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Friends Gone Fishing
image courtesy of Alun Howell
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COPY DEADLINE for JANUARY 2023 

MONDAY 19th December 2022 at 5pm

The Freshwater Informer cannot accept responsibility for the quality of
goods or services advertised in this publication. All views expressed are

those of the contributors concerned. All images received are accepted
as being true and accurate and as described. 

HENFOLD BAIT & TACKLE Henfold Lakes, Henfold Lane, Newdigate RH5 4RW

TACKLE HIRE AND TUITION AVAILABLE 07956 043922 

 Barry ReedBarry Reed
Enjoy your fishing!

2 December 2022        

This issue of my beloved Freshwater Informer sees me writing a rather sad introduction!
It is almost time for ‘one more cast’ before my wife and I take our well earned retirement!

Hello and welcome to the December issue of the Freshwater Informer!

As you may have already read on the opposite page we are planning a move to Lincolnshire to spend our 'senior years' and enjoy using our bus
passes! It is a move we have been contemplating for a couple of years and now feel the time is right to take this rather daunting step in our lives.
We did in fact put our house up for sale during 2020 and it sold within days, but we were unable to find a suitable property to move on to so the
sale was cancelled. However, now in our mid sixties, we are ready to make this major move.
I have been involved with the Freshwater Informer for almost ten years and took ownership several years ago. Since then I have spent thousands
and thousands of hours working tirelessly to bring the magazine to where it is today and I am proud of my achievements, even though I say it
myself! I have met many hundreds of great people on my journey and brought the Freshwater Informer to many thousands of people and the
readers' love and never ending appreciation of the magazine never ceases to amaze me! Every issue is greeted like a long lost friend!
However, it is now time to hand over the reins to someone else who can continue the great tradition of the Freshwater Informer and take the
magazine in to a new era. The Freshwater Informer brand that includes the paper magazine, website and Facebook page is a formidable business
package and is ready to go from 'Day One' so I hope someone else can enjoy this publication as much as I have done.

If you feel that this rare opportunity is for you please get in touch for a chat!
At this point I would like to pay considerable tribute and a massive Thank You to two very special people who have made my 'shift' at the
Informer as successful and enjoyable as it has been! Firstly, my dear wife, who has spent years looking at the back of my head while I have been
hammering away at the keyboard for hours on end! Not once has she ever complained about the amount of time I have given to the magazine,
indeed our social life has been organised around deadlines, deliveries and various meetings! Even our annual holiday has had to be worked
around the Freshwater Informer diary!
The second person who I would like to thank is Linda Lacey. Linda has been involved with the Freshwater Informer for very many years and
knows the magazine inside out and back to front. Indeed for many years Linda was running the magazine so her expertise in the design and
layout of the articles and adverts has been paramount in providing you with such a quality publication each and every month. We have spent
many hours on the phone discussing the layout of pages and how to include a late advert or article arriving after the deadline and Linda has kept
me in check and been a great ally in discussing new ideas and various concepts. Linda, thank you seems hardly enough!
I would also like to thank Wealden Print at Hawkhurst for their quality printing service each and every month and always producing such a fine
magazine! Richard Steel also deserves a mention as he has been responsible for the running of the website and taking care of the occasional
glitch that crops up. Thank you Richard! I am planning for my last publication to be the January 2023 issue so you haven't quite got rid of me yet!

Enjoy your fishing!Enjoy your fishing!

ng service each and every month and always producing such a 
magazine! Richard Steel also deserves a mention as he has been responsible for the running of the website and taking care of the occasional
glitch that crops up. Thank you Richard! I am planning for my last publication to be the January 2023 issue so you haven't quite got rid of me yet!

All of us at the Freshwater Informer

wish you and your families a very

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

The Freshwater Informer 
6 Meadow Way | Wouldham | Rochester ME1 3GR 01634 869317
e: barnic@btinternet.com 07722 025449
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If you feel that this
rare opportunity is

for you please get in
touch by email to

barnic@btinternet.com
or call 01634 869317

or 07722 025449

Serious enquiries only please and price will be by negotiation

If you feel that this
rare opportunity is

for you please get in
touch by email to

barnic@btinternet.com
or call 01634 869317

or 07722 025449

Serious enquiries only please and price will be by negotiation

I am therefore looking for someone
who shares my level of passion, not
just for angling in the South East,
but for the long established 
Freshwater Informer brand to
take it forward in to a new era.
The new owner will have full
ownership of the title along with
the popular website and huge
following on the social media
platform as well as access to a
network of magazine stockists throughout the region.

“After many years at the
helm of this beloved

publication, I have
decided to take

my retirement
and enjoy

some fishing
myself!”

Barry Reed

“After many years at the

A unique business

opportunity!

publication, I have
decided to take

my retirement

some fishing

helm of this beloved
“After many years at the

My wife and I are now at an age
where we would like to begin to
take things a little easier and
enjoy more time together. Our
house is up for sale and we plan
to move to Lincolnshire to spend
our ‘Golden Years’! It is a major
move as we have both always
lived and worked in Kent,
but feel that a move to
Lincolnshire will offer us a
slower and quieter pace of life.
I have looked into operating the Freshwater
Informer from a base away from the South East,
but the logistics do not realistically work for
me to continue to provide the same high level
of service to my advertisers, stockists and the loyal readership.
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Fishery Reports4 December 2022        Fishery Reports
Tricklebrook Fishery Five Oak Green, Kent

17lbs 8ozs - New Lake Lloyd Booker - 20lbs Old Lake 20lbs - New Lake Ellie - 22lbs Old Lake

Charlie Young - New Lake Chris - 25lbs 7ozs Old Lake Chris - 26lbs 8ozs Old Lake Owen Browne - 27lbs Old Lake

Chris - 16lbs 8ozs Old Lake Tyler Johnson - 21lbs 4ozs

Charlie Young - 24lbs New Lake 32lbs 8ozs - New Lake

Owen Browne - 34lbs 4ozs Old Lake 17lbs New Lake

Sam Crouch
and family

Call: 07895 679569
email: alex@coombewoodfishery.com

Professional Angling Trust accredited Coaching available for all ages.

Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH
www.coombewoodfishery.com

Day tickets from £8.00 available on the bank. Pre-booked night sessions

Located in our peaceful private ancient woodland in the heart of the 
Kent countryside, we have 2 family friendly, well stocked main lakes.    

Fully accessible to disabled anglers including the toilet fascilities.
Front Pleasure / Match Lake - Mixed Species with Carp to 20lb+
Back Specimen Lake - Cats to 40lb+, Carp to 30lb (average 15lb)

We also have for hire, a Private Woodland Lake and a secluded Camping 
Area with private float only pond, BBQ, shower & parking space.
GROUP / CLUB / MATCH BOOKINGS WELCOME (Front Lake Only)

5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of
woodland, containing

Carp to 30lbs, Tench to 5lbs,
Bream to 9lb plus Roach,

Rudd and Chub

Spring Lodge | Iden Wood Fishery
| Coldharbour Lane | Iden |  Rye |

East Sussex |  TN31 7UT

Vehicle access/night fishing
allowed / match bookings taken

Iden Wood
Fishery

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown 
01797 280180
Mobile:                                              
07906 232225
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TEL 07743 955812 | 01892 835453 | EMAIL info@tricklebrookfishery.co.uk 

Tricklebrook Fishery | Colts Hill | Five Oak Green | TN12 6SH
Telephone bookings are to be paid in advance and are non-refundable • Credit and Debit cards now accepted

This fantastic coarse fishery consists of two very well stocked lakes. 
A 4 acre specimen lake stocked with big Catfish up to 50lbs, huge Carp 

up to 40lbs, big Perch up to 6lbs and beautiful Roach over 3lbs. And a 1 acre 
match fishing lake teaming with a variety of species weighing up to 28lbs.

LAKE RULES
1. A TICKET MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FISHING 

2. ALL NETS, UNHOOKING MATS AND WEIGH SLINGS MUST BE DRY BEFORE 
DIPPING IN THE DISINFECTANT BATHS 

3. NO NUTS OR PARTICLE 

4. BOILIE AND PELLET ONLY FOR SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE - ALL BAIT 
WILL BE INSPECTED 

5. ALL FISH MUST BE RETURNED TO THE WATER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
FOLLOWING CAPTURE. NO STANDING. FISH MUST BE HELD LOW OVER A 
MAT/CRADLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS 

6. MINIMUM 15LB LINE AND NO BRAIDED MAIN LINE 

7. NO SACKING OR RETAINING OF FISH IS PERMITTED. THE REMOVAL OF 
FISH FROM THIS VENUE WILL BE VIEWED AS A CRIMINAL ACT 

8. EACH ANGLER MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 42 INCH LANDING NET AND A 
LARGE PADDED UNHOOKING MAT/CRADLE REGARDLESS OF TARGET 
SPECIES ON SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE 

9. BARBLESS HOOKS ONLY 

10. NO LEAD CORE, NO FUSED LEADERS OF ANY KIND INCLUDING SAFEZONE

11. NO FIXED LEAD RIGS. ALL LEADS MUST PASS FREELY OVER LEADER 
KNOTS. RIG CHECKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT 

12. RECREATIONAL DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED - IMMEDIATE BAN 
FOLLOWS 

13. PLEASE INFORM FISHERY MANAGEMENT OF ANY SNAGGED TACKLE 
OR FISH 

14. ANY FISH OVER 28LB MUST BE REPORTED TO BAILIFF 

15. NO DOGS ALLOWED 

16. BARBECUES ALLOWED IF OFF THE GROUND 

17. NO BAIT BOATS 

18. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN BEING 
ASKED TO LEAVE AND/OR BANS WHERE APPROPRIATE AND NO REFUND 
WILL BE OFFERED 

19. TRICKLEBROOK IS NOW OPERATING A ZERO-TOLERANCE 
POLICY TO ANY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OR ABUSE 
TOWARDS ITS BAILIFFS AND STAFF 

20. ALL RUBBISH TO BE TAKEN HOME 

OPENING TIMES
SUMMER 7AM - 7PM    WINTER 7AM TO DUSK

find us on facebook and instagram
.

5 December 2022        
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6 December 2022        

“Dear Barry, As I had not fished Lake Sophie at Claygate Lakes since June of this
year, I thought I should make the effort and give it another go. When I arrived
there was just one other person fishing so no pressure there. I made my way to
peg 22 and weather wise there was low cloud and light rain forecast. I set up my
usual tackle of 10' rod, size 12 Pallatrax hook on a running rig with a 2ozs Stonze
weight for a bottom fishing session. I cast a prawn bait to the far margin, but

after an hour or so I
was still without a
bite. I then tried the
margins to my right
and left, still without joy. I switched to a bread bait on the bottom and I picked up a small carp of
2lbs 8ozs and a small, but welcome small tench.  
Around midday the only spot I hadn't tried was 'down the middle' so I switched back to a prawn
bait and cast out and fed a few pieces of corn over the top. Just five minutes later I had a 4lbs
common in the net. This switch had found the fish so I stuck with it and went on to catch a good
number of carp from 4lbs to 6lbs 8ozs. I found that trimming the size of the prawn worked best
as the whole prawn didn't get a response for ages. By 5pm I had almost run out of bait and with
the weather beginning to deteriorate I weighed in 60lbs of fish and being October it turned out to
be a better day than expected or rather a better short session than expected!” 

Regards, Robin Piper

Regular correspondent, Robin Piper, has put pen to paper once
again and sent us this report:

Letter to
the editor

Fishery Reports
Gabriels Fishery Edenbridge, Kent
We are in the midst of Autumn and
the colours around the fishery are
amazing. Reports from the bank are
good. Robert Babbs has been busy
with his Dad, they have had a couple
of trips to Gabriels and have caught
some lovely mirror and common
carp. He also caught a Bream
weighing in at 5lbs 6ozs.
Darrell Davies caught a 33lbs 13ozs
Common Carp which is his PB!
A reminder of the winter hours for our
bait and tackle shop. We are open 7am-1pm Sunday to Thursday and
7am-5.30pm Friday and Saturdays. The fishery is open for day and night
fishing and bookings can be made by calling the shop on 01732 865 355.

Our Christmas hours are: Christmas Eve 7-1pm 
Christmas Day / Boxing Day / Tues 27th / Wed 28th - CLOSED

Thurs 29th Dec. - 7am-1pm • Fri 30th Dec. - 7am-1pm
Saturday 31st December 7am-1pm

Sunday 1st January 7am-1pm • Monday 2nd January 7am-1pm

Darrell Davies - 33lbs 13ozs

Robert Babbs

Well stocked bait & tackle shop 
open from 7am every day. 

24/7 vending machine stocking 
maggots and worms 

Gabriels Fishery | Marsh Green Road | Edenbridge TN8 5PP 
Bait and Tackle Shop: 01732 865355

Email: info@gabriels-fishery.co.uk

www.gabriels-fishery.co.uk

GABRIELS
FISHERY

5 lakes and 
1.25 miles 
of the  
River Eden

Advanced booking 
available 

Toilets and 
shower facilities

Day & night 
session fishing

Camping &  
Caravanning facilities

SILVER  
Match Lake

OAK LAKE 
carp to 30lbs 

Specimen Lake 
ADMIRAL LAKE 

fish to 41lbs

SWALLOW LAKE 
& HARE LAKE 

great for beginners 
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Jack Frost Tackle Crawley. Crawley’s 
Premier fishing tackle shop for carp 
fishing, match fishing and sea fishing.

• Over 400 rods on display 

• Surrey and Sussex Trakker 
& Nash Super Centres 

• One of Sussex’s biggest 
Superstores with two floors 
and 3,500 square feet 

• Free Parking

NEW CLOTHING SHOWROOM NOW OPEN!

The South’s LARGEST selection of clothing and footwear. Please see our Facebook page.

WE BUY
GOOD QUALITY
SECONDHAND
TACKLE - CALL
FOR DETAILS

7 December 2022        
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8 December 2022        Fishery Reports
MERRY CHRISTMAS
  FROM ELPHICKS FISHERY!
We want to remind everyone that we close on
23rd December 2022 and re-open on 16th January 2023.
An early note that we will also be closed for the WHOLE of June 2023.
Whole lake bookings for 2023 will be taken from 7.30am
on 2nd January 2023. Please DO NOT drive down to book!
If you are looking to book between 16/01/2023 to 01/02/2023
this can be done from 1st December 2022.

Billy Delahaye - Pullens Lake Nichola Osgood - 39lbs 12ozs North Lake

Nichola Osgood - 43lbs 6ozs PB North Lake Plantation Lake William Delahaye - 37lbs 2ozs Pullens Lake Billy Wells - North Lake

Adam G - 23lbs 8ozs North Lake James Blakesley - 32lbs 6ozs Prairie Lake

Tony Kitchen - 19lbs Kettles Lake Neil Corder - Plantation Lake

Elphicks has been designed and built with the modern angler in mind.
We have 7 lakes available for day ticket and session fishing. Each 
lake has it’s own parking within easy reach of the swims and all 
swims are ‘all weather’ - either built of Astroturf, stone or bark. 
Please contact the fishery for further information on any of our lakes.

