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Mixed bag for Andrew!

Andrew Osborne recently joined C.D.A.A.
(Canterbury and District Angling Association)
and headed over to Minster lakes where he
fished on Jade lake. Andrew had a great day's
fishing with some nice tench and then some
hard fighting carp in Brook lake. He sent in a
few photos of his day's fishing.
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For tackle you can trust!
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Arun Angling is located just five minutes from the A27 on the outskirts of the pretty
town of Angmering. The store has it's own ample car park offering
FREE parking solely for it's own customers’ use only.

Have you visited the newly refitted Arun Angling store at Angmering?

We are now open again on Sundays!
8am to 2pm

Arun Angling Centre was established in 1990 and over the years has grown into the biggest shop of its kind locally.

Having moved to larger premises in order to satisfy demand, the shop now boasts over 2,000 sq.ft
of display space enabling us to exhibit the massive range of stock
we hold from all leading tackle and bait suppliers.
At Arun Angling Centre you will always receive a warm welcome, good advice

and a great variety of products to choose from.

DRENRNAN We cater for all disciplines of freshwater angling including carp,

specimen, match, game and pleasure.

We are delighted to offer you a number of INTEREST FREE
payment options for those larger purchases, so please feel free to
chat with us when considering your next tackle purchase!

N
The Old Blacksmiths Yard, Water Lane, Angmering BN16 4EP

s Open:  Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5pm
(o Saturday 8am to 5pm Sunday 8am to 2pm

Any questions
Call: 01903 770099 .
Email: arun.angling@hotmail.co.uk Find us on [}

www.arunangling.co.uk



Hartley Lands Fishery

Swattenden Lane, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 3PS

Carp to 41Ib+, Tench to 10lb+, Perch to 5lb, Bream to 7Ib, Roach to 2Ib,
Crusian Carp to 2Ib 40z

LIKE US ON

cebook
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Easy to use website
Free carpark just outside
\* * N . Open 7 days a week
Q {Late Night Thursday till 8pm

4
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www.kenttackle.com

Hawkhurst Fish Farm, Hastings Road, Hawkhurst, Kent, TN18 4RT
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F) This section is where you display your catch to other
Freshwater Informer readers. Each month, Pallatrax will choose

' ATRA y from the featured photos and pick their winner. The winner will

(“ chm ” 4 { receive 8 packs from the innovative new GRIPZ hook range.

The lucky angler will have a packet of sizes 2,4,6,8,10, 12,14 and 16, so will be equipped for all
eventualities. This fantastic prize is worth over £40 RRP!

To be in with a chance to win this fantastic set of GRIPZ hooks, all you have to do is send us
your catch photo via our Facebook message page or email barnic@btinternet.com Entry is FREE
and all coarse fish photos are welcome! From a carp to a roach, send us your pictures!

Please make sure you tell us where it was caught and it’s weight.

Gripz Fishing Hooks

After extensive research, where the limitations of both barbed and barbless were Rﬂ'? '
scrutinised, there has been an obvious need for improvement thus resulting in this ‘“‘)

radical design that crosses the boundaries between what we have had and what we now
have. Made from high grade Japanese wire, the key improvement has been the introduction
of a series of minute horizontal grooves on the inside of the specially designed arrow shaped
hook point, where historically the barb would have been. These grooves allow the hook to hold
securely in the fish’s mouth when pressure is applied, as the flesh presses into the grooves
resulting in a firm hook hold with no slippage. What are you waiting for? Grab your rods
and head down to your favourite water and remember to take your phone or camera!

