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Oliver Bates
Honeypot Lakes
by David Mackinnon

Callum Brown

Alfie Dye

Tenterden Trout Waters

THE TACKLE WAREHOUSE LTD, UNIT 23/25, RUTHERFORD WAY, MANOR ROYAL, CRAWLEY, WEST SUSSEX RH10 9RD
TEL: 01293

Tel:

550907 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - LATE NIGHT THUR/FRI www.thetacklewarehouse.fishing

07936 409912

SANDWICH LAKES Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA
email: enquiries@sandwichlakes.co.uk

www.

.co.uk

07415 684815
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Hello and welcome to the March issue of the Freshwater Informer!
The month of March signals the start of Spring! Although we have got off pretty lightly with our winter, it is most certainly a welcome time in every
anglers' diary. If you remember (!), at the end of February/beginning of March last year, we encountered the 'Beast from the East' which delayed the
start of Spring by several weeks and it seemed to be May before Nature got back on track. The Spring season seemed short lived before the hot
summer began and although welcome after the long cold spell, it became almost too hot to be outside at times! The fishing suffered in the intense
heat and before we knew it, Autumn took hold! I have had a look at the forecast for the next couple of weeks and the weather appears to be fairly
in line with what we should expect for early Spring. Let's hope we are not disappointed!
Later this month on the weekend of 23/24 March, the biggest Fishing Show of the year, The Big One at Farnborough takes place. As usual, the
Freshwater Informer will be attending and will be found on Stand 84C, which I believe is opposite the Browning stand. As said previously, I
thoroughly enjoy exhibiting at the shows as it is the ideal time to meet many of the magazine's readers and contributors 'face to face'. It will be
even more applicable this year, as it will be good to hear feedback on the last few months magazines since my ownership began last Autumn. The
last few months have been extremely hard work as I continue to fashion the magazine and it's content. I have been very encouraged by the
feedback to date, but, not being one to rest on my laurels, I will continually strive for further improvement. Please do come along and say hello!
Last year's 'The Big One', which was the first show in the new exhibition centre, suffered from a number of issues, one of them being visitors and
exhibitors parking. I have had a couple of lengthy conversations with the organisers who have assured me that every effort has been made to
ensure that last year's problems have been resolved, so please do attend and not be put off.
For those who follow the magazine's vibrant Facebook page, you would have read about my plans to take the magazine in to Essex. I have already
had a couple of days visiting fisheries and shops and the initial response has been encouraging and well received. I will continue to work with the
Essex stockists and build the relevant content in to the magazine .
March sees the Closed Season take effect on our region's rivers. I understand that the EA is conducting a survey among anglers to gauge opinion
on the closure of rivers to anglers for three (long!) months. There seems to be an awful lot of division between anglers regarding the Closed
Season. I can see both the pros and cons. However, we will have to wait and see how the EA reacts to the survey and makes it's conclusions.
Don't forget that the magazine's contact details have changed and I can be contacted on the details below.

Enjoy your fishing, Barry Reed

Letter to the editor

I have been very keen to take the Freshwater Informer in to the county of Essex for some
time. I recently had a day visiting a number of businesses who have kindly agreed to
stock the magazine. I will be having further trips in to the county to meet further potential
stockists very soon. If you are an Essex based company and would consider stocking the
magazine, please do get in touch. I would love to hear from you!
All the contact details for the magazine are inside the front cover.

Kent angler Robin Piper has been a regular
contributor to the magazine for many years
and he recently sent me a letter remembering
a great session he had in late summer at
Claygate Lakes near Marden:
+20)) 
/.202$)10.2"10(2/!2!+-,+*$2"/*12/!2(0.12"12./2.,+-2%/("
&10.,1)2 /2%0* .2%0.%,2'%,2&,1*2.,12(01-20)1
!)/1*2/1)22,012-1*.2 /202#,/./2/!202*+%12'+))/)
%0)#2%0$,.20.2(0 $0.1201-2/*2012022,012./
-0 2+.2&0-202-)#)+-12!/)2'120-2'/-.2/!2' 2%0.%,2.,0.
"0 2&1)12%/''/*-2-/2,0+*$2.,+-2!+-,20.2(-2/-2&0-202/*-2
,12-1--+/*2.//2#(0%12+*2(0.121#.1'1)20*"2.,1
%/''/*2&0-2.01*2/*2#/##1"2#2)10"2/*202-+1
2&+"12$0#120((0.)02)+#2,//2,12)+$2&0-20
)**+*$2(1$1)2-+*$202/2./*12&1+$,.2&+.,2(-2(+*1
.2&0-2/*12/!2.,/-12-#1%+0(2"0 -2&,1*211) .,+*$
&1*.2&1((20*"22&0-2%0.%,+*$20.2.,12)0.12/!20('/-.20
!+-,211) 2%0-.220'0--1"2' 2+$$1-.20$2/!2.,1
10)20.220*"202,0(!2#/*"-20*"2.,12'+))/)2&0-2.,1
(0)$1-.2!+-,2/!2.,12"0 2,12%/''/*2+*2.,12#,/./
&0-2.,12(0)$1-.2/!2.,12%/''/*-2.01*2-/22.,/$,.
+.2&0-2&/)., 2/!202#,/./
2&+((212%/*.0%.+*$20((0.)02-//*2./2/)"1)2-/'12'/)12-+122&+"12$0#12)+#2,//-20-220'2-)1
.,1 2$+1202'/)12#/-+.+12,/("21-#1%+0(( 20.2.,+-2.+'12/!2 10) 221-.2&+-,1-2 /+*

To date, the magazine is available at the following shops and fisheries:
Angling Direct 21 Angora Business Park, Stanway, Colchester CO3 0AB
Wass's Fishing Tackle 73A London Road, Copford, Colchester CO6 1LG
Colchester Bait & Tackle 243 Harwich Road, Colchester CO4 3DQ
Fennes Fishery Fennes Road, Bocking, Braintree CM7 5LB
Colemans Cottage Fishery Little Braxted Lane, Witham CM8 3EX
JP Tackle 159 High Street, Maldon CM9 5BS
Oak Lakes Fishery Smyatts Farm, Burnham Road, Southminster CM0 7BJ
Angling Direct 1A Claydons Lane, Rayleigh SS6 7UP
Angling Direct 4 Eleanor Estate, Trust Road, Waltham Cross EN8 7HF

The Freshwater Informer
6 Meadow Way | Wouldham | Rochester ME1 3GR
e: barnic@bnternet.com
COPY DEADLINE for APRIL 2019 - MONDAY
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T: 01634 869317 | 07722 025449

18th MARCH 2019

The Freshwater Informer cannot accept responsibility for the
quality of goods or services advertised in this publication.
All views expressed are those of the contributors concerned.
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Fishery Reports
Lakeside Fishery

Hailsham Country Park

December - January has been a great couple of months for a few of our local lads although the
weather has been a bit up and down the lads have managed some cracking fish and a couple
have beaten their lake PB’s and hit their targets for this season.
CARP CATCH REPORTS: I had a catch a report from Glen Jenkins saying he had caught 6
commons that day, 5 between the 8-9lb and had finally beaten his lake PB with a 16lb 2oz common
that also won him the carp competition last summer. The carp had put on 2lb since it last visited
Glen's net and although a recapture, he was very happy, well done mate! Another report came
from Mark Williams who fished the same day as Glen and caught 2 grassies at 11lb (lucky man)
and a small common at 8lb, well done mate. I also had a report from Freddie Bartley, Jacob
Hall and Vinnie Foord who all have put in plenty of time over the winter period and it finally paid
off for Freddie who caught himself a target fish of 20lb 4oz and a 19lb common. I spoke to Freddie
at the start of the season and he told me that he wanted a 20 out of the park lake this year and

he smashed it. Jacob Hall also got in on some action with a 10lb common in its winter colours,
well done. I had a day session at the lake with a mate,Toby Whiteman. We only had one fish out
between us but it was a stunning 23lb common which also had put on around 2lb since it's last
capture back in the summer by one off our younger anglers. I was blown away by the colour of
this common and it was in pristine common. I was delighted!
PIKE CATCH REPORTS: A few pike have come out over the winter period so far and the lads
that caught them were very happy. I had reports of a 10-12 lb pike from Mark Williams and another
10-12lb pike from Freddie Bartley and Jacob Hall and a 3-4lb pike from Luke Taylor, well done
lads. It’s a great feeling when you are out on the bank in the cold and it all comes together when
you put a fish on the bank. All catches are well deserved by all.Terry Slatter

3 WELL STOCKED
MIXED COARSE
FISHING LAKES
located in private
ancient woodland in
the heart of the Kent
countryside
We oﬀer day ckets, Summer evening ckets
& pre-booked night ﬁshing ckets

CLUB / MATCH BOOKINGS WELCOME
Our 2 main lakes are fully accessible to disabled anglers,
including the toilet & shower facilies
Tickets available on the bank from only £8 (Cash only)

07895 679569
Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH

www.coombewoodﬁshery.com
email: alex@coombewoodﬁshery.com
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Fishery Reports
Hawkhurst Fish Farm

Five Oak Green, Kent

Hawkhurst, Kent

At the time this report was due our lakes had not long reopened after a well-deserved winter rest
break! So, needless to say there is very little to report as far as captures are concerned. However
the angling will soon start taking pace and we hope to have many catch reports come flooding in
the fish farm office within the next few weeks.
Remember to keep an eye on our website, facebook page and Instagram for more updates, just
search ‘Hawkhurst Fish Farm’.

Iden Wood Fishery

Tricklebrook Fishery

Dan 31lbs

Anthony 36lbs

Iden, Rye, East Sussex

Fishing has been difficult during the past month with all the lakes being iced up for at least a week.
However, when they have been ice free, they have fished reasonably well.
SPRING LAKE Skimmers and roach dominating catches, maggot and corn on the pole or waggler
the best tactics. Perch to 2lb being taken on prawn and worm.
MATCH LAKE Carp feeding well considering the temperatures. Matches being won with mixed
bags of bream, skimmers and roach, plus the odd bonus carp. Prawn over a bed of maggots
catching perch to 3lb.
MIDDLE LAKE Not fished much through the month, which is a mistake, as this is probably the
most sheltered lake on the fishery. Waggler fished maggot producing mixed bags of carp,
skimmers, roach and perch.
SPECIMEN LAKE Best carp this month a 26lb mirror taken on a bunch of maggots over a bed of
dead maggot. Prawn taking some good perch to 2lb. Quality roach catches can be taken on float
fished caster.
ORCHARD LAKE Lake well coloured up due to the heavy rain, but still showing some carp to
mid double figures. Perch to 1.5lb have been caught on prawns and worms. Floatfished maggot
producing good catches of quality roach.

Ellis

Rob Skrine 36lbs

GREENACRES FARM FISHERY
Sissinghurst Road | Biddenden | Kent | TN27 8EH
For further information please call us on 07933 934942 or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk
Email : greenacresfarmfishery@gmail.com

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality
lakes for all. There is one specimen lake for carp, one specimen predator
lake for carp, catfish and pike, one match lake with twenty-two purpose
built swims, one coarse lake and finally a tench/family pond.
Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower,
wet room and kitchen facilities.
This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!

Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes,
£15 for the specimen lakes, rising to £25 for a 24 hour ticket
(£5 extra for a third rod).
SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND
BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £5 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY
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Eastbourne Road (A22),
Newchapel, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6HL
Tel: 01342 324006
Mobile: 07710 656041

www.beaverffarmfishery.cco.u
uk
beaverfarmfishery@live.co.uk
Facebook: beaverfishery
Instagram: @beaverfishery
We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds.
Open 7am - 7pm Summer time and 7am - 6pm Winter time. Day ticket, overnight and long stays welcome.
Facilitiiees include:
On Site T
Taackle Shop
Showerr//Wetroom
Disabled Friendly T
Tooilets
Disabled Friendly Parking
Seasonal Snack Bar with
Hot and Cold Food
2 Chalets available for hire
Automatic Security Gates
that close at 7pm (Summer)
6pm (Winter)
24 hour C.C.T.V

Monthly Open Matches
(All Welcome)
12 Car Parks including
Disabled Parking
Match, Corporate and
Memorial Bookings Welcome
No pre-bookings taken
ffoor swims
Concessionary Tickets for
Junior, Disabled and OAPs
Win a FREE SESSION with
our Fish of the Month
Competition
Freshwater Informer - March 2019
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lake on our complex
that you need to pre
book. The swims on
this lake have been re
arranged and we can
now accommodate up
to 6 anglers at one
time. To book a swim
please call 01424
893394. Old Speci
has done carp up to
22lb in February also
several tench and
bream are being

Fishery Reports
Wylands International AC

Battle, East Sussex

D Honeyset

New Speci 26lb
With the cold weather and snow throughout February, fishing became quite tricky. This did not
seem to deter a few keen anglers. Jed Kent landed a stunning little mirror in the snow from House
Lake. Darren Killick has been putting in many hours across the complex and has been rewarded
with several carp. Field Lake has been performing very well for the match and pleasure anglers
with several carp being caught by both.
Middle Lake is still currently closed and is in
the final stages of maintenance work. We
hope to have the lake reopened towards the
end of March.
A very lucky angler that was on a winter
fishing holiday in one of our chalets managed
to land 'Graham' from Kell Lake weighing in
at 35.12 oz. Most of the fish in Rosies Lake
are being caught in the shallow water.
Maisie's Lake (the cat fish lake) is the only

caught from this lake. New Speci
has had multiple 20lb + carp being
caught throughout the month with
most anglers who fished this being
rewarded. The fish on this lake
seem to be growing very well with
great weight gains.
We offer a variety of
accommodation packages from 2
berth chalets to 6 berth caravans.
All packages are inclusive of all
fishing. For more details call
01424 893394.
Philip - 27.02 - New Speci

Graham - 35.12lb

Jed Kent - winter carp

FREE CAR PARKING – Unit 2, Bellbrook Industrial Estate, Bell Lane, Uckfield TN22 1QL – 01825 760139
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CHARLIES LAKES
Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH
Only 15 minutes from junction 10 of M20!

Tel: 07857

539785

DAY TICKET WATER FOR
CARP AND CAT FISHING
Swim 2

Swim 21

Day Ticket: 7.30am - 7.30pm | £15 for 3 rods
24 hour Ticket: £30

Special 5 Day Price
Monday to Friday - only £110!
Bookings taken throughout the year
with a deposit for the swim that you require

Swim 3 - Double

Swim 14 - Double

Nets, slings and mats all supplied at no extra cost
Junior anglers may only fish the smaller specimen lake

Separate ladies and gents shower and toilet facilities

Swim 5

Swim 6 - Double

Swim 12

Swim 7

Swim 8

Swim 11

Google ‘Charlies Lakes’ for photos and fishery reviews
Please visit our Facebook page for rules and further information
Freshwater Informer - March 2019
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Fishery Reports
Elphicks Fisheries

Horsmonden, Kent

NORTH LAKE is still producing in these winter months. Chris Smith had 2 commons at 25lb,
26lb, and a 28lb, mirror, Lewis Dodge had 2 mirrors at 31lb, and 46lb, Dean Young had A 42lb,
mirror Richard Lane had 33lb, and 36lb, mirrors, Simon Long had 2 mirrors, 29lb, and 33lb.
PLANTATION LAKE has not seen much angling action since we opened. Paul Clark had 2
mirrors 19lb, and 33lb.
PRAIRIE LAKE has slowed a little this January. Greg Roberts had mirrors of 29lb and 27lb.
Darren Watts had a 19lb 4oz common and a 21lb mirror. Lee Adams had commons of 18lb and
26lb also a 30lb 5oz mirror.
SANDWICH LAKE is producing carp to PVA bags and a small method feeder. Silvers are coming
out on bread and maggots. Mr Excellent is still taking carp off the top.
KETTLES LAKE is fishing a little harder this month. Ricky Ben had a 15lb, common, Clinton
Cole had 2 mirrors 16lb, and 20lb. Kieran Smith had carp 12lb to 21lb. Robert Jones had 6 carp
to a PB 23lb 7oz.
Peter Napier-Clark - Pullens - 02.19

Ricky Ben - 15lb - Kettles Lake 01.19

Clinton Cole - Kettles Lake - 20lb - 01.19

Iden Wood
Fishery

5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of
woodland, containing
Carp to 30lbs, Tench to 5lbs,
Bream to 9lb plus Roach,
Rudd and Chub

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown

Vehicle access/night fishing
allowed / match bookings taken

01797 280180

PULLENS LAKE has still produced fish through the month. Alec Long had 2 mirrors at 29lb, 35lb,
Sid had a 42lb, mirror from under the ice. Darren Belton, landing carp of 35lb, 30lb and 32lb. Peter
Napier-Clark had mirrors of 33lb and 38lb.
WEST END LAKE
has fished slow these
past months. Karl
Lighting had a 33lb
mirror. David Grey
had a 36lb 4oz mirror.