Elphicks Fisheries Spelmonden Road
Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8EL

Tel: 01580 212512
email: info@elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

www.elphicks-fisheries.co.uk
Chart Hill Road  Chart Sutton  ME17 3EZ

www.charthilllakes.co.uk 

charthilllakesChart Hill Lakes

OPEN DAILY 7am to 7pm  (walk-ins welcome)
Night fishing available 7pm to 7am

WE ARE NOW OPEN
These lovely family owned lakes just south of 
Maidstone are open all year for you to enjoy!
CLUB AND MATCH BOOKINGS WELCOME      

07398 571337

COARSE LAKE totals 5.5 acres SPECIMEN LAKE covers 1.4 acres
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10 December 2022        Fishery Reports
Greenacres Farm Fishery
Biddenden, Kent
Speci 1  Fishing is steady going now its getting colder, water levels are
on the rise with fish showing over small baited areas using your chosen
choice of hook bait. Preferred hookbaits seem to be sticky krill or
Mainline Cell boilie.
Speci 2  Robin red halibut pellets and luncheon meat seem to be the
best baits at the minute for catfish which are mainly getting caught late
afternoons and through the night to early mornings. Catfishing has
slowed up now that the colder weather has moved in but this only
means that the pike are waking up. Carp can be caught on small baited
areas close to the islands or margins.
Heron  Still fishing really well on float or quiver tactics for a mixed bag
of fish. Preferred hookbaits seem to be maggots and luncheon meat
over a bed of pellet or groundbait.
Kingfisher  This is a brilliant lake if you are starting up fishing for the
first time as it is full of fish and keeps you busy all day. This lake can
also be booked out for matches if you give us a call on 07933 934942
Bluebell  A very unique lake tucked out the way, this lake holds some
lovely tench to 6lbs and carp to 10lbs and is very peaceful.

Heron lake map (depths)

Speci 1 lake map (depths)

Speci 2 lake map (depths)

FISHING BAITS
PINIONS

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Saturday 9am until 5pm 

Sunday 10am until 4pm 

01622 718580

www.pinionsfishingbaits.co.uk 

WhatsApp us on

07808 645806

Check out our Instagram page

#pinionsfishingbaits

DELIVERY 
SERVICE

AVAILABLE

431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB 
(only 5 minutes from M20 Junction 5)  Ample FREE parking

Rules 

• Dip all nets, slings, unhooking mats and cradles before entering 
   any lakes or you will be asked to leave.

• No takeaways after 6pm

• No bins on site, so take all rubbish home including your fag butts

• Please read all the rules for each lake 
   www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk

• No keep nets unless authorised by a member of staff

• Single hooks when pike fishing ‘No Trebles’

Unit 2, Coopers Lane, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3ZD
www.canterburyboilerspares.co.uk
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Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes, £15 for the specimen lakes 
rising to £25 for a 24 hour ticket (£5 extra for a third rod). 

Gates open at 7am and close at 7pm
SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £5 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality lakes for all. There is one specimen 
lake for carp up to 30lbs+, one specimen predator lake for carp to 27lbs+, catfish to 60lbs+ and pike,  
one match lake with twenty-two purpose built swims, one coarse lake and finally a tench/family pond.  

Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower, wet room and kitchen facilities.  
This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!

To book, please call or text us on 07933 934942
or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk

Email : greenacresfarmfishery@gmail.com

GREENACRES FARM FISHERY

Sissinghurst Road | Biddenden | Kent | TN27 8EH

11 December 2022        

fwi 307 December 2022 - 52pp.qxp_Layout 1  24/11/2022  14:29  Page 11



12 December 2022        Fishery Reports
Beaver Fishery Lingfield, Surrey
To fish Snipe Lake, Westlake (formerly Tuscany Lake) or Daughters
Lake there are certain tackle requirements in force. Please call or look
on our website at beaverfarmfishery.co.uk. As from Spring 2023 all
anglers on Westlake will be required to have a dedicated Catfish mat.
There will be no exceptions to this rule. Ben and I are excited to
announce that we will again be offering our yearly membership. Please
have a look on our Facebook page for all of the details.
Well, its been a crazy time here at the fishery. Ben and I had set our sights
on continuing the winter maintenance but Mother Nature threw a big wet
spanner in the works. We had to stop what we were doing to try and fend
off the excessive amount of water flowing through the fishery. We did
however have a few roads and car parks that were flooded and even Snipe
Lake suffered with all the swims under water for 24 hours. As Ben said,
we've gone from worrying about water in the Summer to worrying about
water now. Crazy! Here are a selection of catches, PBs and firsts:
Snipe Lake  Jamie Hughes came back to us after a bit of a lay off and
was rewarded with a 21lbs common, Ian York had the Big Lin at 26lbs,
Sam Rogers banked a 17lbs 15ozs common and 2 mirrors at 23lbs 2ozs
and 29lbs 6ozs, Raymond Box landed a 17lbs 2ozs stockie mirror and
then a 29lbs common, Jeff Firth had a 23lbs 13ozs mirror, Alan ‘Tipper’
Tipping had a 23lbs mirror, Daniel Sanderson had a PB when he banked
a 32lbs common, Grant Clark banked Stumpy Tail at an impressive
weight of 22lbs 8ozs, Steven Gallagher had 2 mirrors at 18lbs and
26lbs 1oz, Phil Clegg decided to do a day session after a run of weekend
blanks and landed a 20lbs 10ozs stockie mirror and Simon Wellbourne
was over the moon when he banked not only his target fish but a new
PB as well in the shape of Hayley’s Mirror at 37lbs 12ozs.
Westlake  has seen the cats still moving and feeding in this unusually

mild November weather. Les Franklin
banked 6 cats to 62lbs 8ozs, Trevor
Jones had a mad session when he
banked 22 cats to 40lbs, Peter Ellis ended his bad run and has banked cats to 48lbs, Alexx Hope had a 35
and then a new PB of 69lbs 4ozs, Graham Jewiss banked 6 to 40lbs, Adrian Buck kept his good overnight
run going when he banked 4 to 36lbs, Andy Watson had 2 cats to 50lbs, Alan Teakle is a cat catching
machine, just fishing day sessions he had 8 to 41lbs, and another day session saw him bank 10 cats to 36lbs
and on his next day session saw him bank 6 to 32lbs 5ozs, Dave ‘Oz’ Osbourne has done well banking day
session cats at 36lbs, 40lbs then he banked 6 to 54lbs, Brothers Dave and Phil Parsons have certainly done
well with Dave banking numerous 50’s to 56lbs while Phil banked numerous cats to the 50’s as well and 
Ben Wheatland had a great session when he banked 2 cats at 51lbs and 61lbs.

Daughters Lake  has been hard going again, with the fish driving the anglers crazy as they have been
boshing and showing constantly. Rick Gallett managed a 16lbs 10ozs mirror, Chris Shepherd had 2 mirrors at
10lbs 5ozs and 14lbs 12ozs and his first ever common from Daughters at 10lbs 4ozs and even I managed to
winkle a 13lbs 14ozs mirror out on a rare overnight visit to the bank.
Majors Lake  before we shut the lake for winter works a few fish were banked. Peter Mew and his Dad had

some lovely tench and a few carp to
low doubles, Alex Chapman had 4
nice bream and a fully scaled 11lbs
mirror, Terry Edwards had a few
including 2 small commons, a 9lbs
ghostie and a 24lbs mirror, Matt Sayer
banked 3 commons to 13lbs 8ozs and
Taylor Elliott had 3 carp to 21lbs 4ozs
while young Mathew Notchev and his
Dad Jordan banked bream to 5lbs, a
6lbs F1, a small common and Mathew
banked a PB 19lbs mirror.

Jeff’s Lake  with a few of our lakes being shut Jeff’s Lake has been a bit busier. John Howe had 7 F1’s and
3 nice bream, Les Parker had a few fish including some decent sized bream and F1’s while the pick of the
bunch goes to Lawrence Marden who has done a few day sessions and fished the lake really well, on one day
he banked 60-70lbs of F1’s and bream and on another day he banked 44 F1’s and 35 bream which shows if you
fish it with the right tactics fish will be banked. 
Please remember to send any catches via WhatsApp on 07710656041.

Grant Clark - 22lbs 8ozs Snipe Phil Clegg - 20lbs 10ozs Snipe

Raymond Box - 29lbs Snipe Sam Rodgers - 29lbs 6ozs Snipe

Simon Wellborne - 37lbs 12ozs Snipe Steven Gallagher - 26lbs 1oz Snipe

Dave Osbourne - 56lbs Dave Parsons - 56lbs Westlake

Phil Parsons - 50lbs Westlake

Chris Shepherd - 14lbs 12ozs Daughters

Lawrence Marden - Jeff’s

Alexx Hope - 69lbs 4ozs PB Westlake Ben Wheatland - 61lbs

Matthew Notchev - PB Majors Terry Edwards - 24lbs Majors
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14 December 2022        Fishery Reports
Mega session for Chris Smith!

Chris Smith sent in this report after a great late Autumn session at Elphicks:

“With three nights ahead of me on Westend lake at Elphicks at the beginning of
November I knew it was going to be tough going with winter approaching! Westend is
a very difficult lake and I had only fished it once before and I came away 'empty
handed....but not this time, I really had a mega session!

I initially spent a couple of hours finding clear areas to present a bait which was really
important with the amount of dead weed present all over the lakebed. I did eventually
have three spots which I was very happy with so in and around the insane amount of
rain we had on the trip I finally got the rods out about lunchtime.

I started by initially baiting the areas with just 3 spombs and a small pva bag for each
rod.

By 7.30pm
on the first
day my left
hand rod
was away.
I couldn't
believe it and after a slow, heavy but dogged fight I had an absolute unit in the net...a mirror that went
47lbs 1oz. At 9pm the same night the right rod was away, I was in shock with two bites on the first
evening and again it was huge, a 43lbs 14ozs mirror!

The next day went by very quiet, in fact there wasn't a day time bite at all. I had to wait until the
evening for a bite, but at 6.30am I was awoken to a screamer on the right rod again and this mirror
went 37lbs 5ozs and one of the best looking carp I've seen. Going into the third and final night I was
hoping for one more bite and the carp didn't disappoint. At 8.30pm the right rod was away again and
I was rewarded with a 36lbs
6ozs ghostie looking mirror.

So with three nights
complete and four fish to
my name, all of which were
mega and giants, I was
chuffed to bits with my last
session of the year due to
work commitments.

Bring on January for more
carp hunting sessions!”
Chris Smith

Lovely Tricklebrook common for Owen!

Owen Browne sent in this report saying he had caught the 'Queen of the
Lake! The biggest common in the lake at 34lbs 4ozs!

“Hi Barry,

I had a recent session at Tricklebrook Fishery on the old speci. After the first night,
during the early hours of the morning I was away with a take on the left hand rod, but
unfortunately that fish done me in some snags. However, shorty after losing that fish 

my right hand rod was away and I was into this cracking common which, according to
young Charlie, is the biggest common in the lake!! It is a new common PB for me so I
am over the moon.

I also had another two fish both being from the new stocking, one at 17lbs and the other
one being a mirror at 15lbs. I am definitely one happy chap!” 

Kind regards Owen Browne

47lbs 1oz

36lbs 6ozs

37lbs 5ozs

43lbs 14ozs

UNIT 5, REGIS BUSINESS PARK, NEW ROAD, SHEERNESS ME12 1HA 
01795 661089
07902 092595

Sheppey AnglingSheppey Angling Sea and Freshwater Angling at affordable prices
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SANDWICH LAKES Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA 
email: enquiries@sandwichlakes.co.uk

Sandwich Lakes is a delightful day ticket fishery in East Kent 
situated near to the Royal Cinque Port town of Sandwich.  

Set in a beautiful countryside location, the venue caters for all 
anglers from the specialist carp angler to beginners.

Our unrivalled facilities include: 
A waterside cafe serving hot and cold food and drinks 

Ladies and gents toilets • Plenty of free parking 
On site tackle shop for bait and tackle • Rod hire 

We can offer our visitors six coarse fishing lakes containing a variety 
of fish from silver fish to specimen carp. Matches and fishing lessons 

can be arranged by contacting our Fishery Manager Kevin Killeen. 

The lakes:
VICTORY LAKE a specimen water of two acres with interesting 
island features and lily pads in the margins. Stocked with commons 
and mirrors to 35lbs along with ghost carp, tench, roach, rudd and 
specimen perch. Night fishing by prior booking available. 
KINGFISHER LAKE this pond is 0.6 acres in size and is heavily stocked with commons and mirrors to 
12lbs and is ideal for bagging up! All eight swims are wheelchair friendly with excellent access direct  
from the car park. A bridge from Kingfisher allows easy access to Victory Lake. 

MATCH LAKES - DAMSON AND VICTORIA one acre in size, each of these lakes are designed for the match angler 
having shallow margins with reeds for summer fishing and a deep drop off for light feeder work and winter fishing.  
They are stocked with a great variety of fish including carp to 16lbs and we believe these are the most uniquely designed 
match lakes in Kent! 
MEADOW LAKE one acre in size with eight marked pegs and traditional grass bank fishing, Meadow is stocked with 
scaley mirrors and commons to 14 lbs. This lake also holds large perch and roach so you will be sure to catch! 
BERRY LAKE is one acre in size and stocked with 3000 F1s, commons, mirrors, roach, rudd, perch and some large bream. 
Float and pellet tactics work well on this lake. IN the summer months, surface sport with mixers produces huge bags of fish. 

Day Ticket Prices: 
1 rod - £8      2 rods - £10      Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) - £25      Under 16s - £6      Sundowner (3pm to 7pm) - £6 

Rod hire (includes seat hire & landing net) - £5    Night fishing 24 hours (by prior arrangement) - £20

Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2022

Tel: 07936 409912

Victory Lake

Berry Lake

Damson 
Match Lake

Meadow Lake

www.sandwichlakes.co.uk 

Holidays at Sandwich Lakes
All bookings 
  

on Sandwich Lakes
We also have a CL site 

for Caravan & Motorhome Club members

30 touring pitches with 16 amp EHU, new toilet 
and shower block with disabled wetroom.

Caravans & trailer tents £15 per night 
Large motorhomes £18 per night 

Pitch fees include EHU 
 and showers! 

15 December 2022        
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Mousehole Lakes Paddock Wood, Kent

Alex - 32lbs 8ozs Kestrel Eddie - 32lbs Kestrel Nick - 18lbs 13ozs Kingfisher Jayne - 3lbs 4ozs Kingfisher

Joff - 36lbs 10ozs Kestrel Ryan - 31lbs 9ozs Kestrel Steve - 28lbs 8ozs Steve - 30lbs 10ozs Kingfisher

Nigel - 16lbs 8ozs Kingfisher Steve - 26lbs 10ozs Kestrel Nigel - 20lbs Kingfisher Kyle - Kingfisher

Ross - 37lbs 6ozs Kingfisher Jason - 19lbs 12ozs Kestrel

Billy - 42lbs 4ozs Kingfisher

Paul - 36lbs 4ozs Kestrel

Colby - Kestrel

Fishery Reports
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A 3-acre specimen carp lake with 
hard fighting fish up to 30lbs. We  

only allow a maximum of 8 anglers at 
a time on to this water which has a 

variety of features to fish to. Langley’s 
is the largest lake at the venue and 
there are a number of additional 
fishery rules in place on this water. 
 The average depth is around 5'.  

