCH LANDING NET AND A 
LARGE PADDED UNHOOKING MAT/CRADLE REGARDLESS OF TARGET 
SPECIES ON SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE 

9. BARBLESS HOOKS ONLY 

10. NO LEAD CORE, NO FUSED LEADERS OF ANY KIND INCLUDING SAFEZONE 

11. NO FIXED LEAD RIGS. ALL LEADS MUST PASS FREELY OVER LEADER 
KNOTS. RIG CHECKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT 

12. RECREATIONAL DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED - IMMEDIATE BAN 
FOLLOWS 

13. PLEASE INFORM FISHERY MANAGEMENT OF ANY SNAGGED TACKLE 
OR FISH 

14. ANY FISH OVER 28LB MUST BE REPORTED TO BAILIFF 

15. NO DOGS ALLOWED 

16. BARBECUES ALLOWED IF OFF THE GROUND 

17. NO BAIT BOATS 

18. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN BEING 
ASKED TO LEAVE AND/OR BANS WHERE APPROPRIATE AND NO REFUND 
WILL BE OFFERED 

19. TRICKLEBROOK IS NOW OPERATING A ZERO-TOLERANCE 
POLICY TO ANY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OR ABUSE 
TOWARDS ITS BAILIFFS AND STAFF 

20. ALL RUBBISH TO BE TAKEN HOME 

OPENING TIMES 
SUMMER 7AM - 7PM    WINTER 7AM TO DUSK

find us on facebook and instagram
.

7

Book now on 
Swimbooker
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Cackle Hill Lakes & Coarse Fishery  

SPECIMEN LAKE’S 1 & 2  
                 2 Rods / 3 Rods 
24 Hours = £35 & £40  
48 Hours = £60 & £70 
36 Hours (2days 1 night) = £50 & £55 
36 Hours (2nights 1 Day) = £55 & £60 
60 Hours = £80 & £90 
72 Hours = £95 & £110 
 

Mixed Lake - 1.5 acres 
2 rods - £20 per Adult - £17 for over 65’s & Juniors 

Extra rod £5 
 

Species present in our lakes 
• Common Carp up to 40lb • Mirror Carp 47lb+ • 

Leather Carp 32lb+ 
• Grass Carp 42lb+ • Catfish 125lb+ • Tench 8lb+ • 

Bream 8lb+ 
• Perch 5lb+ also F1’s, Rudd, Roach and Chub

This beautifully designed, prestige holiday lodge 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR A GREAT DAY’S FISHING 
 

Stocking fantastic brands e.g. Mainline Shelf Life 
and frozen boilies, pop ups and dips. Also a variety 

of quality groundbaits,particles and pellets,  
Fox, Korda, Clothing, Gas, Batteries, headlamps, 

catapults, rigs, alarms and much more...

www.cackle-hill-lakes.com

Headcorn Road | Biddenden | Kent TN27 8JW 
01580 292292 | 07885 284500

CACKLE HILL Tackle and Bait Shop 

CACKLE HILL CAFÉCACKLE HILL HOLIDAY LODGES 
... perfectly placed for both fishing and 

golf with a Nick Faldo designed golf 
course just over the road.  

Biddenden boasts a Michelin starred 
restaurant as well as a traditional tea 
shop and a popular pub, while nearby 

Headcorn has a good  
selection of shops and a station with 
trains to London, Canterbury and the 

coast

Spacious 1, 2 or 3 bedroom holiday 
fishing lodge, ideal for fishing groups or 

families, set within the grounds of 
Cackle Hill Lakes Fishery 

 
Available all year round 

Full Lake Bookings  are Available 

HOT AND COLD FOOD 

AND DRINKS  

AVAILABLE

 
Serving hot, freshly cooked food. 

We are open for service to non anglers as 
well as our Anglers, come and relax and 
enjoy our tasty menu come rain or shine   

 
Why not try a Cackle Hill Takeaway - 

check out the 
menu on our website.
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Well stocked bait & tackle shop 
open from 7am every day. 

 
24/7 vending machine stocking 

maggots and worms 

Gabriels Fishery | Marsh Green Road | Edenbridge TN8 5PP 
Bait and Tackle Shop: 01732 865355 

Email: info@gabriels-fishery.co.uk

www.gabriels-fishery.co.uk 

GABRIELS
FISHERY

5 lakes and 
1.25 miles 
of the  
River Eden

Advanced booking 
available 

Toilets and 
shower facilities

Day & night 
session fishing

Camping &  
Caravanning facilities

SILVER  
Match Lake

OAK LAKE 
carp to 30lbs 

Specimen Lake 
ADMIRAL LAKE 

fish to 41lbs

SWALLOW LAKE 
& HARE LAKE 

great for beginners 

Gabriel’s Fishery would like to wish many happy fish-
ing ours to all our friends and clients for 2026! May your 

catches be plentiful and shoreside stays pleasant!  
 

