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At Orchard Place Farm you can surround yourself in the 
natural beauty of the Kent countryside, located just outside of the picturesque town of Paddock Wood, and only 

8 miles from Maidstone. The fishery boasts 13 lakes - 10 carp and catfish lakes and 3 match/pleasure lakes. 
FULLY FUNCTIONING LAKE 13 - CARP & CATFISH WATER 

Carp to 49lb+

www.orchardplacefarmfishing.co.uk
Tackle/bait/shop situated in the main car park, 

stocking all top bait brands including 
worms maggots etc. Everything you need at 

VERY competitive prices.

MATCH/ 
PLEASURE  

LAKES 
DAY TICKETS 
2 RODS - £10 

CONCESSIONS 1 ROD - £8 

SPECIMEN 

LAKES 

DAY TICKETS 

AVAILABLE 

24HR - £30 
48HR - £55 

(additional charge 

for 3rd rod) 

Many swims have disabled access • All-weather pathways leading all 
around the lakes and up to each individual swim • Purpose-built toilets 

located in the main car park (with hot shower) • Between Lake 3 and Lake 4 
(toilet and sink block only) • Block constructed by Lake 7 also contains a 

microwave, fridge and washing up facilities. 

FOOD IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FROM MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER

Orchard Place Farm Fishing
13 FISHING LAKES in the KENT COUNTRYSIDE 

Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6NY 

01892 838576 or 07860 608218 Catfish to 112lb+

 Top Lake has five swims, Bottom Lake 
has six and both can be fished on a 
day ticket or lake exclusive booking 

Anglers’ mess on site with fresh 
running water, wash basin and toilet 

New to Orchard Place Farm! 
Horsmonden Fishing Lakes

Carp 
to 38lbs

Top Lake 
Catfish to 85lbs

Bottom Lake 
Catfish to 75lbs

Two beautiful lakes set in mature, 
peaceful Kent countryside in an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

Horsmonden Fishing Lakes, Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 
All enquiries and bookings to Orchard Place Farm Fishery on 01892 838576 
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The Freshwater Informer cannot accept responsibility for the quality of 
goods or services advertised in this publication. All views expressed 

are those of the contributors concerned. All images received are  
accepted as being true and accurate and as described.

Welcome to the August 2026! edition of The Freshwater Informer  
 

Here at The Freshwater Informer, it has been another busy month getting the latest magazine printed and  
delivered. It certainly wasn't easy in the extreme heat we've experienced, and while many of us have enjoyed the 

sunshine, we're now desperately in need of some steady rainfall. Our lakes, rivers, and reservoirs all need  
replenishing, and our farmers will certainly welcome the rain to help their crops after such a prolonged dry spell. 

 
This month I also took the team to Elphick's Plantation Lake, where we enjoyed a fantastic session and some  

excellent fishing. You can read all about our trip on pages 32, 33 and 34. It was a brilliant few days with plenty of 
laughs, and I was fortunate enough to enjoy one of my most successful sessions for a very long time. 

 
We've also been busy giving away some fantastic prizes. One of this month's winners, Cody, has already put his 

prize to good use. Living in Scotland, where carp fishing is less common and many venues can prove more  
challenging due to the cooler climate, he has done incredibly well. A massive congratulations to Cody, whose 

catch is featured on page 12. 
 

As always, a huge thank you to every one of you who reads, shares, and supports The Freshwater Informer. Your 
continued support means everything to us and helps the magazine continue to grow month after month. We 

hope you enjoy this month's edition, and as always, tight lines! 
 

I'm working hard behind the scenes to bring you even more great  
content throughout 2026. If there's a fishery you think we should visit, 

an event you'd like us to cover, or a fishing story you'd like to share, 
please don't hesitate to get in touch. 

 
Until next time, tight lines, stay safe on the bank, and enjoy the August 

edition of The Freshwater Informer!.

Have a great Month tight lines to you all 
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Tony - Quarry Lake - 25lb 
Catfish

Alan Main Lake 27lb 6oz 
Grass Carp

Mark 19lb 4oz common Four 
Trees Lake

James Specimen Lake 32lb 
common

Ryan Main Lake 19lb  
Common

39lb 6oz Grass Carp - Rob 
Pizzy -  Specimen Lake

Tricklebrook Fishery

Tricklebrook -  
New Lake 

JAGGER GAMBRELL - New  
Speci 34.10oz 

Harrison Scotter  - 28lb Mirror 
Elevate Baits

Tricklebrook New Lake Anting - Tricklebrook -  
New Lake 

ANTHONY SIMMONS 
Tricklebrook -  

Old Lake - 20lb 8oz
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TEL 07743 955812 | 01892 835453 | EMAIL info@tricklebrookfishery.co.uk 

Tricklebrook Fishery | Colts Hill | Five Oak Green | TN12 6SH
Telephone bookings are to be paid in advance and are non-refundable • Credit and Debit cards now accepted

This fantastic coarse fishery consists of two very well stocked lakes. 
A 4 acre specimen lake stocked with big Catfish up to 50lbs, huge Carp 

up to 40lbs, big Perch up to 6lbs and beautiful Roach over 3lbs. And a 1 acre 
match fishing lake teaming with a variety of species weighing up to 28lbs.

LAKE RULES
1. A TICKET MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FISHING 

2. ALL NETS, UNHOOKING MATS AND WEIGH SLINGS MUST BE DRY BEFORE 
DIPPING IN THE DISINFECTANT BATHS 

3. NO NUTS OR PARTICLE 

4. BOILIE AND PELLET ONLY FOR SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE - ALL BAIT 
WILL BE INSPECTED 

5. ALL FISH MUST BE RETURNED TO THE WATER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
FOLLOWING CAPTURE. NO STANDING. FISH MUST BE HELD LOW OVER A 
MAT/CRADLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS 

6. MINIMUM 15LB LINE AND NO BRAIDED MAIN LINE 

7. NO SACKING OR RETAINING OF FISH IS PERMITTED. THE REMOVAL OF 
FISH FROM THIS VENUE WILL BE VIEWED AS A CRIMINAL ACT 

8. EACH ANGLER MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 42 INCH LANDING NET AND A 
LARGE PADDED UNHOOKING MAT/CRADLE REGARDLESS OF TARGET 
SPECIES ON SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE 

9. BARBLESS HOOKS ONLY 

10. NO LEAD CORE, NO FUSED LEADERS OF ANY KIND INCLUDING SAFEZONE 

11. NO FIXED LEAD RIGS. ALL LEADS MUST PASS FREELY OVER LEADER 
KNOTS. RIG CHECKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT 

12. RECREATIONAL DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED - IMMEDIATE BAN 
FOLLOWS 

13. PLEASE INFORM FISHERY MANAGEMENT OF ANY SNAGGED TACKLE 
OR FISH 

14. ANY FISH OVER 28LB MUST BE REPORTED TO BAILIFF 

15. NO DOGS ALLOWED 

16. BARBECUES ALLOWED IF OFF THE GROUND 

17. NO BAIT BOATS 

18. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN BEING 
ASKED TO LEAVE AND/OR BANS WHERE APPROPRIATE AND NO REFUND 
WILL BE OFFERED 

19. TRICKLEBROOK IS NOW OPERATING A ZERO-TOLERANCE 
POLICY TO ANY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OR ABUSE 
TOWARDS ITS BAILIFFS AND STAFF 

20. ALL RUBBISH TO BE TAKEN HOME 

OPENING TIMES 
SUMMER 7AM - 7PM    WINTER 7AM TO DUSK

find us on facebook and instagram
.

7

Book now on 
Swimbooker
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The horizon was painted from a palette of purples 
and mauves. Mist lingered in swirls as the morning 
dew hung heavy in a lattice work of cobwebs.  A 
group of steers on the far bank briefly paused to 
watch me go by before dropping their heads and 
continuing to graze. The steady rhythm of their 
jaws keeping pace with my footsteps.  A pair of 
cygnets unfurled their necks and fixed me with 
beady eyes, whilst coots and moorhens scampered  
across the weedbeds, announcing my presence to 
the world as they went. 
 
 I was back on the Pevensey Levels for the first 
time since the winter. Across the colder months it 
can be a rugged and unforgiving place to fish, but 
at dawn in July, with the exception of the warning 
trills of the moorhens, it envelops you in a blanket 
of peace and solitude. I had no particular place in 
mind to fish, and no particular species in mind to 
catch. Happy to keep walking until I saw  
something of interest or grew tired of the strap of 
my fishing bag cutting into my shoulder. 

 The sun rose steadily on the far bank,  
silhouetting grey heron as my laboured breathing, 
and jangling rod tips, disturbed their morning 
hunt, causing them to rise up before ghosting 
deeper into the marsh. 
  
 Even by summer standards the water looked low. 
Weed broke the surface in great humps and the 
normally soft banks were hard and unforgiving. I 
scanned the stretch for signs of fish, but save for 
a shoal of small roach dimpling the surface, there 
were none. No feeding bubbles, no tail swirls,  
nothing much to go on. I could have carried on  
walking, maybe I should have carried on walking. 
Despite the earliness of the hour, the temperature 
was already starting to rise and enthusiasm  
starting to wane. Better to pick a swim that  
offered a variety of options and hope that the fish 
would come to me.  
 
 I settled on the back of a corner where the water 
widened. A bank of reeds to my left, with a  

IInn  TThhee  EEddggee  WWiitthh  AAlleexx
The horizon was painted from a palette 
of purples and mauves. 