Andy Kemp Wylands

SR [ il
Billy Sutton 12Ibs 100zs Brad Avery 27Ibs Lake 12 Callum Everest 34lbs
Kent Club Water Orchard Place Farm Menards Fishery
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Matthew Georgiade Michael Whitney 43Ibs 10o;s Michael Whitney
Swanborough Lakes Yateley Pads Lake Members Water Sussex

t

Paul Davlo 23lbs
Coombewood Fishery

¥ -

Russell Scrace

Kingscote Estate Lakes Scott Cook 38Ibs Elphicks 7Shau.n Bayes 31lbs Cackle Hill
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Darren Rawlings Elphicks

Jack Holden 23Ibs Jack Wood 31lbs Jake Trapp 23lbs 60zs :
Hartley Lands Falkenvil Fishery Club Water

18. 6.2020
Jake Trapp 31lbs
Coombewood Fishery James Atfield 19Ibs

' S Luke Taylor 21lbs
Ken Kullman 27Ibs Elphicks Leo 67Ibs Cackle Hill Falkenvil Fishery
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Simon McArthur 21lbs Simon Mitchell
Kent Water Tricklebrook Main Lake

Warren Atkinson 30Ibs
Terry Donovan 15Ibs Loggies Kent Water Dean Creasey 1Ib 150zs

Allan Oakeshott, who runs Pittlands Angling Club at Horsmonden, has been in touch to tell us
about this monster catfish of 52 Ibs caught by Tom Bowler from Lake B on the complex.

Allan said: "Tom
is one happy man
with this big cat
caught on his
short 3 |Ib test
curve rod and our
secret meat feed
bait. He had a
double take, the
first was a 20 Ibs
ish carp, but, that
was returned in
order to land this
beast in the dark.
Tom received a
bonus pack of
goodies of bait
and the Pittlands
cap for his
capture. Now he
is after the bigger
ones! Well done.”
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Discover Fishery Management
Courses at Plumpton College

Ditchling Road Plumpton
BN7 3AE
01273 890 454

A

www.thecarpsyndicate.co.uk

4 Fishing
<7 for Schools

020 7340 9212

Warren White
07837 758923

www.countryside-alliance.org/the-foundation/fishingforschools/
(@ HOOKED ON
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01825 760139

www.plumpton.ac.uk U www.coachingcoarsefishing.co.uk

EWGNTERBURY valleysidetreecareltd o Henfold
PLUMBINGISUPPLIES | @gmail.com (Y7 5 ¢ Bait & Tackle
VISIT OUR 07731722690 | | 2%, - 07956 043922

AFFORDABLE DESIGNER
BATHROOM SHOWROOM
@ wincheap ind. est. 4

Thank you to our Junior Informer Sponsors

Hello and welcome to the July edition of Junior Informer!

It is good to be back with you once again! It seems like ages ago since our last Junior
Informer section and so much has happened in that time. You will all be aware that the
Coronavirus has caused so much disruption throughout not just this country, but, the whole
world. Due to the virus, the fisheries and tackle shops were forced to close for a long period of
time. The printing company who produced the magazine also had to shut meaning we were
unable to create the magazine. During the last few months, | have had to look closely at how
the magazine is produced and the cost. It is a very expensive process to print thousands of
magazines and then deliver them to all the tackle shops and fisheries in the South East of
England. Due to the high cost, | have decided to produce the magazine only as a digital /
online publication which would make it much more affordable for me every month. The
magazine is still FREE for you to download and read and | still want you all fo keep sending me
your catch photos, news and reports, so very little has really changed, apart from the fact
that there will be no more paper copies. However, as we are not printing magazines on
paper anymore, it will save 15 tonnes of paper every year, so this is a much more
environmentally friendly way of bringing you the Freshwater Informer each month. It also
means | won't be driving thousands of miles each year delivering, so another way of helping
our planet reduce pollution and cut greenhouse gases. | know many of you enjoyed seeing
your photo in the magazine, but there is nothing to stop you printing pages from the website
and keeping those.

Don't forget, keep sending me your catch photos and keep an eye on our Facebook page
for lots more fishy stories!

' Very special thanks to all the
. magazine subscribers who kindly
donated their subscription refunds

to the Junior Informer section!

TACKLE HIRE AND TUITION AVAILABLE
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Success for Sam!

Warren White who runs Coaching Coarse Fishing and works
with the Fishing For Schools programme, is delighted with
the success of Sam Weedon, one of the students.

