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At Orchard Place Farm you can surround yourself in the 
natural beauty of the Kent countryside, located just outside of the picturesque town of Paddock Wood, and only 

8 miles from Maidstone. The fishery boasts 13 lakes - 10 carp and catfish lakes and 3 match/pleasure lakes. 
FULLY FUNCTIONING LAKE 13 - CARP & CATFISH WATER

Carp to 49lb+

www.orchardplacefarmfishing.co.uk
Tackle/bait/shop situated in the main car park, 

stocking all top bait brands including 
worms maggots etc. Everything you need at 

VERY competitive prices.

MATCH/
PLEASURE 

LAKES 
DAY TICKETS 
2 RODS - £10

CONCESSIONS 1 ROD - £8

SPECIMEN 

LAKES

DAY TICKETS 

AVAILABLE

24HR - £30
48HR - £55

(additional charge

for 3rd rod)

Many swims have disabled access • All-weather pathways leading all 
around the lakes and up to each individual swim • Purpose-built toilets 

located in the main car park (with hot shower) • Between Lake 3 and Lake 4 
(toilet and sink block only) • Block constructed by Lake 7 also contains a 

microwave, fridge and washing up facilities.

FOOD IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FROM MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER

Orchard Place Farm Fishing
13 FISHING LAKES in the KENT COUNTRYSIDE 

Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6NY 

01892 838576 or 07860 608218 Catfish to 112lb+

 Top Lake has five swims, Bottom Lake 
has six and both can be fished on a 
day ticket or lake exclusive booking 

Anglers’ mess on site with fresh 
running water, wash basin and toilet 

New to Orchard Place Farm! 
Horsmonden Fishing Lakes

Carp 
to 38lbs

Top Lake 
Catfish to 85lbs

Bottom Lake 
Catfish to 75lbs

Two beautiful lakes set in mature, 
peaceful Kent countryside in an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

Horsmonden Fishing Lakes, Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ 
All enquiries and bookings to Orchard Place Farm Fishery on 01892 838576 
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As I was preparing to write this introduction a comment on the Freshwater Informer
Facebook page caught my eye alluding to the fact that, in the poster’s opinion, we, as
a publication, are too focused on carp. As an observation it is not without merit, but as
an accusation it is, perhaps, without justification. We exist to promote fishing in the
South East, and to share the successes of the
anglers therein.  Carp fishing is an incredibly
popular discipline within our community and as
such, they undeniably dominate the catch reports
that we receive.  However, we are always keen to
promote and share other species, and recent
months have seen specimen pike, perch, catfish,
roach, bream, chub, tench, and even ruffe, grace
our pages. This month we have an exclusive
feature on one of the largest rudd ever reported
from East Sussex. 

Ultimately, the Freshwater Informer is for everyone, and whether your first ever fish, or a
long sought after personal best, we will always do our upmost to  share your successes
within its pages. So if carp aren’t your thing, get out on the bank and target something
else. We look forward to seeing the photographs. Have a great month. 

3 May 2024       

The Freshwater Informer 
email: thefreshwaterinformer@gmail.com

COPY DEADLINE for JUNE 2024 

MONDAY 20th May 2024 at 5pm

The Freshwater Informer cannot accept responsibility for the quality of
goods or services advertised in this publication. All views expressed are

those of the contributors concerned. All images received are accepted
as being true and accurate and as described. 
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Enjoy, The FWI Team. 
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Fishery Reports4 May 2024       Fishery Reports
Beaver Fishery Lingfield, Surrey
Well, what with us having to cope with some horrendous weather
conditions over the last few weeks Ben and I have continued our fishery
maintenance program and we are slowly getting back on schedule. All of
the water works on all of the lakes have been completed, swims
woodchipped and pot holes filled which now leads us onto the beginning
of the strimming and grass cutting season. Here is a quick report on
what’s been happening on the fishing front.
Snipe Lake  has seen anglers banking commons to 32lbs 8ozs,
mirrors to 34lbs 12ozs and the ghostie was banked at 33lbs.
Westlake  has seem most anglers banking multiple catfish to 68lbs.
Jeff’s Lake  has again fished amazing over the last few weeks with
the majority all reporting multiple catches, with the new mirrors, commons to over 10lbs, lots of
F1’s and bream being banked.
Daughters Lake  has seen mirrors banked to 20lbs 2ozs, Fully’s banked to 18lbs 2ozs, commons
to 16lbs and grass carp baked to 27lbs 8ozs.

Eden Pond  has seen the tench waking up with plenty
being banked to 5lbs, bream to 4lbs, carp to 6lbs and
some nice roach to about 1lb.
Maze Lake  has again, like Jeff’s Lake been fishing really
well with anglers reporting multiple catches of mirror
carp, commons and F1’s as well as bream and silvers.
Majors Lake  has again been really productive with
commons being banked to 18lb, mirrors banked to a
new lake record of 27lbs 2ozs, fully scaled mirrors to
19lbs, tench to 5lbs, bream to 8lbs 13ozs and ghosties
to 17lbs 3ozs. 
We issue a catch and fishery report on Facebook every
Thursday and Sunday afternoons to go into further
details of the anglers, their catches and all up to date
news from around the fishery.

Darren Driver - 18lbs 6ozs Snipe

Terry Edwards - 27lbs 2ozs Majors - New Lake Record!

Ed Rayner - 31lbs  Snipe Callum Hutchins - 34lbs 6ozs Snipe

Ion Strate - 1 of 7

Sam Hopkins - 18lbs 2ozs Daughters Dave Russell - 28lbs 10ozs Snipe Chris Shepherd - 20lbs 12ozs Daughters

Steve Thompson - 18lbs Majors Steve White - 32lbs 8ozs Snipe Chris Edland - 30lbs 12ozs Snipe Peter Mew - 17lbs Majors

Martin Smith - 64lbs Westlake
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Facilities include:

On Site Tackle Shop 

9 Car Parks including 
Disabled Friendly Parking 

Shower/Wetroom 

Disabled Friendly Toilets 

Seasonal Snack Bar 
with Hot and Cold Food 

1 hut available for hire

Concessionary Tickets for 
Junior, Disabled and OAPs 

No pre-bookings taken 
for swims 

Win a FREE SESSION with  
our Fish of the Month 

Competition 

Automatic Security Gates 
that close at 7pm (Summer)

6pm (Winter) 

24-hour CCTV

We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds. 
Open 7am - 7pm Summer time and 7am - 6pm Winter time. Day ticket, overnight and long stays welcome.

Eastbourne Road (A22), 
Newchapel, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6HL 
Tel: 01342 324006 
Mobile: 07710 656041 

We are a commercial day ticket fishery and have 2 Specimen Lakes, 3 Coarse Lakes and 3 Ponds. 

Email: 
beaverfarmfishery@live.co.uk 

Facebook: beaverfishery

Mobile: 07710 656041 

Email: 

www.beaverfarmfishery.co.uk 

CARP - COARSE - SEA 
PREDATOR - FLY 

OVER 60 LEADING 
BRANDS 

FRESH & FROZEN BAIT 

AMPLE FREE PARKING 

UNIT T 
RICH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

AVIS WAY 

NEWHAVEN, 
BN9 0DU

01273 933050 
contact.baitbucket@gmail.com 

fwi 323 May 2024 - 48pp.qxp_Layout 1  26/04/2024  11:22  Page 5



6 May 2024       Fishery Reports
Tricklebrook Fishery Five Oak Green, Kent

Keiron Fletcher - 19lbs Mirror Carp Steve - Monster Baits Mirror - Old Lake Body - 24lbs 4ozs Mirror Carp - Old Lake

Charlie Young with 1 of 88 Match Lake Carp in a dayCharlie Young - 25lbs Common Carp - Old Lake 

Scott - 32lbs Common Carp - New Lake Louie Rye - 18lbs 10ozs Grass Carp - Old Lake The Bearded Carper - 32lbs 7ozs Mirror - New Lake

Dave Weyman -  32lbs Common Carp - Old Lake Steve - Monster Baits Mirror - Old Lake
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TEL 07743 955812 | 01892 835453 | EMAIL info@tricklebrookfishery.co.uk 

Tricklebrook Fishery | Colts Hill | Five Oak Green | TN12 6SH
Telephone bookings are to be paid in advance and are non-refundable • Credit and Debit cards now accepted

This fantastic coarse fishery consists of two very well stocked lakes. 
A 4 acre specimen lake stocked with big Catfish up to 50lbs, huge Carp 

up to 40lbs, big Perch up to 6lbs and beautiful Roach over 3lbs. And a 1 acre 
match fishing lake teaming with a variety of species weighing up to 28lbs.

LAKE RULES
1. A TICKET MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE FISHING 

2. ALL NETS, UNHOOKING MATS AND WEIGH SLINGS MUST BE DRY BEFORE 
DIPPING IN THE DISINFECTANT BATHS 

3. NO NUTS OR PARTICLE 

4. BOILIE AND PELLET ONLY FOR SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE - ALL BAIT 
WILL BE INSPECTED 

5. ALL FISH MUST BE RETURNED TO THE WATER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
FOLLOWING CAPTURE. NO STANDING. FISH MUST BE HELD LOW OVER A 
MAT/CRADLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS 

6. MINIMUM 15LB LINE AND NO BRAIDED MAIN LINE 

7. NO SACKING OR RETAINING OF FISH IS PERMITTED. THE REMOVAL OF 
FISH FROM THIS VENUE WILL BE VIEWED AS A CRIMINAL ACT 

8. EACH ANGLER MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 42 INCH LANDING NET AND A 
LARGE PADDED UNHOOKING MAT/CRADLE REGARDLESS OF TARGET 
SPECIES ON SPECIMEN AND BACK LAKE 

9. BARBLESS HOOKS ONLY 

10. NO LEAD CORE, NO FUSED LEADERS OF ANY KIND INCLUDING SAFEZONE

11. NO FIXED LEAD RIGS. ALL LEADS MUST PASS FREELY OVER LEADER 
KNOTS. RIG CHECKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT 

12. RECREATIONAL DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED - IMMEDIATE BAN 
FOLLOWS 

13. PLEASE INFORM FISHERY MANAGEMENT OF ANY SNAGGED TACKLE 
OR FISH 

14. ANY FISH OVER 28LB MUST BE REPORTED TO BAILIFF 

15. NO DOGS ALLOWED 

16. BARBECUES ALLOWED IF OFF THE GROUND 

17. NO BAIT BOATS 

18. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN BEING 
ASKED TO LEAVE AND/OR BANS WHERE APPROPRIATE AND NO REFUND 
WILL BE OFFERED 

19. TRICKLEBROOK IS NOW OPERATING A ZERO-TOLERANCE 
POLICY TO ANY ACTS OF AGGRESSION OR ABUSE 
TOWARDS ITS BAILIFFS AND STAFF 

20. ALL RUBBISH TO BE TAKEN HOME 

OPENING TIMES
SUMMER 7AM - 7PM    WINTER 7AM TO DUSK

find us on facebook and instagram
.

7

Book now on 
Swimbooker
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Last May I competed in the National Tench Championships on Oxlease Lake at the Linear Fisheries complex which boasts some
incredible day ticket fishing over its vast selection of gravel pits. Linear if you have not been there before is situated in Witney near
Oxford and all the lakes hold incredible lake records for all species but it is a very popular and busy fishery. The Tench Champs run by
The TenchFishers group (of which I am a member) will be held on Oxlease Lake again on the 17th to 19th May from midday on the Friday
to midday on the Sunday, a 48 hour event. Last year’s event attracted 34 competitors but only eight anglers managed to put a tench on
the scales and sadly I did not trouble the stewards for a weigh in. 

I learnt a valuable lesson last year, a lesson that over 40 plus years of match fishing as taught me but I went against it at my cost and I
knew within 2 to 3 hours into the event that I had made a huge mistake. I ignored the wind direction and decided to choose a swim off
the wind even though I knew by the forecasts that the wind would not be changing around during the event hours. 

The Watercraft Draw
Leading up to the event I had been watching the wind direction at Linear and for many days a South Westerly was blowing which as we
all know is a perfect wind direction for some bites. Plenty of tench were being caught and some near double figure fish as they go over
the 10lbs mark in fact the lake record for Oxlease is 12lbs 6ozs. So expectations were high and I was dreaming of getting my hands on
that coveted Trophy and pair of Harrison rods worth £500 as first prize. So on the morning of the event arriving round 8am and parking
up I chatted with some of the other anglers as I walked around the lake for the first time, as it was my first visit to the complex. The night
before had seen the wind change completely around and was blowing in a Northerly direction and the reports said it will blow that way
until well after the event. The noted tench swims were in the 30s and one angler fishing the lake in the week on swim 38 had caught 18
tench in a 48 hour session with a good majority of them between 79lbs, great fishing. The draw was going to be a Watercraft draw and
that was scheduled for 11am so I spent a good 90 minutes walking around the lake looking for signs of fish rolling and feeding bubbles.
As I walked over to the bank where the wind was blowing quite hard there was a good chop on the water whereas the other side on the
noted tench bank was flat calm. 