7August 2026

reasonable area of open water in front of me that 
ended in a tangle of weed and lilies to my right.  
 Although I had no particular species in mind,  
secretly I was hoping for a tench. It might just be 
me, but I find them to be the most elusive of fish 
on the Wallers. I’ve found that the best way to 
trip them up is by pretending that you’re not  
targeting them at all. They almost become easier 
to catch when you are trying not to. The other 
challenge that I’m facing in my angling at the 
moment is my inability to drop my fascination for 
perch. Far from only being a winter target, the 
species seems to have permeated all aspects, and 
seasons, of my fishing. To that end I had brought 
two rods. The left hand rod was baited with 
prawn and swung along the reed line, my  
thinking been that it could lure a perch, but it 
might lure a tench, with my right-hand rod going 
straight out into the open water. This rod was 
baited with sweetcorn that might tempt a tench, 
but could tempt a bream. Both were fished on the 
float with only difference being the size of hook, 
size 6 for the prawn, size 12 for the corn, and the 
amount over depth that they were fished. The 
prawn rig had around 6 inches of line on the  
bottom, whilst the corn rig was only an inch or 
so, and effectively being fish lift style. A couple of 
balls of groundbait, bulked out with corn and  
pellet, were deposited in the general vicinity of 
each float. 
 
 Almost immediately, the float with corn on 
started to knock and dip as small roach rushed in 
to grab a free meal. This is one of the reasons 
that I prefer to use an over-shotted lift style  
arrangement as it helps cut down on false bites 
from small silvers. If something is big enough to 
register a proper bite, then it is probably big 
enough to hook. The other reason is that when 
fishing the marshes you can be sure that the 
wind is going to play a part, and by keeping the 

bulk of the shot near the hook it helps keep 
everything anchored to the bottom. Obviously, 
using a feeder would negate this problem, but it’s 
not quite the same as watching a float bob about. 
 A couple of hand sized roach that were big 
enough, and greedy enough, to fit two grains of 
corn in their mouths, came splashing to the bank. 
For every one landed, there was at least two 
bumped off, and I was getting to the point of  
considering increasing the hook size when I 
suddenly received a proper bite. The float lifted 
slightly before sliding away. A firm strike was met 
with an equally firm resistance. For the briefest of 
moments I thought it might be a tench, but fif-
teen seconds into the fight it decided it had had 
enough and revealed itself to be a bream. A par-
ticularly handsome example of the species, with 
burnished bronze flanks, and dark coloured fins. 
Some vindication for the open-ended style of my 
bait selection. The prawn rod had done nothing, 
and so I repositioned it further along the reed line 
before casting out the open water rod again and 
feeding a handful of corn. I was careful not to put 
too much out, as normally I would expect to see 
trails of feeding bubbles when the bream arrive, 
but save for the gentle ripple on the surface, 
there was very little movement in the water. 
Maybe the one I had caught was at the head of 
the shoal, and the rest were on their way? maybe 
he was at the tail end and I’d missed the chance? 
Maybe he lived as a giant amongst the roach? 
The only thing I could be sure of was that there 
wasn’t much happening.  
 
As time stood still for my float, so the rising sun 
marked its passage for all else in view. First by 
minutes, and then in hours. I began the silent  
internal dialogue that I’ve no doubt we’ve all  
experienced as anglers. Should I stay where I 
was or move? If I moved then I might find fish. If 
I stayed where I was then they might find me. If 
I baited a swim further down the stretch would 
that help or hinder my chances? 
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As it turned out, indecisiveness was the perfect 
substitute for patience. As I continued to weigh  
up the pros and cons of moving,  the waggler on 
the corn rod began to rise, and rise, and rise,  
before tipping over flat on the surface. Snapped 
back to reality,  I grabbed the rod and struck. A 
heavy thump, followed by a dogged surge, told 
me that this was no bream. The unseen force 
kited toward the lilies on my right. I got it back. 
To the far bank. I got it back. Into the reeds on 
the near margin, everything went solid. What  
followed was a couple of minutes of seesaw  
action, accompanied by that horrible grating  
sensation on the line as the fish pulled in one  
direction, me in the other, with the reeds between 
us. Options for both of us were fairly limited, the 

narrow nature of the swim making it difficult for 
me to get a better rod angle with little option but 
to hold on. It felt as if the fish had buried itself 
and couldn’t do much else other than hold  
station.  
 
The one disadvantage to using a centrepin reel is 
that with no anti reverse you have to keep a 
thumb on the spool to maintain tension in the 
line. This was preventing me from pushing the 
rod tip out beyond the reeds. In desperation, I 
got as close to the waters edge as I dare, turned 
my back on the fish, and thrust my right arm out 
as far as I could, adding just enough length to 
clear the reeds and gain some leverage. With the 
rod under full compression, everything went solid 
and I thought that maybe I’d overcooked it. Just 
at the point  that I expected the line to fall slack, 
something gave, and with the line singing in the 
wind a big tangle of weed and roots appeared 
from the depths. But that wasn’t all. In the centre 
of this mass I could make out a dorsal fin and a 
patch of scales. The colour was unmistakable, 
emerald green. It was a tench. Without  
hesitation, I kept everything moving, sweeping 
the rod up in a single motion whilst plunging the 
net on an equal and opposite arc. 
 
 I’ve caught bigger tench, I’ve probably caught 
better looking tench, but this was a Wallers 
Haven tench, which to me makes it far more 
special than most. 
 
What better way to round off my morning? What 
better incentive to return? 

Alex 
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Horam Manor Fishery 
10 secluded lakes in the Sussex countryside 

Mixed coarse fishery with carp to mid 20s  
Perfect for families and experienced anglers 

Day ticket fishing - Dawn to Dusk - Only £5 per rod! 

Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB 
01323 840889 / 07707 759364 

www.horammanorfishery.com

Annual Day Ticket membership   1 rod - £100 /  2 rods - £150

24 hour fishing 
by prior arrangement 
  Non-members £25 

Members £10

Well stocked bait & tackle shop 
open from 7am every day. 

 
 Maggots and Worms 

Are sold in the tackle shop 

Gabriels Fishery | Marsh Green Road | Edenbridge TN8 5PP 
Bait and Tackle Shop: 01732 865355 

Email: info@gabriels-fishery.co.uk

www.gabriels-fishery.co.uk 

GABRIELS
FISHERY

5 lakes and 
1.25 miles 
of the  
River Eden

Advanced booking 
available 

Toilets and 
shower facilities

Day & night 
session fishing

Camping &  
Caravanning facilities

SILVER  
Match Lake

OAK LAKE 
carp to 30lbs 

Specimen Lake 
ADMIRAL 

LAKE fish to 
41lbs

SWALLOW LAKE 
& HARE LAKE 

great for beginners 

Located in the heart of New Romney, Romney 
Angling is a friendly, local, family run fishing 
supplies shop that was founded in 2021. We 
pride ourselves on the hundreds of items we 
provide to fishing lovers around the country. 
Whether you’re a novice or an expert, Romney 
Angling will have the fishing products you need, 
and our friendly staff are armed with knowledge 
to provide any advice or answer queries 
you may have.  

59 High St, New Romney TN28 8AH 

01797 362889 

Info@roromneyangling.co.uk 

Cottington Lakes Captures 

Adam (Boatman Boats) 28lb New Pepper

James Flashman - New Pepper

Dan Hallett - PB 49lb 12oz New Pepper
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Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes. For the specimen lakes prices start 
at £20 for the day rising to £30 for a 24hrs ticket (up to 3 rods). Lessons now available 

for all ages. Gates open at 7am and close at 6.30pm (Winter hours 7am to 5pm) 

SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £8 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality lakes for all. There is one specimen 
lake for carp up to 30lbs+ and perch to 5lbs, one specimen predator lake for carp to 30lbs+, 

catfish to 60lbs+ and pike to 15lbs, one match lake with 22 purpose-built swims, one coarse lake 
and finally a tench/family pond. Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower and wet room.  

This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!

To book, please call or text us on 07933 934942 
or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk 

Email : greenacresfarmfishery@gmail.com

GREENACRES FARM FISHERY

Sissinghurst Road | Biddenden | Kent | TN27 8EH
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248 Horn Street,  
Folkestone, Kent,  

CT19 4JR

Despite the scorching temperatures, it was a relatively slow 24-hour session around the pond from Sunday into  
Monday. Apart from one peg, the fishing was tough, with plenty of carp cruising on the surface and in the margins but 
showing very little interest in feeding. 
 
Thankfully, persistence paid off and I still managed to slip two fish into the net. It also gave me the perfect  
opportunity to try out the 5kg of Dynamite Baits Peppered Fruit boilies I won in The Freshwater Informer prize  
draw – and they certainly did the job! 
Fishing a 15mm Peppered Fruit boilie on a size 8 hair rig, with a few extra boilies and 3mm pellets tucked into a PVA 
mesh bag, accounted for two carp of around 7lb and just over 10lb. 
 
Dad also enjoyed a successful session using exactly the same approach, landing two more carp weighing around 7lb 
and 11lb. It might have been hard going, but the new Dynamite Baits Peppered Fruit boilies definitely proved their 
worth.  

 

Cody Scade Giveaway Winner
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Natalie Jackman - New PB 48lb Catfish -  
Wintons Fishery

5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of
woodland, containing

Carp to 30lbs, Tench to 5lbs,
Bream to 9lb plus Roach,

Rudd and Chub

Spring Lodge | Iden Wood Fishery
| Coldharbour Lane | Iden |  Rye |

East Sussex |  TN31 7UT

Vehicle access/night fishing
allowed / match bookings taken

Iden Wood
Fishery

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown 

01797 280180
Mobile:                                              

07906 232225

Oscar Burton - 26lb - Lovelace Fishery

Paul Jackman 34lb Catfish - Beavery Fishery

Tina Goff Lands 40lb Catfish on Memorable First Night 
Session 

 
Congratulations to Tina Goff, who enjoyed an unforgettable 
first-ever night fishing session at Oak Place Farm Fishing, 
landing this magnificent 40lb catfish.The catch was made 

even more special as Tina dedicated the fish to the memory  
of her late brother,  

 
"My first ever experience night fishing and in memory of my 

late brother, who brought me all the luck in the world as I 
struck into this 40lb beauty. An amazing fight, an amazing  

experience. I am extremely proud of such a beautiful catch. 
 