Get your tactics right and you can 
expect a great session!

£15 / 12 hours – £30 / 24 hours  
No concessions.

Approx 1/3 mile long with an average 
width of 30', this canalised section of 
water offers anglers the opportunity 

to fish with a pole or rod for a variety of 
fish including crucians, roach, rudd, 

bream, perch and tench. A very 
popular water for those who enjoy a 

more traditional style of fishing.  
The average depth is 4' and there 

are 60 pegs available.
£10 / 12 hours – £20 / 24 hours 

Concessions available. 
Match bookings available.

A more intimate water than Langley’s  
with carp to 20lbs along with a 
selection of silver fish including

roach, tench, barbel and perch. 
With an average depth of 5' and lots 
of features, this pretty water offers all 

anglers a great day out.

£10 / 12 hours – £20 / 24 hours 
No concessions.

An average depth of 4' with lots of 
features, this lovely water is well 

stocked with carp, bream, roach, 
perch and F1s. This water 

is a popular choice for families, 
young anglers and beginners 

and is close to the well 
presented on-site facilities.

£10 / 12 hours – £20 / 24 hours 
Concessions available.

Situated in North Kent, THE WILLOWS ANGLING CENTRE offers anglers a choice of 
three beautiful lakes and the stream, which is a canalised section of water! 

Tel: 01795 520887      www.thewillowsanglingcentre.co.uk 
The Willows Angling Centre, Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham, Kent ME9 9BU  

WE HAVE MOVED TO THE
WILLOWS ANGLING 
CENTRE

WE HAVE MOVED TO THE
WILLOWS ANGLING 
CENTRE

WE HAVE MOVED TO THE
WILLOWS ANGLING 
CENTRE

Find us at 
Bax Farm, Lower Road   

 Teynham ME9 9BU

We buy, sell and part exchange good quality, pre-loved fishing tackle 
Tackle, bait and accessories from all the major manufacturers including: Tackle, bait and accessories from all the major manufacturers including: Tackle, bait and accessories from all the major manufacturers including: Tackle, bait and accessories from all the major manufacturers including: Tackle, bait and accessories from all the major manufacturers including: Tackle, bait and accessories from all the major manufacturers including: Tackle, bait and accessories from all the major manufacturers including: Tackle, bait and accessories from all the major manufacturers including: Tackle, bait and accessories from all the major manufacturers including: Tackle, bait and accessories from all the major manufacturers including: 

SHOP TIMES 
Mon/Tues: 7am – 5pm 

Wednesday: CLOSED 
Thurs/Fri/Sat: 7am – 5pm 

Sunday: 7am – 1pm 

01795 520887

We buy, sell and part exchange good quality, pre-loved fishing tackle We buy, sell and part exchange good quality, pre-loved fishing tackle 
carpersdenonline.com

email: carpersden@outlook.com
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Hawkhurst Fish Farm Hawkhurst, Kent
We would like to start off by wishing all our visitors and readers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year! It’s been fantastic to have so many anglers on the banks this year, with many smashing PBs on our
specimen waters, and plenty of impressive sessions on the pleasure lakes as well.
As normal, we will be closed from 12th December through to 10th February- this time allows our team to
carry out maintenance jobs that we are unable to carry out whilst we are open, as well as giving our fish a
well deserved rest.
You may have seen we are going live on Swimbooker (online booking system) imminently. We are excited to
give anglers a second booking option, but rest assured the office will remain open for phone bookings and
general enquiries as normal.
Wishing you all tight lines for 2023.

Chris Craddock - 30lbs 8ozs Common - Dove Lake Josh Dorling - Main Lake Chris Craddock - Linear - Dove Lake Josh Dorling - Main Lake

Oscar Green Junior - Main Lake

 Adam - 27lbs Common - Specimen Lake

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
These unique high quality embroidered hats 

will keep your grey matter warm and in tip 
top condition this Autumn helping you to 
catch more fish! 
The hats are just £11 each including 
p+p. 
Want one? Simply call 01634 869317 

or 07722 025449! 
You can pay by:  
Credit/debit card / BACS / Cheque 

Want to catch more fish 
AND keep warm?

Catch more fish 
and stay warm with a 

Freshwater Informer beanie hat!

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
These unique high quality embroidered hats 

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
These unique high quality embroidered hats 

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
These unique high quality embroidered hats 

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
will keep your grey matter warm and in tip 

top condition this Autumn helping you to 
catch more fish! 
The hats are just £11 each including 
p+p. 
Want one? Simply call 01634 869317 

or 07722 025449! 
You can pay by:
Credit/debit card / BACS / Cheque 

Freshwater Informer beanie hat!

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
These unique high quality embroidered hats 

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 

Oscar Green - Main Lake

Oscar Green - Main Lake
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Once all your hooks are free
lift out the trace
(or as here a lure) and place
them away from you where
you will not lean or kneel on
them.
•    Have another look around
      just in case there are any
      hooks left from someone
      else still in the fish’s mouth
      and remove them as well.
•    Once unhooked it is a
      case of keeping your hand
      still in the gill cover and
      move one knee back over
      the fish and with your

other hand underneath the fish roll it towards you and support
the body ready to admire your catch and get a picture.
When releasing your fish hold it in the margins support it just
behind the gills and by the tail wrist until it starts to kick and is
sitting in the water correctly, you can then release it and watch
it swim away.

Using long
handled pliers,
you will be able
to reach inside
to free hooks.

•  You can see how far my hand stays away
from any teeth by using long handled tools.

•  If you are struggling with Pliers of Forceps,
then do not hesitate to grab the cutters and
cut the hooks free that way.

•  When unhooking I start with the furthest
hooks first so that you can ease the trace out
of the Pike's mouth.

20 December 2022        

So, you want to try Pike fishing? by Phil Wilkinson
This month Phil looks at safely unhooking pike in the second and final part of his
pike fishing articles.

Pike unhooking
Pike can have several hundred razor sharp teeth in their mouth, but unhooked
properly there’s no reason any harm should come to you or the fish whilst
removing hooks. If you don’t feel fully confident to begin with I do suggest that
you go fishing with an experienced Pike angler who can help you out. Pike may
look ferocious, but they are one of the most delicate fish in our waters so extra

care should be taken when you have
them on the bank. I would suggest
that you use semi-barbed treble
hooks as these only have one barb
which is used for bait holding,
(mine are painted white so I can
identify them easily)  
Meet Gert! 
Gert (pictured left) was made by a
fellow Pike Anglers club coach and
represents a mid 20lbs Pike. She is
used on training courses to teach unhooking techniques in preference to keeping a
live Pike on the bank longer than is necessary whilst letting everyone see how
unhooking is done.

Let's get started!
Once you get your fish safely in the net bring it into the margins and disconnect the hook trace from the mainline so that the rod can be placed out of the way,
preferably back on the rod rests, so it is not stepped or knelt on which could lead to the rod being snapped. This will also mean you do not have metres of line
laying around to catch up on things and get in the way. With the net still in the margins holding the fish safe and secure, prepare your unhooking mat and get
your tools close to hand, this is a lot easier if you have someone with you.
It is a good idea to remove the arms from your landing net so the mesh can be rolled down ready for lifting the fish onto the unhooking mat. Our aim, once we
lift the fish out of the water, is to get it back in the water and released as soon as possible. If necessary, you can always replace the fish back into the landing
net and place it in the margins for a while if you are struggling, DO NOT BE AFRAID TO ASK FOR HELP IF YOu ARE STRuGGLING!

unhooking a Pike
•     Once on the unhooking mate hold the fish securely on its
      back and kneel over it, but don’t put any weight down
      onto it or you will injure it.

•  Be aware that if you feel the fish tense up it could try, and thrash around so keep a firm grip with hand as well as
legs. (I always wear a pair of waterproof trousers as you will end up with wet slimy legs).

•  Note the unhooking tools directly beside the fish’s head within easy reach.
Slide one hand to the side of the centre of the chin, being aware of the sharp Gill rakers inside and grip the centre portion
of the chin. This will expose the gill rakers which are sharp so don’t go in too roughly.

image courtesy of Sam Cox

ESSENTIAL TOOLS FOR uNHOOKING  (from left to right)
•  Long handled Pliers
•  Long handled Strong wire cutters
•  Surgical forceps
•  Smaller forceps
These tools will enable you to reach inside a Pike’s move to
remove hooks and keep your hands away from the sharp
teeth inside.
You will also need a large unhooking mat.

The jaw can now be gently, but
firmly, lifted towards you and the
mouth will open. (You can see the
red gill rakers in the picture). 

1

2 3 4
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LECTURER IN FISHERIES REQUIRED 
AT HADLOW COLLEGE!
To be based at the College’s Hadlow campus. 
Your hours: 37 hours per week (Monday to Friday), 52 weeks per annum. 
Your pay: Spine Points 32C (£28,000 full time equivalent) to 37 (£35,104 full time equivalent), rising to a 
ceiling of Spine Point 39 (£37,251 full time equivalent) with a full teaching qualification. 
Working on the estate of Hadlow College in the Fisheries and Countryside curriculum area, an exciting 
opportunity has arisen for a passionate individual to join the team as a Lecturer. 
You’ll be required to deliver the subject area at a variety of levels from level 2 to level 6 providing support and guidance to your learners as 
they progress through their studies.  Lecturers often form a practical nature working in a range of different on and off-site aquatic environments 
with young enthusiastic people and in a like-minded team.  You will continue to build and strengthen industry partnerships working with 
learners on commercial jobs assisting them to build the necessary skill set required to progress into employment. 
You’ll have knowledge and practical skills within the curriculum area, which may be enhanced by any relevant industry experience, as well 
as a formal qualification (Fisheries Management) that underpins this skill set. 
We need you to be a team player and an excellent communicator, able to maintain a proactive approach and an eye for detail whilst working 
to challenging deadlines. 
Teaching experience, particularly within Further Education, would be advantageous but isn’t essential. Likewise, although a full teaching 
qualification (at Level 5 or above) isn’t required at this stage, you would need to secure this within 3 years of appointment. 
In return, we’ll give you 42 days’ annual leave plus bank holidays (pro rata for part time contracts), and you’ll be enrolled onto the Teachers’ 
Pension Scheme which also includes life assurance. You’ll also benefit from free parking and have access to a range of onsite facilities including 
a nursery (Dartford and Gravesend campuses), restaurants and coffee shops. 

Interested applicants can visit the vacancies section on our website: https://www.northkent.ac.uk/contact/work-for-us

THE CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 8TH JANUARY 2023
We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of students. 

All appointments are subject to the receipt of a satisfactory Enhanced DBS check, providing it to the College for review. 

Business end of a Pike
As you can see from the pictures
right, not only do Pike have large
teeth, but they have hundreds of
smaller, just as sharp teeth, which is
the reason why we need to get a
good grip ready to unhook our Pike
using long handled tools.

I do hope that this short series of
articles have helped and inspire
you to go pike fishing if you have
never done it before! 
         Tight lines, Phil Wilkinson

You can see the centre of the chin in this picture
with a Pike's left cheek raised up.

The gill rakers are clearly shown and are very
sharp and can easily cut you if not careful.

I insert my left hand (I’m right handed) over the
centre of the chin and under the cheek.

Here’s the chin grip in action, it’s easier the larger a
Pike is as there is more room to get your hand in!

Chin gripping on a Pike
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A big hello from the KSL Fisheries Team!
Here is our Winter update especially for Freshwater Informer readers!

Who are we and what have we been up to?

Kent & South London fisheries team
Our work is varied and includes fisheries enforcement on matters such
as illegal fishing, fish movements and rod licence checks. We also deal
with incident responses, fishery management work, planning consent
applications, fish surveys and stocking. We are solely funded by rod
licence funds and all the services we offer are free for all angling clubs
and organisations. Please visit our Facebook page (Environment
Agency – Kent & South London Fisheries Team) to see regular updates
of what we have been up to and how we can help.

What a summer that was...
With one of the hottest and driest year’s on record  what a year it has been for fish and us! We suspect we have had more fish related incidents this year
than any other year to date. 2018 was a tough summer with again prolonged periods of dry hot weather but 2022’s summer has superceded that by some
margin. We estimate over 300 fish related incidents were called into us between June and September with the majority of these being related to the
incredible weather conditions we all experienced.

We responded to multiple incidents of fish in distress due to
large scale algae blooms causing oxygen crashes and water
quality issues. In most cases we were able to deploy
additional aeration to manage these crashes and prevent
multiple mortalities. Having this aeration in place meant we
were literally able to save 1000’s of fish, which is a huge
achievement and relief to the angling community.
The prolonged hot weather also affected some of our river
networks where water levels dropped to their lowest on
record meaning fish were becoming stranded in pools and
being cut off from the remaining flowing water. In these
cases, we were able to carry out large scale fish rescues
and again save countless fish from the hot weather
impacts. With a notable example being the river Mole which
saw a lot of media coverage.

This summer was a prime example of where some of your rod license money goes as it funds incident response, which was key to ensuring the health and
wellbeing of our fisheries and the sport we all love. This year has also shown how vital your intelligence is to us, reporting the vast amount of incidents to
our hotline number 0800807060 gave use the information needed to help and support, making it a huge success. We have a member of the fisheries team
on call 24hrs a day meaning your reports can be looked at and responded to in quick succession.

What’s next...
We are now recovering from the summer period with some fisheries still struggling due to excessive leaf litter still playing havoc with water quality issues. We
will be ensuring all our kit is ready to go again for next year where we will hopefully have normal weather conditions. We are also working hard with multiple
fisheries across the Kent & South London area to create management plans and assist with funding where possible to future protect their waters from the harsh
weather conditions we had this year. Please contact your local fishery officer for any help or information you need to protect your fisheries, we are here to help.

WInTER UPDATE

Aeration deployed at lakes suffering from oxygen crashes

A lovely Chub being rescued Nice Chubb being relocated       Small fish rescue on a river in Kent
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With the winter now here we are heading
back up to our Calverton fish farm in
Nottingham which produces around 600,000
course fish per year for the UK’s rivers and
lakes. Last year we collected and stocked
over 10,000 fish which included Crucian
carp, Tench, Roach, Bream, Barbel, Dace
and Chubb. These were stocked across some
of the Kent and South London rivers and
stillwaters.
We don’t stock without reason, there has to
be a driver for doing this which can be for
example when a pollution incident has
decimated the fish population or if there
have been works done by a club or organisation which improve the habitat where the seed stock is too low.  When stocking angling club still waters this is
done as part of a management plan created in advance by the club with help from us.
This is now the time of year many fisheries are also looking to stock their lakes, this does and will always pose a huge risk to any fishery. We are aware of
fish suppliers currently operating without the correct paperwork and permissions in place, offering to supply, stock and remove fish, in and from waters
across the Kent & South London area. Using suppliers such as this not only undermines legitimate operators, but can also seriously jeopardise the health of
fish stocks. Fish of unknown provenance, that have not been suitably health checked can lead to the spread of fish diseases, parasites and fish kills. Please
get in contact with us if you have any concerns and we will happily advise on best stocking practices.
We have now started our fishery management work to with the aim of helping multiple fisheries with management work such as fish population surveys.
We can assist fishery owners/managers by utilising our survey equipment to provide an accurate representation of exactly what fish and how many swim
around in their lakes. With this data we can work with the angling clubs to create a management plan to future protect the fishery and become the best it
can be from the fish welfare and angling point of view. This work will continue over the winter period whilst the water temperatures are safe to do so, we
book these in advance so contact your local fishery officer to discuss what assistance we can offer your fishery.