I stood around the middle of the lake in the range of
swim numbers 6 to 10 and although I could not see
signs of fish because of the choppy water it was the
head point of the wind direction and my gut feelings
were sending me the right signals. It felt much colder
than the other side and of course windier but it felt
right and the place to be more by a process of
elimination. The top end of the lake looked like carp
soup as Carp were crashing about all over the place
and I was not here to catch Carp, they did not count
so the thought of playing big Carp for long spells
during event time did not appeal. So I had ruled out
that end of the lake, the other top end of the lake
was ruled out as that was flat calm by trees
protecting it from the wind direction and there were
no signs of fish of any sort. As I walked back to HQ
for the draw I had two options that I was hoping for
should I get an early draw number. Swims 6 to 10 in
the wind or swims 30 to 39 as they were the so
called noted Tench swims but the wind direction was
drawing me towards the wind swims. 

Tench Spring to Mind

Tench at Springtime

May 2024       8
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Decision Time
After a briefing from event organiser Steve Innes of
The TenchFishers the Watercraft draw had arrived
and decision time was fast approaching. Placed on
the presentation table were 34 goody bags which
contained a bag of boilies from one of the sponsors,
an official Championship Cap and badge and most
important of all a brown envelope with a number
inside and that number would determine who will get
in order of 1 to 34 choice of swim. I nervously
opened up my envelope hoping for a low number and
I got number 11 which meant I was going to have a
decent choice of swim to select. As I stood in line
waiting for my turn to select my swim I could see
what the other anglers were selecting on a big map of
the lake, many of the swims in 30s were being
selected first and by anglers that knew the lake very
well. I was starting to doubt my gut feelings of those
windy swims as none had been selected by those
that had gone before me. The only swims in the 30s
left was 30 and 31 and I did not fancy 30 so I thought
if 31 goes then I am off to swim 9. The angler before me said after studying the available swims on the board “31, No I will have 24
instead” and before I knew it I was opting for 31 which was bang opposite swim 9. As I walked back to my car to drive it round to the
drop off point for swim 31 I was casting doubts about my choice and a little peeved with myself that I had gone against my initial gut
feelings but you make your choice and you have to sink or swim by it and sadly for me I sunk along with the entire bank I was fishing as
only 1 tench of 8lbs 10ozs had been caught. 

I am too long in the tooth now to know that I should
not go against my gut feelings especially as the
winner won the event from swim number 8 with
eight Tench and the most ironic thing is when winner
Bruce Ruscoe came up to select his peg there was
only swim 8 left to choose from. It has happened so
many times in the past during my match fishing days
that plenty of times the last peg in the bag throws up
the winner. Out of the 34 anglers eight anglers
caught and most of them were in the windy pegs to
rub salt in the wounds. The event is decided by most
tench caught and second and third placed tied on
two fish each in fact there biggest fish was identical
as well so they had to have a distance cast off to
determine the runner up. 

The TenchFishers are truly exceptional when it comes
to organising events and it was a class event to be
part of despite not having a single bite to show for
my efforts and the only comfort was none of the
noted tench swims produced a single tinca so that
change in wind made a huge difference to the
outcome.

By the time you read this piece I would have competed in the 2024 event at Linear and not only will I follow my gut feelings this time but
I will trouble the stewards to weigh in some tench of mine, I say with fingers crossed. 

Let’s hope that when I write about the 2024 National Tench Championships I have some incredible news to report on. I will be filming
the event for my Fishing Tail Films YouTube channel and I can’t wait to share on film how I get on.

If you are out and about over the next few days searching for a nice tench whether it be sitting behind some bite alarms or using a float
on the lift method then I wish you good luck and remember there is
“a possibility in every cast” especially more so if you follow your gut
instincts.

9 May 2024       

Tight Lines, Russ Evans

Russ - 6lbs 6ozs Swedish Tench

Russ - Tench at Bury Hill Fishery during my match fishing days
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10 May 2024       Fishery Reports
Greenacres Farm Fishery Biddenden, Kent

Speci 1  This lake has its up and down moments because of the weather changing all the time but has rewarded people with some lovely carp
which have fallen to lightly baited areas fishing a solid pva bag over the top. Now that the temperatures are rising, they have been showing
themselves a bit more so don’t forget to top up your spots with bait to keep the fish in your area. Perch fishing on here has been rewarding to
anglers that are willing to fish for them with some just shy of 3lbs. These fish have all been caught on float fishing tactics by using worm or
maggot on the hook and constantly sprinkling maggots over the top on every cast with a
catapult to keep the rudd and roach in the swim that then attracts the big perch. 
Speci 2  The carp have definitely been on the feed in this lake, with one angler having 9 bites
with eight of them being carp and one catfish. The biggest carp was 24lbs and the catfish was
26lbs and were caught on cell boilies in a solid pva bag filled with particle. Now that the
temperatures are rising, I want be surprised that this will change and the cats will be the more
dominant fish and push the carp out to eat the angler’s bait. Catfish will eat anything but to
target them the best method is to use high attractant boilies or pellet like krill boilies or marine
halibut pellet over a large bed of pellet that’s soaked in a fishy attractant.
Heron   People have been having a cracking time on here catching large mixed bags of silvers
and carp on both float and method feeding tactics. Baits that seem to be working is maggots,
castors and worms over a ball of groundbait when float fishing and feeder fishing seems to be
banded 10mm pellets.
Kingfisher   This lake is the one to be on any time of year as it always produces lovely mixed
bags of fish and keeps you going all day. Fish can literally be caught on the top two sections of
your pole on any bait that you wish to use.
Bluebell  Tench and carp are still being caught out of this pond and the key is to bait up little
and often with a pole pot or with a catapult and add a ball of groundbait every now and again
just to keep their heads down grubbing around.
Don’t forget to dip your nets, slings and unhooking mats/cradles or you will be asked to leave.
CCTV IS IN OPERATION!!!!!

Please read our rules online before booking, for any
enquiries don’t hesitate to ring up and ask or drop us a text.
We look forward to seeing you on the bank!!
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Prices start at £10 per session on the coarse lakes. For the specimen lakes prices start 
at £20 for the day rising to £30 for a 24hrs ticket (up to 3 rods). Lessons now available 

for all ages. Gates open at 7am and close at 6.30pm (Winter hours 7am to 5pm)
SENIOR DAY TICKETS ON OUR COARSE LAKES HERON AND BLUEBELL ARE AVAILABLE FOR £8 MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

Located on the Weald of Kent in Biddenden we offer syndicate quality lakes for all. There is one specimen 
lake for carp up to 30lbs+ and perch to 5lbs, one specimen predator lake for carp to 30lbs+, 

catfish to 60lbs+ and pike to 15lbs, one match lake with 22 purpose-built swims, one coarse lake 
and finally a tench/family pond. Facilities include a club house with toilets, shower and wet room.  

This beautiful setting needs to be visited and enjoyed!

To book, please call or text us on 07933 934942
or visit our website www.greenacresfarmfishery.co.uk

Email : greenacresfarmfishery@gmail.com

GREENACRES FARM FISHERY

Sissinghurst Road | Biddenden | Kent | TN27 8EH
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Elphicks has been designed and built with the modern angler in mind.
We have 7 lakes available for day ticket and session fishing. Each 
lake has it’s own parking within easy reach of the swims and all 
swims are ‘all weather’ - either built of Astroturf, stone or bark. 
Please contact the fishery for further information on any of our lakes.

Elphicks Fisheries Spelmonden Road
Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8EL

Tel: 01580 212512
email: info@elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

www.elphicks-fisheries.co.uk

Elphicks Fisheries Horsmonden, Kent

Craig Fitzpatrick - 40lbs - North Lake 02/24

James Makepeace - 35lbs 5ozs - Plantation Lake 02/24

George Everett - Kettles Lake George Everett - Kettles Lake

George Everett - Kettles Lake Tom on Pullens - 42lbs

Peter North - 20lbs 5ozs - Prairie Lake 02/24 Shaun Monk - 54lbs - North Lake 03/24

Elphicks - North Lake Robert Kavanagh - 40lbs - North Lake 03/24

Robert Kavanagh - 38lbs - North Lake 03/24 Tim Steele - 49lbs 8ozs - Pullens Lake

Adam Ellis - 50lbs - Westend 02/24 Dan - 46lbs 6ozs - Pullens Lake

Fishery Reports
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Chart Hill Road  Chart Sutton  ME17 3EZ

www.charthilllakes.co.uk 

charthilllakesChart Hill Lakes

OPEN DAILY 7am to 7pm  (walk-ins welcome)
Night fishing available 7pm to 7am

These lovely family owned lakes just south of 
Maidstone are open all year for you to enjoy!
CLUB AND MATCH BOOKINGS WELCOME      

07398 571337

COARSE LAKE totals 5.5 acres SPECIMEN LAKE covers 1.4 acres

Opening times: 
Mon-Fri: 8.00am to 5.30pm 
Sat: 8.00am to 12.30pm 

Sunday: Closed    Bank Holiday: Closed
check out our Facebook and Instagram 
for the latest news and competitions! 

01444 247757

Cuckfield Road 
BURGESS HILL  RH15 8RE

Cuckfield Road 

FISHING BAITS
PINIONS

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Saturday 9am until 5pm 

Sunday 10am until 4pm 

01622 718580

www.pinionsfishingbaits.co.uk 

WhatsApp us on

07808 645806

Check out our Instagram page

#pinionsfishingbaits

DELIVERY 
SERVICE

AVAILABLE

431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB 
(only 5 minutes from M20 Junction 5)  Ample FREE parking

SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE AT WYLANDS….

SET IN THE HEART OF 1066 COUNTRY

POWDERMILL LANE, BATTLE, EAST SUSSEX, TN33 0SU

. 9 FANTASTIC LAKES BOOKING ESSENTIAL VISIT: WWW.WYLANDS.CO.UK

. COARSE FISHING, CATFISH AND CARP LAKES 

. WE HAVE LAKES TO SUIT ALL FROM BEGINNERS TO ADVANCE ANGLERS 

. LARGE VARIETY OF FISHING TICKETS AVALIBLE 

. PRIVATE LAKE HIRE AVALIBLE ON REQUEST 

. SENIOR DISCOUNT DAYS MON/TUE/WED JUST £6 ALL DAY 

. ON SITE TACKLE SHOP AND SNACK BAR 

. INCLUSIVE FISHING AND ACCOMODATION PACKAGES AT GREAT PRICES 

. LAKE SIDE POD HIRE 

. TOURING AND CAMPING FIELDS TO INCLUDE ELECTRIC HOOK UP 

. TOILET AND SHOWER FACILITIES 

. NEWLY OPENED FARM SHOP 

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 01424 893394 
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15 May 2024       Fishery Reports
BCAC success

for Father and Son team      

Representing Rig Locker, the Father and Son team
of Kevin and Ben Cloke fished the BCAC qualifier at
Linear Fisheries Brasenose 1. Kevin told the FWI
“We set off to linear on Thursday about 2pm and arrived at
4:30pm. After spending the night in the car park we woke up on
Friday morning awaiting the draw. We had a look around the
lake a few times and picked our pegs, definitely liked the look
off A3 zone C zone C1 ,C3. At 9am with notes in hand We went
to the draw where we came 8th on the list. With all our top pegs
taken we ended up going with A3 39 , 40, right in the bay
corner.  We were actually quite happy with as on the Friday
morning we spotted a lot of fish activity. We knew some big
gusts and winds were forecast pushing SSW in the area so were
confident the fish would turn up on the new wind. 
With the van unloaded we set about finding the spots and
eventually got the rods in at 12pm. Within the first few hours I
was into my a fish of 23lb, it was nice to get of the mark early!
A few hours later Ben hooked into one which weighed in at 26lb,
but as the day progressed into Saturday evening we had no
more fish. A SE wind turned on us which definitely didn’t help us
one bit, but as soon the direction changed back to SSW  we had
a 21lb 3oz, and then shortly after Ben had a fish of 32lb 1oz.
Then a couple of hours later we had two more fish weighing
27lb 6oz and 26lb 11oz.
The peg seemed to be a day time spot as we didn’t have any
bites during the night. Bait wise, all fish caught on wafters with
a good bed of Mad baits P- fish and nutz plus doing the business
for us. We weren’t finished yet though, and on the final day we
had a fish early on of 22lb.  Two more fish weighing 16lb and a
32lb 6oz rounded off our campaign. 
Attending the weigh in confirmed that we’d won our section, and
also won outright on Brasenose 1 with a combined weight off
227lb 13oz. Considering we were fishing in 50mph SSW gusts,
with trees falling around us, we were well happy.
A big thank you to Tony Wing for being our runner, and thank
you to everyone involved.”