Tight lines from  everyone at The Freshwater Informer.. 

Mandy Ann - PB 40lb Cat Fish
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At Pi琀lands Lakes we provide Day and Night Tickets to ALL  
The onsite Bar and Restaurant is open during the season for a 
variety of hot and cold refreshments including breakfast and 
lunches, all at reasonable prices. Winter and Summer 琀mes 

vary please check with us.

Pi琀lands Lakes Angling Club 
Churn Lane 

Horsmonden 
TN12 8HL

07716 065900

Even if you’re not fishing please come and sample our 
Sunday roasts and enjoy the beau琀ful lakeside views

Scan for Website 
and more details 

Our toilets are brick‐built and open 
throughout the season, including disabled 

toilet and shower room. 
 

Night fishing is very popular and is available 
every night of the week, with just 24hrs no琀ce 

to secure a place, please call 07716 065900. 
 

We have designated kids fishing with their own 
lake complete with pole hire, nets and bait for 

all children under 16 who must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

 
There are 3 other lakes for the more experienced 

angler with Ca琀ish to 100lbs, Carp to 32lbs+, 
Bream, Roach, Tench, Crucian and Perch. 

CARAVAN CLUB SITE THAT OFFERS MEMBERS 
CARAVAN AND MOTORHOME FACILITIES

Night fishing booking from £30 per 
night and Day sessions from £10. 

Maximum 2 rods
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The ultimate test for any river angler is the pursuit of 
giant roach in the dead of winter. When January grips 
the south of England, the legendary Hampshire Avon 
transforms into a landscape of breathtaking beauty. The 
water is gin-clear, filtered by the chalk aquifers, and the 
banks are frozen solid. Waking up at 5:00am on a  
freezing January morning requires a special kind of 
dedication. The warmth of the duvet is hard to leave, but 
the lure of the Avon is intoxicating. Knowing that a  
two-pound "redfin"—the holy grail of specimen  
angling—might be waiting in the next glide is enough to 
banish any desire for sleep. 
Loading the car in the pitch black, the thermometer 
reads minus three. Everything is frozen stiff, from the 
grass on the verge to the car door seals. Preparing for a 
day on the winter Avon means packing for survival. 
Thermal layers, heavy-duty boots, a hand warmer and a 
flask filled with steaming coffee are all essential. The 
drive through the sleeping Hampshire countryside is 
quiet, the headlights cutting through patches of freezing 
fog hanging over the water meadows. This is one of only 
a few trips into the deep freeze this year, driven by the 
timeless magic of the river. 
 
The Frost-Bound Avon Valley 
Arriving at the riverbank just as a pale dawn breaks is an 
awe-inspiring experience. The Hampshire Avon in 
winter is a place of quiet majesty. The vast reed beds are 
bleached white with frost, standing like skeletal  
sentinels against a bruised winter sky. The water is  
mesmerisingly clear, running cold and steady with 
winter energy. You can see every pebble on the riverbed, 
every trailing strand of dying weed and, occasionally, the 
dark shapes of fish holding in the deeper runs. 
There is a meditative silence to a winter riverbank. The 
frantic life of summer is long gone, replaced by a s 
tillness where every sound carries. A lone buzzard calls 
from a distant willow and the crisp air bites at your 
cheeks. This is the true magic of winter fishing. It strips 
away the distractions of everyday life, leaving you  
focused on the rhythm of the river and the behaviour of 
the fish. In these freezing conditions, the roach pack 
tightly into specific winter lies, demanding perfection in 
both tackle and presentation. 
 

The Perfection of the Long Rod and Centrepin 
For this delicate style of fishing, my tackle choice is a 
traditionalist's dream. I assemble a 13ft Drennan Acolyte 
Ultra float rod, a masterpiece of modern carbon  
technology that is incredibly light in the hand, yet  
possesses a forgiving tip-to-middle action that prevents 
small hooks from pulling free from the soft mouths of big 
roach. Paired with 
this is a beauti-
fully engineered 
JW Young Purist 
centrepin reel. 
There is no  
mechanical drag 
or gears here; the 
drum spins freely 
on a pinpoint 
spindle, con-
trolled solely by 
the pressure of 
my thumb. 
The line is fin-
ished with a  
classic 4BB Avon 
float. The shotting pattern is a neat shirt-button style, 
with small No.6 and No.8 split shot spaced evenly to  
ensure the bait falls naturally through the water. 
My bait strategy revolves entirely around white bread. In 
crystal-clear winter water, highly visible baits are king. 
Fresh, soft white bread is kept sealed to prevent it drying 
out, alongside a bag of liquidised bread for loose feed. I 
pinch a piece of fluffy bread flake around a size 16 hook, 
leaving the large white flake to expand naturally while 
keeping the hook point exposed. 
 
Trotting the Perfect Glide 
The swim I have chosen is a textbook Avon roach glide. 
It is a long, steady run around five feet deep, bordered by 
winter-worn rushes on the far bank. The current is 
smooth and unhurried—exactly the sort of water big 
roach favour during the colder months. 
Standing in the frosty margins, I introduce a small ball of 
liquidised bread just upstream, watching it explode into 
a milky cloud of attractive particles that drifts down the 
swim. I lower the hookbait into the water, release my 

Fishing Tale Films
Shadows on the Chalk Stream – Winter Roach on the 

Hampshire Avon
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thumb from the Purist centrepin and let the current 
take the float. The reel spins effortlessly, feeding line at 
exactly the speed of the river. 
The float trots steadily down the glide, its bright red tip 
riding perfectly in the surface film. I concentrate en-
tirely on that tiny dot of colour, occasionally checking 
the float with my thumb to make the bread flake flutter 
naturally just off the bottom. 
On the third trot, a flash of electric blue catches my eye. 
A kingfisher darts low across the river before settling 
on a frosted fence post downstream. It pauses for a  
moment before diving into a slack eddy. Encounters like 
this are one of the many reasons I love river fishing. 
 
A Drop-Key Bite in the Mist 
For two hours I continue to run the float through the 
glide, feeding tiny pinches of liquidised bread every few 
casts. The cold creeps into my boots, my fingers begin 
to stiffen, but my concentration never wavers. Winter 
roach fishing is a game of fine margins. 
Then, halfway down the run, it happens. 
The red tip of the Avon float does not simply dip; it  
vanishes with a smooth, decisive draw. 
I lift the 13ft Acolyte and the tip folds into a steady, 
heavy resistance. There is no frantic charging like a 
chub or the jagged shaking of a perch. Instead, the rod 
registers the deep, rhythmic thumping of a heavy roach. 
The Purist centrepin gives an inch of line beneath my 
thumb as the fish holds deep in the current. 
The length of the rod gives me complete control, allow-
ing me to guide the fish away from the rushes without 
placing too much pressure on the light hooklength. 
Every heartbeat feels amplified in the winter silence. 
Slowly, I bring the fish into the slack water in front of 
me. Through the crystal-clear water the broad silver 
flank of a magnificent roach appears. Sliding the  
landing net beneath her, the prize is finally mine. 
Lying on the unhooking mat, she is an absolute dream. 
Her back glows with a deep blue-green sheen, her 
flanks shine bright silver and her fins are a vivid  
crimson. Broad, thickset and immaculate, she pulls the 
scales around to a magnificent 2lb 2oz—a true  
Hampshire Avon two-pounder. The excitement and  
relief instantly erase the biting cold. 
 
Redfins in the Winter Sun 
After celebrating with a hot cup of stew, I bait up with 
another fresh piece of fluffy bread flake. By now the 
weak winter sun has cleared the trees, casting a golden 
light across the frosted valley and making the riverbank 

sparkle. 
Within thirty minutes the float slides away again in 
exactly the same spot. This fish is slightly livelier,  
making a determined run towards the far-bank rushes, 
but the Acolyte cushions every lunge. Soon another 
stunning roach rests in the landing net, weighing 1lb 
11oz. 
The magic of the Avon continues as the afternoon  
unfolds. Just before the shadows begin to lengthen and 
the temperature starts to fall once more, the float 
buries for a third time. This fish uses the current to its 
advantage, hugging the bottom before finally gliding 
into the waiting net. 
Another pristine redfin, weighing 1lb 14oz. 
Three spectacular winter roach on the float—a  
red-letter day by any angler's standards. 
The Frost Reclaims the River 
As the sun dips behind the distant hills, freezing fog  

begins rolling back across the water meadows and ice 
forms once again in the rings of my 13ft rod. I pack 
away the gear, securing the Purist centrepin in its 
pouch, my hands numb but my mind filled with  
absolute satisfaction. 
This is the true peak of the river angler's year. Whether 
chasing large chub on cheese paste in summer, hunting 
tiger-striped perch during autumn, or pursuing giant 
roach through the crystal-clear glides of a winter chalk 
stream, the river provides an endless source of  
adventure. It is a world where patience, precision and a 
deep love of the countryside come together to create  
unforgettable moments. 
As I walk back across the frozen fields towards the car, 
I know one thing for certain. The seasons will turn, the 
river will change, and I will always return. 
 