Warren said: “ Since the Coronavirus, we have had to find a
different way of working and delivering our programmes and
this has been achieved with 'home learning'. I have done
another level of the Cast Awards with Sam and he is now up
to Level 3. This will be useful to him in the future because
any angler who wants to become a coach will require the
Cast Award Level 3 in order to do the Level One Coaching
Badge. The course now runs up to Level 6 with Levels 4 - 6
having only recently been introduced

‘) Above - Sam with a fine 28Ibs
€l carp that he caught in France!
ANGLING  SKILLS AWARDS - DELIVERY PLAN OVERVIEW CAST
ot Lovel Thres I have had another ex-school
« Attending a fishing event | « Assembling rod, reel » Selecting correct line and | « Targeting specific
= i i ( f fi usil i i

g vt il st oW 0 B S ity student get in touch about doing

ey o] %8 o okl o o o] this course and have some more
4 h L and hazards of fishing bait or tying flies

you have seen . . i « Usina sl < = . . . .

- Noming owodierenc | T ARAECN0e s o fom, et | bt resantaton o in the pipeline with other

types of bait you have o fich T-po0 habitat and the conditions |  droppers for flies h | th . t - -

seen used P Wrbsisacy iy Wbl schools, so this enterprise is
* Knowing how to keep e suitable for the venue making flies becomin ite popular now!

safe when near water | + Egi\:;ﬂ:r:‘:ﬂmmﬁ fish |+ casting accurately tothe | . oohing at fish habitats gqu popu ’
+ Unoonng sty o S i Although fishing is taking place
« Holding ana Randing fsh | , Tng fors. three sirple | LoomminG 200Ut ish once again, many students have
R hat relati " .
chosen metnoa of fisning | * DSTonsurating tree still not returned to school and
i+t [ i g have found the 'lockdown' a
» Understanding weather
and water conditions struggle.
suitable for good fishing -
Warren White

Great start to the
season for Jenson!

Happy dad, Tom Adams, sent in this report
after a great day's fishing that he enjoyed
with son Jenson on Opening Day:

“Jenson and I were out on opening day and
caught ourselves a few chub on a short
roving session. The photo here is Jenson
with his two best from the day. We caught
one after another and while we were resting
one in the net, he was away playing another!
A great day's fishing!"
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e Pallatrax have kindly offered to support our region’s Junior

anglers by offering two fantastic Day Session Carp Packs to
' ATRA y two lucky entrants picked from the Junior Catch Photos
(atetum jox LB .. 10 the Freshwater Informer each month!

of the ‘Ready, Steady, Fish’ packs is to send your Catch Photo to the Freshwater Informer by
email or by message on the Facebook page!
Each ‘Ready, Steady, Fish’ pack contains: 400g of shelf life Squabs ¢ 3 x medium swivel Stonze weights of 2-2.50zs
¢ 3 x Gripz hair rigs (14mm baits use size 8 Gripz, 18mm baits use size 6 Gripz) ® 5009 of Carp Crush groundbait/method
mix ¢ Anti-tangle foam e Boilie stops  Packet of Gammarus shrimp ¢ Packet of 15 x 10mm pop ups

The fantastic pack is worth over £20! All you have to do to be in with a chance of winning one 'i

Blgke Ge rgiadés Charley Milton 14 Ibs 8 ozs Charlie Venab.igg 21lbs
Swanborough Lakes Chequertree New PB Lovelace Farm

ley’s first ever fish
at Frant Lakes

Joseph Talbott at the - Xander Talbott at the
Jack Howe 30lbs New PB Mushroom Farm Mushroom Farm
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Louie Gowrley Rossi Hall 20Ibs
at Claygate Lakes Hawkhurst Fish Farm

Vinnie Goodayle
Claygate Lakes

Lovely mullet for
Morgan!

Jon Vaughan who runs Fisherman's
Corner at Ramsgate told us about a
great mullet that his son Morgan
caught from a Thanet shore mark.

Jon said: "I take absolutely no credit

for the fish, I am just holding it for

Morgan. Although I netted it for him,

the hard work he done all by himself!