Our lakes as well as the river have been fishing well in 
this quieter time. The fishery is very peaceful with  

numerous wildlife and nature to be enjoyed.  
 

Silver, Oak and Swallow lakes have fair amount of  
activity with fish of all sizes being seen and caught.  

Admiral is slower and quiet although good size catches 
made appearance recently. 

The star of winter being Hare lake with its hungry and 
very game full Pike. Some record breaking fish have been 
reported to us and we are seeing catches in 20lb category 

on regular basis.  
 

The tackle shop is well stocked and open as usual, 
should you have trouble reaching us on the telephone, 

social media messaging is always answered fairly 
promptly.  
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Opening times: 
Mon-Fri: 8.00am to 5.30pm 
Sat: 8.00am to 12.30pm 

Sunday: Closed    Bank Holiday: Closed

check out our Facebook and Instagram 
for the latest news and competitions! 

01444 247757

Cuckfield Road 
BURGESS HILL  RH15 8RE

Contact number: 07738 261541 
Contact email: winchelseabeachangling@gmail.com

Winchelsea Beach Angling - Unit 5 Suttons Industrial Park 
Winchelsea Beach - East Sussex - TN36 4LZ

Our Opening Hours Are 
 

Thursday 10am - 2pm 
Friday 10am - 9pm 

Saturday 8am - 4pm 
Sunday 9am - 1pm

You can find us on:
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 I really hope that this year is not going to fly by as quickly as the last one. They say that as you age, time seems to ac-
celerate and I must say that I can’t disagree with that assessment of the situation. On the fishing front, this tends to 
translate into not having the time to tackle some of the venues that you had planned to or not feeling that you have 
given it your best shot. I don’t think that there is a clever solution to this unless you are prepared to neglect your 
family and other commitments and these days the old priorities have 
changed or mellowed, and I don’t worry too much if I can’t get out on the 
bank. Some would say that this was an improvement – no names men-
tioned. 
Certainly, the last month seems to have disappeared in a flash even 
though I can’t complain about not getting out enough with an average of 
two days a week, which is fine for me these days. I have even managed 
to get a few Pike during these day sessions, normally of about 7-hour 
duration. Having said that I must say that having viewed some of the 
underwater footage of pike behaviour in the vicinity of dead baits it 
makes me wonder sometimes how we ever catch them at all. 
 
To say that they often demonstrate that pike can be extremely cautious 
when investigating our baits would be an understatement and often, 
they can frequently be seen punting or knocking the offerings along the 

bottom before rejecting them, 
just as a suspicious carp 
would.Balancing or popping up 
the bait does not seem to fool 
them, but it is  
difficult to conclude what it is that that gives the game away and puts them 
off. I think that I have mentioned the twitches and dropped takes that I have 
been experiencing from time to time, which is extremely frustrating. This of 
course is irrelevant if they don’t even pick the baits up in the first place. It 
may be that the wire trace causes the dead bait to move in an unnatural 

way – difficult to say unless the reaction is directly compared to a free offering  which I have never seen on camera.  
 
Strangely, I don’t like watching these videos, as interesting as they are. The reason is that I get more keen on watch-
ing the pike and they become a bit like pet fish, which then makes me less inclined to want to catch and distress 
them.  As far as Pike dropping the baits is concerned; I am convinced that the resistance caused by the various 
tackle set-ups is a key factor and this whole subject is something that I am currently working on and it really de-
serves a lot more column space than is available here. It is certainly not a simple case of resistance scaring them full 
stop. All these problems are, of course, magnified on waters that receive a lot of angling pressure as the pike will get 
more chance to learn the errors of their ways. There is obviously a lot more involved than just an aversion to resis-
tance because, sometimes I have experienced the same sort of rejection behaviour while fishing with free-lined 
baits - something that I will now only do at close range when fishing rivers, canals or along the lake margins.  

TThhee  MMeeddwwaayy  MMaann  

Feb already!!!