Tight Lines 
 
Russ Evans
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WE HAVE NOW JOINED CLUBMATE 
View the waters on the web 

www.tonbridge­angling.co.uk 
or 

https://tdafps.clubmate.co.uk/register

 
For all enquiries please email: 

info@tonbridge­angling.co.uk

14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing: 
Carp to 52lbs 4ozs, Tench to 12lbs 8ozs, Bream to 19lbs+, 
Barbel to 15lbs 2ozs, Chub to 5lbs+, Perch to 3lbs 6ozs, 

Pike to 31lbs 6ozs, Crucians to 4lbs 6ozs and 
Grass Carp to 29lbs 6ozs. 

Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.

NEW Gold Membership    £225 + £10 Joining Fee 
NEW Silver Membership    £85 + £10 Joining Fee   

NEW Bronze Membership 
OAP 66+/Student 16-18/Disabled 
(Proof Needed) £45 + £10 Joining Fee

Fishing Clubs

Welcoming anglers since...1948

Join us now for the 2026-27 season and get the 
remainder of the 2025-26 season for free! 

Your membership will be valid from the date of 
purchase until March 31st 2027, giving you 15 

months for the price of twelve.

Contact us:- 
Telephone: 07873 322562 

Email: email@crowboroughanglers.org.uk 
www.crowboroughanglers.org.uk

 
 

 
 
 

YYoouunngg  GGuunnss  oonn  tthhee  BBaannkk

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣Reuben had a fantastic day at 
Sumners Pond really starting to get 

amongst the fish and learn his new hobby 
with a mixed bag captured and assisted by Sussex and 

Surrey Angling Tuition   
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Harvey - Cottington Lakes - ABS K2

Antony - Wintons Fishery 
34lb 5oz Grass Carp 

James Flashman -  
Cottington Lakes 26lb 

Harry - Cottington Lakes - 
ABS K2

Ryan Hemsley - Orchard 
Place Koi 15lb

Alex Stokes - RIver Medway - 28lb 3oz

This competition is open to all species. To be in with 
a chance of winning, send your catches to: 

info@freshwaterinformer.com or our Facebook 
Page,Winners will receive a: 

 
FFrreesshhwwaatteerr IInnffoorrmmeerr / UUrrbbaann  BBaaiittss Session 
Pack 2kg of Boilies 1kg Stick Mix, 500ml Liquid and 

Hook Baits to match in either their NNuuttccrraacckkeerr,,  RReedd  SSppiiccyy  
FFiisshh,,  TTuunnaa  &&  GGaarrlliicc,,  SSttrraawwbbeerrrryy  oorr  FFuullllyy  LLooaaddeedd  RRaannggee  

 
🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 Winner’s Spotlight 🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣A huge congratulations to 

Alex Stokes on landing a stunning 28lb 3oz  
Common From the River Medway tough fishing on the 

rivers but with great results  — our Urban Bait Prize 
Winner! 

Your continued support is what makes these giveaways 
possible! Stay tuned for next month’s  

prize – you won’t want to miss it! 

FFiisshh  ooff  tthhee  MMoonntthh  PPrriizzee  WWiinnnneerr

Adam Thompson - 23lb 
Mirror Carp Monk Lakes

Alex Stokes 23lb 12oz River 
Mirror

Stevie Bates - Lovely Fully 
Scaled Mirror Zoe - Charlies Lakes new PB Harley Williams - Park 

Lake Mirror
Colin Brown - 23lb Lake 

Heron Cottington
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Dave Woodcock 64.2 Pullens 
lake

Lee Snook 23lb Kettles Lake

Georgie Whiting 27lb 7oz 
Prairie Lake

Ben Anderson - North Lake 
51lb 7oz

Kevin Sowman 23lb 9oz 
Sandwich lake

Mathew Grant - North Lake 
39lb 6oz 



 

 
With the summer holidays well underway, it is the  

perfect opportunity to get 
outside and try new things. 
Fishing can be a great way 
for families to spend time 
together, enjoy the great  
outdoors, indulge in some 
friendly competition, as well 
as experience nature in a 
way that is so often  
overlooked in the fast 
paced world that we live in. 
In this new series, 10yr old, 
and fishing mad, TThheeiiaa  
AAyylleess demonstrates the 
tackle and bait, as well as 

offering a few tips, that will get you started in this great 
sport. 
 
1) Getting Started 
Looking at magazines, or on social media, it is easy to 
think that in order to go fishing you will need lots and lots 
of tackle and expensive bait. This can be true for  
specialist anglers, but by far the easiest way to get 
started is by using what is referred to as a whip.  
 The whip is basically the modern equivalent of a stick 
and string.  Lightweight and telescopic, they are most 
commonly available in either 3m or 4m sizes. A 4m whip 
will give you more reach, but also increase the chance of 
getting caught up in any overhanging trees. A 3m  
version is generally easier to handle for young,  
inexperienced hands. Most tackle shops will have a  
selection of entry level whips for between £10-£20. 
 
2) The Rig 
The majority of Whip Kits will come complete with a rig. 
This consists of four parts and is the bit used to catch 
fish. 1) Line - A whip doesn’t need a fishing reel, instead 
you attach the loop of line at the end of the rig to the 
crook at the tip of the whip. The line should be the same 
length as the whip on which it is being used. 2) The Float 
– The float acts as both a way of setting the depth that 
you want to fish at, and also to indicate when you have a 
bite. Attached to the line by a couple of silicone bands, 
you can slide it down the line towards the hook for  
shallower waters, or away from the hook if the fish are 
feeding on the bottom or in deeper water. Bites can vary, 
but in most cases the float will twitch before disappearing 
underwater. 3) Split Shot – printed on the side of the float 
will be a shot-loading. This is the amount of weight 
required to cock the float. Too little and the float will lay 
on its side. Too much and the float will sink. Non toxic 
split shot are used to both cock the float and help the bait 
reach the required depth. Pre-tied rigs will already have 
the correct amount of weight on them, although you can 
move them by gently pricing them open along the split, 
moving them to the new  
position, and squeezing them closed again. 4) The Hook 
– Hooks come in  many different sizes. Anglers refer to 

them by number. The higher the number, the smaller the 
hook. Hooks between size 2-6 are used for big fish or 
baits. 8-12 for medium sized fish, and 14-18 for smaller 
fish. Most pre-tied rigs will have a hook  
between 12-16, which is ideal to get started. There is  
nothing to prevent you from tying your own rigs, but as a 
beginner it is generally easier, and more cost effective, to 
buy a selection of rigs from your local tackle shop. 
 
3) Bait 
Maggots have got to be the number one choice of bait for 
this type of fishing, although not everyone is easy to 
handle for them. There are plenty of household baits that 
will work just as well. Bread, sweetcorn, flour paste, or 
luncheon meat will all catch fish.  

4) Extras 
Although a whip is all that you need to catch fish, there 
are other pieces of equipment that will help to land and 
look after your fish. When starting out you will generally 
be targeting smaller fish. In this instance a disgorger is 
invaluable. Once you get to the point of targeting larger 
fish then a landing net and an unhooking mat become 
essential. Many fisheries will insist on these items as a 
minimum requirement. Once again, your local tackle 
shop will be able to advise you on what you need,  
although some fisheries will provide these items of 
tackle.  
 
5) Get Fishing  
Nearly all of the fisheries listed in the Freshwater  
Informer will have lakes suitable for beginners. Some, 
such as Hawkhurst Fish Farm, have dedicated Junior 
Lakes with bailiffs on hand to guide you. Crowborough & 
District Angling Association, along with a number of other 
local clubs, have open 
days across the 
summer holidays, and 
of course there are  
always more  
experienced anglers 
happy to help. So get 
out there and give it a 
go. Good Luck. 

25August 2026
Fishing Tips with Theia 

TThheeiiaa
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YYoouunngg  GGuunnss  oonn  tthhee  BBaannkk

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣Leo Neal has been catching a lot of carp recently on 
the pellet waggler, a method he was introduced to by his 

mentor Andy Lush. Leo joined Andy for another new chal-
lenge, fly-fishing for carp. Leo’s a quick learner and once 
his casting was sorted the catching began. Catching up-
wards of a dozen fish, mostly doubles, saw Leo tired and 

elated at the end of the day, and he had learnt another 
way of catching carp.👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣
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Lakedown Trout Fishery & Taproom

01892 826041 / 07951 30451501892 826041 / 07951 304515 www.springhilltroutwaters.co.ukwww.springhilltroutwaters.co.uk

TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS,  
CHENNELL PARK ROAD, TENTERDEN, KENT TN30 6XA 

 
Our family owned Fishery is set in picturesque Wealden countryside offering  
5 acres of prime stillwater fly fishing for rainbow, brown and blue trout.  
 
Choose from catch/release or catch/keep permits for full day, half day and  
evening sessions. Relax & kickback in our comfortable Fishery Lodge with a  
complimentary tea/coffee/soup.   
Fly Fishing Tuition – for beginners 1-to-1 or small groups.  

Gift Vouchers – Ideal for fishing permits, tuition and Shepherds Hut stays. 
Stay with us – Enjoy 20% off fishing permits when booking our heated  
Shepherd‛s Hut 10mins from Tenterden and Chapel Down Vineyard.  

 
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk 

 
Please note - Fishery Closed 9-16 August 

LAKEDOWN TROUT FISHERY & TAPROOM 
 
Lakedown Trout Fishery is situated in a secluded Wealden valley with 
scenic views & no visible sign of habitation. 
 
The Fishery was originally designed & created in 1981 by actor & Rock 
legend Roger Daltrey. 
 
The four spring-fed lakes totalling approximately 20 acres have an 
abundance of aquatic fly life.    
 