He fished with a feeder rod, 4lbs bs ————r o ¥
line and a 4lbs bs fluoro carbon hook e & s
link with a size 12 Kamasan Animal 4 e
hook. He spotted the fish and

targeted it alongside his onion sack

of bread. I reckon this fish was

around 5Ilbs, but he also lost another

around 3lbs.”

Top angling Morgan!

TACKLE HIRE AND TUITION AVAILABLE f
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Monster Tricklebrook
eel for Charlie!

Andy Halford, who runs Kent's popular
Tricklebrook Fishery at Five Oak Green,
sent in this great catch photo of

Charlie Young with a monster eel caught
at the fishery.

Charlie was fishing with a Tutti Fruity boilie
which this huge eel took a fancy to!

Happy days for the Bakers!

Gemma Baker and her dad Mark had a
couple of hours on a local pond and were
rewarded with these fine fish. Happy days

July 2020 SRl 49
Early start for Owen

Shaun Croft sent in this report of an early
morning session he had with son Owen:

"I took my son Owen out at 4.30am this
morning to a local club water and an hour
later he had this lovely tench of 5lb 20z... !”

Shaun told us that Owen hooked, played and
landed this lovely tench all on his own.

Top angling Owen, well done!
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irstly, I hope everyone is fit and well. From my own perspective it is so good to be
back chatting with you all - even if it is via online and not *hard’ copy.

As we all now know, mid March came in with a “roar” and fishing, like so much of our life, had
to stop as Coronavirus took it’s hold. All of us - like it or not, had to take onboard the
government guidelines with, as we know, only being allowed to shop, cycle or walk for
exercise.This horrible virus has taken many lives and shattered families whilst many suffered
this disease and it has changed life as we know it hugely. We are still not out of the woods yet!
Adopting the Government mantra to: “Stay alert, Control the virus, Save lives.” Most of us have,
sensibly, abided by this code.

As time has gone on, restrictions have eased and allowed us
to travel - and thankfully fish again. What a relief for we
anglers; all of us chomping at the bit to get out after,
seemingly, a lifetime without fishing - well, it seemed that
way! During the height of 'lockdown’, life seemed surreal -
quiet roads, no aircraft flying overhead, and little activity

. from people where I live. I suspect it was the same for you.
| In fact, it reminded of a film of many years ago, “The day

| the Earth stood still.”

It also reminded me, of coarse fishing in years gone by;
when there was an actual “blanket” close season ( March

| 15th - June 16th) - of course this now only applies to rivers
~ | - but rather ironically this virus seemed to coincide with this
time period; but not so, if you happen to be a fly or salt
water angler. In those days, you would try your hand at fly fishing to fill in the months before
going back to your usual discipline of coarse fishing.

We have, of course moved on, and the close season only remains on rivers as I have mentioned
and some club owned waters. Most fisheries are now what we call ‘commercials' and are open all
year round ( apart from being closed the last few months) so the frustration of not fishing
through Covid restrictions was even more acutely felt.

The unfortunate thing with this virus was the timing. If, like me, you look forward to the start of
fly fishing during March, opening on our rivers and lakes. The whole thing came to a juddering
stop. Simply, it just was not allowed up and down the country: our rivers and lakes were

_ closed. This was bad news, as it is, without doubt, one of
our best times to catch a trout or salmon.

1 Tantalisingly, you were allowed to walk the river or around
W& lakes and it was so frustrating to see, on my favoured
%4 haunts, fish feeding so heavily on Midge:, swirling and
bulging, heading and tailing, “oh for a rod to be in my
hand”; to make matters worse even the Hawthorn Fly ( a
gangly legged, black, land based insect that hovers around
bushes and so loved by trout) made a good appearance in
early May as well.

But when we eventually were allowed to fish, we still had
time to make the best of it, that was... before the early
heatwave arrived.
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My Top Tip here, for this time of the year, is to try to fish
early or late in the day for the best chance to catch your
quarry; of course you still could be lucky, if you have a cool
overcast day - we anglers are born optimists!