Ben with a B1 thirty to
extend the pairs lead
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...   naturally inspiring...   naturally inspiring
Furnace BrookFurnace Brook

River-fed 5acre lake with a range 

of specimen fish including:

Tench (5lbs +)

Perch (3lbs +)

Roach & Rudd (2lbs +)

Bream

Barbel

Carp (up to 25lbs)  

furnacebrook.co.uk/fishing
01435 830 835                          enquiries@furnacebrook.co.uk
Trolliloes Lane, Trolliloes, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 4QR

Batsford Hollow
For group overnight stays

Facilities:

• 8 secluded & spacious 

swims

• Bespoke overnight shelters

• Catering facilities

• Showers

Main Lake
Day & overnight tickets

Facilities:

• 16 easy access, spacious & 

secluded swims

• Parking close to lake

• Catering facilities

• Showers

“A piece of 
angling heaven”

Furnace Brook CIC is a Certified  
Gold Standard Member of the 
UN’s Generation Restoration

Furnace Brook CIC is a Certified  

Community Project of the Year      
The Angling and Mental Health Initiative CIC (AMHI) is thrilled to announce that we have been
awarded the prestigious “Community Project of the Year 2024” award. This recognition is a
testament to our commitment to promoting mental health and wellbeing through angling, as well
as our dedication to serving and supporting our community and the development of angling 

The AMHI is a community interest company that aims to introduce people to fishing and highlight
the mental health and wellbeing benefits that it can provide. We have been running Free event
days since spring 2022, working alongside and within the Haywards Heath & District Angling
Society. As of 2024, we had grown significantly where we needed to expand as a separate
company, and now we work with several Angling Societies and Day ticket fisheries. 

We are fully supported by Bodle Angling (our exclusive
sponsor), the Angling Trust, and the Environment Agency. Our
initiative works tirelessly to engage with the community, driven
by our passion and love for angling.  We are also support by
several local companies, who help to provide us with other
funding options and social engagement Adelphi Group of
companies and the Freshwater Informer magazine to name a few. The AMHI offers various
programs and events designed to promote mental health and wellbeing through angling. These
include FREE Event Days: Special events dedicated to providing inclusive angling experiences
for all individuals. Collaboration with Special Needs Schools: Partnering with special needs
schools to provide angling opportunities for students, fostering inclusivity and empowerment.
Social Prescribing: Working with social prescribing programs to offer angling as a therapeutic
activity for individuals struggling with mental health issues. Community Development:
Providing the local community and anglers with fishing events, workshops, and training courses
to help promote social connection, skill development and overall wellbeing.

The ‘Community Project of the Year’ award holds significant importance for the AMHI and the community we serve. It validates our
efforts to make a positive impact on mental health and wellbeing through angling. This recognition raises awareness about the
importance of mental health support within our community. It highlights the effectiveness of our programs and encourages others
to join us in our mission to promote mental wellbeing. For more information about The Angling and Mental Health Initiative, please
contact: Email: enquiries@anglingmentalhealth.fish Phone: 07708 917171 Website: www.anglingmentalhealth.fish

In conclusion, the AMHI is honoured to receive the ‘Community Project of the Year 2024’ award and is committed to continuing our
efforts to support mental health and wellbeing within our community. We extend our heartfelt thanks to all our supporters,
partners, and volunteers who have made this achievement possible. Thank you. Ben Harragan Founder/Director and Lead Coach 
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18 May 2024        Fishery Reports

Junior Coarse Fishing 
Open 10am – 5pm, 7 days a week.  
   

No booking or experience required! 
With 3 very well stocked ponds, it’s the 
perfect place for novice anglers (young 
or old!) to come and enjoy the pleasure 
of catching a fish – or several!  
We’ve got everything covered, from 
equipment hire to rod licences, and our 
water bailiff will be there to offer help. 

T: 01580 753813 E: info@hawkhurstfishfarm.co.uk                 

H a w k h u r s t  F i s h  F a r m  
: info@hawkhurstfishfarm.co.uk

Hastings Road, Hawkhurst, Kent, TN18 4RT 

Check www.hawkhurstfishfarm.co.uk for more info! 

2024 Match Lake bookings 
We still have limited availability for exclusive hire of 

our newly revamped 20 peg match lake. It is very well 
stocked with carp from just ounces to over 12lb!  

Exclusive hire: £175 
or 

£10 per match angler (for 10+ anglers) 
  

Get in touch now to check availability and book in! 

Hawkhurst Fish Farm Hawkhurst, Kent

Jay Nuttall - 30lbs 2ozs Grass Carp - Dove Lake James Weir - 55lbs Catfish - Main Lake

Seb - 28lbs Common - Dove Lake James Weir - 31lbs Mirror - Main Lake
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......

Here at MFC Outdoor Stores we have a huge range of
fishing supplies. From Fox and Korda to Drennan and

Gardener we have a wide range of different brands for
you to choose from. We also have a large range of Air

Rifles and Workwear for those who are interested.

W W W . M F C O U T D O O R S T O R E S . C O M

MFC
Outdoor Stores

Phone: 01323 846883    Email: info@mfcoutdoorstores.co.uk
9 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 2BE 
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LAKE AMY - Carp to over 40lbs

LAKE EVA - Match/Pleasure. Carp 30lb+  Tench 11lb+ 
Chub 5lb+  Barbel 6lb+  Perch 5lb+  Bream and other silvers

DAY & NIGHT FISHING - TN12 9PL

ON-SITEFOODUNIT

For all match and pleasure bookings and enquiries 
please ring Dave 07770 513448

NIGHT FISHING ON ALL LAKES

Claygate Lakes Claygate, Marden, Kent
Lake Eva  Bradley Brown aka ‘Bundy’ had a good time catching a 30lber,
then two days later managed to catch the same fish from a different swim!
This lake is fishing really well with a 32lbs ghostie along with numerous
larger commons and mirrors being banked. Yannis went away happy after
landing a rather fat old common. FCB  baits pop-ups with PVA bags of
matching goo and pellets seem to be working well.
Lake Sophie  Tench are on the feed, worm doesn’t seem to be a bad try along
with prawns catching fish and a bit of bread for later afternoon off the top.
Lake Amy  Kevin Avery, a field tester for FCB baits, has caught
consistently on this brand of bait as have other fishermen that have given it a go. Regulars, Matt, Ben and Jack have also found the fish recently and
with the water temperature starting to rise the lake has now woken up.
Claygate Membership & Day Tickets We are a day/night ticket fishing but due to the cost of living we are offering 12 months membership on all lakes
(membership starting from payment). Visit our website for further details or pop down on a weekend to discuss membership details and have a look around.
Snack Wagon: Mon–Sun hot & cold drinks inc. snacks / Sat & Sun hot & cold food served. WC’s & Showers: Separate men & women’s open all week.
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Jack Frost Tackle Crawley. Crawley’s 
Premier fishing tackle shop for carp 
fishing, match fishing and sea fishing.

NEW CLOTHING SHOWROOM NOW OPEN! 
The South’s LARGEST selection of clothing and footwear. Please see our Facebook page.

WE BUY GOOD

QUALITY SECONDHAND

TACKLE - CALL FOR
DETAILS

SURREY AND SUSSEX SHIMANO SERVICE CENTRE - 01293 521186

•FREE PARKING

•Over 400 rods on display 
•Surrey and Sussex Trakker 

 & Nash Super Centres 
•One of Sussex’s biggest 

 Superstores with 
 two floors and 
 3,500 sq.ft. 

CCMOORE Baits NOW IN STOCK
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Every year around this time, the thorny issue of the close season on rivers arises in the angling press and I noted with concern our
editor’s statement in the April ‘Informer’; so as someone who’s long campaigned to preserve the existing three-month break, I
hope you’ll permit this indulgence. For whilst the recent, seemingly unending rain-lashed winter with its constant floods may have
severely compromised the plans of many keen anglers, it hasn’t exactly been easy for the fish either, with millions of fry deposited
into the fields as fodder for gulls, herons and other predators. In some cases entire year classes of precious silver fish will have
been lost in this way, a harsh reality of our ever changing climate.  
To enlarge on our editor’s assessment of the Mundella Act of 1878 which brought the initial legislation into place, it’s worth
pointing out that it was the coarse angling fraternity around Sheffield where Mr.Mundella, a non-angler, was the incumbent MP
who first approached him with a request for some legal protection to be put in place. Yes it’s true that the initial drafting of the Bill
was left to Messrs Spencer Walpole, an inspector of Salmon Fisheries and Frank Buckland a prominent member of the Piscatorial
Society, both of whom were salmon anglers. However, throughout the subsequent 45 years a number of amendments, mainly
from coarse fishing interests were submitted before the 1923 Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act was passed, the terms of which
remained largely unaltered until the Close season on stillwaters & canals was lifted by the Environment Agency in 1995, amongst
much controversy. In my view, messrs. Walpole and Buckland didn’t do a bad job at the time. For despite our changing climate,
most coarse fish either spawn, or are getting into spawning condition, within the existing three month break; commencing with
perch and pike which generally spawn in March / April (sometimes earlier) and barbel, roach and chub which mostly do so in late
May / early June. Thus in my view, the present arrangements have served us well now for a century and a half; and continue to do
so. Yes they were introduced at a time when many fished for food and few if any fish which were caught, either for consumption or
in competitions, would’ve been returned alive but I think we’d all agree that although the risks faced by our indigenous fish species
have changed; other challenges (increased pollution, over-abstraction, predation, more efficient angling methods) haven’t made
their lives any easier.
As warmer weather approaches, coarse fish feed hard and their
physiology changes as they get ready to lay and fertilise their eggs.
This of course is bound to make them more vulnerable to angling
pressure and a tempting target for over-zealous types hell-bent on
achieving a ‘pb’ irrespective of the fishes’ welfare. Chub in particular
(roach and bream of course too) are often in very poor condition
both prior to and after spawning. I’ve caught chub on fly whilst
trout fishing as early as mid-April, which have been unusually dark
in colour, with very loose scales and dripping milt. They don’t
handle well at such times and in my view, they really do deserve
some peace & quiet as they get ready to spawn and also for some
time afterwards, not just a brief closure of a week or so once
someone has noticed spawning activity, which is about all the fish
get at most still-waters nowadays. 
Due to annual weather variations the present arrangements will
always appear lacking at times. I’ve witnessed barbel spawning on
the Medway in late June and can well understand the calls by some
to have the close season dates changed. However, legislation simply
cannot work like that and if we were to have a close season which
protected all our coarse fish to the ultimate extent, covering all
eventualities, it might well end up lasting from the beginning of
March through to the end of June and even I’d be hard-pressed to
support that. 
Neither is it fair to draw comparisons, as some are bound to, with still-waters; nearly all of which, unlike our rivers, are artificially
stocked to some extent. Carp and tench are far more robust than chub and can endure a lot more handling around spawning time.
Even so, the relaxation of the old close season on still-waters has seen some terrible cases of mishandling, especially on more
popular venues. To give just one example, I have access to a small, snag-ridden but very productive chalk pit which at one time
produced tench to double figures in addition to some good carp and other species. It still holds a large head of tench but they
rarely top seven pounds these days, the biggest ones having long since ended their days tethered to snags on heavy carp tackle,
whilst most of the remaining fish carry the scars of dreadful mouth damage, some having no lips at all. So appalling is their
condition that I can no longer bring myself to fish for them. Can we honestly think the same fate won’t befall chub or barbel in
springtime, that anglers will exercise restraint? Of course not, the obsessive types will be out there in all weathers, day and night
along with the match fishermen and their keepnets, plus many others of the questionable competence and poor handling abilities
which sadly abound on still-waters in springtime. And all that added pressure, along with the advantages wrought by modern
tackle is bound to take its toll on wild fish populations.
Then there’s that recurrent plea that the close season should be based on science; well to some extent it already is, as I’ve
previously explained. But what we mustn’t forget is that angling isn’t a science; it’s a pastime based on principles of fair play and
respect for our quarry, towards which we have a duty of care. If it wasn’t, we’d have long since abandoned the rod & line for nets,
otter-boards and worse. The close season, more than anything else, enshrines that duty in law and is a powerful tool in any
argument against angling. It’s also the only effective legal safeguard we have against illegal fishing or poaching, without which the
EA or Rural Crime Officers would face an uphill struggle in bringing any prosecutions. Just how would it look if we were to abandon
it; a massive own-goal and for what good purpose? Just so that we could get out on the riverbank a bit more often. Let’s not risk
throwing the baby out with the bath water, for goodness sake!
Let’s face it, if people still want to fish in springtime then they can always head for the coast or pick up a fly rod and learn a whole
new skill, as so many of us did in years gone by. Trout and salmon spawn in winter, so they won’t be harming them by fishing in
spring and more anglers taking up this branch of the sport would be an added boost to the tackle trade, which it lost in 1995 when
tens of thousands of coarse anglers no longer took up trout fishing in the close season, a development which also led to the
closure of numerous still-water trout fisheries throughout Britain. 
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Letters to
the editorThe Close Season – A point of view