"A visual assault on the senses. There can be no prettier fishery in this 
land. Spikes of bright yellow flag decorate the banks which are thick 

with beds of rose bay willow herb, bee-
haunted fox gloves & spotted orchid. A place 
where wild browns & rainbows live side by 
side"  
 
Lakedown Tap Room is situated on our 
family farm and trout fishery; Lakedown 
Trout Fishery, Swife Lane,  
Burwash, TN21 8UX.  
 
 Lakedown Brewing Company is a family run, independently brewery in the heart of rural 
East Sussex. We brew modern and traditional beers in cask, keg, can and bottle. We are 
proud to brew the best versions of the beers we love.  
 
There’s no need to book, turn up and enjoy what we have on offer! 
As the lane is narrow, please drive slowly. 

TETENTETERDRDEN TROUT WAWATETERS 
Coooombmbe FarmFarm, , ChChennnnellll ParkPark Roadad 

TeTenteterdrden, , Kent TN30N30 6XAXA 
We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport 

in beautiful Wealden Countryside. 
Day Permit £50 = 4 best fish 

Half Day Permit £34 = 2 best fish 

Catch & Release & 
Junior Permits available. 

Regular stocking of top quality 
Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 12lbs 

TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE 

TUITION BY APPOINTMENT 
RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER 

FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH ISLES 

Contact 07880 722868 
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk 

http://www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk
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I mentioned in last month’s article that almost all of my 
carp and barbel were caught using the “drag and drop” 
technique. This is a method I’ve learnt in recent years, 
when I’ve struggled to find barbel but carp have been  
present in good numbers. Carp rarely feed off the surface 
in Spain; so nymphing has become the go-to method. For 
most UK anglers the “drag and drop” technique is  
unfamiliar, so I thought I’d give a brief description of what 
it is.   
 
Drag and drop.  
Aerialising your fly line over carp in the crystal-clear water, 
spooks the fish. Casting a weighted fly close to a carp also 
spooks them. So you have to cast your fly past the carp, 
then drag it towards them; once overhead, you let the fly 
drop into position. It sounds easy, but it takes a lot of  
practice to get all the moving parts to align.  

I eventually realised that “roll casting” was the way  
forward. Using this cast the line lands gently, and pitches 
the fly forward, away from the carp. I also found that using 
a ‘hot head’ fly, which I could easily see, increased my 
success rate. Being able to see the fly and the carp at the 
same time was a game changer. An added benefit of using 
‘hot heads’ is that you can see the fly when it’s resting on 
the bottom, waiting for the carp to approach. You rarely 
feel a take; rather, you see them, and strike when you  
observe the carp’s mouth opening and closing as it chews 
on your fly! By the way, barbel can be caught using this 
method too; they are far less spooky than carp, and  
sometimes will take the fly “on the drop”, as well as “on 
the deck”.  
 
Orellana Reservoir. 
A short two-day trip to the mighty Orellana was something 
I had wanted to do for some time. I plan to fish here in the 
future, so I thought this was a good opportunity to get a 

feel for the water and hopefully identify some fish-hold-
ing features. 
My plan was to hire a boat, and using my well-practised 
method of stalking the banks, I would scope out as much 
water as possible. I picked up the boat at Orellana la Vieja, 
a small town near the dam. I would have preferred to  
explore the top end of the reservoir, where I expected to 
find lots of shallow bays and creeks. However, looking at 
the maps provided by Jose, the boat owner, I could see 
plenty of interesting bays nearby.  
 
Orellana is a very long, feature-packed water. It would take 
weeks of searching to cover it all, so my two days were 
only going to scratch the surface. Gleaning useful  
information on a new venue, when reading reports on  
angling websites is all part of the fun, when planning a trip 
from afar. I knew the reservoir contained barbel, carp, 
channel catfish, black bass, pike and zander. In recent 
years Orellana has become known for its big carp, with 
most visiting anglers using bait-and-wait methods. I had to 
filter through the information carefully, as most of what I 
read would not be applicable to my mobile fly-fishing  
approach.  
I was told by Jose that my stalking method wouldn’t work. 
He explained that the barbel were huge and in deep water, 
and that the carp were large and also in deep water.  
Although this news wasn’t what I wanted to hear, I  
understood his advice was well-meant, but I still wanted 
to explore the bays, as this was why I had come. 

Entering the first bay, I noticed immediately that the water 
was ultra-clear. Despite the water’s clarity, spotting fish 
was proving difficult. The sunlight, coupled with the ripple, 
was creating a lot of light refraction. However, it didn’t take 
long to spot the first carp. I couldn’t see it clearly, but by 
its colour and size, it was a big common carp. How big? I 
estimated it at least 20lbs [9Kg]. I cast my mayfly nymph in 
its direction but quickly realised the fly was way too light 

When it all comes together 

Part 2 The Spanish adventure.
Andy Lush - The Friendly Fisherman

A small bay on the mighty Orellana
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for the depth of water. I quickly changed to a weighted 
‘gold-headed’ daddy longlegs. Change completed, but the 
fish had gone! I continued further into the bay and spotted 
another, even bigger carp. I estimated this at mid-20lb  
I concentrated on exploring the bays off the main body of 
the reservoir; these offered some shelter from the wind and 
less ripple, which helped in spotting fish. As I entered yet 
another large bay it divided into two very fishy-looking 
creeks. I slowly walked into the first creek, as it narrowed I 
noticed a fence barring my progress. I was about to turn 
back, intending to return to the boat, when I spotted a carp 
slowly swimming towards me. Occasionally it stopped, be-
fore gently upending to feed. The water’s surface here was 
mirror-smooth. I could clearly see it was another common, 
an upper double at least. It was a shame it wasn’t one of 
the big fish I’d seen earlier, I watched as it continued to 
swim towards me, all the while holding my breath. I made a 
cast, well ahead of its intended path. I drew the weighted 
daddy longlegs into position, letting it fall and settle on the 
bottom.  
The carp slowly swam along the bank, when it was maybe 
six inches [15cm] from my fly, I twitched the fly line, impart-
ing a slight movement into the fly; immediately the carp 
tensed, it had seen it. It got closer, another twitch, and it 
shot forward, taking the fly without hesitation. I struck and 
immediately the fish shot past me at high speed, swimming 
through a patch of streamer weed, heading into open water. 
I was in shock now; my reel’s spool was spinning so fast I 
daren’t touch it for fear of breaking the leader. My fly line 
shot through the rod rings, followed by forty or fifty yards 
[35-45m] of backing line. My rod was arched over at an 
alarming angle. I couldn’t apply any pressure at this point 
as the line was running through weed.  
Initial panic over, the carp was now no longer charging off 
into the distance; it had started to slow down, it now 
changed direction and was kitting towards the bank. 
Suddenly, to my relief, my backing line started pinging off 
the weeds, I was now in direct contact with the fish once 
more. What to do now? I realised I had a slim chance of 
landing this carp, if I was careful. Rather than trying to bring 
it to me, I decided to walk along the bank towards it, while 
retrieving the line, keeping it under tension. The fish, al-
though calmer, was still taking line, but far slower now, es-
pecially as I wasn’t bullying it. I was also calmer and a 
thought struck me: I could actually land this fish. If I did, I’d 
like to get a proper picture and weigh it. In the boat I had a 
tripod for my mobile, I also had scales, but no sling; how-
ever, I had a large supermarket carrier bag which would suf-
fice. The main problem, though, was that I hadn’t got a 
landing net!  
I was getting ahead of myself, but I now had a plan. I 
needed to land this fish as close as possible to the boat, 
which was still several hundred yards away. The carp was 
still happy to stay in open water, which was a relief, as the 

shoreline was littered with rocks. I shortened the distance 
between me and the fish; my fly line, which was thirty yards 
long [27m] was only a few rod lengths away. I decided not 
to bring the fish any closer; instead, I walked it along the 
bank towards the boat, rather like “walking a dog”. My boat 
was beached on a sandy bay between two rock points; this 
was going to be where I would have to beach it too. I  
increased the rod pressure; I was now gaining line. Finally, 
my fly line was back on the reel for a few seconds before 
exiting the rod again. I was getting very nervous now; any 
false move and I could easily lose the fish. I tried to stay 
calm; gradually, the fish came closer and finally it surfaced 
for the first time. I was shocked; it was far bigger than I’d 
first thought. Stunned, I continued playing the fish. My 9ft 
#5 fly rod was bent double. As I eased its head onto the 
sand, I jumped into the water. Now standing knee-deep in 
water, I launched my rod onto the bank, and using both 
arms lifted the carp onto the bank. A wetted boat drogue 
was thrown over it to keep it calm while I grabbed the  
tripod, the scales and the carrier bag, which was also 
wetted, before zeroing the scales. I was shaking with ex-
citement, anxiety and fatigue, so it’s not surprising the 
needle was bouncing around between 30lb and 31lbs  
[13.6-14Kg]. I decided to settle on 30lbs. What an  
experience, what a lucky bugger I’d been. The whole  
sequence of events will live with me for ever. 

After the photos and a safe release, I pondered on what had 
just happened, and then I began to wonder how big those 
first two carp were. It’s a question I asked myself several 
times since that day. I can only speculate that they were 
probably between 30lb and 40lb. Orellana has a history of 
producing carp in excess of 70lb, so it wouldn’t be a stretch 
to believe they were that size. I’m sure it will come as no 
surprise to know I’m planning a return trip next spring, to 
see if I can catch some barbel and carp from the mighty 
Orellana. 
 
Here’s to dreaming. 
Andy Lush 
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🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 Fish With Carl Winner in The Freshwater Informer 🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 

 
🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣Well done to Ava Rigden, who was absolutely over the moon after landing this lovely mid- 

double mirror carp from her local club water, 
Stonar Lake at Sandwich Lakes. 