What else have we been up to...
We completed our national fish monitoring program at the end of October with fish surveys going ahead on many of the rivers across the patch. Given the
weather condition again this year, our rivers water temperatures were often too high for us to carry out these surveys however we still managed to
complete close to 80% of the planned surveys which was a great achievement. We saw some really good results with some real specimens caught but
more importantly fish from most year classes and various species which indicates good levels of natural recruitment and water quality.   
We also completed all our tidal fish surveys on the Thames from Mucking to Battersea with multiple sites in between. These surveys are carried out twice a
year and give us highly important data to the different fish species in the river both marine and freshwater as well as showing us successful migration rates
and natural recruitment.

Even with the excessive level of incidents we have continued a good level of rod license checks all over the area with multiple offence tickets issued along
with some equipment confiscated and various people ending up in court. However as always, most anglers were happy to see us on the bank and we are

happy to help where we can to make sure you
enjoy your days sport, even if that is setting up
your rods or taking that prize winning photo.
We have also been carrying random Eel patrol
checks as well as any other unlicensed illegal
methods of fishing. At the end of September, a
large haul of unlicensed fyke nets which were
targeting Eels were seized from the river Thames
with 20+ Eels being released back into the river
and all equipment recorded and seized.
As always remember to get in touch with either
your local fishery team or on the hotline number if
you require assistance or notice any illegal fishing
going ahead. Hopefully we will see some of you on
the bank this winter sticking out the cold with a
hot brew. 

Tight lines from your fisheries teamFyke nets being seized

Stocking the rivers last year

Helping Anglers set up

Entering Calverton fish farm
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Carp, Coarse and Vintage Angling Specialist 
Good quality, pre-loved tackle purchased and sold 

Stockist of Korda, Nash, Gardner, Middy, Wychwood, Leeda 
Mainline and many more quality manufacturers. 

Fresh maggots and worms always in stock along with frozen 
deadbaits and a massive range of boilies and groundbaits. 

Come and visit us at: 
Maidstone Road, Wateringbury ME18 5EH 

(opposite the railway station on the B2015)

01622 814296 or 07941 085011
A warm welcome and a great deal awaits you! 

IF SELLING, PLEASE PHONE BEFORE VISITING

TRADE-IN-TACKLE

Our folio of delightful waters include: 
River Wantsum CT7 0QN / a section of the River Stour CT3 1JB 

Marshside Fishery: Homersham Lake & Scroggins Lake CT3 4EB

Day Tickets available at all venues: 
RIVERS: Adult £5 (Juniors to 16 years FOC) 

LAKES: Adult £10 with loyalty card £7 
Junior (aged 14-16 years inc.) £5 

Night Fishing 5pm to 7am: Adult £15 with loyalty card £12 
Night Fishing 24 hours: 

Adult £25 with loyalty card £20 / Junior as for Day Tickets 
Night fishing:

Only by prior booking.
Note: Juniors up to 13 years 

to be with an adult - FOC

Contact Wantsum Angling Association on 01227 678063 
or visit us at  

www.wantsumaa.co.uk  
We can also be contacted via the 

Contact Us message service on the website

Richard has a dabble on the 'Dark Side'!
Kent sea angler Richard Steel had a few days break in Devon recently and had
a go at coarse fishing on a lake at Cofton Farm near Dawlish. He done very well
and landed a fine looking carp, his first ever!
Once home, Richard called to tell me about his first ever carp and how he enjoyed the
experience so much that he had visited Medway Tackle Supplies at Gillingham and
bought himself a float fishing set up! Richard went on to say that he was off to Orchard
Place Farm at Paddock Wood the following day and really wanted to catch a double
figure fish.

The following day Richard 'rocked up' at Orchard Place with his new kit and fished on
lake 13. He fished the waggler in the margins and fed with small amounts of groundbait
and maggots and within the first hour had three fine carp to just over 8lbs. The session
then went quiet for an hour before he was in again and got his wish of a double figure
fish which was a lovely looking common weighing 11lbs 14ozs.

To say he was pleased would be an understatement and I think Richard will be 'puddle
chucking' again very soon! Well done Richard!

 First ever carp! 

 11lbs 14ozs 
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Shirkoak 
Fishery 
and B&B

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

www.shirkoakfarm.com
Follow us on Facebook 
‘Shirkoak Fishery’ 
for regular updates

For more information please call 
Hugh on 07973 410973 

or 01233 860279

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

This beautiful tranquil 
fishery is situated 
on the outskirts of 

Woodchurch village, 
stocked with carp 

to 30lbs+ and 
Pike to 20lbs+. 

Fishing prices start at £12 
for 2 rods for 12 hours.

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

WHY NOT TRY A POD?
Sleeps two people - included is shower, toilet, wash hand basin, kettle, toaster, 

double gas ring, sink, microwave, bedlinen, towels, cutlery, crockery & BBQ.  
Minimum stay is 48 hours at £120 per day for two people including fishing.

Night fishing is permitted 
by prior arrangement 

only. We can also offer 
food delivered to your 
swim, our full English 
breakfast is proving 
extremely popular!

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

OAP TUESDAY 

£10 incl. bacon roll!  
Pre-bookings only

Opening times: 
Mon-Fri: 8.00am to 5.30pm 
Sat: 8.00am to 12.30pm 

Sunday: Closed    Bank Holiday: Closed
check out our Facebook and Instagram 
for the latest news and competitions! 

01444 247757

Cuckfield Road 
BURGESS HILL  RH15 8RE

Cuckfield Road 

www.wylands.co.uk 

9 FANTASTIC LAKES TO SUIT ALL FROM BEGINNERS 
TO ADVANCED ANGLERS

Coarse Fishing 
Ca琀ish & 

Carp Lakes
BOOKING ESSENTIAL   BOOKING ESSENTIAL   

Inclusive fishing and accommoda琀on packages at great prices. 
Touring and camping fields to include electric hook‐up.

Lakeside pod hire 
Toilet and shower facili琀es 

Farm Shop 

www.wylands.co.uk 

Touring and camping fields to include electric hook

Lakeside pod hire 
Toilet and shower facili

www.wylands.co.uk 

Touring and camping fields to include electric hook up.

Powdermill Lane 
Ba琀le  East Sussex 
TN33 0SU

Set in the  
heart of  

1066 country

Senior 
Discount Days 
  Monday 
  Tuesday 
  Wednesday  
JUST £6 ALL DAY 

Private 
lake hire 
available 

on request 

01424 893394On site 
tackle shop 
and snack bar 

Large variety 
of 琀ckets 
available 
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28 December 2022 YOUR CATCH REPORTS
is proudly
sponsored by

This section is where you display your catch to other Freshwater Informer readers. 
Each month, Pallatrax will choose from the featured photos and pick their winner. 
The winner will receive 8 packs from the innovative new GRIPZ hook range. 
The lucky angler will have a packet of sizes 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 and 16, so will
be equipped for all eventualities. This fantastic prize is worth over £40 RRP!

Gripz Fishing Hooks

After extensive research, where the limitations of both barbed and barbless were scrutinised, there has been an
obvious need for improvement thus resulting in this radical design that crosses the boundaries between what we
have had and what we now have. Made from high grade Japanese wire, the key improvement has been the
introduction of a series of minute horizontal grooves on the inside of the specially designed arrow shaped hook point, where
historically the barb would have been. These grooves allow the hook to hold securely in the fish’s mouth when pressure is
applied, as the flesh presses into the grooves resulting in a firm hook hold with no slippage. What are you waiting for?
Grab your rods and head down to your favourite water and remember to take your phone or camera!

To be in with a chance to win this fantastic set of GRIPZ hooks, all you have to do is send us your catch photo via our
Facebook message page or email barnic@btinternet.com Entry is FREE and all coarse fish photos are welcome! From
a carp to a roach, send us your pictures! Please make sure you tell us where it was caught and it’s weight. 

The winner of the PALLATRAX GRIPZ
Hooks Set for NOVEMBER is...

Kirsty Bundy
well done!

WINNER

Harry Devell Ian Inglis - 24lbs Orchard Place Farm Jordan Potts - Coombewood Fishery Andy Payne - 4lbs 9ozs

Anthony Stygal - 48lbs Darenth Mark Day - Sandwich Lakes Richard Steel - first ever carp! Owen Browne - 31lbs 2ozs Elphicks

Mason Laker - 33lbs 10ozs Nickolls Pit Sammy Dunn - Chequertree Fishery Jack Holden - 30lbs Members water Craig Williams - 33lbs 10ozs Cackle Hill

fwi 307 December 2022 - 52pp.qxp_Layout 1  24/11/2022  14:29  Page 28
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Ben Goshawk - 26lbs Pittlands Keir Johnson - 22lbs Estate Lake Jack Holden - 28lbs 4ozs Cotton Farm Joe Glanville - 26lbs Frant Lakes

Kyle Spavins - 36lbs Mousehole Lakes Leah - 33lbs Hartley Lands Nathan Norman - 59lbs 8ozs Elphicks Philip Lane - 18lbs 1oz River Thames

Ricky Pratt - 37lbs 8ozs Elphicks Chris Clark - 31lbs 10ozs Mousehole Lakes Neil Edwards - 20lbs 4ozs Elphicks Gordon Fellows - 23lbs Mousehole Lakes

Danny Clarke - Kent lake Dave Wayman - 16lbs 12ozs albino cat Eddie Taylor-Green - 18lbs on the pole at Wylands Harvey Phillips - 31lbs Cackle Hill

Roy Brett - 22lbs Lovelace Fishery Mike Carter - 21lbs 10ozs Knightingales Mark Day - River Stour Paul Cooper - Autumn crucian

Mat Lambert-Gorwyn - 1lb 10ozs Dom Cole 'Orca' 27lbs
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30 December 2022        Fishery Reports
Tonbridge & District Angling & FP Society
We had the sad news of the passing of one of our lifelong members and former owner of
Tonbridge Rod & Line, Peter Burt. Peter was a very popular man and always helped and
supported the Tonbridge Club and local youngsters getting into fishing.
Prior to the recent heavy rainfall, fishing had been pretty good on all waters. The only exception was the
New Lagoon  which still had the very low summer water level. Barden Lake  was still producing decent
Carp to over 30lbs. Pike fishing has been very good on Barden too, with fish to mid double figure.
The Old Ballast Pit  is still producing Carp to nearly 30lbs, Bream to 9lbs and some small Pike.
Since re-opening, the New Lagoon has fished well with Bream to 6lbs, Tench to over 5lbs and Carp to 9lbs.
Cristian Pupazan took his young son Eric for his first visit to the New Lagoon and absolutely loved it,
catching Carp and Bream. Some good reports from the river, especially Stewart Cottingham's 18lbs of
quality Roach all caught on hemp in a match at the Six Arches. Chris Maxwell and Russell Scott have
enjoyed some good Chub and Perch action on small lures.
Some of the Society members and Committee took part in the recent litter pick around Tonbridge Sports
ground which was put together by Andrew Chadwick from the Angling Trust.
Despite the now very wet weather conditions, Society matches are still being well attended and plenty of fish
being caught. In the latest Houghton Cup match at Hartlake Bridge upstream, with the river being coloured
and pushing through, Larry Howard caught a 2lbs 3ozs Chub and a 3lbs 7ozs Bream using his trusty bread as
hookbait. Our Match Championship looks to be a very tight affair in the second half of the season, with the top
3 being just ounces apart recently. The Society continue with work projects around our waters and the latest
job was improving the swims at Pippins Farm.

Oscar wins at Elphicks!

Peter North sent in this report:  “Myself and Oscar had a wet and windy 24hrs on Sandwich Lake at
Elphicks Fisheries. Unfortunately it was a blank for me, but Oscar managed to catch 5 fish: a small one of
about 1lb,11lbs 2ozs,14lbs 1oz,15lbs 2ozs and a new PB ghost carp of 19lbs 15ozs! Oscar had set a himself a
target of a ghost carp or a 20lbs carp and although the ghostie was 1oz short of the magical 20lb mark he was
over the moon with his catch!" Regards, Pete
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Angling
Societies

MEMBERSHIP FEE 2022/23 SEASON 
Senior Membership – £70  + £10 Joining fee 
Ladies Membership – £30 + £10 Joining fee 

OAP 65 years – £35 + £10 Joining fee 
Junior Members £10 + NO JOINING FEE

Family Ticket (parents + children u16) – £100 + £10 Joining fee  
Flood Barrier Night Ticket  – £175 + £10 Joining fee 

Student 16–18 years – £35 + £10 Joining fee 

View the waters on the web  
www.tonbridgeangling.co.uk

PO Box 131, Tonbridge TN11 8WB 
Contact Martyn on 07802 248861

14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing: 
Carp to 52lb 4oz, Tench to 12lb 8oz, Bream to 19lb+, 
Barbel to 15lb 2oz, Chub to 5lb+, Perch to 3lb 6oz, 

Pike to 31lb 6oz, Crucians to 4lb 6oz and 
Grass Carp to 29lb 6oz. 

Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.

Hastings Bexhill & District Freshwater Angling Association

Established in 1895 the association provides its
members and day ticket anglers with various
lakes and rivers to fish throughout Hastings,
Bexhill and the surrounding area.

We currently have seven waters that provide
a mixture of species at specimen weights to 
suit all anglers' preferences. As well as the
lakes run by the association we also offer
members the ability to fish various
stretches of river in the surrounding area.

The association provides waters to suit all
ages, abilities and interests so there’s
something for everyone.

To apply to become a member please download and
print the application form from our website. 
Complete and return to the Membership officer on the
application, alternatively it is possible to purchase
your membership from any of the tackle shops listed
on our website.

Season runs from 1st April to 31st March.

hastingsandbexhillangling.co.uk

For further information please contact:
Chris Pagan 07429 655237      Steve Potter 07935 268174

Postal enquiries: S Corke, 2 The Siding, Bexhill-on-Sea TN40 1RF 

Normanhurst Lake

Wishing Tree Reservoir

River Rother

The Linton Angling Society - Membership Vacancies
We are a small but friendly club with beautiful lake, 2 ponds, 5 reservoirs and over 8 miles of fishing on the 

River Medway and Beult. Our waters contain Carp to 32lb, Pike 30lb+, Tench 8lb+, Chub 7lb, Perch 4lb and Roach to 3lb, 
including some good Bream and Eels. All year fishing, member’s guest permits, night fishing allowed. We run over 

30 matches a year and have a large junior section. Concessionary rates available for OAPs, Disabled and Juniors.

For further details contact: Jason Tuckey on 07983 569220
e-mail: lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

www.lintonangling.co.uk

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
These unique high quality embroidered hats 

will keep your grey matter warm and in tip 
top condition this Autumn helping you to 
catch more fish! 
The hats are just £11 each including 
p+p. 
Want one? Simply call 01634 869317 

or 07722 025449! 
You can pay by:  
Credit/debit card / BACS / Cheque 

Want to catch more fish 
AND keep warm?