Mobile:

07906 232225

Attention all
fishery owners

Spring Lodge | Iden Wood Fishery
| Coldharbour Lane | Iden | Rye |
East Sussex | TN31 7UT

BIGGIN HILL
ANGLING CENTRE

218 Main Road, Biggin Hill, Kent TN16 3BD

DO YOU HOLD
OPEN MATCHES?
If so, then let us list them
in Freshwater Informer.
Peter Napier-Clark
Pullens Lake / 02.19

FISHING TACKLE
& BAIT
UNIT 34, INTEGRA, BIRCHOLT ROAD
MAIDSTONE ME15 9GQ

Contact us to let us know
barnic@btinternet.com

Telephone: 01959 570265

NEW SHOP
07724 776031
FREE CAR PARKING

KETTLE ALWAYS ON

CAN’T PICK UP THE FRESHWATER INFORMER NEAR YOU? FOR JUST £15 A YEAR - WHY NOT
HAVE IT DELIVERED DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR - ALL YOU PAY FOR IS THE POSTAGE & PACKING.

 ! ! !!YOUR !! !  ! !! !!   ! !! !! 
  !! !! !Call 01634 869317 to arrange your subscription or complete the form below and
post it to:- FRESHWATER INFORMER c/o 6, Meadow Way, Wouldham, Rochester ME1 3GR

 !!!!!!!!! 
 !!!!! 
!! ! !!   
Please note that payments can only be accepted by cheque (made payable to The Freshwater Informer) or by bank transfer.
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Fishery Reports
Gabriels Fishery

Edenbridge, Kent

We have been very busy here at
Gabriels during the winter! We are
delighted that the extension work to
Admiral Lake has been completed
and fishermen can now experience
the new swims available! Don't
forget that we are open 7 days a
week so do come and have a look
at our beautiful fishery here at
Edenbridge. In Admiral Lake, the
Carp can weigh 40lbs plus, but, to
fish this water you will need to have
a minimum 42" landing net together
with either a carp cradle or weighing
tripod system. Please ensure that
your weighing equipment meets this
requirement otherwise you will be
asked to fish another lake on the
complex. The water depth varies
from the shallow area of about a
metre to the deep water of three metres. The bottom in the west is blue clay and changes to a
yellow shale in the
north east. Lucas
spent the night on
Oak Lake and
caught this carp
using a krill glug on
the boilies as he
feels it helps at this
time of the year
when the water is
clear. Please do
send us any of your
catch photos that
you’ve caught here
at Gabriel’s!
Lucas

Wyland Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU
01424 893394
www.wylands.co.uk www.facebook.com/wylands

9 Fantastic Lakes
Café
Toilets & shower
On-site Tackle Shop
Sunday Open Matches
Combined Fishing and Accommodation packages
at great prices!
Day Tickets 2 rods – (7am – 7pm)
Adult £15 Senior £11 Junior £11 Child £5

Call or see the website for full details

Sues Tackle Cabin
Your ONE STOP destination for all your coarse, carp, predator, beach and boat tackle and bait

12

Freshwater Informer - March 2019

fwi 268 - fisheries complete.qxp_Layout 1 20/02/2019 14:02 Page 13

PINIONS
BAITS AND ACCESSORIES
Open 7 days a week
Monday - Saturday 9.00am until 5.30pm
Sunday 10.00am until 4.30pm
Large range of groundbaits • pellets • pastes
• dips • particles • additives • hookbaits • boilies
We now stock quality fresh maggots!

431 London Road, Aylesford
near Maidstone, Kent ME20 6DB

Tanyard Fisheries
Tanyard Lane | Furner’s Green | Uckfield | East Sussex | TN22 3RL

www.tanyardfisheriesltd.co.uk
send your catches on WhatsApp via 07833 532842
Built in 1987 by owners Bernard and Sharon Brown

30 acres of mature aquatic landscape where specimen hunters
and novices alike can find a lake to suit their needs

Tanyard Fisheries is made up of 7 lakes and 3 general lakes,
1 carp free lake and 3 specimen lakes.

• Big fish water with specimen carp to 38lb
• Catfish to 70lb+ & Pike to 30lb • Well looked after Fishery

(only 5 minutes from M20 Junction 5 )
Ample FREE parking

01622 718580
DAY TICKET
7am - 7pm

1 Rod
£10
2 Rod
£15
3 Rod
£20
Day/ Night
Fishing – No
Booking Required

w w w. p i n i o n s p e t f o o d s . c o . u k

ING
FISH KLE
TAC LABLE
I
AVA

• Disabled parking
• Toilets
• Wash Up Room
“A
S FIS D BY”
HE
• Café
• Onsite Fishery Manager

Gates Open: Mon - Sun 7am
Gates Close: 7.15pm

Freshwater Informer - March 2019
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FRAMFIELD PARK
FISHERY

Club an
d
Match
Bookin
gs
Welcom
e

Brook House Lane, Framfield nr. Uckfield, East Sussex
3 well stocked lakes including carp to 30lb, perch to 4lb, catfish to 65lb,
roach, rudd, skimmers, tench, grass and ghost carp.

Elphicks has been designed and built with the modern angler in mind.
We have 7 lakes available for day ticket and session fishing. Each
lake has it’s own parking within easy reach of the swims and all
swims are ‘all weather’ - either built of Astroturf, stone or bark.
Please contact the fishery for further information on any of our lakes.
Elphicks Fisheries Spelmonden Road
Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8EL
Tel: 01580

212512

email: info@elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

Day Tickets £8, OAP/Juniors £5,
Evening Tickets from 2pm to 7pm - £6, OAP/Juniors £4.
Large car park, toilets, access for disabled anglers.

Telephone 01825 890948 / Mob 07798 751175

TRADE – IN – TACKLE
Carp, Coarse and Vintage Angling Specialist
Good quality, pre-loved tackle purchased and sold
Stockist of Korda, Nash, Gardner, Middy, Wychwood, Leeda
Mainline and many more quality manufacturers.
Fresh maggots and worms always in stock along with frozen
deadbaits and a massive range of boilies and groundbaits.
Come and visit us at:
Maidstone Road, Wateringbury ME18 5EH
(opposite the railway station on the B2015)

Tel: 01622 814296 or 07941 085011

www.elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

A warm welcome and a great deal awaits you!

IF SELLING, PLEASE PHONE BEFORE VISITING

WANTSUM ANGLING ASSOCIATION

www.marshsidefishery.co.uk
MarshsideFishery
We are not an old club or even a large one with a maximum membership of
120. However, it is a club full of characters with varying angling skills and it
warmly welcomes new members! We now have a number of membership
vacancies available.
We have four delightful waters to whet your appetite, each offering something
different. These include:
River Wantsum – the club stretch is accessed via a private
road NW of St Nicholas At Wade and runs South to North
up towards Reculver. It’s fairly shallow at 2-3ft and narrow
at 11-13m. The river holds an amazing amount of fish! There
are carp up to mid 20s, pike into double figures, bream up to 5lb along with a good
stock of silver fish. It fishes well throughout the year. Use postcode CT7 0QN
River Stour – Plucks Gutter – the club stretch is located downstream of the EA
pump house. The venue is accessed via a track on the left, 150m after the Dog &
Duck pub, which is on your right hand side having gone over
the Stour bridge.
This is a tidal part of the Great Stour and so the speed, depth
and direction is dependent on the state of the tides. A
fantastic natural venue with good sized chub, roach, silver
bream, bronze bream, carp, perch and pike. On some tides the depth can be up to
13ft! Use postcode CT3 1JB

14
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Marshside Fishery Use postcode CT3 4EB
Homersham – (20 pegs) a fairly uniform shaped lake.
However, although appearing fairly featureless, a good plumb
around will find holding areas of some quality fish. There
have been carp to over 30lb caught, good sized tench and
bream with some beautiful roach and rudd.
Scroggins – (40 pegs) this lake looks more like a natural
water with many features, including two islands. This lake also
has carp to over 30lb, with a selection of good sized silver
fish, which includes chub and some ‘monster’ perch! If you want variety, then
this is the one for you!
Day tickets are available on the bank at each venue:
Lakes - £10. Loyalty Scheme - £10 a year then day tickets are £7.
After 10 visits you get one day’s free fishing.
Rivers - £5
Match bookings are also available - Wantsum Angling Association has an active
match group that holds competitions throughout the year.
For further information on how to become a member of this friendly club or how
to get to the venues and what’s being caught, please contact the Secretary on
07484 144561or email: robtuckbrown@hotmail.com

SEE OUR ADVERT IN THE CLUB SECTION OF THIS MAGAZINE!
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Monday to Thursday on a £25/24hr ticket

C

H ill L a k
e
l
k
e
ac

s

Coarse Fishery
SPECIMEN LAKE 1

LE TACKLE
CACKCACKLE
Tackle & Bait Shop
0 292292
0158TACKLE

2 rods - £15 per Adult
£13 over 65’s & Juniors
Extra rod £3

SPECIMEN LAKE 2 3.5 acres
2 rods - £15 per Adult

£13 over 65’s & Juniors

MATCH / PLEASURE LAKE 1.5 acres
2 rods - £12 per Adult
£10 for over 65’s & Juniors
Extra rod £3

24 hour ticket: £25.00

Night ticket: £20.00

Species present in our lakes

TACKLE
& BAIT
SHOP

• Common Carp up to 45lb • Mirror Carp 43lb+ • Ghost Carp 36lb+
• Grass Carp 32lb+ • Catfish 80lb+ • Tench 8lb+ • Bream 8lb+

ALL YOU NEED FOR A GREAT DAY’S FISHING

• Perch 6lb+ also F1’s, Rudd, Roach and Chub

Stocking fantastic brands e.g. Mainline Shelf Life and frozen
boilies, pop ups and dips. Also a variety of quality groundbaits,
particles and pellets, maggots & worms. Korda, 30+, Middy,
headlamps, catapults, rigs, alarms and much more...

Match Bookings Welcome

CACKLE HILL HOLIDAY LODGES
... perfectly placed for both fishing and golf
with a Nick Faldo designed golf course just over
the road. Biddenden boasts a Michelin starred
restaurant as well as a traditional tea shop and
a popular pub, while nearby Headcorn has a
good selection of shops and a station with
trains to London, Canterbury and the coast.

2 BEDROOM - SLEEPS 5

3 BEDROOM - SLEEPS 6
This beautifully designed, prestige holiday lodge
is situated overlooking our Specimen Lake
with stunning views.
3 bedrooms, kitchen/living area and 2 bathrooms

A spacious 2 bedroom holiday fishing lodge, ideal for
fishing groups or families, set within the grounds of
Cackle Hill Lakes Fishery. Available all year round
1 twin, 1 double + sofabed

F
CALL FOR DETAILS O
S
OUR SPECIAL OFFER

CACKLE HILL CAFÉ
Serving hot,
HOT AND COLD
FO
OD AND DRINKS
freshly cooked
AVAIL ABLE
food. Fridges with
cold drinks and snacks.
Why not try a Cackle Hill
Takeaway - check out the
menu on our website.
RING
S FOR TOU
FACILITIE ND CAMPERS
SA
CARAVAN

Headcorn Road | Biddenden | Kent TN27 8JW

01580 292292 | 01580 291954 | 07885 284500

www.cackle-hill-lakes.com
Freshwater Informer - March 2019

15

fwi 268 - fisheries complete.qxp_Layout 1 20/02/2019 14:02 Page 16

Fishery Reports
Tanyard Fisheries

Uckfield, East Sussex

As the lakes have been frozen for most of the past month fishing has been slim, however they
are waking up now with some good natural baits.
COARSE LAKE 2 - Travis did an overnighter landing himself 4 common carp all under 10lb.
Jacob joined Travis and landed 2 common carp both also under 10lb.
COARSE LAKE 3 - Glynn landed a nice Perch of 2lb using worms. Robert came for a rainy day
and landed 2 mirror carp one of 10lb 2oz then moved to the carp free.
CARP FREE LAKE - Robert landed a roach, a bream of 5lb and a Tench of 4lb.
SPECIMEN LAKE 1 - Trevor came and made use of a gap in the ice and landed a 7lb Pike.
George came with his father and landed a nice pike of 9lb using a lure.
SPECIMEN LAKE 2 - Daniel Reed had a day trip using maggots and landed a 26lb common
carp followed by a 20lb mirror carp and then an 18lb linear carp. A week later Daniel came for an
overnighter and landed a 31lb common carp and a 26lb mirror carp.

Sharnfold Farm
FISHERY
www.sharnfoldfarm.co.uk

a wide range of coarse fish....

Only £7 per day!

Darryl Cook - 12-14 - Snipe

Darryl Cook - 17-12 - Snipe

Darryl Cook - 22-03 - Snipe '2 Scale'

Steve White - Snipe - 27-12

John Vincents first visit on Jeff’s Lake saw him bank 4 decent bream, 5 F1’s and 50-60 roach.
MOAT POND has fished well with anglers getting amongst the smaller carp including Clive
Whittington who bank 3 to 8-08, Nick Burley had a great day when he banked 5 carp up to and
including a massive crucian at 4-10 as well as 1 bream and some silvers, DAUGHTERS LAKE
woke up a bit once the ice thawed with Harvey landing a 12lb mirror, Eric banking a new one at
8lb. Myself and Ben had a quick night on there and Ben had a grassie of 15-10 while I managed
3 mirrors at 8-04, 9lb and 10-02. MAJORS LAKE has seen a few pike come out, Ken Humphries
having them to 7-04 and a 4lb
bream while his buddy Paul
Laws had one at 8lb and he also
banked a 14-10 common.
Ashley Dearlove had a result
when he banked a mirror of 19lb.
Hopefully Spring is just around
the corner so its onward and
upward. We look forward to
seeing you on the banks soon.
PLEASE NOTE :- To fish Snipe
Lake, Tuscany Lake or
Daughters Lake there are certain
tackle requirements in force.
Please call or look on our website
at beaverfarmfishery.co.uk

Have a carp-free day!