 
 

The fish fell to bloodworm boilies, proving once again just 
how effective they can be. It's a capture that has given Ava a 
real confidence boost and inspired her to spend even more 

time on the bank as she continues her angling journey. 
 

Congratulations, Ava—what a fantastic fish, and here's  
hoping it's the first of many more memorable captures. Tight 

lines! 🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟 
 

A big well done to Ava on a fantastic fishing trip— and  
congratulations on winning a signed Fish With Carl book!

Junior Informer

Kindly sponsored by MFC Outdoor Store  
& Fish With Carl

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉
🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 MFC Store Prize Winner – Oliver Bates 🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣  Fish With Carl Winner: Ava Rigden 🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉
🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 

Fish With Carl

WWIINNNNEERR

🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 New PB and a New Species for Oliver! 🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 
 

Stevie Bates spent the weekend fishing with his 12-year-old son, 
Oliver, on Nick's Lake at Hartley Lands. It proved to be a tough 
day's fishing under bright sunshine, with bites at a premium. 

 
But as we all know, it's never over until the final cast... and that's  
exactly when the magic happened! On the very last cast of the 

session, Oliver landed this stunning 17lb 4oz leather carp,  
making it not only a new personal best but also the first leather 

carp of his angling journey. 
The fish fell to a trusted PVA bag packed with crushed 15mm 

Pacific Tuna boilies and 3mm Pacific Tuna pellets, fished tight to 
an island.A fantastic result after sticking at it all day. Massive  

congratulations, Oliver—here's to many more PBs in the future! 
👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏👏🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣 

 
Thank you for sharing your catch with The Freshwater  
Informer and MFC Baits. Enjoy your prize, and we look  

forward to seeing what you catch next! 🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🎣🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟
🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟🐟

JJuunniioorr  

CCoommppeettiittiioonn  

WWiinnnneerrss 

WWIINNNNEERR

NEW PB

See Page 17 for 
more details for 

MFC
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Harrington - Elphicks 
Sandwich Lakes 23lb 

Eli Laker - Iden Wood 
Fishery 18lb Linear

Eli Laker - Iden Wood 
Fishery 20lb Common 

James Ridley - Club Lake 
- Fully Scaled Mirror

Alfie Davis  - Gold Valley - 22lb 
Common PB

Jasper Towers-Weir - 12lb 
Common Falkenvil Fishery 

Zac Brown - Hythe Canal  
Mirror Carp 

Reuben Donnelly - Mushroom 
Farm 11lb 12oz New PB

Jack Jackman A Nice 
Bream

Henry’s Birthday at Sumners Pond S&SAT

Millie Bowles - Elphicks 
Fishery Common Carp 

Jack Taylor - Orchard Place - 
17lb 3oz Mirror CarpOliver Carter - 3lb 4oz Chub 

River Darent 

Leyland Casey - 3lb 8oz Tench 
Lydd Club Water 

Liam Enderby - River 
Perch 1lb 8oz 

Jagger Gambrell - Trickle 
Brook - 34lb 10oz

NEW PB

NEW PB

NEW PB

NEW PB

NEW PB
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The Freshwater Team @ Elphick’s Fishery  
Plantation Lake 17th -19th June 

For many anglers, 2nd January is just another day after the New Year celebrations. For those hoping to secure a 
session at Elphicks Fishery, however, it's one of the most important dates of the year. 
Booking opens first thing in the morning and anyone who has tried knows just how frantic it can be. Popular 
lakes are often fully booked within 15 minutes, so there is no time to hesitate. 
 
Having arrived at work early, both Dean and I sat with laptops and phones at the ready, refreshing the Swim-
booker page as the clock ticked down. Our first choice was North Lake, but that disappeared almost instantly. 
With swims disappearing by the second, we quickly changed plans and eventually secured a three-day session 
on Plantation Lake, followed by two days on West End later in the year.The hard part was over. Now all we had 
to do was wait until July. 
 
Finally Bank Side 
The 17th July eventually arrived and, after what felt like an eternity, we pulled into Elphick’s nice and early,  
waiting for the gates to open. We had booked the whole of Plantation Lake, giving the four of us—Dean, Jim, 
Lee and myself—the lake to ourselves. 
As always, the first job was a walk around the lake. Even with exclusive access, choosing the right swim is 
never straightforward, but I'd already made my mind up. The roadside corner peg had shown plenty of fish every 
time I'd visited previously and, travelling fairly light, it suited me perfectly. 
Dean settled into the roadside swim nearest the café, Jim chose a swim between the two of us, while Lee,  
arriving around midday after being delayed, opted for the middle swim on the opposite bank, giving him plenty of 
water to explore. 
 
Keeping It Simple 
Once everything was set up, I selected three spots and introduced bait using my Bushwhacker pole to reach the 
island with accuracy. My mix was uncomplicated—hemp, pellet and around ten bottom baits scattered over each 

area. 
 
Two rods were fished with straight-out-of-the-bag 15mm 
boilies on simple D-Rigs, while the third carried a 
washed-out yellow pop-up on a Multi Rig. 
I've always believed in keeping things simple. Con-
fidence in your presentation is often more important 
than constantly changing rigs, and using the baiting pole 
meant I knew every rig was positioned exactly where I 
wanted it. My spots were all around 21 sections out—
roughly 31.5 metres. 
By 8.30am everything was fishing, the swim was tidy 
and I finally had the chance to sit back, watch the water 
and settle into the session. 
It didn't last long. 
 
A Flying Start 
Within half an hour the middle rod absolutely melted off. 
The fish felt solid from the outset and fought hard before 
eventually sliding into the net. After a few quick photos it 
was safely returned, the rod was repositioned and 
another helping of bait introduced with the pole. 
Forty-five minutes later the same rod was away again. 
As I picked it up, the pop-up rod screamed into life as 
well. 
Double hook-ups always seem exciting until you're  
trying to deal with two determined carp heading in  
opposite directions. Thankfully Jim was on hand to help 
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and, between us, we managed to guide 
both fish safely into separate landing nets. 
One weighed 24lb 8oz, while the other 
tipped the scales at 16lb 6oz. 
Having a spare landing net suddenly 
seemed like a very wise decision. 
The action simply continued throughout the 
day. Every time I thought I'd finally caught 
up, another alarm sounded. 
 
By dinner time I'd landed eight carp and 
barely had time to sit down. 
Dean had also enjoyed a productive first 
day with around six fish, while Jim and Lee 
were still searching for their first bites from 
the middle swims, which appeared to be 
fishing a little harder. 
 
Bank-Side Banquet 
After a busy day in temperatures well into 
the thirties, we were all ready for some 
food. 
 
Lee reeled in his rods and wandered over 
to join us on the roadside for dinner. 
He'd brought along some excellent steaks, 
and we kept things wonderfully simple. 
The barbecue was fired up while red 
onions were slowly cooked down with a 
little butter until beautifully soft and sweet. 
The steaks were cooked medium-rare  
before being sliced thinly and served in 
fresh ciabatta baguettes with cheese,  
jalapeños and chipotle sauce. 
Sometimes it's the simplest meals that 
taste the best, especially after a full day on 
the bank. Washed down with a well-earned 
cold beer, it made for a perfect summer 
evening. 
 
Evening Rewards 
Not long after the rods were repositioned, 
Jim's alarms burst into life. 
His reward was a lovely 22lb mirror carp, 
ending any thoughts of a blank. 
 
That left just Lee. 
Thankfully, shortly after darkness fell, one 
of his rods tore off and he soon had a  
mid-double safely in the net. 
Now all four of us had caught. 
I then experienced something almost  
unheard of after such a hectic day... 
Nothing. 
 
Not a single bleep throughout the night. 
Normally I'd be frustrated, but sleeping 
under the stars without even putting the 
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bivvy up was exactly what I needed. There's some-
thing special about drifting off while looking up at a 
clear summer sky that reminds you why we all love 
spending time by the water. 
 
Slowing Down 
Friday had been frantic, but Saturday proved very  
different. 
Although the weather remained warm, the action 
slowed considerably. 
Dean and I each managed only a couple of fish 
throughout the day. It became one of those sessions 
where patience was needed. Rather than constantly 
recasting, I spent the quieter periods tidying my 
tackle, tying a few fresh rigs and simply watching the 
lake. 
Sometimes those slower days are every bit as enjoy-
able. 
One fish came during the morning, another after 
dinner, and that was about it. 
During the night I added one final carp of around 22lb 
before slipping it back and deciding to leave that rod 
out of the water. 
I'd had a fantastic trip and felt no need to chase every 
last bite. 
 
One Last Surprise 
As daylight broke on the final morning, I noticed Lee 
bent into a fish across the lake. 
Walking over to lend a hand turned out to be a good 
decision. 
After a tense battle, a superb 29lb common finally 

rolled over the net cord. 
Even better, it was 
a new personal 
best for Lee. 
Those are often the 
moments that make 
a trip memorable—
not just your own 
captures, but sharing 
someone else's  
success. 
 
More Than Just the 

Fishing 
With my own 
rods packed 
away, I sat 
back,  
enjoyed the 
last hour  
beside the 
lake and  
reflected 
on what 
had been 
a brilliant 
few days. 

 
Working long hours—leaving home around 6am and 
often not getting back until 7pm—means time to  
properly switch off doesn't come around very often. 
This trip wasn't just about catching carp, although  
landing eleven fish certainly helped. It was about 
spending quality time with good friends, enjoying great 
food, sharing laughs and remembering why we all fell in 
love with fishing in the first place. 
 