Also, because of 'Lockdown' and no schools being open,

I had to do something. Normally, I would be in full swing
coaching with my Fishing for Schools colleagues; sadly, not
the case. So I thought it would be useful to give some natural
history “learning” for our students not attending school, but
learning via the internet. So I decided to do some articles
based on the sea shore and what to find there.

As I live on the North Kent coast and very close to the sea,

I thought I would set an “online” student (and their families!) project based on the various
creatures that inhabit the shoreline and to be found at low water/tide and although I knew most
of what lived there, I realised that when taking photos and a little research (I am still learning
myself!), I began to understand far more about this fascinating subject, and hopefully the
students did as well. I would recommend you try it, it's quite amazing what you could discover.

If you do go on a seashore discovery session, please be mindful and respect the creatures that
live there. They are a very important part of our ecosystem; if you turn a rock to look
underneath, please return as you found it. If you do not, the seaweed that might be growing on
top is - or could be, underneath, will eventually die: as will the creatures that might be lodged in
that seaweed which, suddenly, may be exposed to the elements. As I say, this is a very delicate
ecosystem that needs looking after.

As well as looking under rocks, I have also been finding out
about the plants that live along the shoreline and neighbouring
areas: there is a vast array of plants, and the ones which I
discovered, recorded and took photos of, is barely scratching
the surface. During this 'Lockdown' period it has been
absorbing and a wondrous journey of things I simply took
for granted, and as we, hopefully, come back to some
normality, I hope, like me, you will have a better understanding
of our precious environment, especially our lakes and rivers.

So next time you are fishing, please, take a deep breath,
observe what's around you, enjoy the moment that's there
for us and our natural pleasure. Never have we needed this
tranquility to heal and help our mental wellbeing; that is so
important.

Listening to the multitude of bird life, witnessing the damsel
fly in its glorious blue colour hovering on, or over, your rod
tip; a bee passing you, humming along to its next meal, the
rustle of the trees as the breeze sets in, and yes the magic
and mystery of the water in front of you, and what lies
beneath. Fishing for me is so much more; I hope to you as
well. it is not always about catching: it is about being at one
with nature.

One important tip, though!

Please support your local tackle store and fisheries when
they all fully open. There has never been a time when they
have needed you more. On the plus side. The Environment
Agency has recorded a huge increase in rod licence sales.
This can only be good for our sport. It only proves that
angling is a very much needed requirement for health and
mental wellbeing!

Enjoy your fishing - what ever your discipline, stay safe and have fun! Best wishes, Bob G.
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4 Fishing
> tor Schools  JY!Y Update

An update for a changing world from Charles Jardine

“Fishing for Schools was not ever going to let a small matter of a global pandemic get in the way
of its philosophy of bringing angling and education together to help, enthuse and get young
people fishing. We just had to change this a little.

There is no question that the last few weeks and months have been a challenge for all of us -
fussers we couldn’t fish now we have to adjust to both social distancing (well we fishers have
been doing that for generations!) and complying with vital requirements and strictures. That
said, we have at least been able to go fishing.

But F4S things have been very different. At a time that should historically be our busiest, we
have come to a halt - in the accepted sense, but we have always relished a challenge.

With Kent being perhaps, our “flagship county”, and where we have, arguably, the finest
coaches in the game. This dedicated cohort have really set to work, seized the moment and
have seen opportunities and driven Fishing for Schools into new areas of delivery and interest.
Subjects whilst angling related, that could involve the entire family unit. Who would have
thought Bob Goble would be seen as the angling beachcomber...but he is. Or Warren White as
techno wizard teaching Cast Awards over the internet! Sheer commitment and genius.

Much of this new approach can be seen on our brand new website and blog -

Our commitment is total - both to the young people and the sport which we love. This will never
change. All we need to do is rise (like a very enthusiastic trout) to the challenge.

We have some amazingly innovative things planned for the coming months ahead - elements
which I am both proud to be director of and areas that will involve the angling community in a
celebration of the sport, the current hunger to participate and the rightful climb back to the
place it should have been all along - the nations favourite participatory sport.

Covid-19? A problem for some - and a deadly one... but for Fishing for Schools? A real
opportunity to look to the future and bring angling into areas it has never been before.”