Daughters - 8-04

• Tench to 6lb • Perch • Roach • Barbel • Chub
Hailsham Road | Stone Cross | Eastbourne
01323 768490

Beaver Fishery

Lingfield, Surrey

Well, now it feels like winter as I write this report. Since the last report, we have had freezing
weather which in turn meant ‘lids’ on most of the lakes for a couple of weeks, apart from Snipe,
Tuscany and Jeff’s Lakes thanks to the aerators doing their jobs. Understandably, the freezing
weather meant that only a few die hard anglers braved the banks.
Then, when we thought we had seen the back of the wintry weather the rain came, and boy did
it come! Even with the weather conspiring against us we have seen a few fish banked so far this
month. Well done to the following anglers. On SNIPE LAKE there were a few banked including
Steve White having a 27-12 common, Darryl Cook had a 17-12 common and one of the new
stockies at 12-04 and a mirror of 22-03, Brian Doran had a lovely mirror, again a stockie at
13-12. Gareth Osmond did a bit on our EDEN BROOK stretch and had two pike at 7-03 and
8-12, JEFF’S LAKE has been producing
throughout the month with f1’s and some nice
bream as well as a couple of tench and

Ashley Dearlove - 19lb - Majors
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Brian Doran - 13-12 - Snipe Stockie

Daughters - 9lb

Daughters - 15-10

Daughters - 10-02
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01233 850644 / 07746 547077
Unit 4, Linden Service Station
Ashford Road, High Halden TN26 3LJ
Mon-Wed, Fri & Sat: 9.30-5.30pm
Late night Thurs: 9.30 - 6.30pm
AMPLE FREE PARKING - 15 MINS FROM M20 JUNCTION 9 BETWEEN ASHFORD AND TENTERDEN ON A28

PART EXCHANGE AND PURCHASERS OF GOOD QUALITY
PRE-LOVED FISHING TACKLE, SINGLE ITEMS AND JOB LOTS
STOCKIST OF THE FINEST TOP BRANDS
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Fishery Reports
Tonbridge & District Angling & FP Society

News
SEA TROUT CAUGHT FROM THE ROYAL MILITARY CANAL!
Pete Mulry sent me this amazing catch report:
"Hi Barry. Please find attached a photo of a Sea Trout of approximately 5/6 lb's caught whilst
piking on the Royal Military canal in West Hythe. I had this beautiful fish along with four 'jack' pike
which took a float fished deadbait fished paternoster style. I was fishing at about 15 yards range
to a dead reed bed. The trout was a welcome surprise and after a couple of photos was returned
to fight another day!”
As Pete told me, this catch is testament to the diverse and healthy waterway that is the
Royal Military Canal.

With the recent spells of rain and wind, fishing has been tough on most of our waters. The river
has been up and down with plenty of colour which has resulted in not many anglers braving it.
Carp fishing has slowed considerably since Christmas although a few better fish have showed
when its been milder. The Society matches have shown how tough it can be for some, even though
a reasonable weight has won each match. The
annual Pike Match was well attended
considering the conditions. Austin Battell
drew number one from the hat out of thirteen
and headed downwind to one of the bays. This
proved a good move as he caught four Pike by
eleven o'clock. These were the only fish caught
on Barden Lake and only one other fish was
weighed in, which was caught on the river by
Roger Trask. Austin took the honours with the
4 fish for 21lb 13oz and Roger Trask took
second spot with the biggest fish of the day at
8lb 4oz.

BIG RMC PIKE FOR SAM!
Sam Cox sent in this great report of a lovely pike from the Royal Military Canal:
“18lbs 14ozs caught on smelt at the Royal Military Canal. I’ve started using circle hooks with great
results, much better hook up rate and so easy to unhook a fish. All my trebles will probably be
binned now.”

MONK LAKES - MATCH RESULTS
Austin Battell - 6lb 2oz - Pike Match - Jan 2019
The penultimate leg of the Houghton Cup was fished at CEMEX on the Medway on the 3rd of
February. It was mainly Chub that made up the weights for a change, with the biggest being around
3lb. Lee Wakeman took first spot with 10lb exactly, 2nd spot went to Peter Hole with 3lb 2oz and
third went to Stuart Cottingham with 2lb 13oz.
The overall standings or the Houghton Cup are as follows: 1st Tony Crossley 48 points
2nd Colin Fowler 36 points 3rd Stuart Cottingham 29 points.
The Cheeseman Cup at Swanmead was surprisingly poorly attended, with only 4 anglers turning
out, this was due to very poor river conditions. Lee Wakeman again took top spot with 8lb 10oz,
2nd spot with 2lb exactly was Martyn Hill and third was Roger Trask with 14oz.
Neal Rodgers caught a nice 1lb 14oz Perch from the boat at Weirwood on a very tough day.
Match regular Tony Crossley had a tough pleasure session on the upper Cannon Bridge pen, catching
a small roach and a stunning chub of 5lb 2oz which will most likely win the annual Chub Cup.
NOTICE: The Society OPEN DAY this year
is on Saturday 17th August which starts at
10.00am - We will also be running some
Coaching sessions for anyone wanting to
start or improve on their fishing skills.
Please email via our website for more info.

Monk Lakes Silvers Open 31/1/2019 Bridges lake, Marden, 18 fished
1 George Newstead (Maidstone Victory)

25-14-0 bream peg 5 feeder and maggot

2 Terry Harrison (Daiwa Dorking)

22-11-0

3

Fred Brown (Browning SE)

18-11-0

4 John Robinson (Medway Tackle)

10-13-0

Monk Lakes Silvers Open 6/2/2019 Bridges lake Marden, Kent 19 fished
The milder weather got the bream feeding and Lenny Goodwin (Medway Tackle) found 36-10-0
of them at peg 22 on method feeder and pellet. He was pushed all the way by newly retired Jeff
Davies (Maidstone Victory) who had 35-2-0 from peg 19 on the same method.
1 Lenny Goodwin (Medway Tackle)

36-10-0

2 Jeff Davies (Maidstone Victory)

35-2-0

3 Fred Brown (Browning SE)

28-8-0

4 Brian Bathie (Medway Tackle)

25-2-0

5 Richard Harris (Monk Lakes)

24-8-0

6 Simon Dixon (Maidstone Victory)

21-4-0

Monk Lakes Silver Fish - Grand League - Round 2 10/2/2019 Puma Lake , Marden, Kent 17 fished
After a poor Round One, the warmer weather got the bream to feed. Charlie Lovell (Preston
Innovations Delcac) drew boss peg 31 and won the day easily with 36-0-0 of bream on method
feeder and pellet. Second on peg 32 was Ben Ramsden (Tenterden) with 22-12-0 of bream on
the same method.
1 Charlie Lovell (Preston Innovations Delcac) 36-0-0
2 Ben Ramsden (Tenterden)

22-12-0

3 Fred Brown (Browning SE)

19-13-0

4 Jay Lay (Maver SE)

19-7-0

5 Jamie Grainger (Preston Innovations Delcac) 18-0-0
Neal Rogers - 1lb 14oz - Perch

18

Freshwater Informer - March 2019

Tony Crossley - 5lb 2oz - Chub - Jan 2019

6 Geoff Vallance (Sensas)

14-10-0
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Angling Societies

WANTSUM ANGLING ASSOCIATION

14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing:
Carp to 48lb 10oz, Tench to 12lb 8oz, Bream to 16lb+, Barbel to 15lb 2oz,
Chub to 5lb+, Perch to 3lb 6oz, Pike to 31lb 6oz, Crucians to 4lb 6oz and
Grass Carp to 29lb 6oz. Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.
MEMBERSHIP FEE 2017/18 SEASON
Senior Membership – £60 + £10 Joining fee
Ladies Membership – £20 + £10 Joining fee
OAP 65 years + £30 + £10 Joining fee
Junior Members £10 + NO JOINING FEE
FAMILY TICKETS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE

View the waters on the web www.tonbridge-angling.co.uk
PO Box 131, Tonbridge TN11 8WB Contact Donna on 07947 557140

The Linton Angling Society - Membership Vacancies
We are a small but friendly club with beautiful lake, 2 ponds, 5 reservoirs and over 8 miles of fishing on the River
Medway, Beult and Tiese. Our waters contain Carp to 32lb, Pike 30lb+, Tench 8lb+, Chub 7lb, Perch 4lb and Roach
to 3lb, including some good Bream and Eels. All year fishing, member’s guest permits, night fishing allowed. We run
over 30 matches a year and have a large junior section. Concessionary rates available for OAPs, Disabled and Juniors.
For further details contact: Hon. Secretary:

Chris Knowler on 07712 622858

e-mail: chris@lintonangling.co.uk

www.lintonangling.co.uk

Our folio of delightful waters include:
River Wantsum CT7 0QN / a section of the River Stour CT3 1JB
Marshside Fishery: Homersham Lake & Scroggins Lake CT3 4EB
MEMBERSHIP FEES 2019/20 (NO JOINING FEE)
Adult (Full) - £70 / Adult (River only) - £40
Registered Disabled - £40
Junior (aged 14-16 years inc.) - £40
Junior (aged 13 and under) No fee
Day Tickets available at all venues:
Rivers: £5 / Lakes: £10
Night fishing allowed only by prior booking.
Please call 07766 623673 to book

GREAT FISHING IN GREAT SURROUNDINGS!
Look for us on Facebook – Marshside Fishery

visit us at www.marshsidefishery.co.uk
For further details contact the Secretary:

Rob Tuck-Brown on
07484 144561
or email: robtuckbrown@hotmail.com
FISHERIES ENFORCEMENT IN THE SOUTH EAST

March update from Dave Wilkins

Kent Police join Operation Traverse
– targeting illegal fishing and fish theft

Hastings Bexhill & District Freshwater Angling Association
Season runs from 1st April to 31st March.

Established in 1895 the association provides its
members and day ticket anglers with various
lakes and rivers to fish throughout Hastings,
Bexhill and the surrounding area.
We currently have seven waters that provide
a mixture of species at specimen weights to
suit all anglers' preferences. As well as the
lakes run by the association we also offer
members the ability to fish various
stretches of river in the surrounding area.

Normanhurst Lake

Wishing Tree Reservoir

The association provides waters to suit all
ages, abilities and interests so there’s
something for everyone.
To apply to become a member please download and
print the application form from our website.
Complete and return to the Membership officer on the
application, alternatively it is possible to purchase
your membership from any of the tackle shops listed
on our website.

River Rother

For further information please contact:

Chris Pagan 07429 655237

Steve Potter 07935 268174

Postal enquiries: S Corke, 153 Athelstan Road, Hastings TN35 5JF

hastingsandbexhillangling.co.uk

Kent Police has become the latest force to sign up to Operation Traverse - the multi-agency
initiative launched five years ago to tackle fish theft and illegal fishing.
At the official launch on Thursday, 7 February, the force pledged to continue to work closely
with key partners, such as the Angling Trust and Environment Agency, to effectively tackle
fisheries crime.
Inspector Dave Smith of Kent’s Rural Task Force said:“Poaching freshwater fish is a worrying
crime for rural communities. Businesses can be devastated by the effects within a relatively
short space of time; for example, a 40lb carp could be worth £10,000 and it would have a
massive impact on a fishery if stolen.
“Poaching on a large scale is often associated with organised crime, this isn’t about taking a
few fish, it’s about potentially devastating businesses and damaging rural communities. Often
when challenged offenders are aggressive and intimidating and it is not acceptable that
people feel fearful of those committing crime on their property.
“The Rural Task Force has been working to tackle the issue for some time and this campaign
presents the opportunity to work closely with a number of partner agencies as well as other
forces.” Dave Wilkins, the Angling Trust's Regional Enforcement Manager in the South East,
said: "Tackling fish theft and illegal fishing is vital if we are to protect fisheries. The Angling
Trust has trained nearly 100 volunteer bailiffs in the South East in partnership with the
Environment Agency and funded by fishing licence income. They act as ‘eyes and ears’ on
riverbanks and lakesides to report incidents and suspicious activity to a high evidential
standard. Additionally the induction course for the SE of England for the Volunteer Bailiff
Service will be held on
the 13th April. Please
consider supporting us
by
becoming
a
Volunteer Bailiff and
contribute to the larger
picture of fisheries
crime in the country by
working in partnership
with the EA and the
Police by being the
‘eyes and ears’ and
reporting issues. Please check the Angling Trust enforcement section for further details
or contact Dave Wilkins by email at david.wilkins@anglingtrust.net
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THE BAIT SHED

By Roy Lawler

THE BAIT SHED IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
THE TACKLE SHOP SEVENOAKS
Last month, Roy was preparing a different range of baits by way of round hook baits from
tinned meat and potatoes and a ‘Carpy’ cake! This month Roy looks at Ready Made base mixes and takes you through
the process of turning them in to a personalised bait.
For those of us that either lack the space or the knowledge to put base
mixes together all is not lost! There are many many ready made base mixes
available, with most only needing you to add eggs and whatever stamp
“flavour” that you fancy. The hardest decision will be choosing which one
you fancy, from a Mainline Cell mix to Dynamite Baits Complex T, most are
readily available, however, personally I think if you are just going to roll a
well-known line then you may as well use the brands' own rolled boilie.
Where I think the ready made base mix really comes into play for me is in
a basic mix that you can flavour to your own preference and for this month’s
Bait Shed article I decided on a Pallatrax base mix. They have four base
mixes in their line up: Fishmeal, Multiworm, Red Seed Mix and Yellow Seed
mix. I was torn between the Multiworm and Red Seed, but, eventually
decided on the seed. With my base mix to hand a box of eggs and just a
basic boilie tool set up, I was ready to go.
As with our other mixes, I first mixed
the eggs and it is at this stage
where you will add your own
'stamp' to the mix. However, for our
test roll I am leaving them natural.
Once mixed slowly, the eggs and
any flavour, add the mix from the
bag. I found this formula very easy
to mix with a fork until it was of the
consistency that I required.
I then wrapped the dough in cling
film and allowed it to rest for 15
minutes. Then using a small gun
and rolling table, I gunned out the
dough into sausages before rolling
on a small Gardner rollerball table.

you would any other base mix, egg
first, slowly adding powder and
once that is done, again wrap in
cling film and allow to rest for 15 –
30 minutes.
Then with the cork ball maker in
front of you, place a small amount
of hard hook bait onto one side and
and if like me rolling a 50/ 50, then a small amount of your other chosen
bait on the other. Then slide them both into either side of the 3rd section
of the maker pushing them tightly together and twisting. This creates a
perfectly formed bait having automatically used the exact amount of mix
and removing the rest.

The cork ball roller, as the name suggests, is primarily designed to make
cork ball pop ups. This is just as easy to do with a small amount of mix in
each side, pop a cork ball into one, and as above press and twist. This
again results in a perfectly formed hook bait.
This session in the shed has given
me approx 1.3kg of boilies along
with a pot of matching 50/50 hook
baits all with minimum mess, outlay
and a very basic knowledge giving
all of us the opportunity to fish with
our own baits!

INGREDIENT OF THE MONTH...
Pallatrax Red Seed Base Mix
Once all rolled with and with my
pan of boiling water ready, I boiled
them for approx one minute thirty
seconds, before allowing them to cool on some kitchen roll. Overall, I was
pleased with the result, which with a relatively small budget allows you to
roll your own boilies for minimum outlay and hassle.
Once these were made, I moved
onto another hook bait. Using the
same base mix and this time adding
a CC Moore hard hook bait mix
along side a cork ball pop up make,
I was able to produce a rather
pleasing 50/50 hook bait.