Plantation Lake certainly lived up to expectations. 
Some days it tested us, other days it rewarded us 
handsomely, but throughout the session it reminded us 
that no two days in angling are ever the same. 
 
We'll certainly be back and now cant wait until we head 
to West End Lake on the 5th and 6th August where Si 
Fishes joins us to see if we can capture one of the big 
girls that live in the lake, fingers crossed until then, tight 
lines from: 

The Kent Carping Legend Dean with one of his  
captures from the session 

Team Freshwater Informer
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QUALITY RELIABLE TACKLE BUILT TO LAST!

07301 011001
sales@cbproducts.co.uk

www.cbproducts.co.uk chrisbrownproducts

32", 36" & 42" carbon nets complete with 6ft handle & a 3ft extension. 
Also available in our range - 

specialist 60" Eel nets, 60" & 72" Catfish nets and our unique TFD (total fold down) cat net.

Weigh tripod & quadpod, rod rest systems, stage stands, rod pods & more. 

Custom nets can be made. Solid reliable tackle that has been hand built in the UK
for over 40 years!

James 42lb 11oz PB -  
Kingfisher Lake

Murray kingfisher lake 
Mousehole Fishery

Lee kestrel lake -  
Mousehole

Lee kestrel lake - Mousehole 
Fishery

Oscar Kestrel Lake 
Mousehole Fishery

Danny- Mousehole -  
Kestrel Lake

Jeff 1st Grassy Kestrel Lake 

Mousehole  Fishery
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NINE ACRES - THREE LAKES

Mousehole Lakes

Maidstone Road  |  Nettlestead  |  Maidstone  |  Kent  |  ME18 5HR 
07725 783405   

www.mouseholelakes.co.uk    

Kestrel laKe up to 3 rods 
Day Ticket : £30 
24 hours : £45 
36 hours : £60 
48 hours : £75 

60 hours : £90 
72 hours : £105 
84 hours : £120 
96 hours : £135

5 days : £150        6 days : £165        7 days : £180 
exclusive Hire up to 6 anglers for 48 hours : £500

KINGFISHER LAKE up to 3 Rods 

swift lake (match/pleasure) 
up to 2 rods  
day ticket £10.00

Day Ticket : £20 
24 hours : £35 
36 hours : £50 
48 hours : £65 

60 hours : £80 
72 hours : £95 
84 hours : £110 
96 hours : £125

5 days : £140        6 days : £155        7 days : £170 
exclusive Hire up to 15 anglers for 48 hours : £1,000

Mousehole 
Bait & Tackle 

is open 7 days a week for all your 
needs. Contact Joanne:  

07725 783405 for any  
bait and tackle enquiries.

CAFE OPEN 
FOOD ORDERS ARE AVAILABLE

TOILET & 
SHOWER BLOCK WITH 
DISABLED FACILITIES 

FREE shower for overnight 
& 48hr plus sessions

Bailiff assistance availaBle 
for unloading your equipment 

to your swim
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Opening times: 
Mon-Fri: 8.00am to 5.30pm 
Sat: 8.00am to 12.30pm 

Sunday: Closed    Bank Holiday: Closed

check out our Facebook and Instagram 
for the latest news and competitions! 

01444 247757

Cuckfield Road 
BURGESS HILL  RH15 8RE

Contact number: 07738 261541 
Contact email: winchelseabeachangling@gmail.com

Winchelsea Beach Angling - Unit 5 Suttons Industrial Park 
Winchelsea Beach - East Sussex - TN36 4LZ

Our Opening Hours Are: 
Monday 9am - 2pm 
Tuesdays Closed 

Wednesday 9am - 2pm 
Thursday 9am - 2pm 
Friday 9am - 6:30pm 
Saturday 8am - 4pm 
Sunday 9am - 1pm

You can find us on:

B
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Cackle Hill Lakes & Coarse Fishery  

SPECIMEN LAKE’S 1 & 2  
                 2 Rods / 3 Rods 
24 Hours = £35 & £40  
48 Hours = £60 & £70 
36 Hours (2days 1 night) = £50 & £55 
36 Hours (2nights 1 Day) = £55 & £60 
60 Hours = £80 & £90 
72 Hours = £95 & £110 
 

Mixed Lake - 1.5 acres 
2 rods - £20 per Adult - £17 for over 65’s & Juniors 

Extra rod £5 
 

Species present in our lakes 
• Common Carp up to 40lb • Mirror Carp 47lb+ • 

Leather Carp 32lb+ 
• Grass Carp 42lb+ • Catfish 125lb+ • Tench 8lb+ • 

Bream 8lb+ 
• Perch 5lb+ also F1’s, Rudd, Roach and Chub

This beautifully designed, prestige holiday lodge 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR A GREAT DAY’S FISHING 
 

Stocking fantastic brands e.g. Mainline Shelf Life 
and frozen boilies, pop ups and dips. Also a variety 

of quality groundbaits,particles and pellets,  
Fox, Korda, Clothing, Gas, Batteries, headlamps, 

catapults, rigs, alarms and much more...

www.cackle-hill-lakes.com

Headcorn Road | Biddenden | Kent TN27 8JW 
01580 292292 | 07885 284500

CACKLE HILL Tackle and Bait Shop 

CACKLE HILL CAFÉCACKLE HILL HOLIDAY LODGES 
... perfectly placed for both fishing and 

golf with a Nick Faldo designed golf 
course just over the road.  

Biddenden boasts a Michelin starred 
restaurant as well as a traditional tea 
shop and a popular pub, while nearby 

Headcorn has a good  
selection of shops and a station with 
trains to London, Canterbury and the 

coast

Spacious 1, 2 or 3 bedroom holiday 
fishing lodge, ideal for fishing groups or 

families, set within the grounds of 
Cackle Hill Lakes Fishery 

 
Available all year round 

Full Lake Bookings  are Available 

HOT AND COLD FOOD 

AND DRINKS  

AVAILABLE

 
Serving hot, freshly cooked food. 

We are open for service to non anglers as 
well as our Anglers, come and relax and 
enjoy our tasty menu come rain or shine   

 
Why not try a Cackle Hill Takeaway - 

check out the 
menu on our website.

BBF Andy and Russ



40 August 2026

Answer: Mmmm - possibly. This reminds me of 
a conversation that I once had with Jim Gibbin-
son. We were both into our tench fishing big 
time and had been having a good season with 
hardly any blanks and a load of action. We were 
not fishing the same waters, but our tactics 
were similar and we had been comparing notes 
on a regular basis. 
Jim eventually used the phrase ‘I am all 
Tenched out’ and his solution to this was to give 
it a rest and go Mullet fishing for a while. My 
solution was to change to another venue which 
as it happened turned out to be a lot harder to 
get to grips with and I suffered a series of blank 
sessions before getting back into some form of 
regular action.  This move reinvigorated my ef-
forts and halted the slide into complacency. It 
also brought about my initiation into the world 
of Mullet fishing after an invite from Jim who 
was doing well with some decent ones on his 
local tidal Medway. I did not give up on my 
Tench campaign but really enjoyed having a 
chance to have few totally new experiences 
fishing alongside Jim on his home patch. My 
conclusion was that the Mullet were harder to 
tempt than the Tench, but I did get one on my 
maiden voyage which prompted Jim to declare 
me an honorary member 
of the 
Medway 
Mullet 
club. The 
reason for 
this story 
is that I 
seem to be 
getting 
quite close 
to Jim’s ‘all 
tenched out 
level’ and I 
am consider- ing a change of water, 
species, or outlook on the whole situation. Yes, 
I’m still enjoying what I am doing but am now 
feeling like I need a new challenge. I have 
never been a fan of mid-summer river fishing 
particularly during the sort of conditions (ex-
tremely hot and dry) that have prevailed re-

cently, so don’t fancy a move in that direction 
at present. Something that has interested me 
lately is the number of other species invading 
my tench patch and avoiding capture by virtue 
of the relatively heavy tac-
tics that I have 
been using. 
These appear to 
be Roach, Rudd, 
Perch and even 
possibly Crucians. 
The problem is 
that I hate losing 
fish and the ever-
present possibility 
of hooking a big carp  
combined with the thick mid-summer growth of 
Pads and various water weed make fishing 
lighter a bit of a no no. I have a few ideas 
about this, and I will be trying to put them into 
practice over the next few sessions. I won’t go 
into details now until I have a bit more  
experience of how they might work out in  
practice but suffice to say that very short thin 
hook links are involved and a no-quarter  
attitude when playing and netting fish will be 
required. Although much of my recent action 
has been on feeders of various types, I have 
had a lot of fish particularly Tench on the float 
at close range which is my favourite way of 
fishing. As mentioned before, the trouble with 
this is that you really do have to concentrate to 
avoid missing bites and I find that the environ-
ment and wildlife is the main distraction for me. 
I sometimes just resort to a small leger or 
feeder in the margin swim to get around this 
problem. No shortage of wildlife sightings of 
late either with a family of Hobby’s keeping me 
interested during my last couple of trips while 
Sparrowhawks, Kestrels, Buzzards and Kites 
have been around and provided some spectacu-
lar views. 
At the time of writing we are experiencing heat-
wave conditions and even though this does not 
seem to have affected my action yet, water 
levels are starting to drop and with apparently, 
little chance of rain we could be heading for 
drought conditions once again. I am really hop-

The Medway Man 

July 2026

Bob Morris

Here is the question: can you have too much of a good thing? 
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ing that this recuring problem will now see the 
government concentrating efforts to address this 
urgently with new reservoirs desperately needed 
and possibly an investigation into the viability of 
desalination. The issue of water shortage par-
ticularly in the southeast, is only going to get 
worse and the need for thousands of new homes 
will only exacerbate the problem as it is obvious 
that various water companies are already strug-
gling to keep up with demand. Conservation of 
water is surely a big part of our ongoing efforts 
to address this recurring drought situation, with 
hosepipe bans and restrictions on domestic use 
likely to become the norm. It is crazy to have a 
situation where we have floods on a regular 
basis but are unable to hold enough water back 
to get us through these dry spells, which we are 
told will become more common. At the same 
time we have an issue 
globally with sea 
levels rising and tem-
peratures increasing. 
Maybe drinking the 
sea will eventually be 
the only option 😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊😊. 
 