Catch more fish 
and stay warm with a 

Freshwater Informer beanie hat!

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
These unique high quality embroidered hats 

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
These unique high quality embroidered hats 

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
These unique high quality embroidered hats 

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
will keep your grey matter warm and in tip 

top condition this Autumn helping you to 
catch more fish! 
The hats are just £11 each including 
p+p. 
Want one? Simply call 01634 869317 

or 07722 025449! 
You can pay by:
Credit/debit card / BACS / Cheque 

Freshwater Informer beanie hat!

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 
These unique high quality embroidered hats 

You NEED a                                       beanie hat! 

MONKS 1 - 19/10/22 - 20 anglers
1st    Del Lockwood          98lbs
2nd   Simon Dixon            91lbs
3rd   Jeff Davis                 81lbs
4th    Ian Harrington        60lbs 8ozs

ORCHARD PLACE FARM - 26/10/22
1st    John Pantrey          165lbs 8ozs
2nd   John Stepton          145lbs 8ozs
3rd   Ade Marshall           137lbs
4th    Simon Dixon           132lbs 4ozs
5th    Del Lockwood         121lbs 4ozs

ORCHARD PLACE FARM - 16/11/22
A lot harder than of late and a much closer match.
Plenty of rain and mud...!
1st - Simon Dixon            67lbs 8ozs
2nd - Paul Wiltshire        65lbs 8ozs
3rd - Ray Wood                61lbs
4th - Bill Short                 55lbs 8ozs
5th - Terry Golding          53lbs 12ozs
6th - Trev Carmen           51lbs

 THE WEDNESDAY CLuB
MATCH RESuLTS 

fwi 307 December 2022 - 52pp.qxp_Layout 1  24/11/2022  14:29  Page 31



Fishery Reports32 December 2022        

...   naturally inspiring...   naturally inspiring
Furnace BrookFurnace Brook

River-fed 5acre lake with a range 

of specimen fish including:

Tench (5lbs +)

Perch (3lbs +)

Roach & Rudd (2lbs +)

Bream

Barbel

Carp (up to 25lbs)  

furnacebrook.co.uk/fishing
01435 830 835                          enquiries@furnacebrook.co.uk
Trolliloes Lane, Trolliloes, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 4QR

Batsford Hollow
For group overnight stays

Facilities:

• 8 secluded & spacious 

swims

• Bespoke overnight shelters

• Catering facilities

• Showers

Main Lake
Day & overnight tickets

Facilities:

• 16 easy access, spacious & 

secluded swims

• Parking close to lake

• Catering facilities

• Showers

“A piece of 
angling heaven”

Furnace Brook CIC is a Certified  
Gold Standard Member of the 
UN’s Generation Restoration

Furnace Brook CIC is a Certified  

Great Autumn session at Furnace Brook Fishery!

Daniel Read sent in this great report following a memorable session at the lovely Furnace
Brook Fishery in Sussex with Phil and young Ashton Holford:

“I recently took a trip to a day ticket water not too far from home, Furnace Brook Fishery at Cowbeech and
this was my second time there. After catching a 22lbs 8ozs (supposedly the biggest known) on my
previous trip, I didn’t think I could top it! Furnace Brook Fishery is around 5/6 acres in size, tree lined and
overhanging margins and roughly 5.5ft average. I had previously fished the ‘double’ swim and this time
returning with friends I was going for the same swim. We arrived to find that the swim was being re-dug
out and was closed off so we set up just one
swim along from there still being able to access
the far margin spot I had fish on previously. We
arrived as it was getting dark around 4pm on the
Friday evening, bivvy set up, rods out with new
baits sent to me by Marginz Baits. I just had a
cuppa when the left hand rod burst into life, an
epic battle landed a 19lbs common. That wasn’t
all, the fish kept coming that night with 7 fish
landed the smallest being 15lbs 5ozs!

The next morning things slowed up, but showed
it was more of a 'night bite' time with only two
fish during the day. Around 8pm my two rods in
the far margin both on a Ronnie rig, a size 4 curv
shank hook and Marginz Bait monster crab were
back in action again and I had a further four fish
before bringing the two rods in at around 1am
Sunday morning and leaving the quietest rod out
until dawn.The last fish was a 21lbs mirror with a mouth the size of a tennis ball and a head to match!

It really was a 'red letter' session with a total of 12 fish for myself, one being a surprise barbel and my first!
My nephew Ashton also beat his PB now set at 19lbs on the nose and  his dad Phil also smashed his PB now set at
20lbs 1oz. A massive shout out to Marginz Baits for the amazing pop ups that made this session happen.”

Daniel, Ashton and Phil

Ashton
19lbs new PB

Phil Holford
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Facilities include:

On Site Tackle Shop 

12 Car Parks including 
Disabled Friendly Parking 

Shower/Wetroom 

Disabled Friendly Toilets 

Seasonal Snack Bar 
with Hot and Cold Food 

2 huts available for hire

Concessionary Tickets for 
Junior, Disabled and OAPs 

No pre-bookings taken 
for swims 

Win a FREE SESSION with  
our Fish of the Month 

Competition 

Automatic Security Gates 
that close at 7pm (Summer)

6pm (Winter) 

24-hour CCTV

We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds. 
Open 7am - 7pm Summer time and 7am - 6pm Winter time. Day ticket, overnight and long stays welcome.

Eastbourne Road (A22), 
Newchapel, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6HL 
Tel: 01342 324006 
Mobile: 07710 656041 

We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds. 

Email: 
beaverfarmfishery@live.co.uk 

Facebook: beaverfishery 
Instagram: @beaverfishery

Mobile: 07710 656041 

Email: 

www.beaverfarmfishery.co.uk 

Birthday fishing for Freddie at Orchard Place!

Jamie Cause sent in this report after a day's
fishing at Paddock Wood with son Freddie:

“We took Freddie, aged 5, to Orchard
Place Farm for some fishing as that was
his birthday wish. 

What a cracking day it
was! We had around 20
fish and Freddie also
picked up the 12ft rod
and played in a few fish
on it, not bad four his
first go bottom fishing. 

I didn’t get to use my
rods much today!"

Regards,
Jamie and Freddie

Fishery Reports
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At Orchard Place Farm you can surround yourself in the 
natural beauty of the Kent countryside, located just outside of the picturesque town of Paddock Wood, and only 

8 miles from Maidstone. The fishery boasts 13 lakes - 10 carp and catfish lakes and 3 match/pleasure lakes. 
FULLY FUNCTIONING LAKE 13 - CARP & CATFISH WATER

Carp to 49lb+

www.orchardplacefarmfishing.co.uk
Tackle/bait/shop situated in the main car park, 

stocking all top bait brands including 
worms maggots etc. Everything you need at 

VERY competitive prices.

MATCH/
PLEASURE 

LAKES 
DAY TICKETS 
2 RODS - £10

CONCESSIONS 1 ROD - £8

SPECIMEN 

LAKES

DAY TICKETS 

AVAILABLE

24HR - £30
48HR - £55

(additional charge

for 3rd rod)

Many swims have disabled access • All-weather pathways leading all 
around the lakes and up to each individual swim • Purpose-built toilets 

located in the main car park (with hot shower) • Between Lake 3 and Lake 4 
(toilet and sink block only) • Block constructed by Lake 7 also contains a 

microwave, fridge and washing up facilities.

FOOD IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FROM MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER

Orchard Place Farm Fishing
13 FISHING LAKES in the KENT COUNTRYSIDE 

Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6NY 

01892 838576 or 07860 608218 Catfish to 112lb+

 Top Lake has five swims, Bottom Lake 
has six and both can be fished on a 
day ticket or lake exclusive booking 

Anglers’ mess on site with fresh 
running water, wash basin and toilet 

New to Orchard Place Farm! 
Horsmonden Fishing Lakes

Carp 
to 38lbs

Top Lake 
Catfish to 85lbs

Bottom Lake 
Catfish to 75lbs

Two beautiful lakes set in mature, 
peaceful Kent countryside in an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

Horsmonden Fishing Lakes, Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 
All enquiries and bookings to Orchard Place Farm Fishery on 01892 838576 
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I have match fished, not to a high level having only won a couple
of matches in my whole life, and have always enjoyed that extra
bit of excitement they give. And from a young age, the older
match anglers proved that by replicating their successful tactics
caught us far more fish. That is not to say you don’t experiment
on the day, but you don’t go wildly off track, especially when it
shows your catch rate keeps on dropping and dropping. The great
match anglers, as part of their watercraft, will also keep an eye on
their fellow competitors, and if one suddenly starts catching more
in the upper levels the savvy ones soon follow.
Now I move onto a subject that is a mystery to me: modern carp
fishing. This is one area that goes completely against the accepted
where hours, days and weeks spent bankside with not the results
you would expect from such time dedicated. This feature is not
designed to be negative, but actually to be a positive by
highlighting this angling ‘anomaly’ and questioning why so many
who follow the modern narrative within the carp scene could
seriously improve their results.
By owning fisheries I have seen a lot and the one thing that
shocks is that modern carp angling seems to completely ignore so
much of the successful approaches that we know will catch you
more. In many ways, it is completely the opposite with clunky and obtrusive terminal tackle, poor bait application and zero thought into actually what the
ingredients of the bait are. If a bait has no food content then it is a lure and, again, another proven angling fact is that quality bait will always outfish poor
quality bait. Alongside this, I have seen so many times where one angler is successful on how they are approaching the day, but those around completely
ignore and stick to their blanking.
I understand brand loyalty, but to the extent where you are not catching as much as you should really is beyond me. If I was fly fishing and the angler
next to me was catching on a different fly would I ignore? No – and I would be begging for the same fly if I didn’t have one on me! The power of naturals
is also completely overlooked, when they certainly have a time and place in all areas of angling including carp fishing, and naturals also include the likes of
hemp, tares and corn.

One recent example is I had two very dear friends, Sue and
Renee, fish my new lake complex, Ashmansworthy Pools. The
lakes are not open until next March, but I want them fished for
two reasons. Firstly, to put some angling pressure on the fish and
secondly, to monitor growth rates. The latter is particularly
important for me with a unique feed programme in place, and
catching them is the only way to evaluate their healthy growth
rates.

36

Joining the dots to success!

December 2022        

The one thing I do know is, I don’t know it all – far
from it! In saying that, I do believe, and there is tons of
evidence to support, that replicating established tactics
within angling goes a long way to consistent results.
If you look at all areas within modern angling, bar one, you see consistent approaches that
never move far away from the proven and that give successful angling results time after
time. I believe match fishing is the best evidence where anglers are truly successful if they
are winning, week in and week out. Over the years they have refined their tactics to be as
unobtrusive as possible, to be as accurate as they can, to focus on bite indication and to
take bait preparation to the highest level. Within the all important subject of bait, they also
fully embrace naturals, from casters and pinkies through to maggots and worms.

If you look at all areas within modern angling, bar one, you see consistent approaches that

POM’S
  PEG
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I designed the Stonze System as a rounded and very consistent
approach which really focuses on all I have learnt over the years,
i.e. to be as unobtrusive as possible with a rig that I cannot beat for
its consistency (Steamlink and Gripz) alongside a choice of baiting
approaches which very much includes the ‘Old School’ HNV (High
Nutritional Value) baits, as both hook baits and free offerings. You
move away from the overall success by changing any part of the
‘System’ at your own peril and the following is a great example of
just such!
I knew Sue had been catching consistently, but Renee had not had a
bite which I immediately thought was strange and so popped down to
see if I could help. I have mentioned here before I get a real buzz
from helping others to catch more, probably now far more than
catching myself and here was a potential opportunity to help. Renee
is also open to learning where some, strangely, have been offended
with such offers – surely every day can be a school day? Renee
showed me her terminal approach and it was so very far away from
the Stonze System as designed, you break one link in the chain and
your results will definitely suffer. On the flip side, Sue was replicating
the Stonze System and catching. Renee’s main issue to me was her
rig. It just did not make sense, in my humble opinion. Whereas Sue

had replicated
my Steamlink rig
to perfection and
her first fish had
been a stunning 26lbs Mirror.  
The only other thing Renee hadn’t been doing was loading her Stonze with high quality Method mix
(Daphnia and Maggot Crush was Sue’s choice), another massive link in the chain which was broken by
not including. I sat with Renee and we went through the rig step by step and it wouldn’t be long
before she was making her own rigs that would certainly work, and over the next couple of days - well
the proof is in the pudding, as they say! It wasn’t long after me leaving her swim that she was into
action and not only landing her first fish, but went on to landing her new personal best carp – a huge
well done, Renee!
So the bones to my piece is think about, and learn from, other areas of angling and question the
narrative of the modern carp scene, as in some areas it really is questionable! By joining those
angling ‘dots’ you can improve your catch rate so quickly, whereas following some of the more
questionable approaches within modern carp fishing will do the exact opposite.

Happy Christmas from us all at Pallatrax!
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       Simon 'Pom' Pomeroy

Chris Brown
Products

   
  
   

Technical Enquiries:
E: chrisofoaks@gmail.com
T: (01892) 723670  

  32” Tench
36” Carp Stalker

42” & 50” Carp Nets
  60“ & 72“ Cat Nets   

  Phil Andrews
Set Up  

Designed & manufactured 
in the UK...
Chris Brown manufactures
a wide range of specialist
big fish tackle 
Visit our online shop now!
www.cbproducts.co.uk
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The Golden Years of Coarse Fishing
by Bob Rolphby Bob Rolph

How the Catfish came to Britain
– PART FOUR
In this, my final chapter of the Catfish story, I am making a dire warning
about the rapid spread of this ferocious non-indigenous specie to our already
rundown rivers systems. They are now present in hundreds of lakes and
rivers to 150lbs and are breeding and growing at such alarming rates that
they will soon completely take over!

Down in the SW of France on the Lot and Garonne river system near to the town of Aiguillon,
friends of mine tell me that huge packs of marauding Wels catfish wait at the foot of weirs on the
river and take live pigeons from the sill, a few inches above the water line. You can see some
astonishing videos  on YouTube of their carnivorous behaviour, they don’t have such wide mouths
for nothing!
Unless we are not careful, the European Catfish (Silurus glanis), Wels or Danubian Catfish will take
over and decimate our 20 native species of indigenous fish which have inhabited our country for
thousands of years. They love the new hotter weather that we are experiencing with global
warming, and along with the Great White Shark, we will see more of them in the coming years, but
not in the Medway, I hope, although they are already present! The Environment Agency is not
happy with the situation, most older anglers are not happy, and I am becoming increasingly
concerned with their dominant habitation in many of our new commercial fisheries. The old Kent
River Board would never have let this happen, and Barry, our editor will not entertain a catfish on
the front cover to compliment this article! The British rod caught record fish committee also refuse
to include it in their yearly record lists, as it’s not a native specie, so we never get to know exactly
what the current rod caught record is. Well, what about the Zander then, that is not a native specie,
and they include it in their list? The record zander is currently 22lbs from Grafham, by the way.
England's biggest cat is 147lbs from lakes in Norfolk and Essex, so we have a long way to go before
we reach the European record of 310lbs from the River Po in Italy, the Ebro and the Dnieper. River
system in Ukraine! This ferocious predator eats anything that moves, and woe betide if they ever
get into our reservoirs and grow on to become 300lbs  monsters! Jeremy Wade could well be
investigating the disappearance of a boatload of trout anglers from Bewl Water! 