BBoobb  MMoorrrriiss
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The problem with freeline tactics is that it is possible for the pike to pick up and then swallow a bait without giving 
much indication at your end. This is responsible for a fair percentage of deeply hooked pike and is why it is essential 
to use an indicator heavy enough to detect drop-backs and slack line bites. This also applies to any set up which 
uses a fixed or semi-fixed lead - such as a paternoster. I even use a slack line indicator even when a running lead 
weight is used, as it is always possible for a tangle to occur on the cast or weed to clog up the swivel or ring, effec-
tively turning it into a fixed lead.  
 

I will, no doubt, discuss these tricky issues again in future episodes - hopefully with some conclusions and maybe 
even a few solutions. 

Best Fishes & Priorities 
 
Bob Morris

All Creatures Great & ‘Fewer’ 
My love of wildlife and the environment 
have led me to keep records over the 
years and the inescapable conclusion I 
have come to is that the overall diversity 
of species has drastically fallen during 
the past few decades. This observation is 

in keeping with most surveys carried out by nature conser-
vation organisations. The RSPB have flagged up this decline 
in recent times. The Garden Birdwatch is carried out at this 
time of year nationally and it is something that I consider to 
be of great importance. The variety of birds visiting my own 
garden and using the feeders over the last decade or so has 
dropped from an average of 20/25 to a situation where a 
count of 10 is hard to achieve. This is a disastrous fall in di-
versity and although there are strong signs that the whole 

issue is now being taken more seriously, I know of many 
individuals who don’t seem at all bothered about such 
things. In response to my explanation about recent contact 
that I have had with relevant authorities and MP’s etc, one 
guy asked “why the hell do you want to get involved with all 
that Sh**. This reaction is a disappointing indication of how 
a certain percentage of the population will never see the 
relevance of these issues to them unless it penetrates their 
personal bubble.  It is my belief that it is well possible for us 
to progress with sorting out the problems/needs of our so-
ciety without throwing the natural world under the bus. If 
we continue to bury our heads in the sand over these ur-
gent environmental requirements and protections, it will 
surely come back and bite us all up the arse ‘Big Time’. 
 
The angling world will not be immune! 
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Coarse Fisheries  Tackle & Bait Supplies 
Beaver Farm Fishery Eastbourne Road 
Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL 01342 324006 / 07710 656041

Absolute Tackle 12 Wealden Forest Park 
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ 01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Charlies Lakes 
Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH 07857 539785

Anglers Den 
6 North Road, Pevensey Bay BN24 6AY 01323 460441

Chart Hill Lakes 
Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ 07398 571337

Angling Specialist (ASH) 
29 Queen Street, Horsham RH13 5AA 01403 264644 

Chequertree Trout and Coarse Fishery 
Bethersden, Near Ashford TN26 3JR 01233 820078

A.R. Tackle 
8 Castle Street, Hastings TN34 3DY 01424 422094

Coombewood Fishery 
Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH 07895 679569

Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse Unit T 
Rich Industrial Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU 01273 933050

Elphicks Fisheries 
Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL 01580 854702

Best Buddies 
28 Martello Drive, Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6PH 01303 487144

Eureka Fishery 
Nicholas Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4AG 07597 879621

Bodle Angling 
Cuckfield Road, Burgess Hill RH15 8RE 01444 247757

Furnace Brook Fishery and Fish Farm 
Trolliloes, Cowbeech, near Hailsham BN27 4QR 01435 830835

Chris Brown Products        
email: chrisofoaks@gmail.com   www.cbproducts.co.uk         01892 723670

Gabriels Fishery 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Edenbridge Angling  
132 High Street, Edenbridge, TN8 5AY                                   01732 247702

Gabriels Fishery 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Eastbourne Aquarium & Reptile Centre 
19-21 Seaside, Eastbourne BN21 3PP 01323 730635

Greenacres Farm Fishery 
Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH 07933 934942

Henfold Bait & Tackle Henfold Lakes 
Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW 07956 043922

Hawkhurst Fish Farm 
Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT 01580 854702

Jack Frost 
Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7HB 01293 521186

Horam Manor Fishery 
Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB          01323 840889 / 07707 759364  

Gabriels Fishery Tackle Shop 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Horsmonden Lakes 
Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 01892 838576

Medway Tackle Supplies 
11 Twydall Green, Gillingham ME8 6JY 01634 475260

Iden Wood Fishery  
Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT       01797 280180 / 07906 232225   