Best wishes, Charles Jardine

Good morning's fishing

for Harry!

Harry Metcalfe went to Oakley Road
Fishery at Bromley for a morning's fishing
session and was chuffed to catch a common
carp, mirror and a rudd - it made his day.
The fish were caught on float fished pellet.
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Welcome to the River Informer and a new season!

The 'Glorious 16th' arrived along with beautiful weather! Our waterways looked wonderful with
their Summer growth decorating the banks. Although rainfall has been extremely low since the
Spring, water levels were reasonable and the start of the season was welcomed by so many
eager to get back on to running water. Due to many anglers still off work due to the furlough
scheme, good numbers made the most of their time and enjoyed some good fishing on the
rivers. Many welcomed the move from stillwater venues and a lot of anglers have been in touch
to say they have returned to river fishing after an absence of many years!

Medway carp for Cameron!

Cameron Dunbar enjoyed a session on the Medway and was rewarded with this fine looking
river carp. I wasted no time getting down the river on opening day and my efforts were
rewarded with this pristine common. Certainly not the biggest fish I've caught, but every fish
means so much more to me from the rivers.”

Top angling Cameron, lovely looking fish and one to be rightly proud of!
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PB Medway chub for
Matthew on Opening Day!

Matthew Colegate was very well rewarded
after a short session on the 'Glorious 16th':

"I had a few hours fishing after work on
opening day and I fished my local stretch of
the Medway and it produced a new personal
best chub of 5Ib for me. Got to love that
magical 16th June!”



Bankside on the Sussex Ouse

by Colin Etherington

Summer on the Ouse

When the rivers closed in March, I'd personally had a cracking winter targeting barbel on the
upper reaches of the Sussex Ouse. I've found over the last few years that my winter fishing has
been more productive than during the warmer summer months, not necessarily in volumes of
fish caught, but I've found the bigger double figure specimens certainly aren’t shy in picking up
a bait no matter what the conditions are.

I was quite surprised that during some of the floods we experienced, I still managed to catch
fish and big fish at that. It was then in January when I decided to do a short evening session,
the weather had been relatively mild and I thought with the river running very coloured it looked
good for a fish. When I finished work, I headed to my chosen swim and found it already taken
and I thought someone else was on the same wave length. So, back in the car and I headed to
my second option and finally trudged across the field before darkness set in. I decided to only
fish one rod, albeit my ticket allowed two, I've found that on these short sessions I can fish
more effectively with one rod rather than doubling up with two. I like to use a big feeder
rammed with hemp, pellet and chopped worm, whilst my hook bait is either lobs or a quality
hook pellet. Suddenly, just as the light started to fade, my rod smashed over and I bent into a
very lively fish. The river was pushing through and I suddenly glimpsed a carp as it ran me
ragged up and down the river. I finally netted my first Sussex Ouse carp! I had often wondered
when a carp would pick up my baits and was delighted to see this one in the net. I reflected on
this capture during the closed season and
decided that I wanted to catch more carp
from the Sussex Ouse. I love my barbel
fishing but felt I could combine the two.

"My first ever carp caught
from the Sussex Ouse - in my
opinion it was simply a matter

of when not if!”

So, during the closed season I walked and
walked the upper reaches of the Sussex
Ouse in the hope of locating some of its
nomadic carp. To be honest, I struggled to
find them although I did watch some big
barbel spawning on the gravel runs. With
the new season approaching fast, it was
time to get my tackle back into order. I needed some new bits and pieces and I always favour
supporting our local shops. I visited Harry and Ricky at Bodle Angling on the outskirts of Burgess
Hill, they are both great guys that know their tackle and I replaced my line and stocked up on
hooks, leads and feeders. I'm a Team Member of 3FT Twitch Specialist Baits and when my pre
season bait order arrived, I was really keen, almost like a coiled spring waiting for the
magnificent and glorious June 16th!