Stewart Allum

May 2024        

A rainbow on the fly from Dever Springs
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Hi Alex,
Time for an update on my visits to Claygate Lakes. As you
know, my season runs from April to April. Between April 2022
and April 2023 my total catch from Lake Sophie was 620lbs.
For the 23/24  season I set myself the target of catching
1000lbs of fish. Some days it was good on the top, and other
days bottom baits were the way to go. The bream never really
showed. But I caught plenty of carp between showed 4 and 6½
lbs and I moved past the 700lbs mark before the worst of the
winter weather set in.
With the constant rain we had over the winter, I thought that
I would never reach my target, but with the weather improving
I managed to get back out on the bank and in the last couple of
weeks the fishing has really switched on.  
My best day resulted in 143 lbs of carp, caught on chickpeas.
I tend to fish the same swims. Pegs 17 – Peg 20. I think that
the fish swim from one end of the lake to the other, and that by
fishing in the middle you can intercept them as they travel past
you. During my visits between March and April. I managed  to
catch another 294lbs, achieving my target and bringing my
grand total for the year to 1010lbs.       Regards, Robin Piper

As for leaving it up to individual clubs to enforce local rules around
spawning time, I can’t think of anything worse. You’d soon end up
with scenarios where rules would vary from club to club, bank to
bank. In the worst instance a river could be open-season on one
side and closed on the other. Service on several club committees
over many years has done little to improve my faith in their
competence. In most cases, a good number of their officers have
only limited fishing experience (most keen anglers would rather go
fishing than serve on a committee) and club policy is often dictated
by the more vociferous personalities, sometimes to the detriment of
the fisheries they control.
Also; and this is very important, such people (often retired and in
their later years), would have no real statutory powers once the
close season had gone. What would be their recourse when
confronted by poachers? The police probably wouldn’t want to
know….. Yet irrespective of their poor record in some areas, they
and the EA have a statutory duty to enforce the law. Without a
close season, we’d effectively abandon what little legal protection
our wild coarse fish enjoy and once it’s gone, we’d never get it
back. 
As for the issue of combating predation, another argument that’s
frequently put forward; well what can we effectively do about it?
The answer sadly is very little apart from controlling cormorants,
where licences are available to shoot them in certain
circumstances. It’s currently against the law to even cause distress to otters or hugely destructive seals so we really can’t use this
as a valid reason either. 
It’s easy to slip into the habit of viewing our wild fish as commodities, to be exploited as often as possible and, swept along by our
enthusiasm, we’re probably all guilty of that at times – I know I have been. They are however living creatures and deserve a
break. The close season provides us with a creditable standpoint. To give it up would set a dangerous precedent. It would indicate
an abandonment of our duty of care, play right into the hands of the antis and represent a dangerous step towards losing the
moral high ground on fish protection.
Sometimes, I feel it’s not just the fish which need a close season – we too can derive benefit from an enforced spell of restraint.

Repeat capture - 12lbs plus Barbel, January 2024

Well stocked bait & tackle shop 
open from 7am every day. 

24/7 vending machine stocking 
maggots and worms 

Gabriels Fishery | Marsh Green Road | Edenbridge TN8 5PP 
Bait and Tackle Shop: 01732 865355

Email: info@gabriels-fishery.co.uk

www.gabriels-fishery.co.uk

GABRIELS
FISHERY

5 lakes and 
1.25 miles 
of the  
River Eden

Advanced booking 
available 

Toilets and 
shower facilities

Day & night 
session fishing

Camping &  
Caravanning facilities

SILVER  
Match Lake

OAK LAKE 
carp to 30lbs 

Specimen Lake 
ADMIRAL LAKE 

fish to 41lbs

SWALLOW LAKE 
& HARE LAKE 

great for beginners 
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   A Ruddy Great Fish...
24

 There are undoubtedly more anglers in
the UK that have caught a 50lbs carp,

than a 4lbs rudd. That list, however, got
one name longer when it was joined
by Nathan Wood after he landed this

incredible fish of 4lbs 2ozs. What makes
the capture even more remarkable is
that unlike the majority of specimen

rudd, which tend to be caught from the
Norfolk fens or Kent gravel pits, this fish

came from a syndicate water near
Battle, East Sussex. 

The Butterfl
at 31lbs 4oz

May 2024        
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Captor Nathan told the FWI “I primarily joined the water for the carp
but as an all‐rounder I’m always interested in any other species that a
water may contain. Through conversations with the bailiff Steve, I
found out that along with the carp there is a population of decent
sized tench and a very small number of rudd. The water has seen a lot
of unwanted attention from cormorants over the years, decimating
the silver fish stocks and leaving the few remaining fish ultra spooky
and rarely seen, to the point where nobody even fishes for them.

This spring I have been focusing
my efforts on quick overnight
sessions, driving to the lake
after work and leaving shortly
after first light, in an attempt to
target the carp. This particular
session was no different. On
arrival I introduced some loose
feed sweetcorn onto a couple of
spots I had found on previous
trips, followed by two rods, both
baited with trimmed down 15mm bottom baits. Steve was fishing a short way
along the bank, and after a quick chat I made my way back to my swim to
settle down for the night.

At about 11pm I receive a fast take on my left hand rod and, after a slow and
dogged fight, netted a big mirror carp. A fish known as ‘The Butterfly’, it
weighed in at 31lbs 4ozs and certainly made the effort of ‘roughing it’
overnight on a bedchair with no bivvy worthwhile.  With the rod reset, I made
my way back into my sleeping bag, where I stayed until woken by a couple of

liners on my right hand rod. The sun hadn’t risen, but in the dreary half light of dawn I could just make out a few pin
prick bubbles on the spot. I watched and waited when suddenly the bobbin hit the rod with a crack, and the alarm
burst into life. Convinced it was another carp I grabbed the rod and lent into the fish. The fact I could stop it made
me realise that it wasn’t, but the bend in the rod suggested that maybe a good sized tench had picked up the bait.
Steve had heard my alarm sounding and had wandered up the bank and grabbed my net. Both expecting a green
fish to come to the surface, neither of us could quite believe it when a large silvery gold one popped up instead!
There was an air of disbelief as we both tried to comprehend what we were seeing. Was it a small carp? Had a
bream somehow found its way into the lake? No, it was a rudd, and it looked huge!

My weighing gear was still set up from the capture of the earlier carp, and I quickly transferred the fish to the sling
and held it up for Steve to read a weight out. He looked, looked again, and then said ‘your scales

must be broken, let me get mine’ before disappearing back to his swim. He returned in short
order, and we hooked his Reuben’s onto the sling. This time he had to give me a number, and when
he said 4lbs 2ozs it was my turn to shake my head in disbelief. Both sets of scales had given the

same reading, but it still seemed impossible. I started my angling journey as a young kid catching
silvers from a local drain, back then a fish the width of my hand was a real monster, so the enormity of

this true monster wasn’t lost on me. After returning the fish, Steve and I tried to put the capture into
some sort of context. Like me, Steve
cut his teeth float fishing for tiddlers,
and like me, he always takes an
interest in species other than carp.

 Although he didn’t recognise the rudd that I
caught, he’s spent an awful lot of time watching

the water and the stock of the lake, and is
convinced that the largest rudd he’s seen still
bares the scars of a cormorants attention,
but he had never put a weight on it for fear
of ridicule. 

My late father, Patrick, never thought much
of carp angling. Preferring instead to use a

float rod for what he called ‘proper fishing’

When he passed, I inherited his fishing gear, maybe
now is the time to get down his ‘proper rod’ for
some proper fishing, in search of that proper fish!”
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Nathan’s Son, Mason
with an 8lbs Tench  

What dreams are
made of  - 4lbs 2ozs

 May 2024        
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BARDEN LAKE  Some good fishing to be had at the moment with carp to
43lbs being caught, tench to nearly 9lbs and bream to 14lbs 10ozs also
being reported. A couple of pike over the 20lbs mark were reported last week.
HAYSDEN LAKE  Good pleasure fishing off of the platforms being
reported. Mixed bags of silvers with good tench and bream as back up
bonus fish. Two carp anglers were plagued by good sized bream on a
recent session.
THE OLD BALLAST PIT  Carp fishing has been productive of late with
some lovely looking fish being caught. The new platforms are getting well
used by the pleasure anglers as there is a good depth right under your
feet. Pole tactics and the feeder have done well with several reports of
30lbs+ mixed bags which have included some good sized roach.

THE NEW LAGOON  Still fishing well with maggot catching lots of small fish
on the waggler. Prawn is a good bait for the lovely tench on this venue. There
have also been a few good sized perch caught recently.
WEIRWOOD  The south bank has fished very well with some great feeder
fishing tactics at around 30 metres. Mixed bags but predominantly good
skimmers and roach with the odd decent perch on worm.

BARDEN LAKE  Some good fishing to be had at the moment with carp to  Some good fishing to be had at the moment with carp to  Some good fishing to be had at the moment with carp to

Tonbridge & District Angling & FP Society

Fishery Reports
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28 May 2024        

Mousehole Lakes
Paddock Wood, Kent

Gareth & Ollie Hakeman, 34lb Mirror Carp Luke, PB 43lb 8oz Common Carp, Kingfisher

Fishery Reports
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29 May 2024        

fwi 323 May 2024 - 48pp.qxp_Layout 1  26/04/2024  11:22  Page 29



30 May 2024        Fishery Reports

Aspey Beany - 64lbs Catfish - Cackle Hill Fishery Des Maskell (R) - 58lbs 8ozs Catfish - Hawkhurst Freddy Clarke - 80lbs Catfish - Lake B, Pittlands 

Jason - JVA Carpy Adventures - 17lbs Grass Carp Stuart Roome - PB & Lake Record 88lbs - Charlie’s Lake Rochelle - 29lbs 7ozs Catfish - Greenacres Fishery 

Tom Norris - ‘Tilly’ 54lbs Common -  Bluebell Lakes Jude Edwards - PB 45lbs Common - Elphicks North Lake Andrew Hall - 21lbs Mirror Carp - Frogmore Fishery Dan Stanley - PB 44lbs 4ozs - Plantation Lake Record 

Brandon Jessylee - Common Carp - MVAS Water Ben Blackford - 22lbs 12oz  Mirror Carp Neil Wale - Mirror Carp - Members Water

Casey Hogben, aged 13 - 22lbs Common Carp - Cottington Lakes Keith Richardson - Goldfish - Furnace Brook Fishery Ian - 25lbs Mirror Carp - Moor Hall
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31 May 2024        Fishery Reports

5 secluded lakes set in 60 acres of
woodland, containing

Carp to 30lbs, Tench to 5lbs,
Bream to 9lb plus Roach,

Rudd and Chub

Spring Lodge | Iden Wood Fishery
| Coldharbour Lane | Iden |  Rye |

East Sussex |  TN31 7UT

Vehicle access/night fishing
allowed / match bookings taken

Iden Wood
Fishery

Tel/Fax: Andy Ashdown 

01797 280180
Mobile:                                              

07906 232225

Lee Nicoll with a nice Mirror Carp from Shirkoak Daniel Neil - Common Carp - Club Water 

Carl Smith - 19lbs 5ozs Common - Frogmore Fishery Miller Craven - 31lbs 4ozs - RH Fisheries, Monument 1

Dick Iverson - PB Bream - Southern Water Daniel Read - Pre-Wedding Common Carp!

Matt - Common Carp - Syndicate Water Archie Brittain - PB 47lbs Common Carp - Elphicks 

Harley Williams - 14lbs Common Carp - Dartford Lakes Ben Taylor - 2lbs Perch - Furnace Brook Fishery 

Ralph Saunders - PB Common Carp - Majors Lakes Graham Head - 25lbs Common Carp - Monks Lakes 

Ryan Hemsley - 29lbs 4ozs Mirror Carp - Elphicks Alfie Foad - 21lbs Fully Scaled Mirror - Greenacres 

Age UK Event - Sandwich Lakes 
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April has produced good fishing at Tenterden
and hopefully May will be the same – it’s
always a wonderful month to be out trout
fishing. The trout continue to feed and the
killer flies have been Blue Flash Damsel,
Cormorant and Buzzers. 