This was my first time using this and
I found it easy to use where as it is
made for cork ball pop ups, for my
first attempt, I just went for a
straight bottom bait hook bait.
Firstly, mix up the hook bait mix as
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This unique Red Seed Mix
is packed full of nutrients,
milk proteins, seeds,
Haith’s Robin Red and
enhancers, all of which are
readily recognised by fish
as genuine food sources.
As mentioned above you
can then add your own
flavours and colours, if
desired, and add to the
fresh liquid egg. Mix to
your desired consistency
to produce your own tailor
made individual baits!
See you next month in The Bait Shed, where the kettle is always on!
Many of the ingredients and equipment that you need to join Roy in the Bait Shed can be
found at The Tackle Shop, 44, Seal Road, Sevenoaks, Kent. TN14 5AR. Tel: 01732 454952.
The Tackle Shop Sevenoaks is a small independent shop with easy access from the M25 and M26 in the
heart of some of the best fishing in the county. We sell tackle that covers all fishing techniques, so whether
you are into carp, match, coarse, sea, predator or fly fishing, we cover it all. We stock all major brands!
Give us a call today!
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PREPARE YOUR OWN HEMPSEED AT HOME!
At this time of year, or indeed anytime of year, hempseed makes a fantastic fish attractor. From roach to carp,
there is probably no fish that will turn it's nose up at hempseed. It can be fed with a pole pot, feeder,
catapult or added to a groundbait or particle mix. In rivers or stillwater, hemp is brilliant and the roach love it.
It is believed fish are attracted to the hemp by it's scent and it's resemblance to small water snails.
If you are not currently preparing your own seeds, why not give it a go?
Uncooked hempseed can be purchased from
your local tackle shop or pet food supplier.
Using a large saucepan, add one measure of
hempseed to four measures of water.
Take care not to overfill the saucepan. Hempseed
will float in it’s natural uncooked state.
Add a small teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda to the pan.
This will turn the hempseed a dark black colour,
making it easier to see when the seeds are cooked correctly.
Bring the pan to the boil.
Turn down the heat and allow to simmer for 30-40 minutes.
Make sure the pan does not boil dry!
When cooked correctly the seeds will split open,
exposing a small white shoot.
Remove from the heat and pour in to a strainer/colander. Save the
cooking water as it is perfect for mixing up your groundbait!
Rinse the cooked hempseed with cold water for a couple
of minutes to stop the seeds from cooking any further.
Bag up sufficient cooked hempseed for a fishing
session and place in freezer.
It is advisable to cook your hempseed outside as it will stink the
house out and make you VERY unpopular with the other half!
Some people add chilli powder, garlic powder and
salt to their seeds when cooking for an extra bite!
Tip for easy cook hemp
Add a cupful of uncooked hempseed to a large flask and fill with
boiling water. Seal with stopper. Leave overnight. Next morning,
perfectly cooked hemp! You can take the flask with your hemp
straight to the bank, but, be careful as the water may still be hot!
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YOUR CATCH REPORTS
is proudly
sponsored
by

I am absolutely delighted to welcome Pallatrax as the new sponsors of our Catch
Reports Section. This section is where you display your catch to other Freshwater
Informer readers.
Each month, Pallatrax will choose from the published photos and pick their winner.
The winner will receive EIGHT packs from the innovative new GRIPZ hook range.
The lucky angler will have a packet of sizes 2,4,6,8,10, 12,14 and 16, so will be
equipped for all eventualities. This fantastic prize is worth over £40 RRP!

To be in with a chance to win this fantastic set of GRIPZ hooks, all you have to do is send us your catch photo via our
Facebook message page or email barnic@btinternet.com Entry is FREE and all coarse fish photos are welcome! From
a carp to a roach, send us your pictures! Please make sure you tell us where it was caught and it's weight.

Gripz Fishing Hooks
After extensive research, where the limitations of both barbed and barbless were scrutinised, there has been an obvious need for improvement
thus resulting in this radical design that crosses the boundaries between what we have had and what we now have.
Made from high grade Japanese wire, the key improvement has been the introduction of a series of minute horizontal grooves on the inside of
the specially designed arrow shaped hook point, where historically the barb would have been. These grooves allow the hook to hold securely in
the fish’s mouth when pressure is applied, as the flesh presses into the grooves resulting in a firm hook hold with no slippage.
What are you waing for? Grab your rods and head down to your favourite water and remember to take your phone or camera!

WINNER

The winner
of the
PALLATRAX
GRIPZ
Hooks Set for
FEBRUARY is...

well done!

Chris Wiles
Mid Kent Water

MARC MARTIN 19LBS ELPHICKS

PAUL MCCOURT 14LBS SOUTHERN DRAIN

ANDY COLLINS 32 LBS CANTERBURY & DISTRICT WATER

COLIN TINDAL 25 LBS BUCKSHOLE RESERVOIR

DAVID KINGSMAN 2LBS 12OZS AT TRICKLEBROOK

DEAN EATON 19 LBS WYLANDS

LEWIS DODGE 46LBS ELPHICKS

LYALL ELLISON 33LBS LAKE ALDER COTTINGTON

You can find PALLATRAX at www.pallatrax.co.uk or call 01409 240042 | 01409 241135
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YOUR CATCH REPORTS

MICHAEL CARRICK KENT PIT

PHIL COWLEY - JONES MONK LAKES

SAM COX 19LBS ROYAL MILITARY CANAL

NEAL RODGERS 3LBS AT TRICKLEBROOK

PETER HULLEY 11LBS KENT STOUR

RICKY DEERANS SUSSEX RIVER

SAM HERRIDGE 29 LBS RIVER MEDWAY

TOBY SMITH 21LBS PRAIRIE LAKE AT ELPHICKS

You can find PALLARAX at www.pallatrax.co.uk or call 01409 240042 | 01409 241135

Day session on Elphicks North Lake
“Got to the lake and there were four anglers on there. I walked round and had a chat
only to find that no one had anything and they had been there 24hrs. Had a strong
NW wind which was blowing hard in to the bottom of the lake and that would of been
my first choice! As there were a lot of lines, I thought to start at the other end of the
lake. Come 12pm nothing had happened and I noticed that two of the other guys
had gone and one was packing up. I just had to get on the end of that wind! So I
moved down and got the rods out by 12:40 and by 1pm one of my rods was ripping
off, 31.8oz
mirror!
I was over
the moon
and put
that rod
back on the same spot. My other rod was out in open water! At 2:50pm
I got a big drop back! Thinking it could be a liner I paused for a while, then
the spool started to turn, tick, tick. I picked up the rod which felt like I was
snagged at first, but, then I could feel movement and after a long hard
battle it was in the net! 46lb 10oz mirror!”
Not a bad days work! Lewis Dodge

Freshwater Informer - March 2019

23

fwi 268 - River Informer-Bob Morris.qxp_Layout 1 20/02/2019 14:11 Page 24

River Informer
Welcome to the River Informer!
I have been amazed by the amount of people that have been in touch by email, Facebook message and by handwritten letter to say how much they have enjoyed this
new section of the Freshwater Informer! It would appear that Jim Smith's combination of the love of nature and the fish in the rivers has really struck a chord with many of
the readers.
The month of March, although most welcome as it signifies the start of Spring, sees the commencement of the Closed Season on our river systems. I know there is much
debate every year about the pros and cons of this event and I can see both sides of the argument. What are your feelings? You are most welcome to get in touch and let
the Informer know your views and why you believe the Closed Season should remain in place or be scrapped. Depending on the response, I may publish some of your
comments in the next edition of the magazine.
Don't forget to take your camera or phone down to the river and send me your catch reports or simply a view of where you have fished. All the contact details are on the
inside front cover of this magazine.

A DOUBLE FIGURE STOUR BARBEL IN THE COLD
I ventured out on a cold, still
evening on the Great Stour in
search of barbel, armed with a
large pellet hook bait as well as a
small handful of free offerings. I
had been previously, lightly pre
baiting my chosen area of river
for a few days prior to my
attempt at a capture. I have only
caught a few Barbel from the
Stour and none too noteworthy. That was until that cold, fateful session.

HUGE MEDWAY PIKE FOR SAM!
I was delighted to receive this great report from Sam Herridge on the Facebook page.
Unfortunately, the report just missed the deadline for the February issue
“Hi Barry. Could you feature this in the next issue?? A 29 lbs pike caught from
the River Medway on the 17/1/19 on sardine deadbait.”

I sat behind my rod with the expectation
that I would be savaged by debris falling
downstream yet, somehow, my line
threaded the needle and wasn’t bothered
for two hours. That was until, the rod tip
gave a few telltale twitches that my bait
may have caught someone’s attention. After
a long, cold period of comatose, I sprung to
life and lifted the rod sharply, setting the
hook without two thoughts of a doubt. The
fish, felt slight as it rose in the water,
unaware of its current situation, it, like I,
suddenly revived and made a run for the darkness. Starting off leisurely, before
exploding into the night, peeling 20 yards of line in a single run! My heart was in
my throat as I coaxed the worthy adversary towards me, inch by hardfought inch.
After five minutes she surfaced, and let off a hearty thrash, catching the attention
of some passersby. Now the pressure hit me, I knew this was a fish worthy of
my hard work and while it was so close, I knew an upset could happen at any
moment. After two attempts of guiding her upstream from my net, she slipped
back head first and humped over, sitting comfortably. She was mine.
A quick trip up the steep bank and onto the mat, from there into the sling for
weighing and a new PB of 11lbs exactly was made. A few pictures with my selfie
tripod and I slipped her back into a slack piece of water. We sat together, I on the
bank, her in the net as we shared a moment of comfort. Slowly she regained her
strength, thrashing at the net after ten minutes and I knew she was ready to go.
She slipped herself back strongly, and I was ready to pack in the session, happy
in the knowledge that a new personal best had been made. Moments like these
are why I live for angling and seeking out fish reflecting my ability. This barbel
was caught in a river not much wider than the length of my carp rods, proving
you don’t need to fish big, expensive venues to find specimen fish. Explore your
local waterways, do some research and you may find some uniquely rewarding
fishing right on your doorstep.

Top angling Sam!
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A Countryman’s
View
Jim is the Head Bailiff for
the Sussex Ouse Angling
Society and Field Officer
for the Ouse and Adur
River Trust.

Welcome to the March offering of The Countryman's View. I have been delighted
with the response to Jim's articles and so pleased that you are enjoying them!
Here is Jim's piece for the first official month of Spring:
“On a bright, but, sunny morning, after a very cold night that left some ice, the
wind was coming from the North East. The river was still coloured after the recent
rain and snow melt. However, it was a good day for a walk to observe and look at
the river and wildlife. The birds had stripped the berries from the riverside and field
trees, namely the may tree, holly and yew. With the berries long gone, the main
'culprits' that make a beeline for those species seem to know when a cold winter
spell is imminent. Under some beech trees a small group of bramling are feeding on
any beech nuts that they can find and I also noticed some waxwings and a pigeon
feeding on some ivy berries.
Bramling

swims clean and tidy, as they found them, and take their rubbish home! This type
of behaviour does not do the reputation of angling any good at all!
As I continue, I watch as a fox works it's way along a distant hedgerow, no doubt
looking for lunch in the form of a rabbit. However, I have noticed that the numbers
of rabbits seems to have dropped considerably.
My bird feeder has been working overtime
of late. The mix of seeds, especially
sunflower seeds has been popular! Just
below Barcombe Mills and something we
don't see very often in the Ouse and Uck
vallies, is a gooseand which is one of the
saw bill ducks like a cormorant that likes
to feed on fish. Further back on the grass
a group of Canada geese are feeding.
A consultation on fishing all year round
has been launched. It is looking at the
Closed Season on rivers in England. In my
opinion, it should stay in place and I do not agree with the proposed move to allow
fishing all through the year. Rivers and the life that they support need a break. The
Closed Season on stillwaters was removed in 1995 and on most canals in 2000.
Shooting has a season and I believe that fishing should also maintain this period
of rest. I remember back to my boyhood days the wait and anticipation for the new
start in June. The excitement was like awaiting Christmas and the hope of catching
a bigger fish. In those days the cost of a licence was 1 shilling (5p), which might
not seem like a lot of money now, but, was still needed to legally fish. I would like
to see the Closed Season maintained as it has been over the years.
Japanese Knotweed

Waxwing

Floating
Pennywort

The Downs stand out beautifully in these conditions and as usual a robin turns up
to see what is happening, probably hoping for a feed of the odd maggot! In a slack
part of the river, I noticed three sea trout kelts making their way back to the sea
ready to mend up and return again to the Ouse to spawn. Let's hope that they get
past the seal that is further down the Ouse! On a side ditch a pair of egrets are
fishing, no doubt after some small fry where the ditch runs in to the main river. I
stopped to speak to a lone chub angler who was fishing with worm He had already
had a couple of fish around 2lbs. He told me he fishes the river regularly
throughout the winter period, a true fisherman! While we were chatting, a pair of
buzzards were circling overhead were making their distinctive cry!
I continued along the bank and found a couple of anglers dead bait fishing for
pike. They told me that they were down on the river very early that morning and
the rod rings had frozen up! Despite this minor winter predicament, they had
managed to catch a couple of pike and were soon going to make tracks home to
thaw out and enjoy their Sunday lunch!

I would like to see much tighter control over the sale of plants that are deemed to
be invasive species like floating pennywort, giant hogweed, himalayan balsam,
Japanese knotweed, New Zealand pygmyweed and parrot's feather. All are available
from various garden and aquatic centres and I would like to see them banned due
to the risk that they pose to our rivers and lakes. Already large sums of money have
been spent on controlling pennywort on the Pevensey Levels. River systems are part
of our heritage so we must look after them and the fish and other wildlife that they
support. Abstraction and pollution are also other areas that affect our rivers and
the continued housing growth here in the South East, which is a 'water starved
area', heaps further pressure on our water systems. In addition to the pressure of
supplying water to all these new homes, there is the added problem of sewage
disposal.
Pevensey Levels

Widgeon

The river flow is holding up and I hear the sound of a widgeon with it's familiar
whistle and as I look up, a small number fly past. It is such a pleasure, not only to
be out fishing at this time of year, but, to see the variety of wildlife all around.
However, despite these idyllic surroundings, I find something that angers me! A
number of tins and groundbait bags have been left in a bush by a so called 'angler'.
This rubbish has been there for sometime and was probably dumped during the
summer months. I was always brought up to leave nothing but footprints and
thanks when I fish. I cannot understand why these 'anglers' do not leave their

Global warming and it's effect on our weather systems, means we see extremes of
weather more regularly, which greatly influences our rivers and the life that they
support, not just in the water, but, alongside it as well. As anglers and responsible
people, we must keep an eye out and report anything unusual or of concern,
whether this is about the water or the wildlife. Any issues can be reported on 0800
807060. This is a Freecall number and is printed on your rod licence. I know that
99% of anglers remove their rubbish when they have finished fishing, but, to the
minority who don't, please keep the banks clean and this especially applies to old
fishing line! Please see last month's Freshwater Informer for details of the Anglers
National Recycling Scheme.
Tight lines and many happy hours fishing, Cheerio for now, Jim
Freshwater Informer - March 2019
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Medway Man
Bob Morris
Spring is now approaching and I will soon be dusting
down my old feeder and float rods for a crack at the
bream, tench and carp again, but for the moment, I am
still in piking mode and very much enjoying it - even
though I have somehow managed to clock up a fair few
blank sessions of late. There is always something to learn
however, even when things are not really going your way!
It is often the case that an otherwise uneventful session can be
salvaged by changing tactics, swims or even in extreme cases, moving
to another venue altogether! I have frequently hedged my bets when
on the river and sometimes a switch from piking to a spot of feeder
fishing or float fishing a lob-worm for instance can provide a bit of a
bonus - in the form of a few decent catches. Sometimes the sight of
fish movement nearby can indicate that another species might be more
likely to oblige.
A couple of recent 'blank' days on the piking front demonstrated this
quite well. Just last week, I made a last minute decision to pack away
my piking attempts and move to the river for a couple of hours after
dark. The previous week had been relatively mild with wet and windy
weather from the South-West, although a visit then, had proved
frustrating with the river running high and pushing through hard. This
would not normally have been too much of a setback, even with the
heavy leads that I had been forced to use. The problem had really been
the amount of dead leaves and
floating debris that had made it
difficult to avoid having to reel-in
every couple of minutes or so. No
such trouble here, this time,
however; and I judged the
conditions to be pretty well
perfect, not only that but I
seemed to have the whole stretch
to myself on this particular
evening!
I chose a likely spot, that had
been kind to me in the past, and
settled in for the early evening
spell. It was just getting dark,
and felt comfortably mild with a
light South-Westerly breeze
blowing into my face. A break in
Perfect conditions
the cloud revealed a quarter
moon and a pair of tawny owls struck up a conversation in a nearby
copse. Ideal I thought, as I scattered a few freebies around my hook
bait, which was anchored down, just a rod length out, to my right, in
about 4 feet of steadily moving stream. The kettle went on as usual
and after about twenty minutes a couple of slow pulls on the tip,
indicated the presence of fish. Ten more passed before the take
occurred. A small tap was followed by the rod tip, violently hooping
over as the fish made off, downstream. The classic barbel bite and sure
enough, after a strong contest, the fish was netted - weighing in at 8lb
5oz. Not a monster, but total vindication of my decision to go and
have a try. I released the fish after resting in the net for a while to
recover and it swam off strongly. It was not yet 7pm and I felt
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Hedge your bets

extremely confident that more would follow - in fact, I would have laid
bets on it. As you know however, you should never do that! Nothing
happened for the next two hours but I still packed up happy.
Hedging your bets is another thing altogether, like during a session a
few weeks back when I persuaded my brother in law, Martin, to fish
one rod with a dead-bait on, as opposed to both with feeders. Martin
had never caught a pike before, but, this was because he had never
been piking! A short afternoon trip, with the temperature dropping
rapidly towards freezing, was developing into another 'blank', until a
few bleeps on his Delkim indicated a take, as did the movement from
left to right of his float. After bending into the fish, a short but
spirited scrap ensued. This culminated in Martin's first ever pike and at
16lb 2oz a really good way to start. As you can imagine, it was also
hooked, just in the corner of the mouth, on one of my hair rig and
single hook presentations. Martin was absolutely delighted, as was I,
and we packed our frozen gear away as darkness fell, whilst planning
his next visit.