By 1990, Kevin Maddox in his
book on catfish listed 33 waters
that held them, and by 2010
this number had increased to
350 lakes according to the Medlar book on Catfish. I would never have
dreamed 54 years ago, after my first cat, that Kent and Sussex would be
producing fish of 75-95 lbs in weight from landlocked commercial fisheries
all just available on a day ticket.
My early days at Claydon were inspirational and ground breaking. It was
the middle lake that held the Catfish, the lower stream fed lake was run by
the Calvert Brick Works A.C. and was great for Tench in the 50s and 60s.
Jim Brennan was the bailiff who lived nearby in an old farm cottage on the
estate, and woe betide if you broke the rules of left any litter, long gone
now, he was 50 when I knew him and used to pop in for a cup of tea!
One day in Sept 1970 we were fishing at Claydon having just landed fish
of 12 ,15 and 20lbs, when Dave Boothroyd arrived in a bit of a huff from
nearby Tring,10 miles away, with news of a huge capture there that day,
which later filled the front page of the old Anglers Mail that week.
Evidently, Frank Guttfield was there photographing a huge 43lbs catfish
that Richard Bray had caught, and would we like to go and have a look!
So off we all went on a wild goose chase to Wilstone Reservoir at Tring
to look at this huge beast, but of course by the time we got there
several hours later they had all gone home and the fish had
presumably been returned to the water although some say it either
died, was sent to London Zoo or was killed. It was never caught
again as far as I know. Sadly all the protagonists of the day are
now no longer with us. This fish set the angling world alight, the
largest freshwater fish ever caught in England, and it set the tone

for what we have today. 
     It was originally accepted as a new British record, and there it has

stayed for 53 years despite bigger fish now being caught each and
every day, the record fish committee refusing to acknowledge any
larger fish to this day.
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Dave Cruickshank collecting Swan Mussels
from the Claydon Reed fringed margins
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Richard Bray
43lbs Wilstone Reservoir

Tring Sept 1970. The last recorded record.
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Catfishing has become big business in Spain on the Rio Ebro and tributary near a place called
Marquenza, inland from Valencia, where 200lbs catfish are caught on beachcasters and the like from
below the Hydro Electric Dam, big carp and roach too, according to Phil Smith. Tony Meers has had
huge cats from here and the river Po in Italy in the past, and Kevin Maddox has written about his
exploits on the Dnieper river in Ukraine in happier times. Cats are all over Europe, and expeditions
of young fit anglers set off each year on the quest to catch a 200lb er. No good for a 77 year old
with a dicky back! I’ve never been tempted , even though I visit the Costas every year, but the Ebro is 300 miles north of me here near Alicante.
My numerous large catfish were all caught between 1968 and 1972, when such fish were unheard of in our country, and some are even now
resident only 2 miles from my house in the Stour Valley, who would have predicted this 54 years ago! Many anglers hate catfish and would have
them forcibly removed from all carp and tench lakes and some fisheries have done just that and have designated catfish lakes where they can eat
all and sundry to their hearts content!
During the summer of '71 when we ended our campaign, four new characters
appeared on the scene and started asking questions about the catfishing at
Claydon and Woburn lakes. Sonny Wing, Vic Bellars, Roy Cox and Bob Baldock
took it all forward into the 1970s and beyond, and Phil Smith and Kevin Maddox
soon joined them taking catfishing to a new level, and starting the catfish club.
I was off on the Tench and Trout trail by then and never returned to Claydon.
There was also a group of prison officers from nearby Grendon Underwood Prison,
led by Paul Martin, who had great success with the catfish of Claydon Lake.
On June 16th 1969 I caught four catfish before breakfast on that memorable
day, all on mussel fished in 4 feet of water over on the far bank, fish of
12,13,15 and 17lbs, which remains my best ever catch in a long fishing career
spanning 66 years, nothing compared to what you lads are catching today of
course , but unique in those far off days. I won several rods for that catch and

was on the front page of the old Anglers Mail! We all have our Red Letter Day and that
was mine.

My wife Sandy and I are
off on a Rhine and Danube
river cruise soon, where
I see that Catfish and
Zander are on the menu!
That’s taking locally
sourced produce a bit too
far, doubt if I will partake,
although that could be the
answer to the catfish
problem! Trouble is, in
Hungary they love a mirror
carp as well on the table,
especially at Christmas
time, with a pint of
German Rauchbier from
Bamberg!
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Richard Brays former record catfish of late Sept 1970 from Wilstone Reservoir Tring in fact weighed in at 43lbs 8ozs and was weighed and photographed by the eminent
angler Frank Guttfield who was tench fishing there at the time. Richard was pike fishing at the time, but the fish died and was offered to the London Zoo, who declined.

However, it was later set up, and is now to be seen in Tring Natural History Museum. Other catfish up to 38lbs have since been taken from Tring and
Marsworth Reservoir produced big ones in the 1930s. No one knew that there were any in Wilstone at the time of the capture! Richard evidently gave up fishing

many years ago, but remains a legendary name in the world of big fish angling. It was the second largest freshwater catch in England,
after Richard Walker's record carp of 44 lbs in Sept 1952. Frank Guttfield died 7 years ago.

Brace of 15 and 17lbs - July 1970

Roy Cox - July 1971

Record catch 12,13,15 17lbs
June 16th 1969

Very best wishesVery best wishes
from me and Ifrom me and I

hopehope you all have a you all have a
great Christmas!great Christmas!
        Bob Rolph
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Medway ManMedway Man
Bob Morris

I have actually not been doing too well on the fishing front of late with the Pike campaign/results having
been brought to a halt (I suspect) by the coloured water on most of the sections of river that I have been
trying to fish. I have mentioned before that these are my least favourite conditions for river piking and
here is more proof of that. Weather has remained fairly mild and what action I have had recently has
turned out to be from Eels. Since the long awaited arrival of the autumn rains I have had a few trips to
try my luck on the barbel front but although high water and even floods can be productive, the amount
of flotsam in the way of leaves and other debris whizzing past can make fishing, even with very heavy
weights, a real chore! I am persisting with this however and I am sure that my efforts will eventually
pay off.
Something that I have been meaning to talk about recently is the greatly increasing numbers of Girls/
Women getting involved in the world of fishing over the last decade or so. This is  great to see and I can't
help feeling that it is a really healthy development for the long term future of our sport. The efforts and
involvement of girls like Beverly Clifford who have really helped to popularise Carp fishing, and fishing in
general forming successful womens teams and organisations and promoting this through social media has
been an extremely positive development - as has the current escalation in interest/involvement in

women's football, rugby etc.
For the first 30 years or so of
my angling career there
appeared to be no real increase
in the numbers of female
anglers and it was indeed a
rarity to find any at all on the
bankside. A couple of weeks
back I bumped into a couple
who were pike fishing close by and I was amazed and delighted to talk
to this lady about recent developments and advances in tackle
/techniques and even political issues affecting our sport. Strangely
enough by coincidence a week later I was sent a report by another lady,
Nicola Osgood, who has been Carp fishing for a while and recently has
taken a great brace of fish at Elphicks Fishery. Having managed to land
a PB of 39lbs 12ozs  she then went on to top it with this superb 43lbs
6ozs fish. Although I rarely feature news stories in this column,
I felt that this one was particularly relevant and fitted in well with the
topic of female anglers
- well done that woman.

Talking of features, I have been continuing with my
experiments on the pike front or the 'University of Esox' 
as I like to call it and thought that this might be an idea for
a regular or semi-regular slot on this column, at least during
the winter months - particularly when I have, perhaps, not
caught much to talk about.

I have actually not been doing too well on the fishing front of late with the Pike campaign/results havingI have actually not been doing too well on the fishing front of late with the Pike campaign/results having

First up this time, of course, I must wish readers of this column a 'Very Happy Christmas'!
I am also extremely pleased to announce that my new book 'Tales of a Medway Man' is now
available and can be obtained directly from myself on 01322 866015 and also from Pets & Bows at

West Kingsdown. All enquiries, including trade, are welcome. There will be a book signing evening at
the Chequers pub at Darenth on Wednesday 7th December from 6pm. See the advert for further details.

Nicola Osgood - 43lbs 6ozs

Bob is continuing his pike studies
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As you probably know, I now use single hooks for my piking and usually
these are used in conjunction with a hair rig. I currently have two
methods of attaching my small deadbaits to these rigs. My favourite is
the one pictured here.
It involves making a small hole through the deadbait at the appropriate
point and then passing an electrical zip-tie through both this and the
loop on the hair rig -  for which I normally use a strong braid. This is then
zipped up to form a strong attachment, with the flat section of the plastic
tye helping to prevent it tearing through the bait on the cast. This system
has proved very successful and it is normal for the bait to still be on when
the pike is landed. Although this is my standard  set-up for attaching
baits, I sometimes use a simple boilie bayonet on the hair when fishing
at close range. The reason for this is that even though I have little
evidence of it happening with the previous method, I  often worried that
when a bait stayed attached to pike end tackles, of old, I felt that it gave
the pike more chance of shaking the hooks free. With the bayonet
method, you rarely get a bait back, which completely removes this
possibility - although, as I said this is mainly a close range option.

I have also been experimenting with different trace materials for piking
recently - after all, as long as they can't bite through it! Float trials are
also on the agenda this winter.  I will keep you posted on the results of
my pike experiments on a regular basis.  Also there is more from the
'University' in my new book Tales of a Medway Man  Available now.

Bob’s zip-tie rig

Float experiments are on the curriculum

Best Fishes &  Reading Material
& I wish you all a

Happy and Prosperous New Year
Bob Morris
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Hello and welcome to the December edition of Junior Informer!
2022 has certainly passed by very quickly and Christmas is almost upon us once again! I daresay everyone is very excited about the coming festive season
and you have all passed on your ‘wish lists’ to Santa. I do hope that your Christmas stockings are full of fishing goodies!
This year has certainly seen lots of amazing catch reports from our junior anglers and we have seen more catch photos than ever before each month. 
I do hope that you have all enjoyed your fishing trips even if sometimes you may have had a fishless day, it happens to all of us at times believe me! 
As mentioned last month, the fishing does get harder at this time of year, but there are still some lovely fish to be caught. Perch and roach are looking their
best and the colours on these fish are amazing when caught during the winter months. Simple float tactics work well for both species and the bigger perch
do like to find somewhere to hide up ready to ambush unwary bait fish, so margin fishing up against features often works well. You may even get a surprise
take from a pike that comes along to investigate!
Do remember to wrap up warm and have some hot drinks and food with you and be careful on the banks as they can get very muddy and slippery!

From all of us at the Freshwater Informer, we wish you a very Happy Christmas!

Warren White

07837 758923
www.coachingcoarsefishing.co.uk

020 7840 9212
www.countryside-alliance.org/the-foundation/fishingforschools/

07956 043922

Henfold 
Bait & Tackle

SCOTTIES Fishing Tackle
25 Southwick Square
Southwick BN42 4FP

01273 592903

u

HENFOLD BAIT & TACKLE Henfold Lakes, Henfold Lane, Newdigate RH5 4RW

TACKLE HIRE AND TUITION AVAILABLE 07956 043922 

A future angling star!

Terry Humphrey sent in this great report of his nephew Teddy and the lad’s
love of fishing: “I thought I'd share these photos of my 13 year old nephew Teddy
Humphrey catching his new Pike PBs, first one of 13lbs and then of 18lbs 14ozs. Teddy
has only recently got into Pike fishing, he started coarse fishing two year ago, and is now
hooked on Pike fishing. He goes lure fishing on a private lake where he lives in Dartford.
Teddy is so eager to get out
fishing he comes home from
school, grabs his 8ft spinning rod
and a net, and runs over to his
favourite swim to get a couple of
hours fishing before his dinner,
without even changing out of his
school uniform!  He has been
catching plenty of jack pike and
perch and was recently challenged
with these two beauties weighing
13lbs and 18lbs 14ozs.  I know he
would be over the moon if he got
his picture into the magazine.”
Many thanks, Terry and Teddy

George does well at Wylands!
Christopher Everett sent in this report: “We booked on to Middle Lake at Wylands
Fishery for a 36 hours session from Saturday morning 7am to 7pm Sunday. My son

George Everett landed his PB 20lbs
common. He trickle fed a nice spot
tight to the margins with 4mm pellet
and then placed a Snowman rig,
size 6 hook, 15mm spicy crab Mainline
boilie topped with a 12mm pineapple
pop up from Sticky Baits.

He was getting regular small bites on his
alarm and eventually the fish roared off.
It was caught at around 2pm. He then
beat his PB with this 21lbs 8ozs common
at 4am on the same rig, but this time
from the middle of the lake.”
Regards, Christopher and George

Happy Days for Charley and Oscar!
A very happy Daddy Charley Lucas sent in this report:

“I took my eldest son
Oscar for a day session
at Bennetts DDAPS
yesterday and the day
was capped off with
this stunner. 

Memories made on the
bank between father
and son, it's what
fishing is all about!" 

Regards, Charley

18lbs 14ozs

13lbs
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Each 'Ready, Steady, Fish' pack contains: 

400g of shelf life Squabs • 3 x medium swivel
Stonze weights of 2 – 2.5 ozs • 3 x Gripz hair rigs
(for 14mm baits use size 8 Gripz, 18mm baits use

size 6 Gripz) • 500g of Carp Crush groundbait/method mix
•  Anti-tangle foam • Boilie stops • Packet of Gammarus

shrimp • Packet of 15 x 10mm pop ups

The fantastic pack is worth over £20! All you have
to do to be in with a chance of winning one of the
‘Ready, Steady, Fish’ packs is to send
your Catch Photo to the Freshwater
Informer by email or by message on the
Facebook page!