The fish have been up and down so bring all your lines,
intermediate works well here generally.  It’s the Trout
Fishing season and a warm welcome awaits you at
Tenterden this Spring.  3 lakes (5 acres of water) are
fully stocked with Rainbows, Browns & Blues. We have a
comfortable Fishing
Lodge for you to
make a cuppa with
our compliments
which all adds to a
good fishing
experience here.
We have a
heated/comfortable

Shepherds Hut
where you can stay
and fish with 20%
off fishing permits
this year. We are in
the Top 50 Stillwater
Trout Fisheries in the British Isles and a Trout Master
Stillwater which is currently on hold this year. Gift
vouchers are available for permits, tuition and
staycations. Follow us on Instagram
& Facebook. Spring is the season to get the rods in the
boot for trout fishing downtime before the weather
warms up. Tight Lines, Gaynor, Richard & Audrey.

TENTERDEN TROUT WATERS
Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road 

Tenterden, Kent TN30 6XA
We aim to provide an excellent day’s sport 

in beautiful Wealden Countryside.
Day Permit £44 = 4 best fish 

Half Day Permit £30 = 2 best fish 
Catch & Release & 

Junior Permits available. 
Regular stocking of top quality 

Rainbows, Browns & Blues to 12lbs
TACKLE AVAILABLE TO HIRE 
TUITION BY APPOINTMENT
A TROUTMASTERS WATER

RANKED IN THE TOP 50 OF THE TOP 100 STILLWATER 
FISHERIES IN THE BRITISH ISLES

Contact (01580) 763201 
www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk

The fish have been up and down so bring all your lines,

Tenterden this Spring.  3 lakes (5 acres of water) are
fully stocked with Rainbows, Browns & Blues. We have a
comfortable Fishing

our compliments
which all adds to a
good fishing
experience here.
We have a

The fish have been up and down so bring all your lines,The fish have been up and down so bring all your lines,The fish have been up and down so bring all your lines,The fish have been up and down so bring all your lines,

Tenterden Trout Waters Tenterden, Kent
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01892 826041 / 07951 30451501892 826041 / 07951 304515 www.springhilltroutwaters.co.ukwww.springhilltroutwaters.co.uk

HAZEL COPSE
TROUT FISHERY
OPEN AS USUAL

Cooks Hill
Rudgwick

West Sussex RH12 3AF

Contact julie on 07591 373959 or 07849 061824

GUIDED LURE & 
FLY FISHING DAYS
WITH ANDY LUSH

Andy offers a guiding service 
for those who want to learn 
more about ‘Lure Fishing’ 

and ‘Fly Fishing’

LURE FISHING  Fish a variety of reservoirs for Pike, Perch and 
Zander. These days are suitable for beginners and improvers who 
wish to ‘fast track’ their way to success.  Learn more about lure 
fishing, the use of boats and fish finders, or just have a FUN day with 
an experienced Predator angler.   

FLY FISHING  One of Andy’s favourite methods, Trout, Carp or Pike 
can be targeted.   

TROUT  Reservoirs or smaller stillwaters in the South East. These days 
are suitable for beginners or improvers who wish to learn ‘how to 
catch more fish’, or just have a FUN day with an experienced fly 
fisherman.  

CARP & PIKE  More anglers are looking to find exciting ways of 
catching their favourite fish. Carp off the top during the summer 
takes a lot of beating. Pike in the spring and autumn, whatever 
their size they are a lot of FUN on the fly! 

TO BOOK A DAY email: info@thefriendlyfisherman.co.uk with your 
contact phone number and Andy will call you back and discuss 
details.

May 2024Trout Informer 33
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Knightingales [TN30 7HA]
This is a water I was unfamiliar with, so I was excited at the prospect of fishing for the unknown. As usual I was going to ‘waggler’ fish with one rod
and ‘quiver tip’ with a second. I hunkered down behind an island to avoid the savage wind, that was blowing straight off the sea and across the
marshes!
After plumbing my chosen swim I decided to fish in the slightly deeper channel just short of the island in 4ft [1.2m]. Initially I loose fed maggots and
instantly caught small roach ‘on the drop’ before the float could settle. I found fishing closer into the margin produced a better stamp of fish, switching
from maggot to sweet corn further increased their size. I was kept busy catching chunky roach, that were often too heavy to ‘swing to hand’.
Happy days!
The quiver tip rod was busy too. I’d cast towards the island, dropping just short of the very shallow margin, to settle in slightly deeper warmer water.
I was using a ‘heli-rig’ with a short 4'' [10cm] hook length combined with a mini ‘gripper’ cage feeder, hook bait was again sweetcorn. I decided to
catapult some more bait along the side of the island too. I wanted to create a bigger target area which would allow for my inaccurate casting in the
blustery wind. As I said earlier the fish had started to become more active, which explains why I caught three carp to 16lb on the ‘waggler’” and
another two on the ‘quiver’. A good day, enough to make me want to return and explore other swims around this intriguing water.

Return to Knightingales
My next visit a week later saw a much calmer, overcast, damp misty day. I was again using two rods, but this time I was using a leger rod with a run
rig, baited with prawn hoping to catch a perch or one of the still-water chub that inhabit this lake. My ‘waggler’ rod was immediately in action, this
time I started much closer to the margin. In fact I could underarm cast the 10ft [3m] needed to reach my baited spot. I fed a mixture of red maggots
and eventually just sweetcorn, in an effort to avoid the ‘dinks’. Suddenly my bite alarm alerted me to a run on the prawn.

Andy Lush
- The Friendly Fisherman

Andy’s surprise capture 5lbs 6ozs chub Andy’s new PB chub 6lbs 14ozs

May 2024 Trout Informer34

Transition into Spring
As the daylight hours had increased, even before the clocks changed I’d started to notice
the fish were waking from their winter slumber. The water was visibly alive with subtle
movements, not caused by the wind. Very occasionally I spotted a fish top, well I didn’t
actually see this happen, but I could see the change in the ripples pattern, a tell tale sign.
To be successful as a reservoir trout angler, an essential skill you have to acquire is to notice
these subtle changes. After forty years of reservoir fishing, I’ve found this to be very helpful
in deciding where and how I’m going to start each new fishing session.
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Setting the hook the fish immediately ran straight towards me before surfacing. Instantly my heart was in my mouth as I saw the biggest chub I’d
ever seen. The relief was palpable as I slid the net under the fish, and it was mine. Wow, I admired the chub as it sat in the net before getting the
scales and sling ready. At 5lb 6oz it was obviously a ‘personal best’. 
Shortly afterwards while catching roach, ‘one a chuck’ on corn I hooked another big fish. I expected it would be a carp, so you can image my surprise
when another chub surfaced, what’s more it looked even bigger! Repeat performance, scales and sling were readied as I held my breath, the needle
swung round to 6lb 7oz. I was blown away by my good fortune, but the day was still young and maybe just maybe a perch would put in an appearance?
I continued having fun catching chunky roach when my alarm registered another bite. I lifted into another heavy fish, but now I was unsure what it
would be, carp, perch or chub? The fight was unspectacular and so it wasn’t a carp, no head shaking so it wasn’t a perch either, it was another chub,
and again it was even bigger than the others! I couldn’t believe this was happening. Scales and sling were ready, now for the time of reckoning,
 6lb 14oz yet another PB! As they say, “better to be lucky than good”. 

Elphicks - Kettles Lake [TN12 8EL]
I was still chasing the big roach and perch than
inhabit Kettles lake. It was too windy for float fishing
on this trip, so I cast a perch rod along the margin
using a running leger baited with prawn. My “quiver
tip” rod was baited with sweetcorn on a running rig
with a cage feeder, cast towards the back of the
island. I’d primed the area earlier with several large
feeders full of groundbait. Further confirmation that
‘spring was in the air’, as if it were needed, came
when I noticed a bulge in the waters surface as a carp
swam through my swim. First fish fell to the quiver, a
low double common on a ‘Fjuka’ 2in1 white hook-able
pellet. Within minutes the perch rod was away, a mid-
double mirror on the prawn! After lunch I finally
caught a perch of 1lb 10oz on the quiver, not on
prawn but on a cocktail of worm and ‘Fjuka’ pellet!
This was followed by a nice tench of 4lbs, again on
the pellet. Just as I was in the process of packing up,
the prawn rod was away again, with another superb
common just under 17lbs. What a day! 

Hartley Lands - Reservoir [TN17 3PS]
I had intended going trout fishing, but yet again the weather had intervened with all the boats at Farmoor being cancelled due to gale force winds! I
hastily booked a ticket via ‘Swimbooker’ the night before, to fish the ‘reservoir’ at Hartley Lands. I’d fished this water on several occasions, years ago
when I fly fished for carp there. Unfortunately that option is no longer available. Anyhow I was back for a recce. Hartley Lands had been on my radar
for some time. I wondered if there were any big roach or perch in there? As predicted it was wet and windy. I knew the reservoir would offer some

shelter, if I could secure one of the swims near
the car park. As luck would have it, or was it
the weather forecast, I had the lake to myself! 
First thing I set up the ‘waggler’ rod and started
plumbing my chosen the swim. I hadn’t
realised how deep the lake was. It dropped
quickly into 6ft - 7ft [ 1.8m - 2.1m] just a rod
length out. I wanted to fish at short range
anyhow, this would give me much better float
control and help me see the bites in the dull
conditions. I loose fed sweetcorn, I hadn’t had
time to get any maggots from ‘Medway Tackle’
at such short notice. On reflection I only tend
to use maggots as a back up for when the
going gets tough. I needn’t have worried as the
fish were happy to eat sweetcorn. I fed a
couple of small balls of groundbait and topped
up after every fish with a few grains of corn.
Almost immediately I was into bream. I hadn’t
expected these, in fact I caught several

between 2lb and 3lb. They were all in ‘mint’ condition looking very young and fit. I was so surprised not only by their condition, but by the fact that
they fought hard, I know ‘who knew’ bream could do that?
My perch rod was failing to produce any bites, so I tackle up the ‘quiver’ rod. This was fished along side the float rod, but cast a little further out,
down the shelf in case any fish had ‘backed off’ the baited area. Both rods produced carp and bream, although I did foul hook several carp around
mid-day, when they seemed to come up off the bottom. I think I’d got a little giddy introducing too much feed into my swim, causing a lot of fish to
be milling around. I misread their line bites for subtle bites, and striking at these resulted in uncontrollable battles, that eventually ended up with
hook pulls! 
Lesson learnt. Nevertheless I had the most enjoyable day which I aim to repeat very soon, minus the foul hooking of course!

An unexpected but welcome tench

Note the sporting spawning tubercles on this bream

Til’ next month, tight lines,
Andy Lush
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36 May 2024       Junior Informer

HENFOLD BAIT & TACKLE Henfold Lakes, Henfold Lane, Newdigate RH5 4RW

TACKLE HIRE AND TUITION AVAILABLE 07956 043922 

Send in your catch photos
and the lucky chosen winner
will win 2.5kg of Hulk Boilies
with 2.5kg of matching pellet

courtesy of SBD

Fish with Carl

kindly sponsored by Sussex Bait Developments
email: sussexbait@hotmail.com
or contact sy: 07971 303949

JUNIOR
COMPETITION

It’s no exaggeration to say
that we could fill the entire

Junior Informer section
with the catches reported

by Freddy Joe Beaney over
the last month. The 15 year old
has an ability to catch fish with

a consistently that many a
seasoned veteran would find
hard to match. Not only has

Freddy mastered a number of
disciplines, including pole,

feeder and lure fishing, but he
puts them to good use across a number of different venues, and for a wide range of species.

Pike, perch, tench, bream and crucian carp have all featured in his recent catch reports, as well as plenty of
carp, including his new Personal Best 19lbs 8ozs Common Carp caught from Pittlands Lakes on a feeder.

The only reservation we have about awarding him the Sussex Bait Developments bait package
prize is that there might not be any fish left for the rest of us! 

Hey Freddy  - leave some fish for the rest of  us! 

puts them to good use across a number of different venues, and for a wide range of species.

Hey Freddy  - leave some fish for the rest of  us! 

Freddy Joe Beaney
PB 19lbs 8ozs Common Carp

Proper preparation
pays off for Finnegan          

11 year old Finnegan Kelly was well rewarded for the time he spent
researching perch fishing at Furnace Brook Fishery with this
beautiful looking example of 2lbs 4ozs. Following the advice of FWI
columnist Russ Evans, who fished the venue earlier in the year for
an article, and to film an episode of his popular YouTube series
‘Fishing Tail Films’, Finnegan chose to fish close
to the margins. His preparation paid off
handsomely when, along with some
smaller examples, this superb
specimen stripey took his red maggot
hookbait. We have not doubt that
Finnegan will be able to put many of
the tactics contained within 
‘The Simple Fishing Guidebook’ to good
use, as this month’s winner of the signed
copy of Carl Smith’s book.

researching perch fishing at Furnace Brook Fishery with this
beautiful looking example of 2lbs 4ozs. Following the advice of FWI
columnist Russ Evans, who fished the venue earlier in the year for
an article, and to film an episode of his popular YouTube series
‘Fishing Tail Films’, Finnegan chose to fish close
to the margins. His preparation paid off
handsomely when, along with some
smaller examples, this superb
specimen stripey took his red maggot
hookbait. We have not doubt that
Finnegan will be able to put many of
the tactics contained within 
‘The Simple Fishing Guidebook’ to good
use, as this month’s winner of the signed
copy of Carl Smith’s book.