Martin’s first pike

Martin has also never caught a barbel. Hmm, I wonder what we can do
about that? Mind you, we will have to get our fingers out, it is almost
the end of the river season. Mind you, talking of...

Best Fishes & Annual Breaks
Bob Morris
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Piscatorial Politics
The coarse fishing closed season is currently being debated again, and in particular, on the rivers and flowing waters. Various
proposals are up for discussion  including the scrapping of the 14th March  15th June break altogether. In my view, this
would be a big mistake as this period not only allows some fish to spawn in peace, but also gives the bankside environment a
chance to recover from nine months of, often constant disturbance. Plant life, birds, mammals and other waterside life all
benefit from this break  as do the banks themselves, especially on the more intensely fished stretches. It has been suggested
that the closed period, should be moved forward to cover the fish species that are frequently still spawning in midsummer;
although, whether this would ever be acceptable to the majority of anglers, I'm not sure. If you want to protect the breeding
process of all coarse species, you would need to close from February to August.
#insert image Should there be a Closed Season?
When it comes to still waters, many no longer have a closed
season and this is (rightly) left to clubs and other owners to decide
for themselves. Many of these waters desperately need a break for the same reasons and I totally
support a closure of some kind, on an annual basis. Reintroduction of a break however, may not be
popular with the membership of some clubs and it is probably wise to check this out before
imposing a new closed spell. There are complexities in deciding when a water should have their
break and which species would/should be protected.
Some clubs/syndicates etc , stay open but then close when the fish are sighted actually spawning.
This means that anglers are actually asked to leave, which can cause problems  especially if people
have travelled a long way or booked time off to fish there.
My overall feeling though is that most well fished waters 'badly' need a rest.

NICKS FISHING TACKLE
10 KNIGHTRIDER STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6LP

Tel: 01622 673899

www.nicksfishingtackle.co.uk
Freshwater Informer - March 2019
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Junior Informer

Thank you
to our
Junior
Informer
Sponsors

020 7840 9212

www.countryside-alliance.org/the-foundation/fishingforschools/

Warren White

07837 758923
www.coachingcoarsefishing.co.uk

valleysidetreecareltd
@gmail.com

07731 722690

Godalming
Angling Society

Henfold
Bait & Tackle

www.godalminganglingsociety.co.uk

07956 043922

Welcome to the Junior Informer pages!

M

arch is officially the start of the Spring season. The winter was fairly kind to us, although the snow and ice during February did stop many anglers getting out as
many of our favourite lakes had a covering of ice across them. If you haven't been fishing for a while, why not get your fishing tackle box out and have a good
sort out and tidy up? Do your reels need a clean and fresh oil? When did you last replace your line? Have a look at your rods as the eyes can get damaged very
easily. If you have a damaged one, perhaps your mum or dad can sort it out, if not, then your local tackle shop will be able to help you out. While you are having a
rummage in your tackle box, have a good look at all your end tackle. Are your floats all in good condition, do you need to stock up on your favourite hook sizes, are there
bits of bait left in the bottom of the tackle box? Don't forget to give all your bait tubs a good clean out and check any boilies or pellets you had left over from last season.
If they show any signs of being mouldy throw them away and get some fresh ones. Do all your preparation now so at the 'drop of a hat' you can grab your gear and go
fishing confidently knowing that everything is clean and ready to go! Towards the end of the month the clocks go forward by an hour so this will give us all some extra
fishing time in to the evening. The Easter period and school holidays normally fall in March, but, this year sees Easter not happening until well in to April. I suppose, as
it is later this year, the weather will be better to get out fishing!
Don't forget to send me your catch photos so I can feature them in the magazine. We are now giving away two fantastic prizes every month to the catch photos chosen
by Pallatrax!



    
from instructor Rob Goble

March is ﬁnally here, heralding the start of Spring. It is comforng to watch the
countryside start to awaken - the trees budding and greening up, the grass under
your feet starng to feel alive, the reeded margins around lakes, rivers and ponds
looking resplendent with spikey leaves pushing up and forwards and the sun
climbing higher as the daylight hours get longer.
The water, mind you, is sll very cold, but I’m sure all that lives beneath are aware
of the coming warmth. Invertebrates will get acve and start looking for a mate
to carry on the cycle of life, including one creature that is very important to the
angler - the non-bing midge or chironomidae, known as the buzzer to you and
me.
The cycle of the buzzer starts with the male and female mang in the air above
the water. The female returns to the water to deliver her eggs, which fall through
the layers to the boom and into the silt, where they stay for a very short while.
Then the larvae appear in the tens of thousands, if not millions, writhing and
lashing. These are what we call blood worms, as they are red in colour and by
mimicking these larvae we can make a very successful ﬂy.
The paern illustrated is an apps bloodworm and is ed with rubber latex and
several strands coming
away from the body, to
create chaos as it moves
around. The gold bead is
for weight to get the ﬂy
down quickly as well as
the bright gold colour
being an added bonus.
The next stage of the
buzzer’s lifecycle is the
pupae. They appear to
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be mostly black with some of the red colour. Luckily for us anglers, they are the
shape of the hook that has been dressed to imitate them.
The pupae’s aim is to get to the surface where they try to emerge out of the
shuck and lie on the water’s surface with their wings out stretched before ﬂying
up to mate, compleng the cycle again.
As you read this, you will realise the importance of this insect. It is one of the
staple diets of trout and indeed all ﬁsh and is also on the menu for birds and
other insect-eang creatures.
Fishing the buzzer could not be easier. Use a rod of 8 or 9½ and a ﬂy line to
match with a tapered leader of 10 to12 and of 7lbs or 8Ibs breaking strain.
If you can manage two buzzer paerns all the beer, have a blood worm paern
on the point and a black one on a dropper about 3 above that.
Now we are all set. The most important thing to remember is the wind direcon.
If you are right handed, when you are standing by the water the ideal wind or
slight breeze would be coming from your right to le shoulders and slightly
behind. Vice versa if you are le handed.
Cast out your imitaons - you won’t need to cast far as presentaon is the key.
Let the ﬂies sele, giving a lile me for them to go deeper, then start a very
slow retrieve.
Your ﬂy line will start to bow around; this is ﬁne but be aware if there is too much
slack you could miss the take or pull from the ﬁsh.
Don’t forget to follow the line around with the rod, you will be more in touch
with your oﬀerings.
I ﬁnd this way of ﬁshing very sasfying as you are using a ﬂy that mimics the
naturals and this method can be deadly on its day.
Be observant of what is hatching and give it a go. You might be pleasantly
surprised and it will add another string to your bow!
Keep warm, be safe and importantly have fun, Bob G.
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JUNIOR INFORMER PHOTO ALBUM
is proudly
sponsored
by

Pallatrax have kindly offered to support our region's Junior anglers by
offering two fantastic Day Session Carp Packs to two lucky entrants picked
from the Junior Catch Photos sent to the Freshwater Informer each month!

Each 'Ready, Steady, Fish' pack contains:
400g of shelf life Squabs • 3 x medium swivel Stonze weights of 2 – 2.5 ozs • 3 x Gripz hair rigs
(For 14mm baits use size 8 Gripz, 18mm baits use size 6 Gripz) • 500g of Carp Crush groundbait/method
mix • Anti-tangle foam • Boilie stops • Packet of Gammarus shrimp • Packet of 15 x 10mm pop ups
The fantastic pack is worth over £20! All you have to do to be in with a chance of winning one of
the 'Ready, Steady, Fish' packs is to send your Catch Photo to the Freshwater Informer by email or
by message on the Facebook page!

WINNERS

well done!
The winners of the
JUNIOR PHOTO
ALBUM THIS
MONTH ARE

AMELIA ETHERINGTON

Larry Outram

Xavia – Paris Gibbs

HARVEY COLE AGED 10 FIRST EVER FISH
FROM WARWICK WOLD WATERS

JACK WOOD 3LBS 2OZS RIVER RICKNEY

ALFIE AND DAD KEVIN PILCHER 20LBS
AT MONK LAKES

JOHUA KING

TIP OF THE MONTH
The Freshwater Informer is constantly striving to bring it's readers the most informative
articles possible within a FREE magazine.
One of our promises to you last year was to bring you new features for 2015. We are yet
again fulfilling that commitment with another article, which we are sure, both new and
experienced anglers will find useful.
Pole fishing is one of the most popular methods of fishing these days, whether it be in
matches or simply for pleasure. There is no denying it can be a deadly method, but, to a
beginner or less experienced angler, there can be lots of technical elements which need to
be understood and may cause much confusion.
Generally, all quality pole floats have a set of numbers printed on the body of the float and
many anglers venturing in to pole angling may be
unsure of the relevance of this vital information.
The numbering simply refers to the amount of weight
needed to accurately 'cock' the float and set the tip
accurately within the water. However, what does the
numbering on the float actually refer to when setting up
the pole rig? Well, here is our guide to the most
popular float sizes in styl weight (eg 3 x 10) and

their matching weight in grammes, plus a
guide to which shot to use to cock a float
correctly.
Hopefully the following information will answer
these common queries:
• Are you stuck for the right shot to use when
setting up a pole rig?

•

Do you know the difference between pole float sizes?
POLE FLOAT SHOTTING GUIDE
Pole float size Weight
Shot equivalent
3 x 10
0.10g
2 x No 10
4 x 10
0.15g
3 x No 9
4 x 12
0.20g
5 x No 10
4 x 14
0.40g
6 x No 8
4 x 16
0.50g
8 x No 8
4 x 18
0.75g
3 x No 3
4 x 20
1.00g
4 x No 3
5 x 20
1.25g
5 x No 3
6 x 20
1.50g
6 x No 3
If you have any questions or queries about your fishing,
then drop us an email or letter and we will do our best to
find a solution to your angling problems! All our contact
details, as usual, can be found at the front of the magazine.
Freshwater Informer - March 2019
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FISHING FOR SCHOOLS

March Update

While it is a quiet me of the year for the Kent region, the one course that
runs throughout the year is the Rowhill School, BTEC course, a weekly
oneday course that has now been running for eight years.
Our Kent organiser Warren White started working with the school 10
years ago before joining F4S and has developed a programme where the
younger group do the F4S Cast Awards to engage their interest in ﬁshing,
then the same students are given the opportunity to do the BTEC ﬁshery
course later in their school careers following a taster day. Rowhill pupils
have the choice of studying motorbike, mechanics, challenger group (Army
cadets) or ﬁshing at this point.
Warren said: “Currently a group of six students are taking the BTEC ﬁshery
course, which is a twoyear, landbased studies qualiﬁcaon and I would
say they are the best that I have worked with since I have been at the
school.
“Rowhill School, based in Longﬁeld, is a day special school, for pupils with
social, emoonal and mental health diﬃcules and is one of the most
challenging schools you could ever work with. I have had coaches that
have not wanted to work with the school, especially when trying to deliver
an accredited qualiﬁcaon, but I have always found that if you are ﬁrm
but fair, it works. You sll get your challenges, but the posives outweigh
the negaves.
“In May, two of the group  David Carl and Sam Weedon  will be leaving
the school. When we started working with David he was very nervous,
but ﬁshing has helped him cope. He did not have any hobbies as a

youngster but, aer becoming interested in ﬁshing on the F4S Cast Award
course, he has taken up ﬁshing in a big way. He has bought all his own
equipment  including a pole, which is not the cheapest piece of
equipment – which shows his passion for ﬁshing.
“He is one of the best students on the BTEC course and is very intelligent
and I have seen a real improvement in his behaviour. David’s love of
science, gleaned on the BTEC Fishery course, means he has been put
forward by the school to do GCSE science which is rare at Rowhill.
“Sam Weedon is another great lad. When he came on the F4S Course as
a youngster he had not ﬁshed before and now it is his passion. Not only
that, he has got his dad interested in ﬁshing and now they go out together.
As Sam says, it has really brought them closer together.
“Sam is one of our success stories, as in May when he leaves school, he is
going on to Hadlow College to take a ﬁshery course.
“Fishing for Schools funds the Cast Award courses for the younger Rowhill
students but the school pays us to coach the students through their BTEC
course and I thoroughly commend this forward thinking, which is really
beneﬁcial for the boys.”
Fishing for Schools Kent’s course allocaon has now been reached for
2019, but if other schools would like to take part in F4S and would be
willing to pay, please contact us at ﬁshing@cafoundaon.org

A fisherman for life Michael Salisbury
“I’ve been ﬁshing for well over 30 years now, and in 2011 I became a fully
qualiﬁed Level 2 Angling Coach. I’m also a partme secondary school teacher,
and my passion for angling enabled me to introduce it to my school’s
curriculum, as I was instrumental delivering a BTEC in Fish Husbandry to a
selected number of students. I am a regular columnist for Anglers Mail
magazine, and a consultant for both BaitTech and Kodex Intelligent Tackle.

As an Angling Trust Licensed
Coach, I possess DBS clearance,
Safeguarding training, Emergency First Aid training, as well as Public Liability
and Public Indemnity Insurance. I am also a member of the Professional Anglers
Associaon.” For more informaon , please visit www.schoolofangling.com or
my Facebook page at hps://www.facebook.com/schoolofangling/

My main area of experse is in coarse ﬁshing, speciﬁcally specimen carp and March Update:
wels catﬁsh. In the winter I will tend to dip into predator ﬁshing, helping my “Over the last 2 weeks I have been running junior sessions at Mill Barn Coarse
clients catch some quality pike and perch.
Fishery in Great Wakering. Despite some very challenging condions, the
I'm currently based near Southendonsea in Essex, and I have access to a wide parcipants have caught numerous carp into double ﬁgures. The winning tacc
range of coarse ﬁshing venues. Whatever your goals are in coarse ﬁshing, I can has been to use 10mm BaitTech The Juice dumbbells, with a small PVA mesh
help you to achieve them.
bag of 6mm carp feed pellets nicked
onto the hook.”
As you can see from the photos, the
young anglers had a great me and
done really well!
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21stt MARC
CH
Fiishing Season
n
Open Day at
O
BEWL WATER
R

Fishing season 2019 kicks off on 21st March!
             
or perch. Bewl is a beautiful spott for angling from the bank or from a boatt.
               
give you that extra eneergy boost to hook that first catch!