Best Fishes & 
Weather Conditions 
 
Bob Morris 
 
 

 
 
Piscatorial Politics 
 
Regular readers of my stuff will be 
aware that one of my pet hates is ‘too 
many rules’ and although many of 
these relate to fish care and are aimed 
at reducing the possibility harm being caused it 
often seems like a slippery slope toward an unen-
forceable situation with the ‘definition’ of a dodgy or 
banned rig etc, being left to individual officials and 
bailiffs to Interoperate. 
Having said this, I have recently been sent two pic-
tures of undoubtedly dangerous end tackles that 
were retrieved from the lake and riverbed during 
working parties. The first, as usual incorporated the 
use of a fixed lead weight and a length of lead core. 
Any form of fixed weight allows the possibility of a 
fish ending up towing it about, if a break occurs on 
the line above it. 
The second picture shows a long length of coiled fine 
steel wire which had been exposed after the plastic 
tube had been stripped away in a snag. Presumably 
this product is aimed at replacing Lead Core tubing 
– possibly where this has been banned!  The poten-
tial damage to fish or indeed waterfowl and other 
wildlife is considerable, and I find it hard to believe 
that this is on sale.  
As previously stated in this column I am not a fan of 
rig checks and believe that Angling clubs should 
avoid going down this ‘dangerous path’. I would 
however just say to any angler who is considering 
using end tackles of this type. 
Just Don’t Do It 
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Coarse Fisheries  Tackle & Bait Supplies 
Beaver Farm Fishery Eastbourne Road 
Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL 01342 324006 / 07710 656041

Absolute Tackle 12 Wealden Forest Park 
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ 01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Cackle Hill Lakes 
Headcorn Rd, Biddenden, Ashford TN27 8JW                      01580 292292 

Anglers Den 
6 North Road, Pevensey Bay BN24 6AY 01323 460441

Chart Hill Lakes 
Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ 07398 571337

Angling Specialist (ASH) 
29 Queen Street, Horsham RH13 5AA 01403 264644 

Chequertree Trout and Coarse Fishery 
Bethersden, Near Ashford TN26 3JR 01233 820078

A.R. Tackle 
8 Castle Street, Hastings TN34 3DY 01424 422094

Coombewood Fishery 
Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH 07895 679569

Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse Unit T 
Rich Industrial Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU 01273 933050

Elphicks Fisheries 
Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL 01580 854702

Best Buddies 
248 Horn Street, Folkestone, Kent, CT19 4JR 01303 487144

Eureka Fishery 
Nicholas Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4AG 07597 879621

Bodle Angling 
Cuckfield Road, Burgess Hill RH15 8RE 01444 247757

Charlies Lakes 
Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH                      07857 539785 

Chris Brown Products       
email: chrisofoaks@gmail.com   www.cbproducts.co.uk         01892 723670

Gabriels Fishery 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Edenbridge Angling  
132 High Street, Edenbridge, TN8 5AY                                   01732 247702

Gabriels Fishery 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Eastbourne Aquarium & Reptile Centre 
19-21 Seaside, Eastbourne BN21 3PP 01323 730635

Greenacres Farm Fishery 
Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH 07933 934942

Henfold Bait & Tackle Henfold Lakes 
Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW 07956 043922

Hawkhurst Fish Farm 
Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT 01580 854702

Angling Direct 
Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7HB 01293 521186

Horam Manor Fishery 
Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB          01323 840889 / 07707 759364   

Gabriels Fishery Tackle Shop 
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 07730 066088

Horsmonden Lakes 
Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 01892 838576

Medway Tackle Supplies 
11 Twydall Green, Gillingham ME8 6JY 01634 475260

Iden Wood Fishery  
Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT       01797 280180 / 07906 232225   

MFC Outdoor Store 
9 Station Road, Hailsham BN27 2BE 01323 846883

Knightingales Fishery 
Stone–In–Oxney, Near Tenterden TN30 7HA 07941 176205

Mud Pigs  
Unit 1, Browns Lane, Uckfield, T22 1UN                                 07494 785273

Mousehole Lakes,  Maidstone Road 
Nettlestead, Near Paddock Wood ME18 5HR 07725 783405

Orchard Tackle 
58 High Brooms Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9DB 07494 670328

Orchard Place Farm Fishery 
Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY 01892 838576

Pinions Baits 
431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB 01622 718580

Pittlands Lakes 
Churn Lane, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood TN12 8HL 07716 065900

Polegate Angling Centre 
Unit 7, Birch Industrial Estate, Eastbourne BN23 6PH 01323 486379

Sandwich Lakes Coarse Fishery 
Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA 07936 409912

Romney Angling 
59, High Street, New Romney TN28 8AH 01797 362889

Shirkoak Fishery 
Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 07973 410973

Scotties Fishing Tackle  
25 Southwick Square, Southwick, Brighton BN42 4FP           01273 592903

The Lakes at Beachborough Beachborough Park 
Newington, Near Folkestone CT18 8BW 07469 809877

South London Angling Centre 
286 Lee High Road, London SE13 5PJ 0208 852 4451

Tricklebrook Fishery 
Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH 07743 955812

Sussex Bait Developments 
Falkenvil Fishery, Saltmarsh Lane, Hailsham BN27 2RJ 07971 303949

Willows Angling Centre 
Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham ME9 9BU 01795 520887

The Tackle Box 
251 Watling Street, Dartford DA2 6EG 01322 292400

Wylands Farm 
Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU 01424 893394

Winchealsea Beech Angling 
Unit 5 Sutton Industrial Park Winchelsea Beach TN36 4LZ          07738 261541

Trout Fisheries  Angling Clubs & Societies
Brick Farm Lakes  
Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS 01323 832615Hastings Bexhill & District 

Ruth Anderson                                                                         07803 816668 
info@hastingsandbexhillangling.co.ukOuse Valley (Sussex) Flyfishers 

Contact us via our web site                                                  www.ovsf.co.uk 
Coltsford Mill Trout Fishery & Fly Tackle Shop 
Mill Lane, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG 01883 715666 / 07798 605867

Tonbridge & District A & FPS   
For all enquiries please email:                         info@tonbridge-angling.co.uk

Spring Hill Trout Waters 
Albans Farm, Romford Road, Pembury TN2 4BB 07951 304515

Bromley (Kent) & District AS  
PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND                                                 
Email: bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk

Tenterden Trout Waters Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden 
TN30 6XA   www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk                      07880 722868

Linton Angling Society    Jason Tuckey on 07983 56922 or 
email lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

Lakedown Trout Fishery                                                                          
email lakedowntroutfishery@gmail.com                              01435 883449               

Wantsum Angling Association  07570 505934 
or contact via website www.wantsumaa.co.uk

Directory Listings

mailto:chrisofoaks@gmail.com
http://www.cbproducts.co.uk
mailto:lakedowntroutfishery@gmail.com
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Frant Lakes Frant Lakes 
Nr Tunbridge WellsNr Tunbridge Wells

An Eight Lake Day Ticket Fishing ComplexAn Eight Lake Day Ticket Fishing Complex
Nr Tunbridge Wells

An Eight Lake Day Ticket Fishing Complex

Carp to 40lb, Perch to 4lb, Bream, Tench, Roach and more!
Purpose built complex with cafe, bait shop, toilets and showers for overnight guests

Two Specimen Lakes
Six Main Lakes ( Open Friday - Sunday for Day Ticket Fishing) 

All Swims Pre-booked to ensure no overcrowding 
Easy to book your lake & Swim online in advance.

Book & Pay Online (Mobile Friendly) 
www.frantlakes.com - Tel: 01892616424

Hawkenbury Road, Bells Yews Green, Tunbridge Wells, TN3 9AP



A FEATHERWEIGHT 
THAT PACKS A PUNCH

NEW
•  Weighs only 500g 

•  Ultra-lightweight C-40X carbon frame & side plates 

•  9+1 HPB bearings 

•  Gear ratio 5:1 providing an ultra-fast retrieve (121cm/turn) 

•  Worm shaft transmission system 

•  Super slow oscillation for perfect line lay  

•  Dual, spring loaded, line clips 

•  Rotor with tangle guard 

•  Manual one-piece bail arm to help avoid crack-o昀s 

•  Shallow spool (line capacity - 0.30mm/390m)

RRP £159.99

•  Weighs only 520g 
•  Lightweight C-40X carbon frame & side plates
•  9+1 HPB bearings
•  Gear ratio 4.3:1 
•  Worm shaft transmission system
•  Super slow oscillation for perfect line lay 
•  Dual, spring loaded, line clips 
•  Rotor with tangle guard 
•  Fast progressive, carbon 昀bre drag system
•  Ultra-lightweight Aluminium spool
•  Spare Aluminium spool with two reducers

•  Lightweight screw-in handle with ergonomic grip 

•  Line capacity - 0.33mm/680m, 0.35mm/600m,   
 0.38mm/500m

RRP £187.99

Built for relentless spodding, the Obsidian Spod reel delivers power without e昀ort. 
Lightweight C-40X carbon cuts fatigue, while a frictionless shaft and super-slow oscillation 
ensure ultra-smooth retrieves and perfect line lay for maximum distance and accuracy.

12000
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