Fish with Carl‘The Simple Fishing Guidebook’ to good
use, as this month’s winner of the signed

FFiisshh with CCaarrll
WINNER

Finnegan Kelly
2lbs 4ozs Perch - Furnace Brook 

seasoned veteran would find
hard to match. Not only has

Freddy mastered a number of
disciplines, including pole,

feeder and lure fishing, but he
puts them to good use across a number of different venues, and for a wide range of species.

Pike, perch, tench, bream and crucian carp have all featured in his recent catch reports, as well as plenty of

WINNER
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Warren White

07837 758923
www.coachingcoarsefishing.co.uk

020 7840 9212
www.countryside-alliance.org/the-foundation/fishingforschools/

07956 043922

Henfold 
Bait & Tackle

SCOTTIES Fishing Tackle
25 Southwick Square
Southwick BN42 4FP

01273 592903

u

Please like and follow us
on FB & Instagram

@thelittleshedofdesigns  

Junior Informer

Erin Owen, aged 9 - Mirror Carp - Gabriels Fishery 

Mason Bridges, aged 8 - Common Carp - Greenacres Dylan & Evan Goddard, aged 6 - with a nice Tench Ollie Gates, aged 6 - 13lbs Mirror Carp - Farm Pond

Archie Owen, aged 7 - Carp - Gabriels Fishery Oliver Moxley - 10lbs Carp - Gabriels Fishery Ronnie Brehme, aged 8 - PB 16lbs Carp - Elphicks Marlee Ovary, aged 6 - Common Carp 

Syd Smith, aged 10 - 11lbs 4ozs Bream - Club Water Seth David - Common Carp Harvey Moorey - PB 15lbs 5ozs Common - Pittlands Morgan Bridges, aged 11 - Common Carp - Greenacres 

Devon Castleman - 17lbs Common - Clive Vale Water Olivia Owen, aged 11 - Carp - Gabriels Fishery Harry, aged 8 and Ben, aged 10 with Catfish of 30lbs & 40lbs

Oscar Leask-Rhodes - 10lbs Catfish - Darenth Lakes Marlee (aged 6) and  Reggie (aged 4) Ovary with a Catfish
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May update

In a recent survey for Juniors in 2023, out of a survey of 100 angling clubs and 28,860 members, 6 % of the members were under 16. It then
goes on to say that 41% of these clubs do not host any Junior Participation events or coaching days. Quite a concerning report.
There are some good fishing initiatives running throughout the country for Juniors, but in most cases, they are one offs. You get the youngsters
hooked, but normally there is no follow up sessions.  Like a lot of other people from my generation I went fishing as a child with my dad, which
helped to get my passion for fishing.  It is important to remember that these days not all young people have an adult willing to take them.
The answer to getting more young people into fishing is to start at school. Its common sense really because it is the place where you spend all
your formative years, and a place that you learn.I have worked at Rowhill SEN ( Special educational needs ) school in Longfield for 16 years and
in those years, we started small but now have a thriving fishing hub. It is a brilliant way to get the young people outdoors learning about fishing
and nature.If you can have activities such as Football, Cricket and Rugby what is to stop you having fishing on the curriculum.In my experience of
working with young people, if you gave students the option of going fishing, they will take up in large numbers. But the school will need to be
100% behind this, and importantly believe in it enough to fund it.
I had a message just before the school Easter break, from a mum of one of my old school students
wanting me to take her lad fishing. I had met her lad Todd a few years ago on a Fishing for schools’
course, and because he enjoyed it so much, he wanted to carry on fishing and learn more about
fishing. Because I knew this lad was keen and wanted to take up fishing as a hobby, I advised his
mum to join a local Angling club and being that she lived in Gravesend they joined T.W.A.P.S
(Thameside Works Angling and Preservation Society). This works well, as I am also a member of the
club, so when coaching the lad, we both had access to all the club waters. We were looking at doing
the session on the first week of the Easter holiday but due to rain and cold weather conditions we
opted for the Thursday of the second week of the holiday which looked a nice mild day. When
coaching youngsters, you only need a short session, so we planned to meet at 2pm and fish on to
around 6.30pm fishing into the evening and at this time of year is good time to fish. This was to be
the first session of the year for the lad as he hadn’t fished throughout the winter. I chose to go to
Shorne Country park, as I knew the fish were now waking up after winter and as a coach, it has got
all you need to take a youngster fishing. A good variety of fish and good facilities. We started off
fishing the Whip, going through the basics of tackling up, plumbing up and feeding little and often.
This is a good whip water as there are plenty of silver fish. We could see that fish were on the feed,
as before casting a line, we fed a few maggots and watched as they were intercepted by fish, not far
from the surface. Todd went on to have a good session catching some nice roach and rudd on the whip.
On this session we were going to look in depth at waggler fishing the modern way. I am not interested in gimmicks but if something works better
than an old method, it’s worth trying it.  Instead of using split shot around the float we used float stops, I normally have one at the top and two at
the bottom of the float. I have found using float stops is an improvement on shot, as float stops cannot come off on cast as shot can. If you have
never used float stops before, it is just a case of passing your main line through a wire loop that houses the stops and pulling your float stop on
the line. Once you are shown it once, this is easy to do. Also, a way forward is using a micro swivel to connect your main line to your hook length,
to cut out line twist in your hook length especially when using a light hook length. To be honest, on the day, the waggler was not the best method
as the wind got up a bit, but just going through the method of setting up and casting, sinking your line is a good skill for a youngster to learn for
when conditions are right. When fishing for silver fish the whip is always a good tool to have in your fishing holdall. As if the weather gets up, and
you cannot present your bait well using other methods of float fishing, being able to fish close in where you can keep your presentation under
control, can be a game changer.

The third method we tried on the day was ledgering using a small method feeder. The swim that I
chose is a tricky one if you don’t know the lake. If you cast out too far in front of you, there is a
snag, that if you are ledgering you are guaranteed to get stuck and have to pull to straighten
your hook  or in some cases lose your rig. This is because there is an old conveyer belt that is on
the bed of the lake at this end of the lake, something that was left in the days of gravel
extraction. Just to the right of the swim, is the end of an island, around 15 metres from the bank.
If you can get your bait as near as you can to the island, without catching on a reed, you have
got a good chance of a Carp. It normally means a good under armed cast. A good little tip if you
are fishing tight to an island is to use a method feeder and bury your bait in feed, as, if you do
overcast and end up in the island your hook will not be out on show and get caught in the foliage.
When fishing near to an island, it’s a method that you need to be aware and near to your rod. We
fished this Carp style with a buzzer for any small detections. Throughout the session we tried
various hook baits, starting with pellet then corn, but the best bait on the day was a Tangerine
Dream 10ml boilie. As expected, if we were going to get a take, it would be later into our session,
and it was in the evening when we did get a run. A nice-looking mirror was caught and soon after
we lost a bigger carp when the hook pulled. Although Todd had good session catching silver fish
on the whip, it is always nice to see a young lad with the rod bent over playing and landing a
good fish.

by instructor Warren White
Something that is often spoke about in fishing circles is the lack in
young people coming into the sport.  There are many theories to why
this is the case, the main one is in the modern era youngsters are
spending too much time on indoor entertainment.

Todd’s carp

Forget fishing,
let’s have a

snowball  fight!
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After the Easter two-week break, I had two school sessions planned for Monday and Thursday. It’s
always nice after a school break, to get back and catch up with the students. Weatherwise you
couldn’t have got two more different days. On the Monday at Shorne we had gale force winds,
torrential rain and a hale storm the lads ended up making snowballs and having a snowball fight.
Strange weather for mid-April. On the Thursday at Hadlow, although it started a bit chilly, for the
rest of the session the sun shined and that made everyone feel better. Over the winter at Hadlow
we try various methods to try and catch a Carp, including Pole and ledgering, and although not
easy all methods have their day. Once we return after the Easter break, and the weather should be
getting better, the sessions are extended to all day ones, and the lads cannot wait to get going.
A method that we find works well at that time of the year is the waggler. We use this for two
methods, fishing on top, which works well at this time of the year as the fish are starting to feed on
top, although, still a bit finicky. Or the waggler can be used on the bottom as normal, the same rig
for two different methods.
Johny, one of our students, knew exactly what he was going to do today. He pulled out of the
holdall a rod with a waggler rig set up. Aat this time of year we like to use a clear, light, float in
conjunction with float stops or split shot around the float and mainline connected to the hook length
with a loop to loop, couldn’t get any easier. Johny went to his swim and fed a few floating pellets
and sinking pellets into the swim. Opting to start off on the bottom, he quickly plumbed up, then
using a robin red pellet lowered into the margins under a bush. As it hit the bottom the float was
away, and he was into a nice Carp. The pellet must have landed on a carp’s nose, which he played
well and eventually landed. Johny is a good lad, he will fish holding the rod in his hand all session,
whether he is stalking on top or sitting down waiting for a fish on the bottom.  Johny went on to catch a bigger carp, 14lbs 8ozs, he insisted on
weighing it. Both the fish had put up a tremendous fight. Our other students tried the pole and one student fished carp style with buzzers, but all
blanked on the day. Amy, our teacher at the school, swapped from the pole to the waggler and not long after she was playing a good carp. Every
day is different, but today the waggler was king.

MEMBERSHIP FEE 2023/24 SEASON 
Senior Membership – £70  + £10 Joining fee 
Ladies Membership – £30 + £10 Joining fee 

OAP 65 years – £35 + £10 Joining fee 
Junior Members £10 + NO JOINING FEE

Family Ticket (parents + children u16) – £100 + £10 Joining fee  
Flood Barrier Night Ticket  – £175 + £10 Joining fee 

Student 16–18 years – £35 + £10 Joining fee 

View the waters on the web  
www.tonbridgeangling.co.uk

PO Box 131, Tonbridge TN11 8WB 
Contact Martyn on 07802 248861

14 miles of River and 7 Lakes containing: 
Carp to 52lb 4oz, Tench to 12lb 8oz, Bream to 19lb+, 
Barbel to 15lb 2oz, Chub to 5lb+, Perch to 3lb 6oz, 

Pike to 31lb 6oz, Crucians to 4lb 6oz and 
Grass Carp to 29lb 6oz. 

Also large Roach and Rudd to 3lbs and large eels.

Hastings Bexhill & District Freshwater Angling Association

Established in 1895 the association provides its
members and day ticket anglers with various
lakes and rivers to fish throughout Hastings,
Bexhill and the surrounding area.

We currently have seven waters that provide
a mixture of species at specimen weights to 
suit all anglers' preferences. As well as the
lakes run by the association we also offer
members the ability to fish various
stretches of river in the surrounding area.

The association provides waters to suit all
ages, abilities and interests so there’s
something for everyone.

To apply to become a member please download and
print the application form from our website. 
Complete and return to the Membership officer on the
application, alternatively it is possible to purchase
your membership from any of the tackle shops listed
on our website.

Season runs from 1st April to 31st March.

hastingsandbexhillangling.co.uk

For further information please contact:
Chris Pagan 07429 655237      Steve Potter 07935 268174

Postal enquiries: S Corke, 2 The Siding, Bexhill-on-Sea TN40 1RF 

Normanhurst Lake

Wishing Tree Reservoir

River Rother

The Linton Angling Society - Membership Vacancies
We are a small but friendly club with beautiful lake, 2 ponds, 5 reservoirs and over 8 miles of fishing on the 

River Medway and Beult. Our waters contain Carp to 32lb, Pike 30lb+, Tench 8lb+, Chub 7lb, Perch 4lb and Roach to 3lb, 
including some good Bream and Eels. All year fishing, member’s guest permits, night fishing allowed. We run over 

30 matches a year and have a large junior section. Concessionary rates available for OAPs, Disabled and Juniors.

For further details contact: Jason Tuckey on 07983 569220
e-mail: lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

www.lintonangling.co.uk

Angling Societies

Johnny's carp
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Legends of the 60's - No.2
Bob Church MBE 1935 - 2019

Born on Boxing Day in 1935, Bob was once voted by the readers of the Angling
Times as Britain’s greatest all round angler . He took over the column in A.T. that
the great Dick Walker had made his own for over 40 years until Dick’s untimely
death from cancer in 1984, and wrote each week on
both coarse and reservoir trout angling.