BOOK YOUR PERMIT TO
ODAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

0189
92 890000

Photo C
Credit
r it: Willl Vockins

www.beewlwater.co.uk
01892 890000
inf
n o@bewlwater.co.uk
Bewl Water, Bewlbridge Lane, Lamberhurst,, Kent, TN3 8JH
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Trout Informer

Chalk Springs Arundel, West Sussex

Tenterden Trout Waters
Tenterden, Kent
Fishing has been steady at Tenterden Trout Waters throughout January and February and it's starting to
feel like Spring is really on the way with all the daffodils emerging at the Fishery. The Trout have been
giving our anglers a good fight and varying weights of Rainbows have been caught between 2lbs-7lbs
on Black Hoppers, Bloodworm and Montana – sinking and intermediate lines are working best.
It is wonderful to see the different generations fishing at Tenterden, Elliot and his Father, Malcolm, had
a great time with us, as you can see from the photo, they went home with a good bag of fish. We are
very keen to nurture the younger generation into fly fishing here at Tenterden, they are the life blood of
this exciting sport.
We are all enjoying the longer days and now is a great time to fish, so come and relax for a few hours in
beautiful Wealden Countryside and get away from the hustle and bustle of life. The photos show what a
beautiful setting we have here at the Fishery with a fully appointed Fishing Lodge to share with friends
and family.
Please check the Home Page on our website and click on the current month under Latest News for an
up-to-date fishing report. We also have an Instagram Gallery – so please follow us.
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk
If you are looking to learn the skill of Fly Fishing this year please see the Tuition Page on our website
and book a lesson with Richard Stokes.
We also offer Gift Vouchers for that special present please call Gaynor on 01580 763201 or email
gaynor@coombe-farm.com to make your purchase.
We look forward to welcoming you this Spring for some good fishing in well stocked lakes.
Tight Lines, Gaynor

01892 826041 / 07951 304515
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The challenging weather continued into February, especially the snowy conditions at the beginning
of the month. The fishery remained open all through the cold snap, with only a little bit of ice affecting
the South lake for a day. The rest of the lakes weren`t frozen at all and those anglers brave enough
to venture out all caught fish.
Hopefully the poor weather is behind us now and as I write this report on a sunny February morning,
the snowdrops are flourishing around the lakes just as the first daffodils are popping up!
The past few weeks have been a bit quieter than usual (see the weather report above!) but still fairly
good numbers for this time of the year. The catch rate is still high – 85-95% most weeks.
The usual suspects fly-wise are still working well – goldhead damsels, cat`s whiskers and goldhead
daddies all catching fish. Not too much coming up for dries, unsurprisingly, but a few fishermen have
tempted the odd fish up to a buzzer or a dry daddy.
Rainbows to 11lb and browns to 8lb were the best caught this past month, with a good average size
over 2lb. We have a new fish supplier keeping our fish farm topped up, and these fish are renowned
hard fighters, so make sure that your leaders and knots are up to scratch!!
The winter maintenance continues around the
lakes – the weed has been stripped away and
the lakeside fringes trimmed back ready for the
inevitable Spring growth.
That’s about it for this month, but don’t forget to
keep up with the weekly ‘goings-on’ at the
fishery on the weekly catch page of our website,
where you will also find any other information
you need.
Booking is still advisable, as although we are
generally quieter at this time of year, you never
know. We had a customer of ours who recently
drove nearly 80 miles to come fishing only to find
that we had a corporate day at the lakes and he
hadn’t phoned to check!
That’s it for now – tight lines, Darren and Ally

www.springhilltroutwaters.co.uk
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TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS
Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road
Tenterden, Kent TN30 6XA

We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport
in beautiful Wealden Countryside.
Day Permit £35 = 4 best fish
Half Day Permit £24 = 2 best fish
Catch & Release &
Junior Permits available.
Regular stocking of top quality
Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 12lbs
TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
TUITION BY APPOINTMENT

A TROUTMASTERS WATER

RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER
FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH ISLES 2018

Contact (01580) 763201

www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

Cinder Hill Fly Fishing

One of Mid-Sussex’s best kept secrets, Cinder Hill lakes oﬀer some
of the regions most natural, unspoilt and aﬀordable trout ﬁshing.
Membership is now available for the 2019 season.
We have 2 separate complexes each with 3 stream fed lakes which
are regularly stocked throughout the season with hard ﬁghng top
condion rainbows and browns.
• Annual membership £280 (March-November)
• 25 visits – 3 ﬁsh limits
• Guests welcome (uses 1 of your visits each me)
• C&R on speciﬁed lakes (early season)
For details contact:
R. Nathan

01892 770903
r.nathan@bnternet.com

www.cinder-hill-trout.uk
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Winter Fly Fishing
Inspired
I didn’t realise how much I’d missed my fly fishing until I started again.
Last summer’s heat wave had enforced a break from the beginning of
June until the Sunday before Christmas. You will have read in last month’s
article how visits to Stowting and Hazel Copse had reignited my appetite.
With this momentum, I couldn’t wait to explore new fisheries and revisit
some old haunts.
Thornwood Springs – Epping Essex CM16 6LR [07588 669255]
IPeter at Thornwood has really worked hard to get his fishery noticed. I hadn’t been there
for a few years so Peter had lots to tell me when James Gardner and I arrived on a very cold
and miserable day.
The “stalking pool” was now home to some Sparctic Trout, an exotic hybrid species that’s a
mixture of Arctic Char and Brook Trout. The “long lake” is mainly stocked with Brown Trout,
including some beasts which will have been introduced by the time you read this, although
there are some escapee Rainbows from the “top end” that’s netted off and heavily stocked
with small Rainbows as a beginners pool. The larger “main lake” is stocked with Rainbows,
Goldies and Tiger Trout! As I said, Peter has a fertile imagination so it’s worth checking
Thornwood’s Facebook page to see what he’s up to.
Our visit in mid-January coincided with some rather bleak weather, but what can you expect
it is winter! The main lake is my favourite water at Thornwood so I started here with my now
“go to method”, of sink tip line with washing line system. My team of flies consisted of mini
Tequila booby - top dropper, Cormorant – middle dropper and FAB Blob – point fly. This
searching technique has produced wherever I’ve been recently, as long as the fishery allows
droppers, not all small waters do, so check if you’re not sure.

a take, “fish on”! A feisty Rainbow puts up a good scrap and I notice my Olive Buzzer in the
corner of its mouth as I net it. I’ve now found a method, so forget about using the indicator,
by watching the line tighten as I retrieve and slacken as I pause, I become mesmerised
watching for takes, which when they do come sees me reacting like a coiled spring. I add
another couple of Rainbows and a very slim Brownie to finish my bag. James managed to
scratch a few out too so we’re happy to finish with honours even.

Chequertree – Bethersden Kent TN26 3JR [01233 820078]
I’d never seen this fishery before, let alone fished it. A good friend Sean Brooks had tipped
me off that I should pay it a visit. I arrived on a bitterly cold day with a keen North Westerly
wind almost cutting me in half. Unsurprisingly, I was the only fly angler there. In fact, I was
the only angler on the whole complex. Chequertree has several well-kept Carp lakes with
lakeside lodges and caravans making it an ideal weekend retreat for anglers and their families.
The Trout Lake is small at about 1½ acres in size; there is a section of deep water that
provides sanctuary from anglers and extreme weather. This area looked very inviting. Sean
had informed me that he’d caught using a Di-3 line with either Black Humungus or Black
Tadpoles. Alternatively, a floating line, long leader coupled with a team of Buzzers, mainly
in Black worked as well.
I decided not to fish into the wind, for no other reason than my comfort. My chosen spot
allowed me to cast across the wind, which would bring my flies across the path of any fish
moving into the current, created by the wind. I tackled up with the now familiar sink tip line
and washing line team of flies. I must be careful not to become a “one trick pony”.

An unexpected lump from Chequertree

Dressed to kill, cold water fly fishing

Fishing around the margins, an area I’ve been having great success on other waters recently
wasn’t going to work as it was far too weedy, so I had to come up with another plan. I was
considering trying an indicator and Buzzers, cast out across the gentle ripple, to fish the
middle of the lake. This would carry my flies in a very subtle and natural way over the deeper,
weed free water. I set up my new team which consisted of a Blob – top dropper, Black Buzzer
– middle dropper and Olive Buzzer – point fly. I thought I’d try a couple of casts without the
indicator, just letting my flies “free fall” through the depths to see if it was in fact, weed
free. First cast and every thing’s going swimmingly, I’ve counted down 30 seconds, I make
two long slow pulls to lift my flies up through the water column, then pause letting then
fall again, a few seconds later and my line lifts smoothly off the water by my rod tip indicating

After a couple of hours I’d only managed two takes, landing one and losing the other. I then
moved up-wind into a more sheltered area where I’d seen the occasional fish roll. No sooner
had I moved when a fish rose in front of my previous casting position, doh! A speedy cast
down the margin, followed by a fast figure eight retrieve saw my line tighten and I set the
hook into a lovely Rainbow. A few more casts from my sheltered position confirmed I was in
the wrong place. I had to go down wind into the bay where the breeze was being funnelled.
I could easily cast into the opposite margin from my new position, I allowed my flies to drop
into the gully that I imagined was mid-way between both banks, my slow retrieve was
suddenly interrupted by a savage jolt, “fish on”! Over the next hour or so I had either a take
or a fish on almost every cast, what a difference! By late afternoon, I was satisfied I’d cracked
it and was considering packing up when several fish rolled over the deep water mid-section.
I quickly moved so I could reach the spot where I’d seen the fish. A quick cast and as my
flies settled on the water, I started my retrieve immediately. Three fish in as many casts, two
of which were over 5lbs, completed a very successful day.
What an amazing session! What was even more interesting was the fact that the two largest
fish both took the Cormorant on the middle dropper! In fact, they were the only two fish I
caught on that fly. Why? I don’t know, but, one to ponder on!

Nymphs or Lures?
I prefer to take the imitative approach whenever possible. In fact, I usually opt not to catch
fish on lures or attractor flies, as I don’t enjoy the faster retrieves and frequent casting it
usually involves, it all seems a little too hurried for my liking.
Now using flies that imitate food is all very well when fish are feeding, but, when they’re
not it’s a rather pointless exercise. Using lures and attractors can trigger fish to take, either

For expert service and advice visit Andy’s shop The Friendly Fisherman in Tunbridge Wells [TN1 2PS]
for a huge variety of freshwater, fly & lure tackle.

w w w. t h e f r i e n d l y f i s h e r m a n . c o . u k
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out of aggression or possibly out of curiosity.
Whatever the reason, you can catch even
when fish are not feeding, very much
like my lure fishing in the winter,
when fish spend long periods
resting between feeding spells.
My recent fishing has got me to
think a lot about what I’ve
observed i.e. fish breaching in
open water or catching fish in
open water far away from the
shallow margins where I expect to
find them, if they were feeding. I’m quickly
coming to the conclusion that often times the
Trout are not feeding but rather they’re resting, but not near the bottom as most predators
do, but suspended out in open water and often quite near the surface, but why? I can only
theorise that they’ve found a comfort zone, a layer of water at a temperature to their liking,
maybe?
It’s very hard to break away from
thinking you have to find feeding
fish to succeed. Winter fly
fishing is very different from
other times of the year.
Obviously it’s colder, but the
fish can be caught if you are
prepared to adapt. I’ve
experimented a lot with teams of
flies fished under an indicator
recently, spacing my droppers only two feet
apart, thanks to Gary Collins for that tip.
Fulling Mill Foam Bung - indicator
Fulling Mill Biscuit Blob

At 2ft, 4ft and 6ft interestingly the most productive depth has been 2ft! One of the most
successful flies has been the infamous Blob, a lure or attractor, whatever term you prefer. I
have to admit I’ve been rather late in realising how effective Blobs can be, and not always
in brash colours which saves my blushes somewhat!

Til’ next time, tight lines. Andy Lush
GUIDED LURE & FLY FISHING DAYS WITH ANDY LUSH
Lure Fishing
Fish a variety of reservoirs for Pike, Perch and Zander. These days
are suitable for beginners and improvers who
wish to ‘fast track’ their way to success.
Learn more about lure fishing, the use of boats
and fish finders, or just have a FUN day with an
experienced Predator angler.
Fly Fishing
One of Andy’s favourite methods, Trout,
Carp or Pike can be targeted.
Trout
Reservoirs or smaller stillwaters in the South East. These days are suitable for
beginners or improvers who wish to learn ‘how to catch more fish’, or just have
a FUN day with an experienced fly fisherman.
Carp & Pike
More anglers are looking to find exciting ways of catching their favourite fish.
Carp off the top during the summer takes a lot of beating. Pike in the spring
and autumn, whatever their size they are a lot of FUN on the fly!

For details contact Andy Lush on 01892 528677

The Social...
Ben Dowler

M: 07972 071463

Bathroom & Kitchen installations • Electrical
Tiling & Plumbing • Underfloor heating
Wooden and Laminate flooring

E: ben@bd-installations.co.uk
WWW.BD-INSTALLATIONS.CO.UK

07731 722690

Major Heat

Plumbing & Heang Soluons
Phone: 07826 850711

valleysidetreecareltd@gmail.com

MAN ABOUT THE HOUSE
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Serving Redhill and surrounding area

STEVE HALL

07549 220133 / 01737 764967
steve.j.hall67@gmail.com

email: dan@majorheat.co.uk

Serving Hastings and surrounding area

STEWART FISH ROOFING
01424 751721 - 07852 952551
stewartfishroofing@yahoo.co.uk
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Sea Informer

Medway and
Kent Sea
Fishing Group

Sea Reports are proudly sponsored by – Medway and Kent Sea Fishing Group
The winter's fishing from our region's coastline has been a mixed bag (excuse the pun!). I think we will all give up the Autumn's excitement at the prospect of a
coming cod season as once again it failed to happen. However, the Spring begins now and is a little more predictable. The thornbacks and smoothounds should
soon start arriving, along with the plaice. There has already been some nice 'spotties' landed on the Sussex coast with fish to 3lbs being reported. The last few
weeks has seen lots of dabs being caught with some anglers bagging a dozen or more sizeable fish per session from Hythe and Dungeness. The current sea
temperature is between 7 and 8 degrees centigrade.

Thames report courtesy of Tom Barfoot
I fished the Kent flounder league at Allhallows. After
drawing my peg, I set up after a little walk along the
beach. It was still frozen even when the tide came in you
could still see the ice! From the off it was a 2 hook rig with
black lug and maddies the bait of my choice. Not much
action happening so I had a little walk up to the lower
numbers which was the deeper water. A couple of local
anglers had a flounder each but nothing else seemed to
be happening so a very hard match. I unfortunately
blanked and only one angler managed 2 flounders in my
section. The winner had 3 flounders and the biggest flat
was 30cm which was joint. 39anglers fished this match.
I have a club match very soon at Hythe. Hopefully I will
manage to get on the score card. Good luck if you are
out and keep warm guys!

Medway report
Anglers have found the fishing 'challenging' of late. A few flounders have been caught, but,
they have been a little elusive. Still a few small whiting being caught. However, prospects for
the coming weeks are more promising with hopefully the first of the bass arriving back to the
river.
Local shops for your tackle and bait are Medway Tackle Supplies 01634 570740, Anglers Den
01634 852180 and Rod & Line 01634 880770.

blow lug and ragworm are all working well. Reports of a few nice
flounders around the western undercliff in daylight. As the sea
temperature rises we should see the dogfish return followed by
the better bass.
Fishermens Corner can supply all your tackle and bait needs
and we are just opposite the East pier. Call 01843 582174.

Deal report courtesy of David Chamberlain
March can a hard month for anglers with the low sea
temperature and cold weather. Competitions are won with small
weights of a few dogfish or rockling. However, it is worthwhile
speculating on the end of the newly refurbished Deal Pier lower
deck platform for thornback rays. Pulley rigs loaded-up with fish
baits, sandeel or squid will account for the rays and dogfish.
Sandwich Bay is another venue that the thornbacks frequent
and can be caught at all stages of the tide with some hefty females coming in to drop their
egg pouches. Dabs are also present at both venues, although scaling down hook size is a
must. Best baits for these are lug and thin slices of squid – which can be purchased from
Channel Angling which is situated at the front of Deal Pier.
Channel Angling Deal can be contacted on 01304 373104.

Sheppey report courtesy of Sheppey Angling
Fishing now picking up and improvements expected to continue through the first month of
Spring. Catches along the North shore include dabs, flounders, odd bass some whiting and
the rays are becoming more numerous. Expect to see some hounds later this month.
Contact Mick Yates at Sheppey Angling on 01795 661089 for all your bait and tackle needs.