MFC Outdoor Store 
9 Station Road, Hailsham BN27 2BE 01323 846883

Knightingales Fishery 
Stone–In–Oxney, Near Tenterden TN30 7HA 07941 176205

Mud Pigs  
Unit 1, Browns Lane, Uckfield, T22 1UN                                 07494 785273

Mousehole Lakes,  Maidstone Road 
Nettlestead, Near Paddock Wood ME18 5HR 07725 783405

Orchard Tackle 
58 High Brooms Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9DB 07494 670328

Orchard Place Farm Fishery 
Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY 01892 838576

Pinions Baits 
431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB 01622 718580

Pittlands Lakes 
Churn Lane, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood TN12 8HL 07716 065900

Polegate Angling Centre 
Unit 7, Birch Industrial Estate, Eastbourne BN23 6PH 01323 486379

Sandwich Lakes Coarse Fishery 
Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA 07936 409912

Romney Angling 
59, High Street, New Romney TN28 8AH 01797 362889

Shirkoak Fishery 
Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 07973 410973

Scotties Fishing Tackle  
25 Southwick Square, Southwick, Brighton BN42 4FP           01273 592903

The Lakes at Beachborough Beachborough Park 
Newington, Near Folkestone CT18 8BW 07469 809877

South London Angling Centre 
286 Lee High Road, London SE13 5PJ 0208 852 4451

Tricklebrook Fishery 
Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH 07743 955812

Sussex Bait Developments 
Falkenvil Fishery, Saltmarsh Lane, Hailsham BN27 2RJ 07971 303949

Willows Angling Centre 
Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham ME9 9BU 01795 520887

The Tackle Box 
251 Watling Street, Dartford DA2 6EG 01322 292400

Wylands Farm 
Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU 01424 893394

Winchealsea Beech Angling 
Unit 5 Sutton Industrial Park Winchelsea Beach TN36 4LZ          01843 581784 

Trout Fisheries  Angling Clubs & Societies
Brick Farm Lakes  
Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS 01323 832615

Hastings Bexhill & District 
Postal enquiries to S.Corke, 2, The Sidings, Bexhill On Sea TN40 1RF 
 

Chris Pagan 07429 655237 / Steve Potter 07935 268174
Cinder Hill Fly Fishing Membership available from: 
Email: r.nathan@btinternet.com 01892 770903
Coltsford Mill Trout Fishery & Fly Tackle Shop 
Mill Lane, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG 01883 715666 / 07798 605867

Tonbridge & District A & FPS   
For all enquiries please email:                         info@tonbridge-angling.co.uk

Spring Hill Trout Waters 
Albans Farm, Romford Road, Pembury TN2 4BB 07951 304515

Bromley (Kent) & District AS  
PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND                                                 
Email: bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk

Tenterden Trout Waters Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden 
TN30 6XA   www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk                      07880 722868

Linton Angling Society    Jason Tuckey on 07983 56922 or 
email lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

Lakedown Trout Fishery                                                                          
email lakedowntroutfishery@gmail.com                              01435 883449               

Wantsum Angling Association  07570 505934 
or contact via website www.wantsumaa.co.uk

Directory Listings

mailto:chrisofoaks@gmail.com
http://www.cbproducts.co.uk
mailto:lakedowntroutfishery@gmail.com
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At Pi琀lands Lakes we provide Day and Night Tickets to ALL  
The onsite Bar and Restaurant is open during the season for a 
variety of hot and cold refreshments including breakfast and 
lunches, all at reasonable prices. Winter and Summer 琀mes 

vary please check with us.

Pi琀lands Lakes Angling Club 
Churn Lane 

Horsmonden 
TN12 8HL

07716 065900

Even if you’re not fishing please come and sample our 
Sunday roasts and enjoy the beau琀ful lakeside views

Scan for Website 
and more details 

Our toilets are brick‐built and open 
throughout the season, including disabled 

toilet and shower room. 
 

Night fishing is very popular and is available 
every night of the week, with just 24hrs no琀ce 

to secure a place, please call 07716 065900. 
 

We have designated kids fishing with their own 
lake complete with pole hire, nets and bait for 

all children under 16 who must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

 
There are 3 other lakes for the more experienced 

angler with Ca琀ish to 100lbs, Carp to 32lbs+, 
Bream, Roach, Tench, Crucian and Perch. 

CARAVAN CLUB SITE THAT OFFERS MEMBERS 
CARAVAN AND MOTORHOME FACILITIES

Night fishing booking from £30 per 
night and Day sessions from £10. 

Maximum 2 rods
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Picture From - Gabriel’s Fishery 