Legends of the 60's - No.2

The Golden Years of Coarse Fishing
           by Bob Rolph

Bob’s first small book ‘Reservoir Trout Fishing’ first published in 1977 brought him to the
attention of the legion of eager trout anglers, all descending on the midlands reservoirs in
the 1970s and 1980s keen to take home their limit bags. During the early years of these
new reservoirs, you had to get there the night before to gain a swim, even at Grafham
and Rutland Water. (Empingham Reservoir as it was originally called)! I was one of those
early eager anglers, and thought nothing of driving the 100 miles up from Kent to join
the throng on opening day.
Bob outlined his revolutionary ideas in this new book, about bank and boat fishing at all
the midlands reservoirs being built at the time.  Although Bob had been coarse fishing
for years around his home town of Northampton, he was new to trout fishing and had a
weekly column in the Northampton local paper where he was already a well known
name in the area for catching big fish. When Grafham Water opened in about 1968,
Bob was ready to take advantage of his considerable skills honed on the older reservoirs
like Pitsford, Ravensthorpe and Eyebrook, to the newly flooded grassy banks of this
Cambridgeshire mega lake, where he absolutely slaughtered the resident Brown and
Rainbow Trout which had been introduced during its flooding years by the local river
board 4 years earlier. The trout grew fat on the rich farm land of worms insects and
other man made introduced fish food, and by opening day the catches of 3lbs trout by
the locals were legendary. Word soon got round, and soon trout anglers from all over
the country were flocking to Grafham to try their hand at this new Reservoir Trout lark, mostly with totally inadequate tackle and no

clue how to cast a fly! Day tickets were only £1 and you could take home eight
trout if you were so lucky.   
Bob was already an expert at it, and on the bank could not be matched with his
new long distance casting and lure and shooting head technique. Many times
during the 1970s I witnessed his fish catching ability in places like Gaynes Cove
and Savages Creek where he out fished me 4 fish to 1! His limit bags of 2-3lbs
Rainbows caught by long distance casting with small lures like his Church Fry,
and I tried to emulate him with my totally inadequate rod and very limited
knowledge. Bob took me under his wing and showed me how to do it.  I later
took all this knowledge down to my local water Bewl Water when it first opened
on May 1st 1978.
I first encountered Bob Church on the narrow banks of the Grand Union Canal
in 1968 when fishing for big Eels with members of the old National Anguilla
Club. We had frequent expeditions up there each spring to fish during the
coarse fish close season. We all had 5lbs+ fish, and many bags of 3-4lbs fish,
which we kept in black plastic dustbins to photograph at dawn.
All the big names of the 1960s once belonged to the Anguilla club and Bob was
no exception. Eels were the big thing around that time under the influence of
Arthur Sutton and Terry Coulson who wrote about them in ‘Fishing’ magazine,
our bible. Bob came over from his red brick terraced house in nearby
Northampton, where his neighbours were legendary carp anglers Bob Reynolds
and Phil Shatford. Fred Wagstaff from Leicester also came to meet us on the
banks of the canal. Eels were very prolific around this time, all over the country,
many of them but not so big. A 5lber was the fish to aim for, and the record
was still only 8lbs 8ozs. Steven Terrys 11lbs 2ozs fish hadn’t been caught then!

the country were flocking to Grafham to try their hand at this new Reservoir Trout lark, mostly with totally inadequate tackle and no

Bob Church with a brace of 5lbs Brown Trout  
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One day up on the canal in 68 after a prolific night with the eels, Bob told us all
about  this new reservoir just built near Huntingdon called Grafham Water, and how
he had been catching huge bags of good size trout of the bank since it opened in
April, and would we like to go and join him? Well, I had just started trout fishing at
Weir Wood and Darwell reservoirs in Sussex and was dead keen to take up his kind
offer. He subsequently first met me on the bank at Gaynes Cove and showed me the
ropes, demonstrating the double haul shooting head technique with 10 yard no 9
shooting heads, Sweeney Todd lures and sinking line. Soon I was catching 3lbs
rainbows and lovely spotted brown trout  from 40 yards distant, and I was hooked.
Bob invited me to stay at his house in Perry Street, Northampton on many occasions,
and we went off to fish at Ravensthorpe, Pitsford, Eybrook and Grafham on many
occasions, where he introduced me to flyfishing legends like Arthur Cove, Cyril
Inwood and Dick Shrive. 
Beryl, Bobs girl at the time, made me very welcome at their home, cooking
breakfasts before we ventured on our way to the reservoirs every week end. The pair
of them were starting to develop fishing tackle, - bags, reel pouches, fly wallets and
ancillary tackle from simulated leather materials at their home, and I was given
loads of prototypes to try out. Soon they started to produce even more tackle and
rods, and started Bob Church Rods in carbon fibre.
I had the first prototype Grafham 10ft fly rod which he gave me to try out, followed
by the Blagdon, the Rutland and the loch style rod the Loch Watten. All great carbon
rods at good prices, and I used them all. Also his carbon fly reel, priests/ marrow
spoon, and all manner of gear including rod bags and nets etc. I still use them today,
I love his 9ft 6in Blagdon Reservoir Trout Rod which has caught me well over 1,000
trout over the years.
In his later years Bob moved to Moulton nearer to the banks of his beloved Pitsford Reservoir. I never visited this house but have fond
memories of our times together up the hill in Perry St Northampton, where Bob Reynolds lived in the next street. They took me on visits
to Billing Aquadrome, the scene of 3 of the greatest carp fishing captures of all time in 1957 and 63, and to Sywell Reservoir for the
tench fishing which was second to none in July 1972.
Bob was keen on football, and was a director of Northampton Town F.C. The cobblers, as they were known, was a passion of his and he
once took me on tour of the stadium in 68 and showed me the very goal where George Best once scored 6 goals in an FA cup match.
The Cobblers, the only team to have gone from the old 4th division to the 1st and back again in 15 years.   
One of Bobs first loves was Tench fishing, and at Sywell reservoir I fished extensively with him in 1972, but at the that time his
legendary skills with the fly rod prevailed, and he started boat fishing with Fred Wagstaff at Grafham and at Rutland from 1977 when it
opened. They developed lead core side casting with huge lures for the big brown trout the hugged the depths, and then the extreme,
loch style drifting with floating lines in all manner of competitions and team events. He fished for England many times all over the world,
but was at one time deemed a professional and was banned for a long time from the competition circuit. He came down to Kent to fish
at Bewl Water, and at the European Flyfishing Championships in 1988, presented me with the runners up trophy on my local water.
I thanked him for teaching me so well 20 years earlier!
Bob was a founder member of the famous group, the Northampton Specimen Hunters group, and one of the instigators of the notorious
events at The Volunteer pub in the High Street, Northampton, when groups got together for a shindig each close season, and Peter
Mead and Wagstaff often got blotto!
He was also an expert fly tier, and editor of one of the greatest dictionaries of flies ever produced, Bob Church ‘Trout Flies’ also the
compositor of over a dozen great fishing books. Bob eventually turned back to coarse fishing in his later years, when his poor health and

eyesight was suffering. He fished on the Great Ouse for huge
Barbel and Chub, and had one over 15lbs from the famous weir
up there. He fished for Carp, Tench, Eels, Barbel, Chub and of
course Trout, and dabbled with Salmon abroad and in Scotland.
He made such a name for himself in all aspects of fishing and
charity work that he was made an MBE for services to Angling.
Bob fished down here at Bewl on many occasions, and loved the
place, but it was on the midland reservoirs that he really made
his name and had the greatest impact on the way we all fished
for those rainbow and brown trout, and also for the Zander
which were to dominate the fishery in years to come. He was
one of my angling hero’s who I was privileged to have called a
good friend, and who’s passing left a huge void in the angling
scene of this country, and a legacy that carries on to this day.

Tench were Bob’s first passion

One of many large reservoir caught Trout 

        Bob Rolph
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Chris Brown
Products

   
  
   

Technical Enquiries:
E: chrisofoaks@gmail.com
T: (01892) 723670  

  32” Tench
36” Carp Stalker

42” & 50” Carp Nets
  60“ & 72“ Cat Nets   

  Phil Andrews
Set Up  

Designed & manufactured 
in the UK...
Chris Brown manufactures
a wide range of specialist
big fish tackle 
Visit our online shop now!
www.cbproducts.co.uk

Shirkoak 
Fishery 
and B&B

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

www.shirkoakfarm.com
Follow us on Facebook 
‘Shirkoak Fishery’ 
for regular updates

For more information please call 
Hugh on 07973 410973 

or 01233 860279

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

This beautiful tranquil 
fishery is situated 
on the outskirts of 

Woodchurch village, 
stocked with carp 

to 30lbs+ and 
Pike to 20lbs+. 

Fishing prices start at £12 
for 2 rods for 12 hours.

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

WHY NOT TRY A POD?
Sleeps two people - included is shower, toilet, wash hand basin, kettle, toaster, 

double gas ring, sink, microwave, bedlinen, towels, cutlery, crockery & BBQ.  
Minimum stay is 48 hours at £120 per day for two people including fishing.

Night fishing is permitted by 
prior arrangement only. 
We can also offer food 
delivered to your swim, 

our full English breakfast is 
proving extremely popular!

Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ Shirkoak Fishery, Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 

OAP TUESDAY 

£10 incl. bacon roll!  
Pre-bookings only
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SANDWICH LAKES Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA 
email: enquiries@sandwichlakes.co.uk

Sandwich Lakes is a delightful day ticket fishery in East Kent 
situated near to the Royal Cinque Port town of Sandwich.  

Set in a beautiful countryside location, the venue caters for all 
anglers from the specialist carp angler to beginners.

Our unrivalled facilities include: 
A waterside cafe serving hot and cold food and drinks 

Ladies and gents toilets • Plenty of free parking 
On site tackle shop for bait and tackle • Rod hire 

We can offer our visitors six coarse fishing lakes containing a variety 
of fish from silver fish to specimen carp. Matches and fishing lessons 

can be arranged by contacting our Fishery Manager Kevin Killeen. 

The lakes:
VICTORY LAKE (1 rod £12.50) a specimen water of two acres with 
interesting island features and lily pads in the margins. Stocked with 
commons and mirrors to 35lbs along with ghost carp, tench, roach, 
rudd and specimen perch. Night fishing by prior booking available. 
KINGFISHER LAKE this pond is 0.6 acres in size and is heavily stocked with commons and mirrors to 
12lbs and is ideal for bagging up! All eight swims are wheelchair friendly with excellent access direct  
from the car park. A bridge from Kingfisher allows easy access to Victory Lake. 

MATCH LAKES - DAMSON AND VICTORIA one acre in size, each of these lakes are designed for the match angler 
having shallow margins with reeds for summer fishing and a deep drop off for light feeder work and winter fishing.  
They are stocked with a great variety of fish including carp to 16lbs and we believe these are the most uniquely designed 
match lakes in Kent! 
MEADOW LAKE one acre in size with eight marked pegs and traditional grass bank fishing, Meadow is stocked with 
scaley mirrors and commons to 14 lbs. This lake also holds large perch and roach so you will be sure to catch! 
BERRY LAKE is one acre in size and stocked with 3000 F1s, commons, mirrors, roach, rudd, perch and some large bream. 
Float and pellet tactics work well on this lake. IN the summer months, surface sport with mixers produces huge bags of fish. 

Day Ticket Prices:  
1 rod - £8      2 rods - £10      Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) - £25      Under 16s - £7      Sundowner (3pm to 7pm) - £7 

Rod hire (includes seat hire & landing net) - £6    Night fishing (by prior arrangement) 24 hours - £25  48 hours - £50

Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024Visit Sandwich Lakes in 2024

Tel: 07936 409912

Victory Lake

Berry Lake

Damson 
Match Lake

Meadow Lake

www.sandwichlakes.co.uk 

Holidays at Sandwich Lakes
All bookings 
  

on Sandwich Lakes

(by prior arrangement) 

We also have a CL site for Caravan 
& Motorhome Club members

30 touring pitches with 16 amp EHU, toilet and 
shower block with disabled wetroom.

Caravans and Motorhome pitches 
Caravan Club Site - £24 

Main site PITCHUP from £28 
Pitch fees include EHU & showers!
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It is great to be out on the bankside again at this time of year. Bluebells in the
woodlands/hedgerows and the return of all the Spring/Summer wildlife

species - or at least many of them. I have seen my Swallows and Martins so
just need a Cuckoo or two on site to make it seem like a real spring.

I have great concerns about the decrease in the numbers of certain creatures
or even the complete absence of some, but it is such a huge subject

that I won’t go into it at present.