On the 15th of June I decided to plot up in my chosen swim, an overnight umbrella system did
the trick and I awoke at 4 am bank side. I put the kettle on and smiled and smiled, the river
looked lovely and the forecast was ideal. Seeing as I was here for the day, I opted for two rods,
both fished with 2 ft hook lengths and big feeders rammed with 3FT Twitch pellet and hemp.
This particular stretch isn’t very wide so I was also able to under arm throw several balls of the
ground bait straight into my swim. I like to try and get the fish searching about for food which in
turn tricks them into picking up my hook bait.




“"Quality bait in my opinion is essential,
I like to mould paste around my pellet and to
introduce several balls of ground bait that are
laced with pellet and hemp”

Once I had brewed my coffee, I sat back and watched my tips
against the most perfect of back drops. Both rods were getting
knocks from the off, but nothing was remotely 'strikeable' until my
left rod burst into life and slammed round. I was in and instantly
thought I had a barbel on! the fish was kiting to the left before
dogged runs to the right. I was quite nervous and surprisingly
shaking which only got worse when I saw it was in fact not a
barbel, but a carp. After a very spirited fight, I managed to slip the
fish into my net. My season was up and running and I'd caught my
second Sussex Ouse carp.

"I was delighted that my first cast of the season
resulted in my second Sussex Ouse carp
- a lovely mirror with lovely scale patterns.”

I re baited and cast out again and as always after landing a fish, I
like to reintroduce more compacted balls of feed. Normally they
average the size of a tennis ball and the aim is draw fish into the
swim and to get them feeding confidently. Quite often on the
Sussex Ouse, your swim might die for a while after the commotion
of netting a fish, but strangely today, I carried on catching a
succession of really nice chub that followed. The chub bites were very aggressive and couple of
times I initially thought that it could have been an elusive river barbel. During the course of the
day, I managed five, including one just shy of 4lbs that I'd caught two years previously. In my
opinion, it's incredible that this fish is still in the same swim after severe floods that I'd have
thought would have moved it downstream.

“"Catching chub of this stamp and quality from
such a small river is a delightful bonus to your
day! They are more welcome to make an
appearance and often save the day!”

Then things went quiet until midday. I'd certainly had a good

morning in my opinion. Both my baits had been out about an

hour and I was considering resting the swim whilst I had lunch

and took a wander fish spotting. I noticed a couple of knocks
M— == ON My right hand rod,

they weren't 'strikeable’,

but it certainly caught my attention. Then as quite often

happens on the river, the tip hooped over and I was into

-+ | another fish which once again fought hard in the current

-~ and I questioned again as to whether I'd hooked a barbel.

- “No”, T thought it's another carp that was similar to the first

*%g and again this carp also had lovely scale patterns.

. "It then became apparent that it was the
| same fish I'd caught earlier! I'd had a repeat
capture of a carp in the same day from the
Sussex Ouse! How bizarre I thought!”

continued overleaf




I'd taken the selfies and was sat in my chair looking at the pics with the rod still wound in
deciding on whether the fish had rested enough before being released. From the corner of my
eye, I noticed the other rod tip suddenly ping backwards. I tightened back to the feeder with the
spool and had the rod wrenched from my hand with another take! Now, this fish certainly fought
harder, it stayed deep circling in front of me and made several runs both upstream and
downstream. I was totally convinced this was a barbel and yeah I would have put money on it.
The fish started to tire and I decided to bring the fish up through the water. I was shocked to
see another carp that was somewhat bigger than the previous one!

"My day was just getting better and better,
| it was the 16th June, the opening day of the
| season and I was catching some lovely fish.”

4 As we went into the afternoon, the bites dried up again and
.| I sat pondering over the morning's events, where had these
18 carp come from? I wasn’t complaining either as they fought
- | fantastically well and looked very healthy. I'd already
~s decided that this season I'd like to target them with a more
serious approach, so, having caught two different mirrors

_ | this morning I wasn’t moaning. It's my opinion that during

the winter floods these fish escaped from local ponds and

made their way into the Sussex Ouse. During the day, I also got to meet some of the club's
juniors, Archie, George, Jacob and Tristan. I was really glad to see how keen they were to learn
and how polite and well mannered they were. These young lads are the future of angling, it is so
nice to be involved with a club that welcomes juniors. I think the highlight of the day was my
wife and children popping by to drop off some pop and a sandwich. My son said: “Catch one
Dad” and as if by magic the rod tip pulled down and I was into a nice spirited chub.