Dover report
Not many anglers fishing the pier of late. Those that have fished
have caught whiting, pouting, dogfish, dabs and a couple of rays.
This month should see a marked improvement with the first of the
smoothounds arriving along with more rays. Plaice and dabs
should also be showing on the first bend. No reports from
Samphire Hoe. Channel Angling Dover can supply all your bait
and tackle. Call Craig on 01304 203742.

Hythe report

Thanet report courtesy of
Fishermens Corner
Whiting have thinned out in numbers, a few pin
whiting are still around along with rockling, dabs,
occasional small bass and flounders. Black lug,
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The past few weeks has seen lots of dabs being caught, particularly behind the swimming
pool part of Marine Parade. The whiting are thinning out, but, numbers of smaller fish remain.
The dogfish are still around and have been a bonus to match anglers' bags. One or two plaice
are starting to show and this month will see lots more being landed if the water clarity improves.
In a recent Sheppey Crusaders match fished along the Marine and West Parades, all entrants
caught and several kilos of fish was needed to make the top 10! Lots of fish caught including
dogs, flounders, dabs, sole, plaice, whiting and good sized pouting.
Local tackle shops for your bait and tackle are Dens Tackle 01303 267053 and Best Buddies
01303 253881.
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HASTINGS courtesy of Hastings Angling Centre

EASTBOURNE BEACHES courtesy of Anglers Den

Really tough month weather wise with very cold stiff northerlies, hard frosts and
snow, full south westerly gales – the works. The second Asso Team beach qualifier
was postponed as it simply wasn’t safe to be fishing on the beach with the huge
surf.
Given the weather the boats have hardly been off at all. Beach fishing has been
very difficult with few fish about in the cold clearing sea or impossible in big seas.
We could really do with prolonged settled spell to bring the plaice onto the shore
and let the boats get out for the deep wrecks after the big pollack.
Roll on the spring!

The good news is that the plaice are arriving! The past few days has seen an
increasing number of plaice caught with the biggest to date measuring 42cms!
Better sized dabs and flounders are also appearing in anglers' bags along with
the odd bass, dogfish and whiting. With the high pressure being forecast, this
should improve the plaice catches further as the water clarity improves. Marks
from Langney Point to White Horses fishing well.
Call Anglers Den at Pevensey Bay on 01323 460441 for all your bait and tackle
requirements.

BEA

BEA

Bes

FIRST ROUND OF THE ASSO 5 MAN LEAGUE
INDIVIDUALS/OPEN BEACH MATCH
First round of the Asso 5 man league/individuals/open beach match
Fishing was very hard after a prolonged spell of cold northerly winds. The match
started in quite mild conditions but the wind built up steadily from the SW and
was blowing hard and kicking up a good surf by the end with some stingingly
cold showers. Catches were poor with several anglers blanking, which given the
quality of the field speaks volumes. Dabs, flounders and rockling made up the
bulk of the catches, even the whiting had virtually vanished!
Winner on the day on peg 1 was Neville Breeding with 4 fish for 2lb 12oz, he
also landed the biggest fish a dogfish of 1lb 4oz.
Section A
1st: L Driver 2 fish 1lb 3oz
2nd: M Rogers 4 fish 1lb 1o
Section B
1st: G King 3 fish 1lb 10oz
2nd: M Jenkins 2 fish 1lb 0oz
Section C
1st: K Saint 4 fish 1lb 5oz
2nd: T Wells 2 fish 1lb 3oz
Section D
1st: S Sampson 5 fish 2lb 6oz
2nd: D Bond 4 fish 1lb 0oz
Teams
1st Deal 1919
40 points
2nd Channel Angling Deal
39 points
3rd Century
37 points
4th Match Mob
31 points
5th Maidstone Angling
26 points
6th Hastings Angling Centre
26 points
Neville Breeding

Lee Driver

Sheppey Angling

Bes

TONYS TACKLE - MINI OPEN RESULTS
1st

PAUL PARSONS
211 pts
2nd
GERALD SARGEANT
148 pts
3rd
KIM MCGREEVY
140 pts
4th
SAM QUILLAM.
140 pts
5th
VERNON VIVIEN
139 pts
6th
MATT COX
122 pts
Great fishing with plaice and flounders
of over 1lb, lots of dogfish and good
sized whiting. Twenty anglers fished and
£200 was paid out.

Paul Parsons

DEAL PIER
IMPROVEMENTS

Sam Sampson

Ian Hopper

BOA
BOA

Phase two of renovation of Deal Pier,
costing £600,000 takes place during
2019/20
New lighting and a range of refurbishments
are set to feature in the second phase of
renovations for Deal Pier. The new £600,000 investment will include work to refurbish
the clock and art sculpture above the pier entrance.
There will also be the installation of an electronic public information screen showcasing
Deal and the area, and replacing and improving lighting to frame the pier structure while
minimizing energy consumption.
Other works would include enhancing the appearance of the pier shelters, general painting
and repairs, the installation of an electronic visitor counter, replacing the CCTV system,
and key concrete repairs to the pier structure. Dover District Council will discuss the
works at its meeting next Monday morning. The second phase is set to take place during
the financial year 2019/20.
Work already completed under the first phase, include investment to renew the pier
seating, replacing the pier surfacing, repainting the metalwork, renewing the gas main,
and refurbishing the pumped drainage system. Repairs to the lower deck are also nearing
completion. The new café restaurant Deal Pier Kitchen also opened on January 4.
The first £500,000 phase of refurbishment works was announced in 2018, following the
celebration of Deal Pier’s Diamond Anniversary in November 2017.
Cllr Trevor Bartlett, DDC cabinet member for corporate assets said: “Deal Pier is the jewel
in the crown of Deal Seafront, and is a popular site for local people and visitors. We are
delighted to invest in upgrading this fantastic amenity, to provide an enhanced visitor
experience, and to make it fit for the next 60 years.”
For more information, please see report to Cabinet on the DDC website,
moderngov.dover.gov.uk or for more details on Deal Pier, please see the Deal Pier page.

UNIT 5, REGIS BUSINESS PARK, NEW ROAD, SHEERNESS, KENT. ME12 1HA
Tel: 01795 661089
Sea and Freshwater Angling at affordable prices
07902 092595
Freshwater Informer - March 2019
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DUNGENESS Latest catch reports on www.seagullfishingtackle.com

BEACH OUTLOOK FOR MARCH

Well it looks very promising as we go into March, I have had some
spring plaice being reported, plenty of dabs, big flounder...did bass ever
go away? It's looking good...the 'joker' is always the weather; climate
change has given the weather systems a real boost...good or bad. The
main challenge is the lack of anglers...a well known local angler blamed
the lack of cod and bass controls for the drop off...what happened to
anglers going fishing for the fun of it!

It comes down to the weather...it we get 'fine' weather it will bring anglers out,
not the quality of the fishing, which has been good. I expect to see more plaice,
flounder, dabs and bass about. Remember catch reports...depend on anglers
going 'catching'.
Best Baits If you get some 'weather'...don't neglect the 'freebies' washing
in. Otherwise worm baits catch most species, but repeatedly fish baits pick out
the bigger fish.

BEACH REPORT

BOAT REPORT

February was a strange month, very cold spells...some warm ones, the
weather has been all over the place it confuses me it must confuse the fish.
Speaking of fish I can't remember better fishing in February...granted the cod
aren't about as they were in days gone by...but the sheer numbers of fish being
reported is heartening.

Here are a few of the February reports coming into my site...

Here are a couple of the February
reports coming into my site...
Dungeness...you never know

Well done Jerry...in spite of the...
I had this report emailed in tonight from Jerry Oiller...out on
'Fairchance' (01797363544) from Dungeness toughing it out on some
bracing weather...
"Hi Tony, Dan P , Dave Knot, and Shirley Codling aboard today, Scratched
out 6 Thornback and a Spur dog at just over 10lb. Regards Jerry O"

Here is the winning fish from the weekends
DAA match on the 'road'...well done Becky
Lee...and they said you don't catch thornbacks
at Dungeness...

Great day for Steve
I saw this report yesterday from Steve Field...
"Some proper fishing at a deserted Dungie
today, didn’t have one blank cast. Loads of double shots of dogs and plenty
of over 25cm Dabs so looking bang on for WDC"

The first sign of spring
coming...
I just had this report in from
Anthony out on Peganina
07989 778361) from Rye...
"So inshore trip today steady stream
of dabs with few plaice throw in too!
Bernie at it again boating the best
one at just over 3lb"

Peganina has a new skipper...

What a nice bag of dabs...
I had this report in today from
Simon Drury...
"Wednesday afternoon...right of the
point"

Some nice dabs, and dogs...
I had this report in this evening
from Paul Yates...
"Hi Tony, Fished at back of boats his
morning, had a good session with 11
in total comprising of dabs and
dogfish. Paul"

38

Freshwater Informer - March 2019

This report came in to me last
night from Kris Hatton...
"Hi Tony went out with your lad today
great skipper but the fish where not there I think a lot of the boats out there
had the same problem....Ant let my boy
skipper the boat on the way home that made
his day, also Ant had a lot of time for my lad
even tho he was on Ants case all the time !!! I
took some pics and a video thought you
would like to see tell Ant thanks."
This is what we want to see...more
youngsters in the fresh air enjoying
themselves.

BOAT OUTLOOK FOR MARCH
I really worry about boat fishing...since I was
Fishing Captain of the Varne Boat Club over
ten years ago I have seen a massive drop off in activity, Boat fishermen just
don't go fishing, some blame the decline of cod some bass controls. In my
opinion fishing has never been guaranteed...yes climate change has 'changed'
the species we are catching but in my 50 years+ boat fishing where the only
technology on board then was a compass... today where you have the lot.
Charter boats need crews...no crews...no charter boats! So enjoy 'Mad March'
and go catch some fish.
Best Baits Fish baits will give you more chance of a decent fish...bluey,
mackerel, herring and squid, they all work. For those spring plaice...the 'classic'
lugworm (and ragworm) does the job.
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KENT BOAT REPORT courtesy of Jason Parrott
Bit of a different report this month as we are on holiday in Thailand and fishing at a
friend's lake. We have had a lot of help with different rigs targeting different fish. Mine
and the wife's favourite fish is the Amazon Red Tail catfish that we have had at Wasana
Fishing Park. We have had fish to just under 15kgs, but, there are fish topping 30kgs in
there. We have a secret ingredient which is wicked tuna goo which seems to be the
flavour they like on small chunks of chicken. The runs are out of this world! With the
drag set perfectly they are off and go all around the lake. The new method I have been
fishing with is a method feeder on a float 2ft from the surface with an imitation piece of
corn and no bait on the hair rig. That will catch most fish tambaki, bannine, esop,
common carp, swai, mekong. This little lake just outside of Pattaya is an angler's dream.
It receives mainly English anglers as Craig over sees how the lake is run and is a bit of a
genius working out how to get the fish to come on the feed with the right amount oxygen
being aerated in the water. If it slows down, as it can do in the midday sun. The park is
extremely relaxing and very clean. All tackle, rods and bait can be hired on the day and if
you want to go one step further, a fishing guide can also be hired. This will make a
difference to your day's fishing! I have enjoyed many a day sitting in my peg just
watching the world go by in 35 degrees heat!I can't emphasise enough what a lovely
little lake this is!
Tight lines and back to the sea fishing next month..! Jason

EASTBOURNE
NOMADS
- THE BIG ONE
Overall winner is Darren Bond (right)
with 214.
Heaviest round
Tim Lane - Dogfish - 56cm
Heaviest flat
Mick Webb, Doug Thorpe,
J.French - flounder - 35cm
Zone A
1 - Craig Boy - 165p
2 - Dan Wood - 135p
3 - Rob Tuck- 125p
4 - Mick Webb - 116p
5 - Nathen Elliot - 115p
Zone B
1 - Mark Pinder - 198p
2 - Nick May - 147p
3 - Paul Parsons - 130p
4 - Mark Painter - 129p
5 - Tim Lane - 128p
Zone C
1 - Lionel Watson - 156p
2 - Barry Sindon - 139p
3 - Tom Wells 136p
4 - Scott Healing- 111p
5 - Chris Andrews - 102p
Zone D
1 - Martin Sherwin - 194p
2 - Luke Mooring - 191p
3 - Steve Martin - 182p
4 - Gary Medler - 176p
5 - Arran Aghilli - 144p

ADMIRALTY PIER NEWS - update from DSAA
Anyone wishing to fish or walk the Admiralty Pier from the 1st of March 2019
will be required to become a member of DSAA.

There are two types of
membership available:

If you fancy a day afloat with Jason on the Lady Ann, give him a call on 07966 273650

Annual Pier
membership is £8
- then £7 to fish per day.
Annual Full
membership is £15
- then £5 to fish per day.

Roger Lennon from Ramsgate sent in this report:
“Few nice thornback rays showing on the Goodwins recently off Ramsgate,
Andy (below) booked a trip on the Skerry Belle charter boat and had fish up
to 10lb!” If anyone fancies boat fishing, I do individual trips all week.
For bookings call Roger on 07805 250427 - www.ramsgatefishingcharters.co.uk

Membership will be required to enter
the pier. All members will be expected
to follow the rules, anyone found
breaking the rules may have their
membership suspended or cancelled. It
is in all of our members' interest to
ensure the rules are followed to allow
continued angling from the pier.
Dover Harbour board are also planning
to refurbish the first half of the pier in
the coming months, when this happens
the first half will be closed, angling will
continue on the second half but
numbers will be limited. The work is
expected to take at least a few months.

ABSOLUTE TACKLE
BETWEEN CANTERBURY AND HERNE BAY ON A291
JUST 10 MINUTES FROM EITHER!

www.absolutetackle.co.uk
Huge selection of quality
bait and tackle for the
coarse and carp angler
Sea anglers - We have
a huge range of tackle
and great selection
of fresh and frozen baits
always in stock

plus
many
more...