Last time I promised to report on my progress on the spring fishing
front and so here is a short account of how it has been going so far.
The main target, as usual, has been the Tench and bream with carp
being the inevitable hangers on.  I have started well with only one
afternoon blank session to kick off with and a reasonable amount of
action on all trips since then. The best part of this has been that
most of the action this year has been on the float which has pleased
me, as regular readers will know. Float tactics, notably some form of
lift method is just about my favourite way of fishing, particularly
when I can use my centrepin reels. I used the phrase some form of
‘lift method’ because having experimented with this tactic for many
years now I have come to realise that different variations and small
adjustments to the way this tackle is set up can be very crucial to
bite detection and the successful hooking of fish. Once again, I could
easily write a whole series of articles about all of this but for the
purpose of this piece I will try to explain some of the issues. The
basic method is to use a float such as a quill or antennae type (useful in windy conditions) with the shot big enough to sink or almost sink
the float. This shot is fixed as near to the hook as possible so that the float tip is just protruding above the surface. The idea is that as soon
a fish sucks in the bait and lifts the shot the float rises and keels over often lying flat on the surface. My preference is to strike at this point,
as I reason that the bait and hook must be in the fish’s mouth. This is effective if the bait is on the hook. However, If a hair rig is being
used it is then often more sensible to wait longer, until the float moves away – which was the traditional way to fish this style. It is a matter
of trial and error, and the effectiveness of the ‘lift’ is also very much affected by various other factors such as the thickness/weight and type
of line (nylon or braid etc) shape/size of float and shot and of course wind strength and direction. The float is attached ‘waggler style’ by
the bottom end only and used with a sunk line. Braids tend to float, which can also complicate things. If the wind is strong or causing a
chop on the water, it is frequently necessary to use a heavier float and shot to counteract this. If the float drags under or the shot is
dragged along the bottom, this can normally be rectified by fishing over depth and then tightening the line until the float sits upright. This

works fine but you have then altered the set up so that a fish can
produce a perfect lift by blowing or punting the bait toward you. So,
it may now be better to wait longer to strike, as you are not always
sure if the fish has the bait in its mouth or not. As I said it needs
trial and error to get it right. Another thing with this way of fishing is
that you, of course, can’t hold the rod and must strike from the
rests. These are just a few of the factors that can be an issue when
using the ‘lift method’ but when working well it is a deadly tactic.
One of my favourite aspects when using it in a swim full of fish is
that during relatively calm conditions the bites can be recognised by
the lifts whereas the float suddenly disappearing is 9 times out of
ten caused by a false bite/liner and you don’t then need to strike
and scare the fish out of the swim – you do need to concentrate
though. There is plenty more to say on the subject but I don’t want
to get too technical.
During this last month I have been getting amongst the tench carp
and bream with the latter also falling foul of close in float tactics and
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Medway Man

t is great to be out on the bankside again at this time of year. Bluebells in the

Medway Man
Bob Morris
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this is often unusual as they frequently only seem to fall to the
feeder approach at 30yd or more. I have not had any monsters and
not been weighing fish although I would say Tench to six-pound
Bream to seven and Carp to about mid doubles. I may be fishing
some other waters shortly with a chance of a biggie. Having said
that I am not too bothered about this now as I am getting
consistent action, and this is what floats my boat these days. In
addition to these float variations and experiments I have been
messing about with my feeders in an attempt at improving the
hooking rate although it is often difficult to distinguish the bites
from the liners – particularly when a shoal of bream is in the swim.
One thing is certain, to return to the original theme, it is great to be
out at the waterside.
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Best Fishes & Spring Tactics, Bob Morris

Having recently retired from the committee of
Royal Tunbridge Wells Angling Club after 40
years of membership, I thought that I would
do a short piece with the intention of inspiring
other anglers generally to take the plunge and
get involved with their clubs.  Most people who
fish are probably thinking that they have
enough grief in everyday life and don’t want to
do anything other than relax on the bankside.
I was one of these anglers originally, not
wanting to spend time sitting round a table

discussing club outings and matches but eventually, along with a friend
realised that the club was struggling to enlist anyone to help run the show
and so the same one or two were making all the decisions, often correctly,
but sometimes wrongly. We decided to join and take some responsibility.
Of course, we were welcomed because nobody else was interested and it
was many years before election of committee was even a real issue at the

AGM. I am now happy to report
that I am very pleased to have
been involved with the club for all
these years and proud to see the
proactive club that it has become
and to see other clubs and
organisations getting politically
involved and helping with the
fight against the outrageous
pollution and destruction of our
environment and waterways 
- arguably the most important
issue facing us all.
There has never been a better time
to get involved with the running
of your club and at the risk of
sounding like Lord Kitchener
I would like to suggest that…
‘YOUR ANGLING CLUB NEEDS YOU’

Bob M

  Piscatorial Politics 
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  Coarse Fisheries
Beaver Farm Fishery Eastbourne Road
Newchapel, Lingfield RH7 6HL                01342 324006 / 07710 656041
Charlies Lakes
Steeds Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford TN26 1NH                      07857 539785
Chart Hill Lakes
Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton ME17 3EZ                             07398 571337
Chequertree Trout and Coarse Fishery
Bethersden, Near Ashford TN26 3JR                                  01233 820078
Coombewood Fishery
Redbrook Street, High Halden, Near Ashford TN26 3JH        07895 679569
Elphicks Fisheries
Spelmonden Road, Horsmonden TN12 8EL                         01580 212512
Eureka Fishery
Nicholas Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4AG           07597 879621
Furnace Brook Fishery and Fish Farm
Trolliloes, Cowbeech, near Hailsham BN27 4QR 01435 830835

Gabriels Fishery
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP                             07730 066088
Greenacres Farm Fishery
Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden TN27 8EH 07933 934942
Hawkhurst Fish Farm
Hastings Road, Hawkhurst TN18 4RT                                  01580 753813
Horam Manor Fishery
Horam Manor Farm, Horam TN21 0JB   01323 840889 / 07707 759364
Horsmonden Lakes
Grovehurst Road, Horsmonden TN12 8BQ                           01892 838576
Iden Wood Fishery
Coldharbour Lane, Iden, Rye TN31 7UT   01797 280180 / 07906 232225
Knightingales Fishery
Stone–In–Oxney, Near Tenterden TN30 7HA                       07941 176205
Mousehole Lakes Maidstone Road
Nettlestead, Near Paddock Wood ME18 5HR 07725 783405
Orchard Place Farm Fishery
Pearsons Green Road, Paddock Wood TN12 6NY                  01892 838576
Pittlands Lakes
Churn Lane, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood TN12 8HL 07716 065900
Sandwich Lakes Coarse Fishery
Sandwich Ash Road (A257), Near Canterbury CT3 2DA        07936 409912
Shirkoak Fishery
Bethersden Road, Woodchurch, Ashford TN26 3PZ 07973 410973
The Lakes at Beachborough Beachborough Park
Newington, Near Folkestone CT18 8BW                              07469 809877
Tricklebrook Fishery
Colts Hill, Five Oak Green TN12 6SH 07743 955812
Willows Angling Centre
Bax Farm, Lower Road, Teynham ME9 9BU                         01795 520887
Wylands Farm
Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Battle TN33 0SU               01424 893394

 Trout Fisheries
Brick Farm Lakes Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux BN27 4RS 01323 832615
Cinder Hill Fly Fishing Membership available from:
Email: r.nathan@btinternet.com                                   01892 770903
Coltsford Mill Trout Fishery & Fly Tackle Shop
Mill Lane, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG         01883 715666 / 07798 605867
Spring Hill Trout Waters
Albans Farm, Romford Road, Pembury TN2 4BB                 07951 304515
Tenterden Trout Waters Coombe Farm, Chennell Park Road, Tenterden
TN30 6XA      www.tenterden-trout-waters.co.uk          01580 763201  

 Tackle & Bait Supplies
Absolute Tackle 12 Wealden Forest Park
Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LQ               01227 636724 / 07809 330854

Anglers Den
6 North Road, Pevensey Bay BN24 6AY                              01323 460441
Angling Specialist (ASH)
29 Queen Street, Horsham RH13 5AA                                01403 264644
A.R. Tackle
8 Castle Street, Hastings TN34 3DY                                   01424 422094
Bait Bucket Tackle Warehouse Unit T
Rich Industrial Estate, Avis Way, Newhaven BN9 0DU          01273 933050
Best Buddies
28 Martello Drive, Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6PH         01303 487144
Bodle Angling
Cuckfield Road, Burgess Hill RH15 8RE                               01444 247757
Camos Carp Cabin
11 Turner Street, Ramsgate CT11 8NJ                               01843 581784
Chris Brown Products                                                   01892 723670
email: chrisofoaks@gmail.com                         www.cbproducts.co.uk
Dens Tackle
73 Dymchurch Road, Hythe CT21 6JN                                01303 267053
Eastbourne Aquarium & Reptile Centre
19-21 Seaside, Eastbourne BN21 3PP                                01323 730635
Gabriels Fishery Tackle Shop
Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP                             07730 066088
Henfold Bait & Tackle Henfold Lakes
Henfold Lane, Newdigate, Dorking RH5 4RW                      07956 043922
Jack Frost
Reynolds Place, West Green, Crawley RH11 7HB                 01293 521186
Kent Angling Centre
44, Seal Road, Sevenoaks TN14 5AR                                 01732 905088
Medway Tackle Supplies
11 Twydall Green, Gillingham ME8 6JY                               01634 475260
MFC Outdoor Store
9 Station Road, Hailsham BN27 2BE                                  01323 846883
NJ Tackle
150 Milton Road, Gravesend DA12 2RG                              01474 353998
Orchard Tackle
58 High Brooms Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9DB        07494 670328
Pinions Baits
431 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DB                   01622 718580
Polegate Angling Centre
Unit 7, Birch Industrial Estate, Eastbourne BN23 6PH          01323 486379
Romney Angling
59, High Street, New Romney TN28 8AH                            01797 362889
Sheppey Angling, Unit 5, Regis Business Park
New Road, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1HA                               01795 661089
South London Angling Centre
286 Lee High Road, London SE13 5PJ                               0208 852 4451
Sussex Bait Developments
Falkenvil Fishery, Saltmarsh Lane, Hailsham BN27 2RJ        07971 303949
The Tackle Box
251 Watling Street, Dartford DA2 6EG                               01322 292400
Trade In Tackle Maidstone Road
Wateringbury ME18 5EH                        01622 814296 / 07941 085011

 Angling Clubs & Societies
Bromley (Kent) & District AS PO Box 895, East Grinstead RH19 9ND       
                                          Email: bdas-kent-enquiry@bdaskent.co.uk
Cinder Hill Fly Fishing                                                    01892 770903
                   Membership available from email: r.nathan@btinternet.com 
Hastings Bexhill & District
Postal enquiries to S.Corke, 2, The Sidings, Bexhill On Sea TN40 1RF
                       Chris Pagan 07429 655237 / Steve Potter 07935 268174
Linton Angling Society    Jason Tuckey on 07983 569220

                              or email lassecretary@lintonangling.co.uk

Tonbridge & District A & FPS
PO Box 131, Tonbridge TN11 8WB                          Martyn 07802 248861
Wantsum Angling Association  07570 505934

or contact via website www.wantsumaa.co.uk
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Mousehole 
Lakes

NINE ACRES - THREE LAKES

BAILIFF ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
FOR UNLOADING YOUR EQUIPMENT  

TO YOUR SWIM

Maidstone Road  |  Nettlestead  |  Maidstone  |  Kent  |  ME18 5HR 

07725 783405  

www.mouseholelakes.co.uk    

Kestrel Lake

Swift Lake
Swift 
Lake

KESTREL LAKE up to 3 Rods 
Day Ticket : £25 

24 hours : £40 

36 hours : £55 

48 hours : £70 

60 hours : £85 

72 hours : £100 

84 hours : £115 

96 hours : £130

5 days : £145        6 days : £160        7 days : £175 

Exclusive Hire up to 6 anglers for 48 hours : £450

KINGFISHER LAKE up to 3 Rods 

SWIFT LAKE (Match/Pleasure) up to 2 Rods   
Day Ticket : £10

Day Ticket : £20 

24 hours : £35 

36 hours : £50 

48 hours : £65 

60 hours : £80 

72 hours : £95 

84 hours : £110 

96 hours : £125

5 days : £140        6 days : £155        7 days : £170 

Exclusive Hire up to 15 anglers for 48 hours : £1,000

Mousehole 

Bait & Tackle
is open 7 days a week for all 

your needs. Contact Joanne 

on 07725 783405 for any  

bait and tackle enquiries.

© NEW CAFE OPEN ©

Kingfisher 
Lake

TOILET & 
SHOWER BLOCK WITH 
DISABLED FACILITIES

FREE shower for overnight 
& 48hr plus sessions
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