"I don’t think a day goes by
without my son asking me to take
him fishing. To say he’s keen is an
1 understatement, youngsters are

the future of fishing and should be
encouraged! I'd much sooner see
my boy down the pond or river
rather than sat on the sofa with
a iPhone playing a computer
game! The outdoors is a
wonderful place to be.”

- -1 On reflection my opening day had been
wonderful, I'd caught fish and made new friends. I'd met another angler on social media and we
agreed to have a few sessions on the Ouse together, Henry finished off the evening and
managed a couple of chub. I'm looking forward to doing some more sessions with Henry and
certainly meeting up with the juniors again. I hadn’t caught a barbel yet so decided to return
back to the river a couple of days later. I felt a change of swim was needed, but, also decided to
stay on the upper reaches. The Haywards Heath and District Angling Society ticket is absolute
value for money, it offers everything I need and a bit more.

I got to the river for 4am and although the river was very low it was also running with a bit of
colour. Ideal in my opinion, the morning was forecast to be showers and overcast with a low
pressure area moving in. Fishing with only one rod, which I don’t dislike as quite often I manage
to fish more effectively and better, my bait was cast out as soon as I could see clear enough. I
fed several tennis size balls of ground bait and used my preferred big feeder rammed with
hemp, pellet and 5ml of glug in the mix. It didn’t take long to get two lovely clean river bream in
the net!



“These bream are really clean and fight considerably well,
with the right tackle they give a great account of themselves.

I’'m certainly trying for :
a double figure river
bream this season.”

I had decided to pack up at
11am, but, I still hadn’t had my
barbel so decided on extending
the trip by an hour. A quick call
to the wife and I got the
'boss’s' permission and I recast,
this went very well. The feeder
and bait landed perfectly, it
couldn’t have been done better
with a bait boat. I was sure I
was on the money. I sat
patiently and swigged the last
couple of mouthfuls of coffee
from my flask. Without any
warning the tip smashed over
and I grabbed the rod and gave
it some serious side strain, the
fish turned into the main
current and I sighed a relief. After a couple of powerful runs there was no mistake that this WAS
a barbel! I'd forgotten the power these fish pack, pound for pound the “Prince of the River” and
it gets my vote. On the first attempt with the river very low, I managed to slip the net under this
absolute bar of gold.

"Not big by any standards,
but in a small river barbel of
this size certainly give you the
run around. It is adrenalin
pumping as you try on
numerous occasions to turn
them away from snags!”

Barbel are beautiful fish to catch but
please remember that with the
temperatures soaring and the rivers
running low, please can everyone take
responsibility for the welfare of barbel.
Barbel need to be rested for at least 10 ‘ﬂﬁw.ﬁ
minutes after capture and their return.

They should be kept upright in a net with their heads directed into the flow. Only when you
believe they are fully recovered should you contemplate returning them to the river.

I've had a fantastic start to the season and look forward to seeing what next month has to offer.
I'm hoping that we can all get a bend in the rod and can search out those big specimen fish of
all species. The sooner I can net a nice double figure barbel the sooner I can then start
concentrating on some river carping. The Sussex Ouse offers some fantastic fishing, catch it
right and you can net some specimen fish!”

Tight lines and please everyone abide by the Governments Guidelines and stay safe.

Colin Etherington
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Top local sea angler Shane Edwards had a dabble on 'the dark side' recently when he swapped
the beach for a session on the Royal Military Canal!

"I had a try at something a little different from the sea angling over the last week or so and had
forgotten how relaxing it really was to be by the side of the canal again!”

First river carp for Kev!

Kev Finch sent this report in to us to tell us
about his first carp from a Kent river:

"I was delighted to
catch my first ever
river carp and my
first bronze bream
during a 24 hours
session on a local
river mark.”