WINNER

of the
PALLATRAX
‘Ready,
Steady,
Fish’ pack
for NOVEMBER is... Mollie

Madison at Edenbrook Fishery Amy Sawyer - 22lbs 14ozs Knightingales Archie Richards at Chequertree Jamie and Riley - 42lbs 2ozs Lucks Lane

Finn Matthews 3lbs PB tench - Springwood Fishery Lola at Edenbrook Fishery Finlay Parker - Darenth Stanley Etherington

Charley and Oscar Lucas George Everett - 21lbs 8ozs Wylands Ellie 22lbs Tricklebrook Mercy Devell

Lenny Richards at Chequertree Fishery Joseph Standen-Wightwick - 22lbs 8ozs Iden Wood Max Swift - 13lbs Frant Lakes Mollie with a new PB of 9lbs

Florence at Edenbrook Fishery George Jarrett - 35lbs Cottington Lakes Albie - 20lbs Knightingales Fishery

Luke Ripley and son Jack - 3lbs Pevensey Bay

Archie Richards at Chequertree Fishery

fwi 307 December 2022 - 52pp.qxp_Layout 1  24/11/2022  14:29  Page 43



Junior Informer44 December 2022

December update

It is at this time of the year with winter approaching that things can get hard, a frost over
night that can send water temperatures plummeting on stillwaters which can cause the fish to
switch off, so a change to our local rivers can be a good option, where the winter months as a
general rule are the best time to fish running water.
My all year round work is with one
particular SEN school, Rowhill school
at Longfield who really believe in the
benefits fishing has on their students

and want them to be doing an outdoor pursuit all year round. These students as well as going
fishing do an accredited fishing course such as BTEC or Aims awards, so as the colder weather
arrives in autumn it is important that the timing of the sessions are reduced, as the weather
conditions are cold and the fishing is harder. We normally do a little paperwork  towards the fishing
course indoors and the reward for completing this work is to go fishing! Because the time between
December and April can be tough for fishing we don't only go fishing! In the past we have
volunteered for a local conservation group and got involved in making dams on a brook to stop
flooding and taken part in litter picks at another fishery where we help the owner with plant
control and general maintenance before we have a fish. All these fishing related tasks give the
students new experiences and are hopefully enjoyable.
One piece of tackle that I have been really impressed with recently is a landing net handle from the Tackle Box at Dartford. I will be
honest with you, the Tackle Box sponsor one of our schools on the Fishing for Schools programme and supply us with some rods and
tackle for the work we do with schools and our mental health a disability groups. I know that the TB Darent Valley brand have a cult
following for their rods which are quality built and excellent value money, but it was when using their own brand Darenth Valley
specialist extending handle, 1.6 – 3m, that I realised I had found a real gem for the sort of work I do with young people. One thing
that goes with the territory when coaching young people is that throughout the coaching year there is a need to repair or replace
landing net handles that occasionally get trod on by accident, but to be fair I bet most anglers have trodden on their landing net
handle in the past, I know I have. However, the TB carbon handle is slim and strong and I have had children step on it, but have not
done any damage. Another advantage is the length of the handle, which extends to 3m, which comes in handy when a student has got
a float stuck high up in a tree when we tend  to unscrew the landing net and then screw on a weed cutter, and due to the extra length
of the handle and its strength, we can normally retrieve the tackle. In addition because of the length and strength of the handle if we
accidentally hook a Carp while fishing for silver fish on a whip, we can net the fish further out. A quality piece of kit for the reasonable

price of £34.99.
 Shorne Country Park 
"A good session at Shorne Country Park.
It was really foggy in the morning when
travelling to the park and when I arrived there was no one
fishing on the two lakes, I think the weather had a bit to do
with that. The last time I visited the fishery it was low and
really clear, but today it looked spot on, more cloudy and the
water levels were up. There were plenty of silver fish caught,
we have got to make the most of the mild weather when it
happens as very soon it will be getting colder which will make
these stillwaters harder to fish. A good day to practice using
the disgorger. Thanks to T.W.A.P.S for the use of the lake."

A very Happy Christmas from all of us at Fishing for Schools!

This time of year is never easy for coaching with the weather autumnal and with the
winter approaching. Something that is often overlooked when you enter into becoming
an angling coach is how much the weather plays in our fishing work, especially if you are
going to coach all year round. Realistically, your main coaching work will be from May - November because
the fish are on the feed and weather conditions are at their best, which is highlighted by the numbers of
coaching events that go on in this period. When trying to get young people into Angling there is nothing
worse than them not catching fish, so planning the right time to go and the venue to use is paramount!

by instructor Warren White

Kian from Rowhill with a big Autumn perch

Classroom time!

Fishery maintenance
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It was sitting in the garden of Teapot Island eating
warm apple crumble with ice cream, while watching
my son and his friend fish for free, that I realised,
I might have transformed into a lover of river roaming.
That it was a beautifully warm autumn day; a spitfire
was performing barrel roles overhead, and they had
caught a pike almost first cast, certainly helped.
This new-found love of rambling the riverside,

started by chance, about a month before, after one last, end of school summer holidays, 48hr
night fishing session, at the lovely Monk lakes. After two exciting, but pretty sleepless nights,
followed by all the hassle of packing everything away, I found myself feeling simply too tired to
drive the motorway journey back so, we decided to take the scenic route, promising we would stop for a drink and a rest as soon as we could.
As we went over the pretty Teston Bridge, the boys spotted someone fishing the river and asked if we could pull into the park to look around. I got a much needed coffee
from the kiosk and we took a little stroll down to the bridge, then wandered upstream to the lock. The boys decided this is where they wanted to come next weekend and

to be honest I was interested to see what it would be like fishing without the truck load of kit I had back in my
van! All week the boys researched on You-Tube and through their various fishing video games exactly what we
needed to switch from lakes to river fishing; what spots were best, what rigs/bait they needed and as music to
my ears, how we should pack as little gear as possible. The following Saturday we arrived back at Teston park
early, which was a bit of a mistake as the park doesn’t open until 9. However, it gave us time to have a little
scout about to see any fish action going on before getting our day tickets from the kiosk, along with another
lovely coffee.
The first place we set up was just above the
bridge and soon we were catching small roach
and perch along with our first gudgeon.
Downstream did seem a little more idyllic but
signs said members only. This prompted us to
move upstream and try out some of the other
swims, until we got to the lock. I must admit I
began to realise I was somewhat enjoying the
freedom to move around, but still felt we had a bit
too much kit and I seemed to be carrying most of
it. I was also enjoying the fact there was a lot to
see on the river; paddle borders of all ages, some
with kids and even dogs as passengers, the odd boat, canoes and surprisingly, people fishing from arm chair
sized inflatable boats with flippers on to propel them.
In the after-noon we decided to move above the lock, I had read there was less river traffic there and more
chance of a pike, my son’s goal. Above the lock certainly is very beautiful and as you go through the gate into

the next field you really could be miles away from civilisation. The only new challenge was not fearing the rather long horned cows that grace the bank (and we had
thought geese at the lakes were scary!). After a couple of hours with just a couple more roach and perch, I could see my son’s hopes of catching his pike were fading,
when suddenly I heard a massive splash and him scream. I ran across and I could see him breathing heavily, like he had had the shock of his life. As he had reeled the
lure out of the water, a ‘huge’ pike had leapt clean out of the river and tried in vain to grab it, before landing on the bank and bouncing back into the water. The pike got
away that time, but I could tell my son was hooked and knew next week we would be coming back to explore more of the Medway. We soon discovered you could get 
day-tickets online from the Maidstone Victory Angling Society, which would enable us to explore a lot more of the area. Although membership is closed for the year, a day
ticket at £6.50 gives you an impressive number of miles to roam and some truly stunning places to fish.
Over the coming weeks, we did learn to take less and less kit, and at the same time,
more of my son Beau’s buddies asked to come along, most fishing for the first time.
I thought kids from London might get bored strolling miles of riverbank, but the
opposite proved to be the case, and seeing the excitement of them hooking into
their first fish and working together to land them was a privilege. And finally, after
us all switching to lures, Beau caught his pike and with some awesome teamwork, it
was landed safely. We’ve had several trips to the Medway since, caught more perch,
roach, bream, gudgeon, jack pike and more pike. But it’s not just the fish, it’s the
simplicity of the fishing and the adventure of roaming the riverbank that I love.
Driving home with a car full of exhausted kids, who will brag tomorrow at school
about the fish they caught, is very satisfying.
Don’t get me wrong though, we will still be going to the many beautiful lakes, but I
must admit, knowing you just need to unpack a minimal amount of kit from the car,
when you get home, also has its upside!
                                       Alun Howell, his son Beau and his buddies   

It was sitting in the garden of Teapot Island eating
warm apple crumble with ice cream, while watching
my son and his friend fish for free, that I realised,
I might have transformed into a lover of river roaming.
That it was a beautifully warm autumn day; a spitfire
was performing barrel roles overhead, and they had
caught a pike almost first cast, certainly helped.
This new-found love of rambling the riverside,

started by chance, about a month before, after one last, end of school summer holidays, 48hr

drive the motorway journey back so, we decided to take the scenic route, promising we would stop for a drink and a rest as soon

The River Roamers: 
Learning Less Is More

  by Alun Howell

drive the motorway journey back so, we decided to take the scenic route, promising we would stop for a drink and a rest as soon as we could.drive the motorway journey back so, we decided to take the scenic route, promising we would stop for a drink and a rest as soon as we could.
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Our Fishery has now recovered from the drought and water levels and temperature are back to
normal at long last. We have recently stocked all 3 lakes with Blues and Rainbows and our
Anglers are enjoying their Sport catching some larger 7lbs Rainbows (see photo). Current
patterns that are working Black Nymph, Bloodworm and Cats Whisker.
3 Lakes (just under 5 acres of water) are fully stocked with quality Rainbows, Blues & Brownies
(3lbs-14lbs) so make sure you fish them all when you are here to get the maximum out of your
visit, moving every 30 mins. We do request that our Brownies are returned to the water.
Our Lakeside Fishery Lodge is open for you to enjoy providing tea/coffee with our compliments.
We have great facilities with kitchen/dining/sofa, toilet and lakeside balcony where you can
relax. All this adds to a good fishing experience for friends and family at Tenterden.  

CHRISTMAS CLOSING – Our fishery will be closed on
Christmas Day & Boxing Day only so that our Anglers

can enjoy their sport over the festivities.

Please call 01580 763201 or email gaynor@coombe-farm.com to book your fishing to avoid
disappointment. If we don’t answer please leave a message, name and number and we will get
back to you asap. We will limit our numbers to 12 Anglers fishing at any one time.  

Stay & Fish  Our Shepherds Hut accommodation is open all year round for both Anglers who wish to stay and fish and for other guests who just welcome a short break
away in Kent. We are delighted that it has been well received by guests in our positive reviews. We offer 20% off our permit prices if you stay in our Ghillies Hut.  To
discover more visit our ‘Shepherds Hut’ heading on our website and click on Availability and Bookings which directs you to our Airbnb listing.
Fishing Tuition is available at our Fishery £50 for 1hr 30 mins. Please enquire/book direct with Richard Stokes, our Instructor, email richard@coombe-farm.com if you are
interested in learning a new skill set. Visit our Tuition Page on our website for more info. It is always fun to learn new things in life and you can purchase a lesson as a gift
voucher experience for someone special.

For an up-to-date fishing report please visit our website: www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk and click on News/Fishing Report. You will find an Aerial Tour on our Home
Page so you can view our picturesque Wealden setting.  Please follow us on Instagram and Facebook and visit our Gallery.

Our family run Fishery was established in 1975 and we are one of the Top 50 Stillwater Trout Fisheries in the British Isles and a Trout Master Water. Our Fishery is also a
picturesque Wedding Venue in July, August & early September when we are closed for Summer. Discover more at www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk/wedding-venue  

We offer Gift Vouchers for that special Christmas present which can be purchased by bank transfer, cheque or cash. Call or email and we can email/send them out for you.

We would like to wish all our Anglers and Fishery Friends a very Happy Christmas & New Year. We look forward to welcoming you
to Tenterden Trout Waters over the Christmas holidays for some exciting Winter fishing. Tight Lines – Gaynor, Richard & Audrey   

Tenterden Trout Waters
Tenterden, Kent

TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS
Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road 

Tenterden, Kent TN30 6XA
We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport 

in beautiful Wealden Countryside.
Day Permit £40 = 4 best fish 

Half Day Permit £28 = 2 best fish 
Catch & Release & 

Junior Permits available. 
Regular stocking of top quality 

Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 12lbs
TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE 
TUITION BY APPOINTMENT

A TROUTMASTERS WATER
RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER 

FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH ISLES

Contact (01580) 763201 
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

7lbs Rainbow
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We have had several inches of much needed rain
in the early weeks of November and as you would
imagine this has greatly helped with the water
levels - we're pleased to say that all 4 lakes are
finally full.  As many of you know, we are very
lucky here in that the lakes do not colour up
hugely with the rain as we do not get much run
off from the fields so clarity remains very good.
Brick Lake is the only lake that takes on colour
but this generally clears within a day or two – and
a shiny new cat’s whisker still tempts the trout in
any event.
Fishing has been fantastic recently with consistent
regular catches. The fish of the month has to go
to Bill Frances who caught a stunning 10lbs 12ozs Rainbow from Spring Lake. Uncommon for the double figure fish, it gave a very impressive fight and even took
Bill down to the backing. It slipped out of his net twice so left him panicking that his barbless blue flash damsel was going to lose the fish – thankfully it didn’t and
he bounded into the Lodge all smiles showing off his catch (and apparently it gave him full bragging rights at the pub that evening too!). The old favourite
Rainbow Warrior fly is proving popular again now that the waters are much
cooler, and Damsels are proving fruitful too.
We were thrilled to recently host a memorial day for the late John Carden with
Eastbourne & District Fly Fishing Club. 18 anglers attended with partners and
family joining for lunch. Of the 44 fish caught, the best fish was caught by
Nick Spicer at 8lbs exactly and over £400 was raised on the day towards a
memorial bench. Given that John spent his fishing life always trying for a nice
Brownie but unfortunately not succeeding, it was fantastic to see 2 fine specimens
landed during the morning's fishing too - one of which was caught by John's son!
We have released details of our Festive Competition which is to be held on
28th December. It is sure to be a fun and relaxed competition with bacon rolls,
homemade soup and mince pies included in the cost, it'll be a good morning out
in the middle of the festive period. If you are interested, please see our social
media pages and website for more details. There you will also see that we are
currently running a special offer on fly fishing lessons with Phil which could be a
fantastic gift or a great chance for non fly fishers to give the sport a go! 
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01892 826041 / 07951 30451501892 826041 / 07951 304515 www.springhilltroutwaters.co.ukwww.springhilltroutwaters.co.uk

Brick Farm Lakes
Herstmonceux, East Sussex From November 1st until February 28th 2023

we will swap to our winter opening time of 8am.

Fishing has been fantastic recently with consistent

to Bill Frances who caught a stunning 10lbs 12ozs Rainbow from Spring Lake. Uncommon for the double figure fish, it gave a very impressive fight and even tookto Bill Frances who caught a stunning 10lbs 12ozs Rainbow from Spring Lake. Uncommon for the double figure fish, it gave a very impressive fight and even tookto Bill Frances who caught a stunning 10lbs 12ozs Rainbow from Spring Lake. Uncommon for the double figure fish, it gave a very
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Lakedown – Burwash TN21 8UX [01435 883449]
Lakedown is one of the prettiest small trout waters I know, being local this is
where I chose to try my luck first. With a months’ worth of rain in the first week
of November lakes 1 and 2 were unfishable, due to floodwater. However, lakes 3
and 4 were fishable and several keen anglers were already fishing when I
arrived.

It was a damp dismal morning ans I was keen to get some encouragement, so I
asked the first angler I saw if the trout were feeding or not? The angler was
Mike Kelly, he informed me he’d caught a fish early on but now his takes had
dried up. The point on lake 3 opposite Mike was free so I decided to fish there.
Gradually the sun burnt the mist off and it turned into a very pleasant day. It
was as if someone had flicked a switch, as fish started showing everywhere.
Trout were circulating around the whole lake with the odd one popping up in
open water, halfway between Mike and myself. Try as I might I couldn’t get a
take casting into this area. My next ploy was to cast into quiet spots that hadn’t
seen a fly line or flies this morning. Suddenly a fish rose close to the bank,
under some bushes, almost behind my casting position on the point. A quick
cast saw my floating line and hot head Damsel nymph cover the receding
ripples and instantly I felt the line tighten, fish on! I netted my first fish of the
day, always a relief. I despatched it, then using my marrow spoon I scouped its
stomach contents to see what it was feeding on. Examining the stomach
contents helps to identify the food source, which should influence your fly choice, and also your presentation.