Visit us today at:

12 Wealden Forest Park
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ
Email:

badders22000@hotmail.com

Tel: 01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Freshwater Informer - March 2019

39

fwi 268 - Sea Informer - Sponsored.qxp_Layout 1 20/02/2019 14:16 Page 40

SAM’S FISHING JOURNAL courtesy of Sam Cox
Bass Fishing Diary - PART THREE: October 2018.
High Hoe High Hoe it's off Bass Fishing we go!
The nights were drawing in as it was early October. I had finished my CCTV installation
and there was still at least four hours of daylight left. My fishing tackle basically lives in
my van, so I can fish whenever the opportunity arises.
I crossed my fingers that the M20 would be behaving itself and pointed the van towards
Dover. Forty five minutes later and I was in Channel Angling buying a great big frozen
mackerel.
After the short drive back up the A20, I pulled into the car park of Samphire Hoe that lies
beneath those iconic White Cliffs. Parking at Samphire is very reasonable at two quid for
the day as is the price of a day ticket at only a fiver. You also get a free cup of half
decent coffee free with the ticket.
I unloaded my kit and walked down to the sea wall. Samphire Hoe was built from the
spoils of the Channel Tunnel with a mile of concrete promenade fringed by large rocks
and boulders. This has created the ideal habitat for many species of fish.
After setting up two bass rods, one with a running ledger employing a rotten bottom
dropper to the weight and the other with
a sliding float set up, I put together a
light spinning rod to catch my live baits.
Catching live baits at the Hoe is fairly
easy. I use as light a weight as
conditions allow. The rig consists of two
cut loop snoods both about three inches
long. To the snoods, I tie size six Cox &
Rawle Aberdeen hooks with the barbs
flattened. Flattening the barbs and
handling the live baits as little as
possible helps keep them in good
shape. Bait can be almost anything,
sections of rag worm will catch most
species, on the day, but, I was using
very thin strips of mackerel cut with a
very sharp Stanley knife blade.
Casting is not needed a simple drop down the wall or a little lob a few yards from the
wall should get your rod tip rattling within minutes. Fairly quickly, I had caught a nice little
live bait that was gently hooked just in front of the dorsal fine. I used to lip hook my live
baits, but, found that sometimes the hook would turn into the gill flank masking the point
resulting in missed takes.
The first rod was now fishing, the reel was out of gear with the ratchet on! After a few
more minutes, I had caught my second live bait, a nice pouting. Again gently hooking it
on to my float set up, I then softly lobbed it down tide alongside the wall around five
yards out. I had set the sliding float up with no weight, just a float large enough to carry
the live bait, a swivel then a three foot trace with a light Cox & Rawle 6/0 uptide hook.
I have found that heavy hooks weigh down the live bait and wear it out quickly.
I was holding the float rod with the intention of trotting the live bait down tide along the
wall by paying out line. I glanced round at the first rod when the ratchet of the rod I was
holding started screaming! I let the fish take about five yards of line before knocking the
reel into gear, winding down and hitting it. The bass had taken the live bait on the drop
within seconds of me casting.
Now I had the awkward job of deploying the drop net single handed. The sea wall at
Samphire Hoe isn't a straight wall, it's staggered in two stages. This means the drop net
has to be thrown 'frisbee' style to clear the wall, then controlled so it sits just below the
surface. Next, I had to steer the bass over the net holding the rod high in my right hand
and the drop net cord in my left hand. All this while still playing and trying to control the
fish. Managing to draw the bass
over the net holding my rod out
and high so the line cleared the
wall, I lifted the drop net with my
left hand so it was about a foot
from the water. It's important to
knock the reel out of gear and put
the ratchet on at this point. If
anything was to go wrong it would
allow the fish to swim from the net
and take line from the reel without
pulling your rod with it.
With the reel out of gear, I put the
rod down and hauled my drop net
and bass up and over the wall. I
weighed the fish, took some scaled
samples and a few photos then
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released her to fight and reproduce. She
weighed in at eight pounds eleven ounces.
Once I had recovered from all the excitement, I
decided to concentrate on the float rod and put
the bottom rod aside. On this day, I had no live
bait bucket so I was catching them as I needed
them. This didn't take long and in a few minutes
the float was again in the water. This time, I
managed to trot the bait down tide a few yards
before it disappeared in a satisfying fashion
leaving nothing but a vortex on the surface. I
struck into the fish and again was connected to
another bass. At this point another angler who
was fishing fifty yards or so to my left came
over. After seeing me struggle landing the first
bass he offered to help me with this one. I
gratefully accepted. The guys name was
Richard, a middle aged man from Morocco.
Richard was a lovely guy and a very enthusiastic angler. He is the only angler I have met
in over forty years in the sport that uses coconuts for floats. I explained to Richard that
due to the staggered construction of the sea wall he would need to throw the drop net far
enough to clear the wall. I use burglar alarm cable instead of rope on my drop net as I
have lots of it and it's easily stored coming on small metal drums. Richard pulled off
more than enough cable to reach the water. He then proceeded to launch the net
skywards in the fashion of an Olympic shot putter! The net flew through the air landing
up tide of where I'm holding the fish on the surface. Richard loses control of the cable as
it has coiled around his feet and the drop net quickly sinks. He then regains some sort of
control and we manage to land a nice four and three quarter pound bass. This bass is
quickly dispatched and taken home for the table. I don't keep many bass and due to
much needed restrictions on bass retention, it was the first bass I had taken in all of 2018.

Following the afternoon's result, I spent the rest of October fishing the Hoe, normally with
fishing companions.
My next visit to the Hoe was only three days later. This resulted in my second biggest
ever bass and my second ever double of ten pounds six ounces. I also caught another
of just over four pounds. All came to float fished live baits. Three other takes were
missed.
The rest of my sessions were all to be with friends and the weather and tides were
restricting the use of trotting live baits along the wall. I opted for a float on a slider rig.
The slider rig is basically a death slide like we used to make between two trees as kids.
Firstly, a I slide an over sized bead up my leader, then I tie a swivel onto the leader.
From the swivel I tie about two feet of weak line. A grip lead is then tied to the weak line.
This set up is then cast out around twenty to thirty yards.
I then make up a normal sliding float rig on about six foot of thirty pound test line. At the
top of this is a link swivel. Once the rig is baited with a live bait the link swivel is attached
to the main line. The rod is then held high allowing the float rig to slide down to the water.
This set up allows us to float fish for bass even when conditions make it otherwise
impossible to use a float set up. Between us we did catch more bass that month. My pal
Jack had one just over five, as did Steve. Simon picked up a few small bass on the rod
he was trying to catch live baits on. Even small pound and a half to two pound bass go
very well on a six foot spinning rod! I managed a few other small bass and one of six
pounds eleven ounces and one of dead on six pounds.
During this winter's pike season, we have been experimenting with circle hooks with
some good results. We intend on employing these hooks for our live baiting for bass.
These hooks have lead to more landed pike and are so much easier to remove than
trebles or even normal J hooks. So as we intend to release the majority of the bass we
catch, the use circle hooks seems to be a no brainer to me!

Best wishes, Sam Cox
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IS YOUR FISHING TACKLE INSURED?

WORLD DAB CHAMPIONSHIPS
The World Dab Championships took place at Dungeness on Sunday 10th
February. Dungeness Angling Association posted this report for the day:

“We are delighted to announce that today's Tronix Pro World Dab Fishing
Championships has raised an incredible £4000 for the RNLI. 154 anglers,
including 14 juniors took part in chilly, damp and blustery conditions. Following
storm Erik, the sea was very weedy and absolutely full of shell fish leading to
difficult fishing conditions. "I'm reeling in with more bait on than I cast out!", was
heard more than once!
Junior winner was Aiden Bull with one dab of 200g and senior winner and now
3 times champion is Becky Lee Hodges with 6 dabs for 1.14kg. DAA would like
to thank everyone who helped on the day and our sponsors.... way too many
people to mention, and especially thanks to the anglers who braved a cold
February day and who raised so much money for the RNLI. Ladies and gentlemen,
we salute you!”
Top five weights:
1 Becky Lee-Hodges
6 fish 1.14kgs
2 Jeremy Stone
3 fish 0.84 kgs
3 Les Chappel
2 fish 0.54kgs
4 Ian Day
3 fish 0.50 kgs
5 Steve Wallings
2 fish 0.48 kgs

Insurance, as we all know, is very much a part of modern life. We all try to
ensure that everything we treasure, including our loved ones and indeed
ourselves, is covered against anything untoward. Think for a moment about
the insurance you currently have … car, life, home, contents, mortgage,
illness, redundancy, the list could go on and ask why do we take out
insurance cover on these very things? Generally, we buy insurance to guard
against loss or damage or to provide security against the unknown.
Anglers love their kit! Most of us go in to the tackle shop for a packet of
hooks costing a couple of quid, but, come out with a bagful of bits after
having spent far more than we set out to! If you were to empty your tackle
box on to the living room floor, when the wife is out of course (!) and add up
the value of replacing each item, the figure would be quite astounding! That
does not include the cost of replacing rods, poles, landing net handles,
umbrellas etc.
Having added up the value of all your fishing equipment, could you afford to
go out tomorrow and replace it all should it become lost, stolen etc? I am
probably like most people and could not afford to replace my kit in the event
of sudden and unexpected loss. This is where the security of having your
tackle insured comes in to it's own. Thieves will often target garages and
sheds of anglers during those dark Autumn and Winter evenings and nights,
knowing their haul is easily disposed of, especially nearing Christmas.
Unfortunately, there are unscrupulous people who will readily buy fishing
tackle, even when they know it has been stolen. Having been the victim of
burglary, I cannot begin to tell you how it feels!
Who’s watching you rods?

HOW MANY BASS CAN YOU KEEP IN 2019?
This handy chart tells you when you can retain fish and when they are
'catch and release' only throughout this year.

Some years ago, I was on a week's 'pilgrimage' to a carp lake in France.
One evening, I had spodded up a considerable amount of bait in a fairly tight
area. The spod rod was clipped up to ensure the right spot was hit every
time. In order to ensure the baited rod was bang on target, I run the spod
along the bank until the line reached the clip. I then laid the spod rod down
and laid the baited rod alongside. I then walked the baited rig along the bank
until It reached the spod. The reel was then clipped up and I knew it would
be bang on the money when cast. So the baited rod was cast out on to the
baited area just before dark and I settled down in the sleeping bag. In the
early hours I was awoken by a short 'one toner'. I scrambled from the
sleeping bag to find two bank sticks laying on their side, but, no rod to be
seen! I felt physically sick to find my rod and reel gone! But how? Then it
dawned on me. I knew I had set the baitrunner, BUT, I had not removed the
line from the clip ….. you can guess what happened next! I spent all next
day trawling across the lake hoping to pick up the rod and line, but to no
avail. I had lost one rod and reel which would cost £300 to replace.
Fortunately my kit was insured!
When I got home I telephoned the insurance company and told a very
bemused young lady assistant that I wanted to make a claim and relayed
my story to her. She said that was the first 'fisherman's tale' she had heard!
The insurance company, however, were very good and my claim was settled
very quickly. I was fortunate in that my gear was insured on a 'new for old'
basis. We often load our tackle in to the car and very often the fishing gear
is worth more than the car, but, we always insure the car because, A: it is
the law, and, B: just in case …..

Don’t take a chance with your beloved kit that might have
taken a lifetime to amass. Get peace of mind, get it insured!
Freshwater Informer - March 2019
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TROUT FISHERIES

Directory

Claygate Lakes
Tel: 07770 513448
Marden B2162 between Collier Street & White Hart Pub, TN12 9PL

Bewl Water
Tel: 01892 890000
Bewlbridge Lane, Lamberhurst TN3 8JH
Brick Farm Lakes
Tel: 01323 832615
Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS
Chalk Springs
Tel: 01903 883742
Park Bottom, Arundel, West Sussex BN18 0AA
Chequertree Trout & Coarse Fishery Tel: 01233 820078
Bethersden, Ashford TN26 3JR
Cinder Hill Fly Fishing
Tel: 01892 763201
Membership available from r.nathan@btinternet.com
Spring Hill Trout Waters Tel: 01892 826041/07951 304515
Albans Farm, Romford Road, Tunbridge Wells TN2 4BB
Tenterden Trout Waters
Tel: 01580 763201
Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden TN30 6XA

Coombewood Fishery
Tel: 07895 679569
Redbrook Street, High Halden, Nr Ashford TN26 3JH

TACKLE & BAIT SUPPLIES

COARSE FISHERIES
Beaver Farm Fishery Tel: 01342 324006 | 07710 656041
Eastbourne Road, Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL
Cackle Hill Lakes
Tel: 01580 292292 | 291954
Headcorn Road, Biddenden TN27 8JW or 07885 284500
Charlies Lakes
Tel: 07857 539785
Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH
Chequertree Trout & Coarse Fishery
Bethersden, Ashford TN26 3JR

Couldens Farm Fishery
Hole Lane, Edenbridge TN8 6QS

Tel: 01233 820078

Tel: 07470 854915

Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse
Tel: 01273 933050
Unit T, Rich Ind. Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU

Elphicks Fisheries
Tel: 01580 212512
Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL

Cackle Hill Lakes
Tel: 01580 292292 | 291954
Headcorn Road, Biddenden TN27 8JW or 07885 284500

Furnace Brook Fishery
Tel: 01435 830835
Trolliloes, Cowbeech, Hailsham BN27 4QR

Camos Carp Cabin
www.camoscarpcabin.net
11 Turner Street, Ramsgate CT11 8NJ Tel: 01843 581784

Gabriels Fishery
Tel: 07730 066088
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP

Carpers Den
Tel: 01233 850644
Ashford Road, High Halden, Ashford TN26 3LJ

Greenacres Farm Fishery
Tel: 07933 934942
Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH

Channel Angling
Tel: 01304 203742
158-160 Snargate Street, Dover CT17 9BZ

Hawkhurst Fish Farm
Tel: 01580 753813
Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT

Dens Tackle
Tel: 01303 267053
73 Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6JN

Iden Wood Fishery Tel:
01797 280180/07906 232225
Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT

Fishing Tackle & Bait
Tel: 07724 776031
Unit 34, Integra.me, Bircholt Rd, Parkwood, Maidstone ME15 9GQ

Knightingales Fishery
Tel: 07941 176205
Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT

Friendly Fisherman
Tel: 01892 528577
Camden Road, Tunbridge Wells TN1 2PS

Mousehole Lakes
Tel: 07725 783405
Maidstone Road, Nettlestead, Maidstone ME18 5HR

Henfold Bait & Tackle
Tel: 07956 043922
Henfold Lakes, Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW

Orchard Place Farm Fishing Lakes
Tel: 01892 838576
Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY or 07860 608218

Hooked on Green
Tel: 01825 760139
Unit 2, Bellbrook Indistrial Estate, Uckfield TN22 1QL

Tanyard Fisheries
Tel: 07833 532842
Tanyard Lane, Furners Green, Uckfield TN22 3RL

KRD Discount Tackle & Bait, Guns, Archery & Crossbows
31 The Forum, Sittingbourne ME10 3DL 01795 227474

Tricklebrook Fishery
Tel: 07743 955812
Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH

Medway Tackle Suppliese
Tel: 01634 570740
374 Canterbury Street, Gillingham ME7 5JUP

Wylands International AC
Tel: 01424 893394
Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU

Nick’s Tackle
Tel: 01622 673899
10 Knightrider Street, Maidstone ME15 6LP

ANGLING CLUBS / SOCIETIES

Pinions
Tel: 01622 718580
431 London Rd, Ditton, Aylesford, Maidstone ME20 6DB

Bromley (Kent) & District AS bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk
PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND

Sues Tackle Cabin
Tel: 01797 225015 | 07980 290247
The Spice Warehouse, Rye Harbour Road, Rye TN31 7TE

Hastings, Bexhill & District
Postal enquiries: 53 Athelstan Road, Hastings TN35 5JF
Tel: Chris Pagan 07429 655237 / Steve Potter 07935 268174

Tenterden Tackle and Gun
Tel: 01580 764851
3 Eastwell Parade, High Street, Tenterden TN30 6AH

Linton Angling Society

email chris@lintonangling.co.uk
Tel: Chris Knowler 07712 622858

Tonbridge & District A & FPS
PO Box 131, Tonbridge TN11 8WB

Tel: Donna
07947 557140

robtuckbrown@hotmail.com
Wantsum Angling Association
Tel: Rob Tuck-Brown (secretary) 07484 144561
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Trade in Tackle
Tel: 01622 814296/07941085011
Maidstone Road, Wateringbury ME18 5EH

ADVERTISE HERE

FOR ONLY

£60 FOR 12 MONTHS OR
£30 FOR 6 MONTHS!

fwi 268 - Cover 1,2-43,44.qxp_Layout 1 20/02/2019 13:53 Page 43

Mousehole
Lakes

BAILIFF ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

NINE ACRES - THREE LAKES

FOR UNLOADING YOUR EQUIPMENT
TO YOUR SWIM

Kingfisher Lake

CAFE OPENING TIMES
  9am-11am / 4pm-6pm
   8am-10.30am / 4pm-6pm
  8am-10.30am

  

  

Give us a call on 07725 783405 from
your mobile and we prepare your order….

Kestrel Lake

AND DELIVER TO YOUR SWIM
      

Swift Lake

KESTREL LAKE
Day Ticket: £15 for 2 rods / £20 for 3 rods
24 hours: £30 for 2 rods / £35 for 3 rods
48 hours: £50 for 2 rods / £55 for 3 rods

KINGFISHER LAKE
Day Ticket: £12.00 for 2 rods / 3 rods £15
(3 rods at the discretion of the bailiff)

24 Hours: £25 for 2 rods / £30 for 3 rods
36 Hours: £35 for 2 rods / £40 for 3 rods
48 Hours: £45 for 2 rods / £50 for 3 rods

SWIFT LAKE (Match/Pleasure)
Day Ticket: £7 for 1 rod / £10 for 2 rods

Maidstone Road | Nettlestead | Maidstone | Kent | ME18 5HR

07725 783405

www.mouseholelakes.co.uk

TOILET &
SHOWER BLOCK
WITH DISABLED
FACILITIES

FREE Shower for 48 hr
plus sessions
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