The result of my spooning was conclusive, it was jam packed with Daphnia. This miniscule water flea is like a freshwater plankton, and trout consume it in large
quantities. Although too small to imitate, flies that are orange or have “hot spots” of orange in their heads or tails are very successful at Lakedown.

After this initial success I was unable to capitalise on my findings. A change was required so I switched to an intermediate line and cast into an area I hadn’t
covered until then. I counted my fly line down to twenty, to search much deeper than I’d been fishing. As I started the retrieve, I instantly felt heavy resistance
as a fish grabbed my Montana nymph. I was now confused! I had caught two fish, on two different flies, on different lines, fished at different depths! Another
quick spooning revealed no food, so I was none the wiser.

I noticed an angler further down the lake, opposite me was catching fish regularly. He was using a floating line, retrieving quickly, soon after casting out. From
this I deduced the trout were shallow and were prepared to chase. I also noticed the trout were coming from the central stream bed where the lake narrows. If
the fish were travelling further up this channel, I would be able to reach them too. Making long casts down-wind, I started getting takes “on the drop” or shortly
after starting my retrieve. I added a third fish to my tally but had to keep changing flies to continue getting chances. Gradually the action slowed and takes
became infrequent. As the light faded, I started to tire and decided enough was enough. A tough and challenging day, although I’d caught a few fish I’d never
really got to grips with what the trout were doing. Oh well, you can’t win them all!

Chalybeate Springs
– Eridge TN3 9JA [07583 071871]
This was the first visit in ages, on arrival I saw Jim Streeter
overseeing a new delivery of stock fish being unloaded. I’m always
reluctant to fish where fresh fish are being stocked. On reservoirs
I would head as far away as possible, but on this occasion it was
impossible as Chalybeate is a small water. I needn’t have worried
as these stockies were eager to explore their new surroundings
and weren’t at all interested in what I had on offer.

Some resident fish had been rising occasionally in front of me. I’d
been watching their movements for some time but couldn’t predict
where or when they were going to show next. So it was a matter
of casting and retrieving my fly as close to the surface as possible
without creating too much disturbance. I was sure these fish were
feeding but whatever it was had to be small, because try as I
might I couldn’t see what it was. I eventually opted for a size 14
G.R.H.E. [Gold Ribbed Hares Ear] nymph.

Trout Informer48 December 2022

Marrow spoon with Daphnia

A selection of Apps Bloodworms

Andy Lush - The Friendly FishermanAnAnAnnAnAnndndndndnddydydydydyy LuLuLuLuLususussususshshshhshshh
Lure Fishing

Lakedown – Burwash TN21 8UX [01435 883449]

Drought what drought?
What a month it’s been, rain, more rain and then gale force winds! 
Not what you want if you’re a boat angler. So, this month I’ve been bank bound,
ducking and diving around several local trout fisheries!
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Fished with long slow smooth pulls, I was able to keep the nymph within inches of the surface. Two fish fell to this method, but it wasn’t the answer as I still saw
plenty of fish that didn’t respond to this tactic.

I returned a couple of weeks later hoping the water wouldn’t be too coloured after all the rain. Thankfully it was ok, but again there were fish showing in the
shallow end that appeared to be feeding, again I struggled to see what they were taking. I opted to use an unweighted red Apps bloodworm fished on a floating
line. Using a jerky retrieve flexes the span-flex legs and these legs also slow the flies sink rate, when I pause the retrieve. I had instant success when I covered
a rising fish close to my margin. I cast my Apps across the disturbed water, paused and watched the leader intently when suddenly it drew tight, a quick lift and
I was into a fish. However, I failed to catch another fish while prospecting, fan casting and retrieving, through the area where I’d seen most activity.

Plan B was to fish a small dry fly. On my previous visit I’d seen enough evidence of surface feeding fish to encourage me to give it a go, especially as nymphing
wasn’t as successful as I’d hoped. I selected a size 14 ‘Bob’s Bits’ Bibio, a very small, ragged black fly. Instant success, first cast! Quickly followed by two further
fish in a matter of minutes! I was still casting blind, fan casting close to some isolated weeds, within easy casting range. Frequent casting is a very successful
tactic with dry flies. As the fly lands it often induces a fish to instantly rise, after that just leave the fly static for about a minute before lifting off and re-casting
to another area. Buoyed up by my success and the fact that very few fish had been caught by the other anglers led me to believe I’d cracked the method today.

I moved away from the shallows down towards the deeper dam end. Out of interest I switched back to the Apps bloodworm and caught two fish quickly, after
missing a third fish I decided to change back to the dry fly. I was keen to see what reaction the Bob’s Bits would get as fish were now regularly rising in front of
me. I didn’t have to wait long, in fact first cast was all it took. The scaled down dry was the answer and it confirmed that the fish were still behaving in a similar
way to my previous visit, lesson learned!

Chequertree – Bethersden TN26 3JR [01233 820078]

This small fishery is situated between Ashford and Tenterden and has a relaxed
atmosphere. As I usually fish there mid-week, I rarely bump into another
angler, which suits me just fine as I can mooch around the lake resting swims
when takes dry up. On my recent trip I was keen to try a new tactic, fishing two
unweighted Apps bloodworms, droppers are allowed here by the way. I was
using a floating line and retrieved ultra-slowly, buzzer style. Again, on a
previous trip I’d seen fish sipping in food, either off or just under the surface.
On my first few casts I tried different countdowns, in an effort to establish what
depth the fish were feeding at. I also tried a mixture of retrieve patterns, first a
slow figure of eight, then slow short smooth pulls and sometimes short jerky
pulls that flex the elastic span-flex legs of the Apps bloodworms. My point fly
was red while my dropper fly was amber. The first two fish took the red point
fly, as I paused the retrieve letting the flies slowly sink through the water
column. After that I switched the flies’ positions, amber on the point and red on
the dropper. To my surprise the next two fish took the red dropper fly, so the
colour was more important than the depth which is very unusual. My next
change was to try a black Apps on the point, this failed completely which again
was a surprise as black is such a successful colour for any fly during the colder
months.

I moved spots after every second fish I caught, this forced me to fish areas I
didn’t favour. By mid-morning I was fishing directly opposite where I’d started.
I’d reverted back to red Apps on the point and an amber Apps on the dropper. I
was counting down to twenty before starting the retrieve now, as the fish had
gone much deeper, since the sun had burnt the mist off. This long pause after
casting gave the fish ample opportunity to intercept my flies “on the drop” if
they were shallower than I expected. I varied the retrieves, starting with a slow
smooth pulls or slow figure of eight, before accelerating into a series of short
fast jerky pulls, then abruptly stopping the retrieve letting the flies free fall
down again. This rise and fall tactic accounted to several more fish which took
savagely as the flies died and fell on the spot.

The action was fast and furious once I’d sussed the method, so much so that it
was difficult to drag myself away. It was only the fading light that made me
stop, I was having that much FUN!

A lean mean fighting machine

Tight lines, Andy Lush

GUIDED LURE & 
FLY FISHING DAYS
WITH ANDY LUSH

Andy offers a guiding service 
for those who want to learn 
more about ‘Lure Fishing’ 

and ‘Fly Fishing’

LURE FISHING  Fish a variety of reservoirs for Pike, Perch and 
Zander. These days are suitable for beginners and improvers who 
wish to ‘fast track’ their way to success.  Learn more about lure 
fishing, the use of boats and fish finders, or just have a FUN day with 
an experienced Predator angler.   

FLY FISHING  One of Andy’s favourite methods, Trout, Carp or Pike 
can be targeted.   

TROUT  Reservoirs or smaller stillwaters in the South East. These days 
are suitable for beginners or improvers who wish to learn ‘how to 
catch more fish’, or just have a FUN day with an experienced fly 
fisherman.  

CARP & PIKE  More anglers are looking to find exciting ways of 
catching their favourite fish. Carp off the top during the summer 
takes a lot of beating. Pike in the spring and autumn, whatever 
their size they are a lot of FUN on the fly! 

TO BOOK A DAY email: info@thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk with your 
contact phone number and Andy will call you back and discuss 
details.

Tight lines, Andy Lush
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  Coarse Fisheries
Beaver Farm Fishery Eastbourne Road
Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL                01342 324006 / 07710 656041
Charlies Lakes
Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH                      07857 539785
Chart Hill Lakes
Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ                             07398 571337
Chequertree Trout and Coarse Fishery
Bethersden, Near Ashford TN26 3JR                                  01233 820078
Coombewood Fishery
Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH        07895 679569
Elphicks Fisheries
Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL                         01580 212512
Eureka Fishery
Nicholas Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4AG           07597 879621
Furnace Brook Fishery and Fish Farm
Trolliloes, Cowbeech, near Hailsham BN27 4QR 01435 830835

Gabriels Fishery
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP                             07730 066088
Greenacres Farm Fishery
Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH 07933 934942
Hawkhurst Fish Farm
Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT                                  01580 753813
Horam Manor Fishery
Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB   01323 840889 / 07707 759364
Horsmonden Lakes
Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ                           01892 838576
Iden Wood Fishery
Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT   01797 280180 / 07906 232225
Knightingales Fishery
Stone–In–Oxney, Near Tenterden TN30 7HA                       07941 176205
Mousehole Lakes Maidstone Road
Nettlestead, Near Paddock Wood ME18 5HR 07725 783405
Orchard Place Farm Fishery
Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY                  01892 838576
Pittlands Lakes
Churn Lane, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood TN12 8HL 07716 065900
Sandwich Lakes Coarse Fishery
Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA        07936 409912
Shirkoak Fishery
Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 07973 410973
The Lakes at Beachborough Beachborough Park
Newington, Near Folkestone CT18 8BW                              07469 809877
Tricklebrook Fishery
Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH 07743 955812
Willows Angling Centre
Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham ME9 9BU                         01795 520887
Wylands Farm
Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU               01424 893394

 Trout Fisheries
Brick Farm Lakes Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS 01323 832615
Cinder Hill Fly Fishing Membership available from:
Email: r.nathan@btinternet.com                                   01892 770903
Coltsford Mill Trout Fishery & Fly Tackle Shop
Mill Lane, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG         01883 715666 / 07798 605867
Spring Hill Trout Waters
Albans Farm, Romford Road, Pembury TN2 4BB                 07951 304515
Tenterden Trout Waters Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden
TN30 6XA      www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk          01580 763201  

 Tackle & Bait Supplies
Absolute Tackle 12 Wealden Forest Park
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ               01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Anglers Den
6 North Road, Pevensey Bay BN24 6AY                              01323 460441
Angling Specialist (ASH)
29 Queen Street, Horsham RH13 5AA                                01403 264644
A.R. Tackle
8 Castle Street, Hastings TN34 3DY                                   01424 422094
Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse Unit T
Rich Industrial Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU          01273 933050
Best Buddies
28 Martello Drive, Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6PH         01303 487144
Bodle Angling
Cuckfield Road, Burgess Hill RH15 8RE                               01444 247757
Camos Carp Cabin
11 Turner Street, Ramsgate CT11 8NJ                               01843 581784
Chris Brown Products                                                   01892 723670
email: chrisofoaks@gmail.com                         www.cbproducts.co.uk
Dens Tackle
73 Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6JN                                01303 267053
Eastbourne Aquarium & Reptile Centre
19-21 Seaside, Eastbourne BN21 3PP                                01323 730635
Gabriels Fishery Tackle Shop
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP                             07730 066088
Henfold Bait & Tackle Henfold Lakes
Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW                      07956 043922
Jack Frost
Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7HB                 01293 521186
Kent Angling Centre
44, Seal Road, Sevenoaks TN14 5AR                                 01732 905088
Medway Tackle Supplies
11 Twydall Green, Gillingham ME8 6JY                               01634 475260
MFC Outdoor Store
9 Station Road, Hailsham BN27 2BE                                  01323 846883
NJ Tackle
150 Milton Road, Gravesend DA12 2RG                              01474 353998
Orchard Tackle
58 High Brooms Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9DB        07494 670328
Pinions Baits
431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB                   01622 718580
Polegate Angling Centre
Unit 7, Birch Industrial Estate, Eastbourne BN23 6PH          01323 486379
Romney Angling
59, High Street, New Romney TN28 8AH                            01797 362889
Sheppey Angling, Unit 5, Regis Business Park
New Road, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1HA                               01795 661089
South London Angling Centre
286 Lee High Road, London SE13 5PJ                               0208 852 4451
Sussex Bait Developments
Falkenvil Fishery, Saltmarsh Lane, Hailsham BN27 2RJ        07971 303949
The Tackle Box
251 Watling Street, Dartford DA2 6EG                               01322 292400
Trade In Tackle Maidstone Road
Wateringbury ME18 5EH                        01622 814296 / 07941 085011

 Angling Clubs & Societies
Bromley (Kent) & District AS PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND       
Email: bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk
Cinder Hill Fly Fishing                                                    01892 770903
                   Membership available from email: r.nathan@btinternet.com 
Fly Dressers Guild (Sussex Branch)
                           New members welcome - contact Simon 07799 484166

Hastings Bexhill & District
Postal enquiries to S.Corke, 2, The Sidings, Bexhill On Sea TN40 1RF

Chris Pagan 07429 655237 / Steve Potter 07935 268174

Linton Angling Society                          Jason Tuckey on 07983 569220
                                           or email lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk
Tonbridge & District A & FPS
PO Box 131, Tonbridge TN11 8WB Martyn 07802 248861
Wantsum Angling Association 01227 678063
or contact via website www.wantsumaa.co.uk
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Mousehole 
Lakes

NINE ACRES - THREE LAKES

BAILIFF ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
FOR UNLOADING YOUR EQUIPMENT  

TO YOUR SWIM

Maidstone Road  |  Nettlestead  |  Maidstone  |  Kent  |  ME18 5HR 

07725 783405  

www.mouseholelakes.co.uk    

Kestrel Lake

Swift Lake
Swift 
Lake

KESTREL LAKE up to 3 Rods 
Day Ticket : £25 

24 hours : £40 

36 hours : £55 

48 hours : £70 

60 hours : £85 

72 hours : £100 

84 hours : £115 

96 hours : £130

5 days : £145        6 days : £160        7 days : £175 

Exclusive Hire up to 6 anglers for 48 hours : £450

KINGFISHER LAKE up to 3 Rods 

SWIFT LAKE (Match/Pleasure) up to 2 Rods   
Day Ticket : £10

Day Ticket : £20 

24 hours : £35 

36 hours : £50 

48 hours : £65 

60 hours : £80 

72 hours : £95 

84 hours : £110 

96 hours : £125

5 days : £140        6 days : £155        7 days : £170 

Exclusive Hire up to 15 anglers for 48 hours : £1,000

Mousehole 

Bait & Tackle
is open 7 days a week for all 

your needs. Contact Joanne 

on 07725 783405 for any  

bait and tackle enquiries.

© NEW CAFE OPEN ©

Kingfisher 
Lake

TOILET & 
SHOWER BLOCK WITH 
DISABLED FACILITIES

FREE shower for overnight 
& 48hr plus sessions
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